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Chapter 5
Personal Watercraft –
Jet Skis and High
Speed Power Boats
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Personal Watercraft (PWC) such as

jet skis or water/wet bikes are a

rapidly growing segment of the

recreational craft market.

A PWC is a watercraft that is less

than 4.88 metres (16 feet) long,

propelled by a two stroke petrol

engine directly powering a water jet

pump and designed to be operated

by a person who sits, stands or

kneels on it. They are capable of

speeds exceeding 100 km/hr and

are highly manoeuvrable in

competent hands.

5.1 Training
It is recommended that persons

operating a PWC undertake

appropriate training. There are a

number of training schemes and

approved courses available and

information can be obtained directly

from course providers (see

Appendix 9 for details of course

providers).

5.2 Recommended
equipment for personal
watercraft (PWC)
■ Rope (5 m x 8 mm Nylon) for use

in towing and mooring.

■ A flare pack should be carried

containing a minimum of 1 x

pinpoint red, 2 x orange smoke

in a watertight container.
■ Carry a suitable folding anchor.

■ A collapsible paddle, which can

be stowed on board for use in

the event of engine failure.
■ Basic first aid kit.
■ PWC should be equipped with a

lanyard/kill cord to cut out the

engine; the lanyard/kill cord must

be attached to the operator's

body, clothing, or PFD/lifejacket.

A spare lanyard/kill cord should

always be carried on board.

■ Knife.
■ Torch.
■ Basic Tool Kit.
■ Fire Extinguisher.
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5.3 Personal equipment to
be worn/carried by operator
of the PWC
■ Suitable PFD/lifejacket (see

Appendix 5).
■ A whistle, fitted to each

PFD/lifejacket to attract attention

in the event of an emergency or

entering the water.
■ Suitable clothing, including a

wetsuit and hand/foot protection.
■ A suitable helmet, preferably

fitted with facial protection, if

operating offshore or involved in

wave jumping.
■ Goggles are recommended,

especially for salt water riding.

5.4 Personal watercraft
operations

5.4.1 Prior to entering the

water (Pre-Launch Checks)

■ To protect other water users and

due to high noise levels

generated, PWC may be subject

to specific local bye-laws issued

by harbour or local authorities to

restrict speed or the areas of

operation. It is the responsibility

of PWC operators to be familiar

with the relevant bye-laws in

force in the waters they use.
■ Check the weather/sea condition

forecast before starting out.
■ Always complete a safety

checklist (see section 5.7) prior

to departure. A waterproof

laminated copy of the checklist

should be permanently attached

to the PWC and located inside

the door of the storage

compartment.
■ Ensure all engine access and

storage doors are correctly

secured and sealed.
■ Be aware of correct procedures

for launching and recovery of a

PWC using a trailer.
■ Operators should be familiar with

and have practiced the

procedure for righting a capsized

boat. Rolling a craft over the

wrong way may result in water

entering into the engine, causing

serious damage to it and

rendering the PWC inoperative.

5.4.2 Emergency Procedures
■ In the event of falling off the craft

into cold water, re-board

immediately. Immersion in cold

water can result in a life-

threatening drop in body

temperature (hypothermia).

Hypothermia can also be caused

by wind chill, rain and

perspiration. To avoid this

danger, prepare by dressing

correctly including

wetsuit/drysuit, hand/foot

protection. Wearing your

PFD/lifejacket affords additional

protection against the cold.
■ If in difficulty, remain with your

PWC. Do not try to swim to shore

in cold water unless you are very

close to safety and you have no

expectation of speedy
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assistance. Swimming and

treading water use up valuable

energy and produce rapid heat

loss. If it is not possible to get out

of the water, wearing your

PFD/lifejacket will help increase

your survival time by keeping

your head out of the water.

5.4.3   On the water
■ Do not drink alcohol or take

drugs when riding a PWC: it is

illegal to do so and your ability to

make quick decisions is

impaired. This is critical when

operating a fast and

manoeuvrable PWC.
■ Study the manufacturer's

manual.  Practice the handling of

your PWC under experienced

supervision in open water and

well away from other boaters.
■ Be alert for the wave, wind, cloud

changes that may signal weather

changes.
■ Avoid skiing alone, especially at

sea.
■ A high incidence of accidents

with PWCs involve collisions with

other craft. Operators should

exercise the utmost caution

when approaching or overtaking

other boats and should never

manoeuvre at speed in close

proximity to other PWC, boats or

swimmers (see Appendix 1).
■ Where applicable, use buoyed

channels and designated zones.
■ If engaged in waterskiing or

towing a float, it is essential to

carry an observer. This should

only be done on craft with a

carrying capacity of 3 or more

persons.
■ Always ensure sufficient fuel is

on board for any intended trip.

Plan to return with the fuel tank

one third full thereby allowing for

any possible emergencies.
■ Additional petrol should not be

carried on board and no fuel

transfer should be attempted

once the vessel is afloat.

5.5  Offshore Cruising
Subject to suitable weather and sea

conditions, these craft are capable

of undertaking coastal or offshore

passages.
■ Such passages should be

undertaken in company with

other PWCs or suitable support

boats.
■ A nominated person ashore

should be aware of departure

times, destinations and expected

arrival/return times.

It is recommended that the

following are carried on board:
■ Compass.
■ Waterproof VHF Radio.
■ Passage Plan.
■ Chart of sea area.

The majority of PWCs are not fitted

with navigation lights, which the law

requires for operating at night.
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Therefore the use of such PWCs is

restricted to a period between

sunrise and sunset.

5.6  National Association
The Irish Sailing Association (ISA)

is the national governing body for

PWCs in Ireland (see Appendix 10

for contact details).

Personal Gear Tickbox

PFD/Lifejacket

Whistle

Wetsuit

Gloves

Helmet

Goggles

PWC Equipment Tickbox

Tow Rope

Flare Pack

Anchor

Collapsible Paddle

First Aid Kit

Engine Kill Cord

Spare Engine Kill Cord

Knife

Torch

Basic Tool Kit

Fire Extinguisher

Pre-Launch Checks Tickbox

Local Bye-laws/speed

restrictions

Weather Forecast

Tides

Local Chart

Fuel and oil tank full

Seats/Hatches sealed

External hull check

Engine test run

Engine Stops tested

Offshore Cruising Tickbox

Cruise in company

Passage Plan

Nominated Person Ashore

VHF Radio

Compass

5.7 Personal Watercraft Safety Checklist
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5.8  High Speed
Power/Sports Boats –
Operation and handling
A high-speed power/sports boat is

generally regarded as one capable

of achieving speeds in excess of 17

knots. There are a variety of craft

designed as high speed

power/sports boats, including rigid

GRP Vee profile hulls, RIBs,

Cathedral type dory hulls, etc. The

high speeds that can be attained by

these craft place specific demands

on the skills and capabilities of their

operators. These craft allow a

much shorter reaction time to an

incident than conventional motor

craft.

It is recommended that persons

participating in power/sports boat

activities undertake appropriate

training. A number of training

schemes and approved courses

are available and information can

be obtained directly from course

providers (see Appendix 9).

5.8.1 Pre-departure Checks
■ All persons on board any boat

under 7 metres in length must

wear a PFD/lifejacket – it’s the

law;

■ Check engine oil levels, etc;
■ Ensure all on board wear suitable

clothing.  Be aware of the effects

of wind chill at speed;
■ Carry sunscreen protection –

factor 15+;
■ If using an inflatable boat or RIB,

ensure all tubes are correctly

inflated;
■ Engine kill cord – Always wear

one, and test it prior to departing

the berth;
■ Competency and Skills – Ensure

you have received adequate

training in the operation and

handling characteristics of the

boat type you are using.

5.8.2  On the water
■ Maintain a good all round lookout,

particularly when in main shipping

channels;
■ Observe designated speed limits,

particularly on passage through

anchorages, marina approaches

and areas used by swimmers;
■ Be aware of the wash generated

by your boat, in particular when

close to or passing other boats;
■ Know your limits – be aware of

your ability and capability;
■ Know the boat’s limits;
■ Check fuel reserves regularly;
■ Do not overload the craft – these

craft are designed for a maximum

number of persons. If the boat is

CE marked, this number will be

indicated on the CE plate on the

transom;
■ Secure all boat equipment

correctly;

Persons under 16 years of

age are not allowed to be in

command of a fast power/sports

craft, i.e. a craft that can attain

a speed through or over water

of 17 knots or more
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■ Ensure all occupants are secure

and use the supplied seating and

handgrips;
■ If intending to swim from your

boat, consider its freeboard.

Check beforehand and make

sure there is a suitable means to

reboard from the water.

5.9  Waterskiing,
Wakeboarding and towed
rides
Persons involved in towed activities

such as waterskiing, wakeboarding

and the towing of inflatable

doughnuts, etc., should be aware of

the following:
■ A suitable PFD/lifejacket must be

worn.
■ There should always be an

observer in addition to the boat

driver aboard the towing craft.
■ Towing rides should only be

undertaken in areas either

specifically designated or in

areas clear of other shipping and

water users.
■ Ensure your Insurance Company

is aware of these activities.

When waterskiing, both observer

and skier should be aware of the

correct procedures and signals

required. It is recommended that

individuals undertake suitable

training and coaching.

The Irish Waterski and Wakeboard

Federation is the national body for

waterskiing in Ireland (see

Appendix 10 for contact details).
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Power Boats
The Irish Sailing Association is the

National Authority for powerboat

racing in Ireland.  Racing is

organised by clubs affiliated to the

Association. All racing is run in

accordance with the rules and

procedures of the Union

Internationale Motonautique (UIM),

which is the world governing body.

The UIM set out requirements for

vessel safety, skipper qualification,

scrutiny requirements and safety

management during a race.

5

Recreational_partB_ch2_5fn_Layout 1  17/10/2017  17:01  Page 76



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA39 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




