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Question: To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for 

each COVID-19 policy to outline the current deadline for each 

policy, to outline the mechanism for extending these 

deadlines, whether they need regulations to be signed, or 

Statutory Instruments and whether they need the Dáil 

and/or the Seanad to approve these extensions and if he will 

make a statement on the matter. 

 
 
Response: 
 
A wide range of policies and schemes have been put in place by Government in order to 
respond to the major challenges arising from Covid-19. This has been a cross-Government 
response, with schemes to support different sectors of society being led by different 
Departments and Offices. The role of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is to 
oversee the expenditure impacts of the response and, as is usual, to ensure that public funds 
are being utilised in an appropriate way.  
 
Set out below is an overview of the schemes and policies that have been put in place. For 
more detailed information on any particular element of the crisis response, queries should be 
directed to the appropriate parent Department.   
 
The Pandemic Unemployment Payment and the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme were 
introduced on a temporary, 12-week basis and are due to expire in mid-June. Any extension 
or amendment to these schemes would require Government approval. Given the level of 
expenditure being incurred by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, 
Dáil approval of the 2020 Estimate for that Department would be required this month to 
enable spending to continue beyond early June. 
 
In recognition of the significant challenges that businesses are facing, a wide range of schemes 
have been put in place by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. Details of 
the deadlines and requirements for these schemes are set out below: 

 

 The SBCI COVID-19 Working Capital Loan Scheme will operate until the end of March 
2021. To extend the scheme past this date would require agreement by the European 
Investment Fund and subsequent approval by Government. 



 The Future Growth Loan Scheme will operate until April 2022. To extend the scheme 
past this date would require agreement by the European Investment Fund and 
subsequent approval by Government. 

 The COVID-19 Loan scheme operated by MFI is to run until the 1st of April 2021. To 
extend this deadline would require a new Statutory Instrument in the Microenterprise 
Loan Fund 

 The €2m Covid-19 Online Retail Scheme administered by Enterprise Ireland is a 
competitive call which opened Wednesday 29th April and will close on Wednesday 27th 
May.  The final claim date will be stipulated in the letters of offer and must be within 
12 months of issue of the letters of offer. Ministerial approval for the Scheme was 
required from both the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation and the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform by Enterprise Ireland in accordance with 
Section 7 (1) (i) of the Industrial Development (Enterprise Ireland) Act 1998.  Any 
proposed extension to the existing Scheme would constitute an amendment to the 
approved Scheme and would require approval from both Ministers.  

 The €180m Sustaining Enterprise Scheme is administered by Enterprise Ireland and 
IDA Ireland and is a Scheme notified to the EU Commission and approved under the 
EU’s Temporary Framework.  The Framework operates under Art 107(3)(b) TFEU 
under which the Commission may declare aid compatible with the internal market “to 
remedy a serious disturbance in the economy of a Member State”.  Support in the 
form of Repayable Advances up to €800k per undertaking is available and funding 
must be approved by 31st December 2020. Ministerial approval was required from 
both the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation and the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform by Enterprise Ireland in accordance with Section 7 (1) (i) of 
the Industrial Development (Enterprise Ireland) Act 1998 and by IDA Ireland in 
accordance with Section 8(c) of the Industrial Development Act, 1993 (amended by 
section 37 of the Industrial Development (Forfás Dissolution) Act 2014). Any proposed 
extension to the existing Scheme may require DG Competition approval and would 
also require approval from both Ministers.  

 The Covid-19 Business Financial Planning Grant is a €5,000 grant administered by 
Enterprise Ireland to provide a strategic intervention to clients to work with third party 
consultants to prepare a detailed financial plan with forecasts and assumptions.  It 
operates under the existing legislation governing Enterprise Ireland and does not 
require regulations to be signed, or Statutory Instruments, and does not require 
approval from the Dáil or Seanad.  

 The Lean Business Continuity Offer administered by Enterprise Ireland will support 
enterprises to access up to €2,500 in training or advisory services support related to 
the continued operation of their business during the current pandemic.  It operates 
under the existing legislation governing Enterprise Ireland and does not require 
regulations to be signed, or Statutory Instruments, and does not require approval from 
the Dáil or Seanad. 

 
On May 2nd, Government announced a further suite of measures to further support small, 
medium and larger business that are negatively impacted by COVID-19. These measures aim 
to support businesses to restart, reconnect and rehire staff who have been laid off or 
furloughed. These include: 



 A €10,000 restart grant for micro and small businesses based on a rates/waiver rebate 
from 2019 

 A three month commercial rates waiver for impacted businesses 

 A €2 billion Pandemic Stabilisation and Recovery Fund within the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF), which will make capital available to medium and large 
enterprises 

 A €2 billion COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme to support lending to SMEs for terms 
ranging from 3 months to 6 years, which will be below market interest rates. The 
introduction of this scheme will require new legislation. 

 The ‘warehousing’ of tax liabilities for a period of twelve months after 
recommencement of trading during which time there will be no debt enforcement 
action taken by Revenue. The introduction of this scheme will require new legislation. 

 A commitment to local authorities to make up the rates shortfall, so that local 
authorities can continue provide full services to the public.  

 
These measures are being administered by a number of Departments, including the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government, The Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine and the Office of the 
Revenue Commissioners. Further information on the specific operation, deadline and 
regulatory details of these schemes can be sought from the relevant parent Department.  
 
 
 

 


