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1 What is the Expressions of Interest? 

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment is opening a call for 

Expressions of Interest from public and private sector bodies for the Government’s Climate 

Action Fund. This call is being made in advance of the next formal Call for Applications for 

funding from the Climate Action Fund, which will take place in the coming months.  

The purpose of this call is to help: 

 To gather information on prospective funding requests, in terms of scale, scope, 

sector and type;  

 To gather information on proposed timelines and pipelines for projects that support 

the objectives of the Government;  

 To inform the scope and scale of the next formal Call for Applications, which will take 

place in the coming months; and 

 To identify areas where there is potential to mobilise a network of people, of 

enterprises, or of communities to take climate action and act as exemplars of 

innovative practices. 

 

2 What is the Climate Action Fund? 

As part of Project Ireland 2040, the National Development Plan 2018-2027 sets out the 

creation of a Climate Action Fund (the Fund) to support climate action projects which will 

leverage investment by public and private bodies. The Fund will have an allocation of at 

least €500m over the period to 2027.  

In May 2018, the Government approved the establishment of the Fund. This includes the 

objective of funding initiatives that contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and 

energy targets in a cost effective manner. It also offers the potential for innovative 

interventions which, in the absence of support from the Fund, would not otherwise be 

developed.  

In addition, the Fund will seek to facilitate projects that as well as having a climate impact will 

also contribute to other Government policy priorities including to: support innovation and 

capacity building towards the development of climate change solutions capable of being 

scaled and delivering benefits beyond a once off impact; to promote Just Transition; 

generate wider socio-economic benefits such as job creation, air quality improvements, 
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reduction in fuel poverty, bio-diversity and community resilience and development; and 

leverage non-exchequer sourced investment.  

More information is available on the Department’s website. 

 

3 What was the Outcome of the First Round of 

funding? 

The first Call for Applications for the fund was launched in July 2018 with a deadline for 

applications in October 2018. A total of ninety-seven applications were received.  

An Advisory Board which is chaired by the Department of Communications, Climate Action 

and Environment, and includes representatives from relevant Government Departments and 

independent expert members, assessed the projects and made recommendations to the 

Minister for Communications Climate Action and Environment for approval for funding 

support from the Fund for seven projects. The value of these projects totals up to €77 million 

in funding support.  

Details of the projects are available on the Department’s website. 

 

4 What is the Expressions of Interest Process? 

Accompanying this overview document is an Expressions of Interest Input Form, which 

interested parties are asked to examine and fill out.  

The timelines and engagements around this process include: 

 Tuesday 31st December 2019: Call for Expressions of Interest issued 

 Wednesday 22nd January 2020: Deadline for registering for information session 

 Wednesday 5th February 2020: Information session for interested parties 

 Friday 14th February 2020: Clarification note for call published online 

 Friday 6th March 2020: Window for accepting Input Form closes 

As set out above, the Department will host an information session for any interested parties 

on Wednesday 5th February 2020 at a location in Dublin city. Interested parties are invited 

to register to attend this information session by emailing ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie 

before Wednesday 22nd January 2020.  

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/call-for-applications/first-call-2018/project-assessments/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie
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Registered participants will be informed of the exact time and location of the information 

session in due course. A maximum of two persons per organisation can attend and those 

registering should indicate: 

 Organisation name 

 Names and titles of attendees 

 Email addresses of both attendees 

Collection and storage of this information will be in line with GDPR and will be used only for 

the purpose of this information session. By registering for this information session and taking 

part in the Expression of Interest process you are accepting the Data Protection conditions 

and commitments of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.  

Following on from the information session, the Department will publish a Clarification Note 

online - based on frequently asked questions and commonly highlighted issues/themes.  

Following on from this Clarification Note there will be a two week window before the window 

to send in Input Forms closes.  

It is strongly recommend that interested parties not submit their Input Forms before 

the Clarification Note has been published on Friday 14th February 2020. 

Parties interested in making an Expression of Interest should fill out the Input Form, which is 

available on the Department’s website, and email it to ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie or post 

the form to:  

Climate Action Fund  

Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment  

29-31 Adelaide Road  

Dublin  

D02 X285 

 

The window for receipt of input forms 

closes at 

5pm on Friday 6th March 2020 

 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/about-us/compliance/data-protection/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/about-us/compliance/data-protection/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie
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5 Who can Take Part in this Expressions of Interest 

Process? 

The Expressions of Interest process is open to private organisations, public bodies 

(excluding Government Departments), academic and research institutions as well as any 

non-Governmental organisations (NGOs), community groups and private individuals.  

Ultimately, to be eligible to receive support under the Climate Action Fund, each applicant is 

required to be: 

 a national of an EU Member State or a state belonging to the European Economic 

Area; or 

 a body corporate/undertaking established under and subject to the law of an EU 

Member State or a state belonging to the European Economic Area and having its 

principal place of business in an EU Member State or a state belonging to the 

European Economic Area, having a Permanent Establishment or Branch in the State 

at the time the application is made and at the time of payment of the grant. 

 

6 When will the Next Round of Funding open for 

Formal Applications? 

The next formal Call for Applications for funding from the Climate Action Fund will take place 

in the coming months.  

It is not a requirement to take part in this call for Expressions of Interest ahead of making a 

formal application for the Climate Action Fund in the future. 

 

7 What are the State Aid Considerations? 

All support from the Fund must be in full compliance with all State Aid rules. As a result, a 

number of questions have been included in the Input Form to help assess the potential State 

Aid implications associated with each project. A guidance note has also been provided. 



6 

 

8 What are the General Terms and Conditions? 

i. There are no limitations on the scope or scale of projects that may be submitted 

under this call for Expressions of Interest. However, projects submitted should be 

distinct and have no overlap with other projects submitted.  

ii. The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment acknowledges 

that the information submitted as part of this Expressions of Interest process is 

subject to change and is not a commitment to undertake expenditures or activities.  

iii. All information received will be kept in confidence and the Department acknowledges 

that information submitted may be commercially sensitive and will be treated as such 

under Freedom of Information regulations. Interested parties should clearly indicate 

where information is commercially sensitive. 

iv. Taking part in the call for Expressions of Interest process and any communication or 

engagement from the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment, in relation to this process; should not be interpreted as any potential, 

agreement or understanding, of any kind, that the Department of Communications, 

Climate Action and Environment will enter into financial or other support for projects 

cited or with interested parties who make contact.  

v. Costs associated with taking part in the call for Expressions of Interest process shall 

be the sole responsibility of interested parties. 

vi. Anonymised data, based on the totality of the information received from this process, 

may be published by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment. This might include, inter alia: the average and total funding requests, 

the breakdown of sectors that potential projects relate to, the average and total 

emissions savings predicted, etc. 

vii. The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment reserves the 

right to alter, amend, replace or cancel any aspect of this call for Expressions of 

Interest process, at any time. Any changes to the call will be published on the 

website of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. 


