
 

1 

EGFSN/SOLAS Skills Snapshot July 2016 
 

Overview 

 Of the almost 2.5 million adults aged 25-64 in Ireland in quarter 4 2015,  

 177,300 were lifelong learning partiipannts giiing a lifelong learning partiipaton rane of 7.2 % 

 there were 116,700 particpaant ca  frraa alaracan aittctlti nctcan a  frraa alaracan particpatfa ranl f  e 7% 

 there were 64,900 persons in non-formal alaracan aittctlti nctcan  a afa-formal learning rate of 2.6% 

(afnl: a traaa aurblr f  aduant particpanld ca bfnt  frraa aad afa-formal learning and therefore the total 
aurblr f  ac lafan alaracan particpaant ct altt ntaa ntl tur f  ntl aurblr f   frral and non-formal learning) 

 Lc lafan alaracan particpatfa ranet nended no deiline winh age bun inireate winh greaner eduiatonal aaainienn 

 At 6.7% in 2014, Ireland ranked well below the EU average (10.7%) in terms of its share of adults engaging in lifelong 

alaracan aittctlt. Ttl nap ct partiuaaral aarnli  cnt a dcilrlail f  ftlr  tl plrilananl pfcanti  fr  

 non- frraa alaracan (2 e%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf 8 1%  fr ntl EU 28 atlranl) 

 ntl lrpaflld (5 5%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf 11 6%  fr ntl EU 28 atlrage) 

 ntcrd altla nraduanlt (9 8%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf 18 8%  fr ntl EU 28 atlranl) 

 ntl lfuanlr anl iftfrnt (11 5%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf 17%  fr ntl EU 28 atlranl) 

 However, Irlaaad raakld abftl ntl EU 28 atlranl ca rltplin f  particpatfa  

 in formal alaracan aittctlt (e e%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf o 2%  fr ntl EU 28 atlranl) 

 bl ntftl  tf arl lifafrciaaal caaittl (10 1%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf 8%  fr ntl EU 28 atlranl) 

 Wtcal ntl EU 28i fa atlranli ct rakcan prfnrltt ca cairlatcan LLL particpatfai c  prltcfut nrladt ifatauli ntct prfnrltt 

 caa bl nff taf  nf rlait ntl 15% narnln bl 2020   

 Irlaaad’t Natfaaa  kcaat  nranlnli c  crpalrlanldi ct leplinld nf crpain pftcttlal fa ac lafan alaracan particpatfa   

Ttlrl frli  tcal prfnrltt nf ard ntl EU narnln nf danl tat blla taf i canlrtlatfati tuit at ntftl outlined in the 

Natfaaa  kcaat  nranlnli partiuaaral ca rlaatfa nf  frk paail nracacani  caa  aicacnanl aa cairlase in Ireland’s lifelong 

learning rate.  

Lifelong Learning Parniiipanion Aiong Adulnt In Ireland 

Innroduinion 

Ttct paplr ct ntl tlifad ca a tlrclt acrld an rfacnfrcan Irlaaad’t prfnrltt ca cairlatcan ac lafan alaracan particpatfa ranes amongst 
adults (see page 6 for a definiton of  ife ong  earning and iis  ooponeniss foroa  and non-foroa   earning)  Ttl Natfaaa  kcaat 
 nranlnl (pubacttld ca Jaauarl 2016) tcntacntnt ntl crpfrnaail f  ac lafan alaracan aad funacalt a aurblr f  aitfat acrld an 
prfrftan aad tuppfrtan particpatfai partiuaaral arfantn plfpal ca lrpaflrlan  

Ireland’s lifelong learning rate, at 7.2% in quarter 4 2015, is altt ntaa taa  ntl blaitrark tln bl ntl EU uadlr cnt Eduiatfa   Tracacan  
framework (ET 2020)i  tcit acrt nf tatl 15% of adults aged 25-64 engaging in lifelong learning bl 20201  .  

Ia ntct paplri n f dana tfurilt arl utld  Fcrtt, rltuant  rfr ntl C O’t Quarnlral Natfaaa  futltfad  urtll (QN  ) are used to 
lttranl ntl lenlan f  ac lafan alaracan particpatfa aad nf prftcdl a prf al f  ac lafan alaracan particpaant ca Irlaaad    lifadali 
dana  rfr ntl EU’t tnatttiaa anlaili Eurostat, is used to ttf  tf  Irlaaad ifrparlt canlraatfaaaal ca nlrrt f  ac lafan alaracan 
particpatfa ranlt   In ct crpfrnaan nf afnl ntan ntl n f dana tlnt arl afn dcrlinal ifrparabal at ntl QN   dana ct a auarnlral  nurl 
based on quarter 4 2015, wtcal ntl Eurftnan  nurl ct aa aaauaa atlranl  cnt ntl aanltn atacaabal an ntl trl f   rctan being 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 ttp:::li lurfpa lu:lduiatfa:pfacil:tnranlnci- rarl frk:cadle_la tnr  
2 ttp:::li lurfpa lu:lurftnan:tnatttit-lepaacald:cadle ptp:Lc lafan_alaracan_tnatttit 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Lifelong_learning_statistics
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1.1 Lifelong learning in Ireland – tf  raal parncicpaant?  (quarter 4 2015) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Number of lifelong learning (LLL) particpaant bl nlpli nladlri anli aad lduiatfa altlai ca auarnlr e 2015 
 

 
 furil:  LMRU aaaaltct f  C O (QN  ) dana  *PAD = pubaci adrca:dl lail; tll panl 6  fr  urntlr dlnacat fa pubaci tlinfr ianlnfrl 
 
 
Figure 2. Number of lifelong learning (LLL) particpaant bl  frk tnanuti tlinfr aad fiiupatfa ca auarnlr e 2015 
 

Kll  aint aad  nurlt: particpaant bl  frk tnanuti tlinfr aad fiiupatfa 
in quarter 4 2015 
 
 Work tnanut: iotn LLL partiipannt were in einher full- or part-tie eiplooienn;  uaa-

trl lrpaflld alaralrt  lrl radl up f  raalt aad  lraalt ca tcrcaar aurblrt; bun 

almost two thirds of part-trl lrpaflld alaralrt  lrl  lraal    

 O  ntl 101i600 lrpaflldi ftlr a ntcrd  frkld ca ntl pubaci tlinfr (pubaci 

adrca:dl laili lduiatfa aad tlaant) aad apprfecranlal a taa   lrl ca tcnt tkcaald 

fiiupatfat (c l  raaanlrti prf lttcfaaat fr attficanl prf lttcfaaat). 

 

 
 

 
 furil:  LMRU aaaaltct f  C O (QN  ) dana  *PAD = pubaci adrca:dl lail; tll panl 6  fr  urntlr dlnacat fa pubaci tlinfr ianlnfrl 
 
  

Kll  aint aad  nurlt: ac lafan alaracan particpaant ca auarnlr e 2015 

 Tope: there were 177s300 lifelong learning (LLL) partiipannt in quarner 2015.  O  ntltl 116i700 tad particpanld ca  frraa 

alaracan aittctlt aad 6ei900 ca afa-formal learning aittctlto.  There were rfrl  lraal particpaant than males, due 

prcrarcal nf tcntlr aurblrt f   lraalt particpatan ca afa- frraa alaracan (raalt aad  lraalt particpanld ca  frraa 

learning in almost similar numbers) 

 Age: LLL particpaant  lrl ca ntl lfuanlr anl iftfrnt  cnt aliotn one half being aged lett nhan 35 oeart 

 Eduiaton: most (59%)  were nhird leiel graduanet; uadlrnraduanlt aiifuanld  fr e8% f  aaa LLLt; pftnnraduanlt  fr 11% 
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1.2 Wtf ct rftn acklal nf particpanl ca ac lafan alaracan aittctlti 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Lc lafan alaracan particpatfa ranlt bl nladlri anli lduiatfa altla    lad aad rlncfa ca auarnlr e 2015 

 
† Nfnl  lad f  alaracan rl lrt nf ntl  lad f  a plrtfa’t tcntltn altla f  lduiatfa  

 furil:  LMRU aaaaltct f  C O (QN   data) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Lifelonn alaracan particpatfa ranlt bl  frk tnanuti tlinfr aad fiiupatfa ( fr ntl lrpaflld) in quarter 4 2015 

 
*Ttl ‘Aaa fntlr NACE’ ianlnfrl caiaudlt anrciuanurli ifatnruitfai adrca   tuppfrni aad nraatpfrn; **PAD – pubaci adrcactnratfa   dl lail   

 furil:  LMRU aaaaltct f  C O (QN   data) 

  

Kll  aint aad  nurlt: ac lafan alaracan particpatfa ranlt in quarter 4 2015 

 In quarter 4 2015, Ireland’s lifelong learning partiipaton rane wat 7.2.2 ntl  frraa alaracan particpatfa ranl  at e 7%i 
ifrparld nf 2 6%  fr afa-formal learning. 

 Gender: 
 Wcnt a particpatfa ranl f  8%i  lraalt  lrl rfrl acklal ntaa raalt (6 o%) nf particpanl ca ac lafan alaracan; 
  the gender gap was narrower for formal learacan particpatfa  tlrl ntl dcilrlail bln lla raalt aad  lraalt  at 

altt ntaa fal plrilananl pfcan (e e%  fr raalt ifrparld to 5% for females) 
 Age and eduiaton: ac lafan alaracan particpatfa ranlt nlad nf dliacal  cnt anl bun rctl  cnt nrlanlr lduiatfaaa 
atacarlan altlat;  fr ntftl  cnt auaac iatfat an pftn Llatcan Clrn aad ntcrd altla (apprfe  100io00 plrtfat)i 
arnt:turaactlt nraduanlt  lrl rftn acklal nf particpanl ca ac lafan alaracan (rl lrt nf  lad f  tcntltn altla f  lduiatfa 
atacald).  

Kll  aint aad  nurlt: particpatfa ranlt bl  frk tnanuti tlinfr aad fiiupatfa in quarter 4 2015 

 Work tnanut: ac lafan alaracan particpatfa ranlt  lrl abftl atlranl  fr ntl lifafrciaaal caaittl aad ntl ualrpaflld; 
 tcal ntl ranl  at blaf  atlranl  fr ntl lrpaflldi ntct  at dul nf a partiuaaral af  particpatfa ranl arfantn ntl  uaa-
trl lrpaflld f  5 2%    

 For nhote in eiplooienns ntftl rftn acklal nf particpanl ca ac lafan alaracan  lrl ntftl  frkcan ca prf lttcfaaa aad 
plrtfaaa tlrtcilt fiiupatfat   Ia nlrrt f  tlinfri ntl tcntltn ranlt  lrl arfantn ntl pubaci tlinfr (PADi lduiatfa aad 
tlaant)i ntl  aaaicaa tlinfri aiifrrfdatfa: ffd tlrtcilti aad prf lttcfaaa aittctlt    



 

4 

2.1 Lc lafan alaracan particpatfa ca ntl EU and Ireland, 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.  LLL parncicpancfa ranlt  fr tlalinld EU ifuanrclt (aduant anld 25-6e llart)i 201e 

 

 furil:  Eurftnan (Jaauarl 2016) 

 

Figure 6   LLL parncicpancfa ranlt  fr Irlaaad aad EU 28 atlranl bl nladlri anli lduiancfa altla, lrpaflrlan tnanut aad alaracan nlpli 2014 

  

 furil:  Eurftnan (Jaauarl 2016) 
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Kll pfcant 

 Eurostat data shows that ia 201ei tce ifuanrclt tad aarladl rlaitld ntl EU 2020 blaitrark f  15% (Fcnurl 5) 

 Airftt ntl EU 28 ifuanrclti fa atlranli  ainfrt caiaudcan anli lduiatfa altla aadi nf a alttlr lenlani nladlri ailinld ac llong 

alaracan particpatfa ranlt (Fcnurl 6); ntct patlra  at aatf fbtlrtld airftt rftn cadctcduaa rlrblr tnanlt   

 Wcnt a ranl f  6 7% ca 201ei Irlaaad aannld ifatcdlrabal bltcad ntl EU 28 atlranl f  10 7% (Fcnurl 5), regardless of gender, 

anl aad lduiatfa altla (Fcnurl 6) 

 Particpatfa ranlt ca Irlaaad  lrl abftl ntl EU 28 atlranl  fr   

 nhe eionoiiiallo inaitie: ca Irlaaadi ntl lifafrciaaal caaittl  lrl rftn acklal nf particpanl ca ac lafan alaracan aittctlt 

(10 1%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf 8%  fr ntl EU 28); ca ifanratni airftt ntl EU 28i ntl tcntltn particpatfa ranlt  at 

fbtlrtld  fr ntl lrpaflld   Irlaaad raakld 6th tcntltn ca ntl EU  fr ac lafan alaracan arfantn ntl lifafrciaaal caaittl 

 forial learning aitiitet: ntl acklactffd f  particpatan ca  frraa alaracan aittctlt ca Irlaaad  at abftl ntl EU 28 atlranl 

(e e%  fr Irlaaad ifrparld nf o 2%  fr ntl EU 28)   Ia ifanratni tf ltlri Irlaaad’t particpatfa ranl ca afa-formal learning 

 at ifatcdlrabal af lr ntaa ntl EU atlranl; Irlaaad  at fal f  faal  fur EU 28 ifuanrclt  tlrl ntl particpaton rate for 

non- frraa alaracan  at af lr ntaa ntan f   frraa alaracan    frl ifuanrclt (Fraaili Fcaaaadi Dlarark aad   ldla) 

rlaitld fr leilldld 15% ntrfunt particpatfa ca afa- frraa alaracan aittctlt aafal  
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Figure 7   LLL parncicpancfa ranlt  fr the EU 28 atlranl (adults aged 25-6e llart)i 201e 

 

 furil:  Eurftnan (Jaauarl 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8   LLL parncicpancfa ranlt  fr Irlaaad aad EU 28 atlranl bl  frk tnanut aad alaracan nlpl, 2014 

  
 furil:  Eurftnan (Jaauarl 2016) 
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2.2 Lifelong learacan particpatfa in 2009 and 2014 

Kll points: particpatfa ranlti 2009 aad 201e 

 Wtcal ntl EU 28 ac lafan alaracan particpatfa ranlt cairlatldi ca ntl racai bln lla 2009 aad 201ei ntl particpatfa ranl  fr 

Irlaaad rlracald aarftn uaitaanldi  cnt ntl 201e ranl blcan altt ntaa taa  a plrilananl pfcan tcntlr ntaa ntan f  2009 

 Furntlrrfrli ntl nap bln lla ntl EU 28 atlranl aad Irlaaad  cdlald ftlr ntl plrcfd 2009-2014,  cnt a ntrll plrilananl 

pfcan  nap ca 2009 nrf can nf a  fur plrilananl pfcan nap ca 201ei dltpcnl fluinuatfat ca ntl canlrtlacan llart. 

Kll points:  frk tnanut aad alaracan nlpl 2009 aad 201e  

 Work tnanut: ntl EU 28 atlranl particpatfa ranl cairlatld airftt aaa  frk tnanut ianlnfrclt bln lla 2009-201e; tf ltlri ca 

Irelaad  tcal ntl particpatfa ranl cairlatld  fr ntl ualrpaflld aad ntl lifafrciaaal caaittli ntl particpatfa ranl arfantn 

ntl lrpaflld ainuaaal dliacald 

 Forial learning: over the period 2009-201ei particpatfa ca  frraa alaracan aittctlt ca Irlaaad cairlatld bun rlracald tnati 

 fr ntl EU 28 atlranl; ca ifanratni the non- frraa alaracan particpatfa ranl dliacald tacntnal ca Irlaaad bun cairlatld airftt 

ntl EU 28 atlrage.   
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o  Cfaiautcfa  
 While there has been some growth in Ireland’s lifelong learning rate tcail 2009, ntl nacati  tla ntll fiiurrldi tatl blla 

small,  cnt ntl nap bln lla Irlaaad aad ntl EU 28 atlranl ainuaaal  cdlacan bln lla 2009 aad 201e  I  patn nrladt 

ifatauli aad atturcan af pfacil canlrtlatfa ca ntl canlrtlacan llarti  in it unlikelo nhan Ireland and nhe EU 28 iounnriet on 

aierage will ieen nhe EU benihiark  fr ac lafan alaracan particpatfa f  15% bl 2020   

 Ctaaalanlti  tcit arl afn uacaul nf Irlaaadi caiaudl crprftcan particpatfa ranlt arfan ntftl  cnt af lr lduiatfa 

atacarlan aad fadlr anl nrfupt    plic i itaaalanlt  fr Irlaaad caiaudl ntl  ain ntan 

 Ireland’t workforie lagt behind nhan of iotn EU iounnriet in nhe exnenn no whiih in engaget in lifelong learning 

aitiitet, ranking 20th fun f  28  ifuanrclt  fr particpatfa bl ntl lrpaflld   Ia rftn fntlr EU ifuanrclti ac lafan 

alaracan particpatfa ranlt arl tcntlr  fr ntl lrpaflld ntaa  fr ntl pfpuaatfa ftlraaai cadciatan ntan particpatfa 

arfantn ntl lrpaflld (ltplicaaal ca afa-formal learning) ct ffla a kll drctlr f  ac lafan alaracan particpatfa    

 
Therefore learning fppfrnuactlt for those in the  frkpaail alld nf bl lepaadld aad nf fiiur fa a rfrl  rlaulan 

batct ntrfuntfun  frklrt’ iarllrt   Ttct ct partiuaaral relevant within the framework of Irlaaad’t Natfaaa  kcaat 

 nranlnl 2025 (pubacttld Jaauarl 2016)  tlrl fal f  ntl kll aitfat (Aitfa e 1) acrt ct nf prfrfnl ntl blal nt f  

lifelong learning among individuals, the self-lrpaflld aad lrpafllrt   Ttl  nranlnl rlifnactlt ntl rfal f  cairlatcan 

particpatfa cn lifelong learning in ensuring Ireland has a fllecbal, skilled  frk fril, where individuals (caiaudcan af -

skilled and older workers) iaa gain the skills to rftl bln lla jfbt aad iarllrt ntrfuntfun ntlcr  frkcan actlt. 

 

 Ireland’t partiipaton rane in non-forial learning it partiularlo lows  tcal cnt ranl f   frraa alaracan ct ntl tcent 

tcntltn ca ntl EU    f ltlri ca rftn fntlr EU ifuanrclti ac lafan alaracan ranlt arl drctla bl particpatfa ca afa-

 frraa alaracan aittctlt  In ct  frnt aftan ntan ltla ttfrn ifurtlt (l n  tlrcaar particpatfai ifurtlt afn aladcan nf 

ilrt iatfai aad iaattlt ca altlr  rctan fr drctcan) arl iaattc ld at afa-formal learning. Therefore, while Ireland has 

an above average particpaton rate for formal alaracani  tcit pfttcbal rlaucrlt a nrlanlr catltnrlan ca nlrrt f  

rfall aad trli nhe greanetn progrett nowardt iiproiing nhe lifelong learning rane iould be expeined no ioie 

froi expanding oppornunitet for non-forial learnings etpeiiallo in nhe workplaie.  This is also important in the 

ifanlen f  ntl EU’t Anlada  fr Nl   kcaat aad Jfbti  tcit rlifnactlti inier a ias ntl alld  fr cadctcduaat nf aiaucrl 

aad updanl  frkpaail tkcaat aad  fr lifafrclt nf bl abal nf ranit tkcaat tuppal aad dlraad at ntll ltfatl   
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Dl actfat 
Throughout this paper, the terms lifelong learning, formal learning, non- frraa alaracan arl utld aiifrdcan nf Eurftnan (aad Labfur Ffril 
 urtll) dl actfat2: 

 Lc lafan alaracan: ifrprctlt  frraai afa- frraa aad ca frraa lduiatfa aad nracacan; tf ltlri tnatttit prltlanld ca ntl QN   aad 
Eurostat data df afn iftlr ca frraa alaracan aad ntl dana ca ntct paplr rl lrt nf ntl cadctcduaat anld 25-6e llart  tf tad lagaged in 
formal and non- frraa alaracan aittctlt faal    

 Ffrraa lduiatfa ifrrltpfadt nf lduiatfa aad nracacan ca ntl rlnuaar tltnlr f  titffati uactlrtctlti ifaalnlt aad fntlr  frmal 
lduiatfaaa cattnutfat ntan afrraaal ifattnunl a ifataufut ‘aadder’ of full-trl lduiatfa  fr itcadrla aad lfuan plfpal   

 Non- frraa lduiatfa aad nracacan ct dl ald at aal frnaactld aad tutnacald lduiatfaaa aittctlt ntan df afn ifrrltpfad nf ntl 
dl actfa f   frraa lduiatfa  In ral fr ral afn nakl paail ca lduiatfaaa cattnutfat aad ianlr nf plrtfat f  aaa anlt  In ral iftlr 
lduiatfaaa prfnrarrlt nf crparn aduan acnlraili batci lduiatfa  fr fun-of-titffa itcadrlai ac l tkcaati  frk tkcaati aad nlalraa 
iuanurl.    tnnp:::li lurfpa lu:lurftnan:tnanctncit-lepaacald:cadle ptp:Lc lafan_alaracan_tnanctncit 

Ttl dana  rfr ntl QN   aad Eurftnani  tcal bfnt arl dlrctld  rfr ntl tarl turtll danai arl afn latrlal ifrparabal at ntl QN   ct a 
auarnlral  nurl  tlrlat ntl Eurftnan  nurl ct an annual average.   
 
In this paper, nhe publii teinor ifrprctlt pubaci adrcactnratfa aad dl lail (PAD)i lduiatfa aad tlaant: la arl;  tcal ntlrl arl tfrl aon-
pubacial  uadld segments ia ntl lduiatfa aad tlaant tlinfrti ntll rlraca rlaattlal traaa aad tatl blla ntlrl frl caiaudld ca ntl dana   

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Lifelong_learning_statistics

