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Clarification Note Overview 
This Clarification Note is based on the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment’s engagements with organisations taking part in the Climate Action Fund (CAF) 

Expressions of Interest (EoI) process between the period of December 2019 and February 

2020. The Department (DCCAE) held two information sessions in early February 2020 and 

over 350 people, from approx. 240 organisations, attended these events. This Note seeks to 

clarify some of the issues that came up at these sessions by answering Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQs).  

The FAQ responses in this Note are grouped by general topic. There is overlap in many of 

the responses and organisations are encouraged to carefully read the information 

presentation on the CAF website as well as the other supporting material. The FAQ topics in 

this note are: 

• Climate Action Fund Overview FAQs; 

• Expressions of Interest Form FAQs; 

• Large Organisation/Funding FAQs; 

• Small Organisation/Funding FAQs; and 

• State Aid FAQs. 

All aspects of the CAF in which DCCAE engages with the public are held in an open and 

transparent manner. Anyone can attend sessions that DCCAE runs and everyone interested 

in the CAF gets the same information. All this information is on the CAF website. In the first 

instance organisations should read the February 2020 presentation, as it gives a good 

overview of everything in this Note. 

It is worth recalling that the purpose of this Expressions of Interest call is to help:  

• To gather information on prospective funding requests, in terms of scale, scope, 

sector and type;  

• To gather information on proposed timelines and pipelines for projects that support 

the objectives of the Government;  

• To inform the scope and scale of the next formal Call for Applications, which will take 

place in the coming months; and  

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
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• To identify areas where there is potential to mobilise a network of people, of 

enterprises, or of communities to take climate action and act as exemplars of 

innovative practices.  

The form that organisations have to fill out for this process is not an application form, the 

process currently being undertaken is only a market sounding exercise. As such, projects 

will not be assessed or marked based on what is submitted. Organisations are free to 

change any or all of the detail they have submitted, when they come to make a formal 

application for funding at some point in the future. This form is designed just to allow DCCAE 

to analyse the very disparate range of project types and requests that are out there.  

DCCAE acknowledges that the EoI form does not perfectly suit every type of project or 

organisation. With around 300 different EoI forms expected there was need to strike a 

balance between the desire to get as many comparable data points as possible, without 

being too onerous to fill out; all the while seeking to accommodate the wide-range of 

organisations, projects and funding potentials. 



4 

 

1 Clarification Note Critical Details 

 

 

 

• All organisations, no matter what their background, have access to the same of 

information from DCCAE. No organisation will be conferred an advantage in taking part 

in any public aspect of the Climate Action Fund. 

• To best understand how to take part in this Expression of Interest process, 

organisations should also carefully read the Overview Document as well as the 

Information Session Presentation. All these documents, as well as documents 

related to the first round of funding, are available on the Climate Action Fund website 

and will remain so. 

• To take part in this process, download the Expressions of Interest Form from the 

Climate Action Fund website. It must be emailed into 

ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie or returned to our postal address on the form.  

• If you need a Microsoft Word version of the Input Form this can be provided by 

emailing mailto:ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie. 

• Organisations must use the form provided and are encouraged to answer as 

many questions as possible. 

The closing date for submissions has been extended and is now: 

Friday 6th March 2020 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie
mailto:ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie
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2 Climate Action Fund Overview FAQs 

2.1 Climate Action Fund Purpose 
 

What is the objective of the Climate Action Fund? 

• A core objective of the CAF is to support initiatives that contribute to the achievement 

of Ireland's climate and energy objectives in a cost effective manner. The CAF also 

seeks to support projects that, in the absence of CAF support, would not otherwise 

be developed. 

• The CAF also seeks to facilitate projects with co-benefits that contribute to other 

Government policy priorities, including, inter alia: 

o Supporting innovation and capacity building towards the development of 

climate change solutions capable of being scaled and delivering benefits 

beyond a once-off impact; and 

o Generating wider socio-economic benefits such as job creation, air quality 

improvements, reduction in fuel poverty, bio-diversity, climate change 

awareness and behavioural change, and community resilience and 

development. 

What type of projects does DCCAE want to fund? 

• DCCAE is not selecting or focusing on any one type of organisation, project or 

technology. The CAF is not in the style of a tendering process; instead it is up to 

organisations to apply with what they believe is the best Climate Action idea. 

Fundamentally, the CAF is a competitive process in which DCCAE seeks to support 

a project, or group of projects, that will have the best impact across a range of 

indicators in achieving a low carbon climate resilient economy. 

• Like any funding that the Irish Government provides, there are certain general criteria 

which the CAF seeks to support, e.g. projects that: 

o Are cost effective; 

o Are well thought-out, well executed and realistic; 

o Are managed by organisations that show they are well-run and competent; 
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o Are innovative in some way, or that may introduce or promote a new 

technology or process to Ireland; 

o Will have real and measurable impacts, that may be immediate or that 

accrue; 

o Result in positive outcomes for Irish citizens or communities or society as a 

whole; 

o Are of an acceptable risk, in line with the Public Spending Code.  

 

2.2 First Round of Funding 
 

What is the background to the Climate Action Fund, how does it work and what is its 
budget? 

• All the information you need is on the CAF website. An information presentation, 

given in February 2020, gives a good overview of CAF funding and how it works. 

What did the first round of funding look like? 

• All the information you need is on the CAF website. An information presentation, 

given in February 2020, explains in detail how the first round worked. 

• DCCAE is seeking to improve upon the first round, such as by: consulting more 

widely, giving more clarity to those seeking funding, improving administration issues 

and reducing timelines. 

 

2.3 Climate Action Fund Process and Timelines 
 

When will the next round of funding be? 

• It is envisaged that the next round of funding will open in the second half of 2020. 

Organisations will be asked to apply at this time and DCCAE will engage in a similar 

process to the previous round and this Expression of Interest process, i.e. DCCAE 

will seek to: 

o Give applicants as much notification as possible on timelines and deadlines; 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/public-spending-code/
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
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o Run information sessions for applicants; 

o Issue a clarification note that can help applicants; and 

o Give some form of feedback or stocktake to unsuccessful applicants. 

What will be the criteria for the next round of funding? Can anyone apply? 

• No decision has been made on what the criteria or focus for the next round of funding 

will be. This Expressions of Interest process has been run to help inform how 

DCCAE designs the next round of funding.  

• Information supplied by organisations will be critical to DCCAE’s analysis. DCCAE 

encourages organisations of any type to take part in this process and to suggest any 

type of project which is relevant across the climate action agenda.  

• If DCCAE does not see enough demand from a particular area or type of 

organisation for CAF funding, and if it is not possible to identify a pipeline of potential 

good projects, it will affect the DCAAE analysis of this process and could affect how 

future funding rounds are designed. 

What is the scoring criteria/scheme for applications? 

• The assessment scoring scheme for the first round of funding is outlined on the CAF 

website. This is subject to change for future rounds. 

• The weighting breakdown of each criterion may be changed but the high-level marks 

for each area will likely be published online before funding applications are to be 

submitted in future. 

Do you have a factor/criteria/scoring per Euro granted versus CO2 reduced? 

• On a basic cost-benefit analysis approach, DCCAE does look at the amount of CAF 

support versus the amount of CO2 reduced. This helps inform the cost effectiveness 

of a CAF intervention and helps to make a reasoned comparison between certain 

types of projects. 

• This however is not the only consideration that DCCAE takes into account. Other 

benefits are taken into account such as the co-benefits listed above as well as other 

factors such as climate resilience, whether an outcome is immediate, once-off or 

accumulates, can be scaled etc. 
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• It is possible that certain types of projects may, on paper, have a lower “Euro granted 

to CO2 reduced” ratio. DCCAE looks at each individual project, Climate Action area 

and organisation within their context and undertakes analysis on that basis. 

What are the timelines if we do get approved for funding? 

• It is very difficult to give definitive timelines due to the range of projects and 

organisations that are applying for CAF support. 

• Material on the CAF website indicates the timelines for projects engaged in the first 

round of funding. DCCAE is seeking to improve its administration of the CAF based 

off experience since it was set up and this may reduce timelines for future funding 

rounds. 

• In general the smaller the amount of the funding the shorter the timelines usually are. 

 

2.4 Financial Issues 
 

Our project may be eligible for other large-scale Irish Government funding 
programmes. Should we apply for the Climate Action Fund? 

• For this Expressions of Interest process, any type of project can be submitted. 

• Ultimately, DCCAE does not envisage CAF support cutting across or crowding out 

projects that would be better suited for the other National Development Plan Funds. 

• DCCAE will also not ultimately fund projects which would become eligible for the 

Support Scheme for Renewable Heat or Renewable Electricity Support Scheme.  

Does the Fund give 100% financial support to projects? 

• It is very unlikely that CAF support of 100% of project costs would be approved. In 

the first round of funding the limit was 50% of total costs though this can be lower if 

State Aid rules come into factor, e.g. the difference between total costs and eligible 

costs.  

• No decision has been made on the next round of funding and organisations are free 

to submit for any funding percent, however anything over a 50% threshold would 

need particular justification. State Aid intensity levels will be adhered to in all cases. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/269fd6-project-ireland-2040-government-launches-four-funds-for-rural-develo/
https://www.seai.ie/business-and-public-sector/business-grants-and-supports/support-scheme-renewable-heat/
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/energy/topics/Renewable-Energy/electricity/renewable-electricity-supports/ress/Pages/default.aspx
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• The Government wants to leverage non-Exchequer or non-CAF funding. A good 

indicator, which DDCAE would seek to emulate, was the first round in which 

commitments of up to €77 million in CAF support leveraged €300 million in 

investments overall. 

Are there any limits on how much money can be requested? 

• There is no upper or lower limit on how much money can be requested for this 

process.  

• When the CAF process moves to the funding application stage, consideration will be 

given to the overall budget envelope of the CAF and the desire to support as many 

projects as possible, as well as an appropriate draw down rate of the CAF budget, 

which runs until 2027.  

• There are limits for certain types of EU State Aid support in terms of absolute euro 

value. 

When is non-Climate Action Fund financing to be available for projects? 

• Non-CAF finance needs to be in place and ready to draw down by the time a project 

moves to delivery stage. 

• Whether a project has already secured other funding, is close/very confident of 

securing other funding or is in the process of securing other funding, will effect a 

project when it moves to assessment stage (which will only take place when the next 

round of funding opens, not at this stage). 

• Projects still have to demonstrate additionality, as set out in the guidelines. 

• DCCAE will not allow CAF support to be used as a hook for other funding. e.g. A 

project seeks to secure CAF support to then go off and secure or to leverage other 

funding to make the project actually go ahead. Other sources of funding need to be 

secured or in the pipeline before CAF support. 

Is the partner funding mix important? 

• DCCAE mainly looks at the funding mix from a project level perspective, i.e. how 

much CAF support is being made versus the totality of money being put up by the 

project partners. 
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Is a public body that receives Climate Action Fund support exempt from public 
procurement rules? 

• No. 

 

2.5 Applicants and Partners 
 

Our organisation is owned by an entity outside Ireland, e.g. we are a multi-national or 
an international NGO. Can we apply? 

• For an organisation with a corporate structure in which the ultimate “Headquarters” or 

ownership is outside Ireland, the organisation/office/entity/applicant seeking CAF 

support would have to be registered in an EU/EEA country and have a physical 

presence in Ireland. 

• The project/works etc. that the CAF is supporting would have to take place in Ireland. 

• An organisation/office/entity/applicant would, for example in Ireland, have to show 

that they are registered with the Companies Registration Office or other body like the 

Charities Register or other appropriate register for their sector, legal status as an 

organisation, etc. 

Can we partner with any organisation or person for our project? 

• You can partner with any organisation or person as long as they are not a part of 

DCCAE or have an affiliation with the CAF that could cause a conflict of interest. 

• One of the organisations shall be designated as the “Lead partner”. They are the 

organisation that will engage with DCCAE, sign contracts, receive funding etc. 

• The “Lead Partner” must be registered in an EU/EEA country and have a physical 

presence in Ireland, in the line with the FAQ response above. 

• Partner organisations should work together before engaging with the CAF as to who 

is the Lead Partner. Non-Lead Partners should not put in Expression of Interest 

forms or applications as well for the same project.  

• DCCAE will ultimately not entertain applications for funding for the same project or 

projects that have overlap, to any degree, such that if they were successful DCCAE 

would be double funding for the same deliverable(s).  

https://www.cro.ie/
https://www.charitiesregulator.ie/en
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• You can apply as a lead partner in one project and as a junior partner in another 

providing there is no crossover as set out above. 

What type of partnerships are you hoping to see? 

• Partnerships were part of the scoring criteria during the assessment stage of the first 

round of funding. Partnerships demonstrate a lower risk profile, from a DCCAE 

perspective, and fall under co-benefits as they support Government policy in creating 

linkages between different organisations working on Climate Action. 

• In general partnerships that are looked favourably upon would include: 

o Partnerships between State bodies and private industry; 

o Partnerships between an organisation and a local community; 

o Partnerships between businesses and not-for-profits/NGOs/charities; 

o Partnerships bridging innovation/research with on-the-ground application; and 

o Partnerships likely to continue longer term, beyond the CAF project. 

How firm do we need to be in terms of having partnerships in place? 

• For this process the commitment of partnerships is not a critical consideration. 

DCCAE does want to see partnerships and that will strengthen the potential of for 

project. 

• Organisations are free to change any or all of the detail they have submitted, when 

they come to make a formal application for funding at some point in the future. This 

includes partnership details. 

For a funding application, in the future, there should be certainty in terms of partnerships 

being in place. The agreement of partners should be obtained prior to applications being 

submitted. 



12 

 

3 Expressions of Interest Form FAQs 

 

Do we have to use the form provided? 

• Yes. 

What is the deadline for submitting the form? 

• Friday 6th March 2020. Email completed forms to ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie 

or post them to the address listed on the form. 

Why was the form designed as it was? 

• With around 300 different organisations expected to submit forms there was need to 

strike a balance between the desire to get as many comparable data points as 

possible, without being too onerous to fill out; all the while seeking to accommodate 

the wide-range of organisations, projects and funding potentials. As such, DCCAE 

has had to use a one-size-fits-all form. 

Our organisation or project is not well suited to this form, what can we do? 

• Answer the questions on the form as best you can. The more information you are 

able to prove the greater the likelihood that DCCAE will be able to understand your 

area, your project and your funding needs. 

• If there are questions which you cannot answer you should indicate that. Where there 

are questions that you believe are not relevant to your project you should input “N/A”.  

Is there any assistance on filling out the form?  

• The information presentation on the CAF website gives an overview of what is sought 

from each question and some of the reasoning behind them. DCCAE cannot consult 

with individual organisations on filling out forms to ensure that no one has an unfair 

advantage or information that isn’t publicly available.  

Note: There is one change to the Expressions of Interest form. Everyone answering 

Question 12 “Project Funding Type” may now use an extra option from Annex 2. They may 

input “19. Other” and give max 2-3 word description, if necessary. This is particularly useful 

for organisations seeking funding for climate resilience, educational, cultural, awareness, 

behavioural, training, or community outreach projects. 

mailto:ClimateActionFund@dccae.gov.ie


13 

 

Why does DDCAE need so much information? 

• DCCAE needs a range of information to carry out analysis on Climate Action areas 

and project types that could be supported by the CAF. Given the range of 

possibilities out there DCCAE needs to make the best evidence-based decisions on 

how CAF rounds should be designed. Multiple comparable data points will help 

DCCAE in this analysis. 

• Information provided will be treated in confidence in line with the General Terms and 

Conditions of the process.  

• Where information or projects is commercially sensitive it should be marked as such. 

How will our project be assessed? 

• Projects submitted as part of this process will not be assessed. This is not an 

application form but is instead an expression of interest. DCCAE is only carrying out 

a market sounding exercise. 

• Based off this form, no organisation or project will be ranked or disadvantaged as a 

result of any information they provide or, for example, based on how much of an 

impact to CO2 emissions that they may make. 

Can our organisation submit more than one Expression of Interest? 

• Yes, as long as there is no overlap between the projects such that if were they both 

successful DCCAE would be double funding for the same deliverable(s). 

We have applied for other Government funding such as those set out above. We were 
not successful in our application or the funding isn’t enough. Can we take part in this 
process? 

• It would be unlikely but would depend on the specifics of the project. 

• If the issue is essentially that other funding was not enough; CAF support would not 

be given. 

Can we put down EU funding and Horizon 2020 funding? Are they seen as beneficial? 

• Yes. Any sources of outside funding are viewed favourably. 

• EU funding also generally requires a certain high level of project commitments and 

assessment, and so if EU funding is secured for a project that would be a positive 

indicator for DCCAE. 
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Will we get feedback on our form? 

• No. Due to the number of organisations expected to take part in this process it will 

not be possible to give individual feedback. 

• DCCAE will give some form off overall feedback where a document may be 

published online looking at some trends or common issues and they might reflect 

project type or sector or organisation type. 

• DCCAE will also run more information sessions for participants when the process 

moves from the Expressions of Interest stage to funding application stage. 

Do we have to take part in this process to apply for funding in the future? Will we be 
disadvantaged if we do not make an Expression of Interest? 

• No. 

• No. 

Will it be possible to share information on who else has taken part so that we can 
foster collaboration?  

At this stage it will not be possible for DCCAE to share this information but consideration is 

being given to how such information sharing can be supported in future. 
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4 Large Organisation/Funding FAQs 
Please read this section in conjunction with the Climate Action Fund Overview FAQs and Expressions 

of Interest Form FAQs (above) 

 

Is there a maximum request for funding that we can submit? 

• See: Climate Action Fund Overview FAQs above. 

Is the partner funding mix important? 

• DCCAE mainly looks at the funding mix from a project level perspective, i.e. how 

much CAF support is being made versus the totality of money being put up by the 

project partners. 

Can you please clarify EU ETS participant inclusion?  

• Industries that fall under EU ETS sectors can take part in this Expressions of Interest 

process. Under the first round of funding there was a focus on supporting projects in 

the non-ETS sectors. No decision has been made on the next round. 

• If DCCAE does not see enough demand from a particular area or type of 

organisation for CAF funding, and if it is not possible to identify a pipeline of potential 

good projects, it will affect the DCAAE analysis of and could affect how future funding 

rounds are designed. 

Will projects that deal climate adaptation and resilience or biodiversity be considered 
for funding? 

• As noted above DCCAE wants to hear about any project that can contribute to 

Ireland’s climate and energy objectives and in this regard these areas could be 

covered however no decision has been made on what the criteria or focus for the 

next round of funding will be. This Expressions of Interest process has been run to 

help inform how DCCAE designs the next round of funding.  

Remember it is critical that no matter what type of project you are proposing and no matter 

how much the funding, you must show that there is ‘additionality’ with the Climate Action 

Fund. Projects that are already going ahead, without Climate Action Fund support, will not 

be funded. You have to show that Climate Action Fund support will make your project viable 

or feasible or allow you to do something extra, which could not be done without the Climate 

Action Fund support. 



16 

 

• If DCCAE does not see enough demand from a particular area or type of 

organisation for CAF funding, and if it is not possible to identify a pipeline of potential 

good projects, it will affect the DCCAE analysis of the Expression of Interest process 

and could affect how future funding rounds are designed. 

Does the Climate Action Fund prioritise or prefer certain technologies or processes 
over others? 

• The CAF is technology and process neutral. 

• If the main issue of a project came down to the specific technology or process they 

were seeking to use, the main criteria informing DCCAE’s analysis would be the 

overall carbon abatement potential and the “Euro granted to CO2 reduced” ratio. 

If some early aspects of a project have been completed or funded, e.g. planning 
permission or feasibility study, can we still apply for funding for the overall project? 

• Yes. Early, non-committal: preparatory, investigative or research work; related to an 

overall project, is permissible. DCCAE would ultimately seek to ascertain if the 

applicant has reached a point in the project lifecycle at which they are in actuality 

committed to doing the project and/or have secured the necessary funding for it. This 

might be called the ‘go/no-go point’. 

• Organisations have to demonstrate that they have not reached the ‘go/no-go point’ 

as if they have, they will fail on the ‘additionality’ aspect of their project and will not be 

funded. 
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5 Small Organisation/Funding FAQs 
Please read this section in conjunction with the Climate Action Fund Overview FAQs and Expressions 

of Interest Form FAQs (above) 

 

Is there a lower limit on what we submit for funding? 

• There is no limit, upper or lower, for this Expressions of Interest process. 

• In the first round of funding the lower limit was €1 million so as to not cut across 

existing Government funding programmes. No decision has been made on the 

funding limits for the next round of funding.  

• Organisations seeking funding under €1 million are strongly encouraged to also 

examine: 

o The Better Energy Communities Programme; and  

o The Sustainable Energy Community network. 

Will projects that deal with education, awareness, behavioural change, training or 
culture be considered for funding? 

• As noted above DCCAE wants to hear about any project that can contribute to 

Ireland’s climate and energy objectives and in this regard these areas could be 

covered however no decision has been made on what the criteria or focus for the 

next round of funding will be. This Expressions of Interest process has been run to 

help inform how DCCAE designs the next round of funding.  

• If DCCAE does not see enough demand from a particular area or type of 

organisation for CAF funding, and if it is not possible to identify a pipeline of potential 

good projects, it will affect the DCAAE analysis of the Expression of Interest process 

and could affect how future funding rounds are designed. 

Remember it is critical that no matter what type of project you are proposing and no matter 

how much the funding, you must show that there is ‘additionality’ with the Climate Action 

Fund. Projects that are already going ahead, without Climate Action Fund support, will not 

be funded. You have to show that Climate Action Fund support will make your project viable 

or feasible or allow you to do something extra, which could not be done without the Climate 

Action Fund support. 

https://www.seai.ie/grants/community-grants/
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/community-network/
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Will projects that deal climate adaptation and resilience or biodiversity be considered 
for funding? 

• As noted above DCCAE wants to hear about any project that can contribute to 

Ireland’s climate and energy objectives and in this regard these areas could be 

covered however no decision has been made on what the criteria or focus for the 

next round of funding will be. This Expressions of Interest process has been run to 

help inform how DCCAE designs the next round of funding.  

• If DCCAE does not see enough demand from a particular area or type of 

organisation for CAF funding, and if it is not possible to identify a pipeline of potential 

good projects, it will affect the DCAAE analysis of the Expression of Interest process 

and could affect how future funding rounds are designed. 

Does the Climate Action Fund favour larger organisations? 

• The objective of the CAF is to meet Ireland’s climate and energy objectives and the 

process is totally open as to what organisations can do that. 

• This Expression of Interest process will establish what projects there are and will also 

help DCCAE understand how it could reduce the administration burden for smaller 

organisations.  

Can our organisation submit more than one Expression of Interest? 

• Yes, as long as there is no overlap between the projects such that if were they both 

successful DCCAE would be double funding for the same deliverable(s). 

We are a small organisation or are applying for a small amount of funding support. 
How will EU State Aid rules affect us? 

• It will depend on the project specifics but generally the smaller the amount of funding 

being given the easier the State Aid process. Under certain levels, the State Aid 

requirements are not onerous and do not require a high level of expertise or 

significant amount of time to manage. 

• See the State Aid FAQs section below for further comments. 

Will the Climate Action Fund provide core funding for project organisations? 

• The CAF mainly seeks to fund project outputs or deliverables however no decision 

has been made around core funding for small organisations, particularly those 

engaged in the not-for-profit sector.  
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• If it is something you may need as part of a climate action related project, you should 

highlight it at this stage so that DCCAE can take it into account. 

Does the Climate Action Fund prioritise or prefer certain technologies or processes 
over others? 

• The CAF is technology and process neutral. 

• If the main issue of a project came down to the specific technology or process they 

were seeking to use the main criteria informing DCCAE’s analysis would be the 

overall carbon abatement potential and the “Euro granted to CO2 reduced” ratio. 
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6 State Aid FAQs 
Where can we get more information on EU State Aid? 

• The EU State aid website is available through this link. 

• The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation also have a useful webpage 

which gives a short overview in a more accessible format. It is available here. 

• A note from the first round of the CAF is also available here. This note refers 

specifically to the criteria for the first round of funding. 

We are a small organisation or are applying for a small amount of funding support. 
How will EU State Aid rules affect us? 

• It will depend on the project specifics but generally the smaller the amount of funding 

being given the easier the State Aid process. Under certain levels, the State Aid 

requirements are not onerous and do not require a high level of expertise or 

significant amount of time to manage. 

We believe that we will need funding support in excess of EU State Aid intensity 
limits. Will the Climate Action Fund be able to exceed these limits because our project 
will help the environment? 

• GBER EU State Aid funding limits and rules will be adhered to in all circumstances 

where they apply. 

• Fuller State Aid exemption notification may be considered and this may allow more 

flexibility, if approved by the EU. The earlier that DCCAE is aware of this potential 

requirement, the better. Seeking State Aid exemptions, beyond GBER, will almost 

certainly increase the amount of time it takes your project to complete validation. 

Will EU State Aid considerations hold up our project getting approved? 

• Generally the more complex and involved the State Aid requirements the longer it 

takes to move through the validation stage of a project to the delivery stage, where 

funding starts to get paid. 

• Experience has shown that the most important factor in reducing timeline issues is 

the applicant’s preparedness around State Aid, such as: legal and/or financial 

analysis (if required) and knowing the application of the legislations with regards to 

their project. For all this, it is most important to have all the supporting documentation 

ready as soon as possible.  

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/overview/index_en.html
https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/EU-Internal-Market/EU-State-Aid-Rules/What-is-State-Aid-/
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/state-aid/Pages/default.aspx
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• Generally the less the monetary value of the State Aid the less time it takes to meet 

all the criteria to allow for funding. 

What limits does EU State Aid set on the level of funding support we can receive? 

• That depends on the type of project. You would need to consult the EU State Aid 

website.  

• A good place to start would be to look at the General Block Exemption Regulation 

(GBER) limits and criteria. There is information on the CAF website. 

• It is important to understand the difference between total project costs and eligible 

project costs when it comes to State Aid. Information on that topic is available online. 

If we apply for funding in the future will DCCAE help me with EU State Aid issues? 

• Not at the Expressions of Interest stage.  

• Depending on the input received from this process, DCCAE may run information 

sessions with applicants to future funding rounds. 

• Once an applicant is moving through their validation stage, DCCAE will engage with 

them in more detail about State Aid criteria and ensuring compliance. 

• Ultimately, it is the responsibility of organisations applying, particularly for those 

seeking large amounts of CAF support, to inform themselves about State Aid criteria 

and ensuring compliance. 

Can you explain again the basic idea of eligible costs under State Aid versus total 
costs? 

• That depends on the type of project. You would need to consult the EU State Aid 

website. 

• As a basic and illustrative example, that may apply: 

o A large company may set out that the cost for a district heating project is €10 

million. 

o In this example the max State Aid for a large organisation is 45% of eligible 

costs. 

o €4 million of the project costs may be for other works that the organisation 

must undertake to get ready for the project. €6 million may be for the actual 

“extra costs needed for the construction, expansion and refurbishment of one 

or more generation units”. 

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/overview/index_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/overview/index_en.html
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund/Pages/default.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/overview/index_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/overview/index_en.html
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o In this example, the €6 million works are defined as eligible costs. 

o This means that the maximum an organisation could apply for, and possibly 

receive, is 45% of €6 million, not €10 million: i.e. they could apply for €2.7 

million. 

Could you explain again how to answer Question 19 on the “replace a higher carbon 
alternative”? 

• That depends on the type of project. 

• As a basic and illustrative example, that may apply: 

o An organisation is looking to replace some vehicles for their work. 

o They could replace the vehicles with the same technology they have now. In 

this example the technology is diesel and the cost to replace the vehicles is 

€1 million. 

o They could also replace the same number of vehicles as above but with more 

modern electric vehicles. This will result in lower carbon emissions, but the 

cost is €1.2 million. 

o The organisation wants the CAF to support them to purchase the electric 

vehicles. 

o The organisation needs to tell the CAF: 

 The two options available; and 

 The difference in the cost between the standard carbon option (diesel) 

and the lower carbon option (electric vehicle) 

o The organisation can apply for funding support for the difference between 

these two costs. In this example the cost difference is €200,000. 
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