
Copy of a typical contract with a landholder participating in 
the Walks Scheme  

CONTRACT FOR MAINTENANCE 

OF THE     insert name of trail      WALKING ROUTE 

 

GENERAL 

       

1. This contract forms an agreement between insert name of landowner   with the unique identifier 
insert unique identifier (hereinafter referred to as the Landholder) and insert name of Partnership 
company (hereinafter referred to as “The Company”) for the development, enhancement and 
maintenance of the insert name walking route.  The Landholder agrees to repair, upgrade and 
maintain the agreed section of route in accordance with the agreed maintenance plan outlined in 
Schedule A. The landholder will permit access to walkers as Recreational Users (Users), as defined 
by the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1995 (“The Act”), in accordance with the terms and conditions set 
out herein and the provision of the Act. The Users will be expected to adhere to the principles of 
Leave No Trace.   
 

2. The Landholder agrees to give permission to members of the public to access their land along the 
route (mapped and agreed in the work plan specifications) for the period of 5 years, commencing 
on insert starting date and ending on insert finishing date, at which point a revised contract will 
be considered.  A minimum period of six months’ notice is required in writing before either party 
can terminate this contract and withdraw from the scheme. 
 

3. The scheme will only operate in respect of the entire route.  Where a section of the route is closed 
and permission withdrawn following the expiry of the six months’ notice period being given and 
in the event of a failure to reroute the track, all contracts in place on that route may become 
nullified and monies advanced to the Landholder who has withdrawn from the Scheme may 
become repayable to the local development company.  
 

4. It is hereby declared that if persons enter by permission they do so with the consent of the 
Landholder and no matter how often they enter, or in what numbers, they do not do so as of 
right.  No amount of expenditure by the partners to this agreement or private individuals on the 
route being used will alter this position. A notice to this effect will be on display at the trailhead.  
Nothing in this Agreement or/and in any notice or communication of any nature, issued by the 
Company shall impact or address any pre-existing public rights of way nor extend the duty on the 
Landholder above that set out in Section 4 of the Act, without the landholders consent. 
 

5. As evidence of the permissive nature of access to the public, the route will be closed for one day 
every year.  This one-day closure will be undertaken by the Landholder on a date to be agreed 
with the local development company.  The Landholder reserves the right to close the route in the 
short term for any reason. If the Landholder is required to do so, the Landholder undertakes to 
notify the company a minimum of two weeks in advance of the closure.  Where for exceptional 



reasons such notice period is not possible, notification must be provided at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

 
SCHEME MANAGEMENT 

 

6. The scheme will be administered in accordance with the Operating Guidelines of the Walks 
Scheme as determined by the Department of Rural and Community Development. 
 

7. The Company has overall responsibility for the management and administration of this scheme 
with the co-operation and support of Sport Ireland Trails who will be obliged to certify and inspect 
the trail on an on-going basis for insurance purposes. The trail will also be subject to inspection 
by the local Rural Recreation Officer or Company Representative. Maintenance work-plans will be 
approved by the Rural Recreation Section, Department of Rural and Community Development 
(DCRD). 
 

8. The Company undertakes to arrange, provide and deliver all materials as specified in the agreed 
workplan for those elements of the walking route that go across private farmland i.e. material for 
the construction of bridges, fencing, stiles etc.  Such materials (including temporary electric 
fencing) shall remain the property of the local development company and in the event of the 
walking route being terminated or realigned, will be removed by arrangement with the 
Landholder. These materials will be funded by the Department of Rural and Community 
Development, subject to the availability of funding. For audit purposes, the local development 
company will, on an annual basis, check at least 10% of the completed maintenance work carried 
out using materials expenditure. 
 

9. The Company shall retain a register of landholders participating in the Walks Scheme and this 
register shall be made available on request to any official from the Department of Rural and 
Community Development. Any change in tenure must be notified to the company so that the 
register can be updated and a new contract prepared. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

 

10. The agreed maintenance plan has identified the following number of hours for which payment 
will be made at the rate of €13.50 per hour1.   
 

Total No. of Hours      xx 

Rate per hour  € 13.50 

Total Payment    €xxxxx 

Once the work plan and this contract have been agreed and signed, the initial payment will issue 
in advance consisting of 50% of the agreed annual amount. Subject to the satisfactory completion 
of the agreed maintenance plan, further payments will issue at six monthly intervals subject to 

                                                 
1 Please see Paragraph 11, section b. below 



the availability of funding and subject to local development company confirmation that agreed 
works are completed to a satisfactory standard. 

 

PAYMENT TERMS 

 

11. Payment under this contract will be subject to the following conditions: 
 

a. Payment will not be given for works commenced or materials purchased before written 
approval has been conveyed to a Landholder  

 

b. Payment for maintenance works will be calculated on the basis of a number of agreed hours 
per annum at the current hourly rate of €13.50 per hour, a rate equivalent to the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine farm improvement “own labour” rate. This rate may be 
subject to change. Any subsequent change in the rate of payment will be applied to the 
Landholder’s next payment following a twelve month period after the rate change being 
implemented by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Landholders will be 
notified of any such changes in advance. 
 

c. Payment will only be made for the development, enhancement and maintenance work carried 
out to agreed standards as prescribed in the attached schedule for the relevant walking route. 

 

d. Payment will only be made in respect of the number of hours of work deemed necessary for 
the repair and upgrade of the agreed section of route in accordance with the agreed 
maintenance plan up to an absolute maximum limit of 200 hours in any 12-month period.   

 

e. In the event of permission being withdrawn by the Landholder without the required notice 
being given, or where works have not been completed to the specified standard set out in the 
agreed work plan, all of the monies advanced will immediately become repayable to the Local 
Development Company.  

 

INSURANCE   

12. XXX Insurance Ltd will provide insurance for the walk once the standard and safety of the route 
has been approved by Sport Ireland Trails.  Inspections will be carried out by a suitably qualified 
individual, appointed by Sports Ireland Trails, as a requirement of the insurance. 

 

13. XXX Insurance Ltd, DRCD and DLDC cannot assume liability for accidents, illnesses or claims arising 
during any work carried out by the Landholder. Landholder are advised to take such steps as may 
be deemed necessary to insure and protect themselves and their property. 

 
14. For the purposes of providing insurance for the walk, the register of landowners referred to in 

Section 9 above may be made available to the Sport Ireland Trails, the relevant Local Authority 
or XXX Insurances Ltd. In such circumstances, this information will be used solely to maintain the 
insurance cover for the walk and will not be subject to any additional processing.” 

 



FUNDING 

 

15. The scheme is funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development. 
 

CONSTRAINTS 

16. All work on the route will be undertaken in a manner, which is sensitive to the environment using 
local or indigenous material wherever possible and in consultation with relevant authorities 
regarding designations where relevant.  The usage of the path will be limited to pedestrians only 
unless otherwise agreed by all participants. This contract is subject to change at the discretion of 
DCRD who have responsibility for the delivery of the services contained therein. 

 

DATA PROTECTION 

 

17. I agree, under the terms of the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003, that The Company and the 
Department of Rural and Community Development can verify any information pertaining to my 
participation in the Walks Scheme. Any information acquired during this contract should not be 
revealed, except as authorised or required by assigned duties or for the purpose of providing 
insurance or indemnity cover.  This restriction shall continue to apply after termination of this 
contract without limit in time. 

 

INFORMATION  

18. Any complaints or issues arising from the scheme should be made in the first instance to the local 
Rural Recreation Officer/Trail Manager.  From time to time, it may be necessary to meet with a 
representative of the Local Walk Management Committee, Local Authority or other relevant body 
as the need arises. 

 

The above terms and conditions of the Contract are hereby agreed by:  

 

Signed: 

 

 

____________________________   Date: ________________ 

Landholder 

 

 

______________________________  Date: ________________ 

Rural Recreation Officer/Programme Manager  

For and on behalf of and with the Authority of the Company 
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