
QUEENIE EYE O!

Solo Games



     � Jelly on the Plate 
Jelly on the Plate,

Jelly on the plate,

Wibbly wobbly, wibbly wobbly,

Jelly on the Plate. 

Sausages in the Pan. 

Sausages in the Pan,

Sizzle, sozzle, sizzle, sozzle,

Sausages in the Pan.

 Somebody under the bed 

Whoever can it be?

I feel so very nervous,

I call for (Name) in.

(Name) lights a candle,

Nobody there,

I die diddly eye,

And out goes she (Repeat)

 � Somebody under the bed

This rhyme involves one person starting to skip, a second skipper 
running in, two skipping together and then one going out.



 Irish boys are not so funny; this is the way 
they count their money, 

One penny, two pennies, three 
pennies, four pennies, 

five pennies, six pennies, seven 
pennies, eight pennies, nine pennies, a shilling.

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, 
tip the ground

One child skips in the centre of the rope for the first line of the ryhme, then she runs around the 
rope and jumps in again for ‘One penny’; runs around and jumps in skipping twice for ‘Two pen-
nies’; Runs around and under the rope for ‘Three Pennies’; Four and Five is same as One and 
Two; Six pennies is the same as Three Pennies; Seven and Eight Pennies is the same as One and 
Two; Nine Pennies is the same as Three Pennies; A shilling is the same as three.

� Irish boys are not so funny; this is 
the way they count  their  money 

Each child takes a turn to skip the length of 
the rhyme, getting a very long go.

There was an old man, and his name was Dan, 

He lived at the bottom of an old tin can,

He had a pair of slippers, and he turned them 
into kippers,

And they all lived together in the old tin can. 

There was a little man, and he had a little gun,

And up the chimney did he run; 

With his belly full of fat, and an old tall hat, 

And a pancake tied to his bum, bum, bum.

 � There was an old man and 
his name was Dan



Down in the alleyo,

Where we played relivio, 

In comes Mario

She is long and skinnio. 

Up comes her mother, 

Have you seen my Lilyo? 

No Mrs. Brownie, 

She is down the alleyo.

� Cinderella dressed in yellow 
Cinderella dressed in yellow, 

went upstairs to kiss her fella, 

How many kisses did she get? 

1.2.3.4......

Keep counting until the skipper trips the 
rope, played by one skipper at a time.

This game involves the skippers 
jumping in together, all at once.

� Down in the alleyo 



Fixed Location Street-Games describe games that 
can be played on the path outside your front door 
or in the cul de sac at the end of the street. These 
games can be played alone or with a gang. Many of 
them go back generations, emerging in the urban 
estates of our cities built in the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s 
and 1960s. Grand-parents are a mine of information 
on the details of these games, when the rules can’t 
be recalled.

Hop scotch
This is a game of precision throwing and balance. It 
suits all ages and often requires a wall or a kerb for 
sitting on while you are waiting your turn. The easier 
version is as follows: You will need a flat stone or an 
empty tin of shoe polish and fill it with pebbles. The 
first person throws the stone on Square 1, hops over it 
and up to the top, landing on each stage before 
turning around and hopping back down. When you 
reach the square before your stone or tin, you pick 
up the stone without losing balance or standing on 
Square 1. Standing on lines, standing or falling on the 
square that has the stone or losing balance are fouls 
and means you lose your go. You have to wait until 
your turn comes around again. The purpose of the 
game is to complete the circuit by throwing the stone 
/ tin on each of the squares, one at a time. 



Jacks
You will need a bunch of jacks, about ten, and a ball. Sit 
in a circle or opposite the other player if there are just 
two of you. Toss all the jacks in the centre. Toss the ball 
in the air, pick up a jack and catch the ball in the same 
hand. This is called onesies. You can only let the ball 
bounce once. If you don’t catch the ball, the go moves 
on. If you do catch the ball, transfer the jack to the other 
hand and continue until all the jacks are picked up. Next 
round pick up two jacks at a time and so on. This game 
is more familiar to grand-parents than parents. Ask 
them for a challenge, they will probably give you a run 
for your money.

Wall ball
This game is played using a tennis ball 
and a wall. It can be played with two 
players or in teams. Pick someone to go 
first - this player throws the ball against 
the wall and stands back to allow their 
opponent to catch it after it has bounced 
once. If the player fails to catch it after 
one bounce the other player gets the 
point. It’s a little like tennis without the 
rackets and common in many towns and 
villages that have a hand-ball alley. 

Ball Games and Rhymes



The player can invent variations on the theme. This is a good game for practicing any team sport 
involving catching a ball or simply just to ward off boredom when nobody else is around.

Stand facing the wall and throw the ball to hit the wall at 
eye level and catch - 7 times. 

Next round - throw the ball at the wall at eye level and let it 
bounce once on the ground and catch - 7 times. 

Next round - throw the ball under right leg to hit wall and 
catch - 7 times. 

Next round - throw the ball under right leg to hit wall, 
bounce and catch - 7 times. 

Next round - throw the ball under left leg to hit wall and 
catch - 7 times. 

Next round - throw the ball under left leg to hit wall, 
bounce and catch - 7 times. 

Next round - throw the ball to hit the wall, turn around, 
bounce and catch - 7 times.

Queenie eye o 
The person who is ‘on’ stands with their 
back to all the players and throws the 
ball over their shoulder. One person 
catches the ball and hides it behind their 
back. The players chant ‘Queenie, eye 
oh who has the ball, is he big or is she 
small, is she tall or is he thin, is she like 
a banana skin?’ - the person who is ‘on’ 
tries to guess who has the ball.  

This game is played against a high wall a with a tennis ball.

Sevensies  




