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Department of Agriculture, Food, and the Marine 

 

Trader Notice MH 04/2024 

 

To: All Food Business Operators producing animal by-products for the manufacture of 

petfood (PET-ABP) 

 

 

Subject: Requirements for the Selection of eligible Animal By-Products intended for the 

manufacture of Pet Food in Great Britain1 

 

Background    

 

Since the 31st January 2024 animal by-products dispatched directly to an approved petfood plant 

intended for the manufacture of pet food in Great Britain have required to be certified on GBHC 565. 

This certificate has a number of attestations that can only be certified if  Food Business Operators 

have procedures in place to select GB-eligible animal by-products (ABP) and exclude GB- ineligible 

animal by-products. 

 

Scope  

 

This Trader Notice applies to Food Business Operators approved under SI 22/2020 producing 

Category 3 ABP at slaughter plants that are eligible to be exported to Great Britain for the 

manufacture of Pet Food. 

 

Initially, this Trader Notice is intended to apply to eligible ABP from cattle, pig, and poultry 

slaughter. 

 

Role of the Food Business Operator  

 

FBOs involved in the production of animal by-products eligible to be exported to GB for the 

manufacture of pet food must draft an  SOP that describes how they intend to ensure compliance with 

conditions of certification for ABP to GB.  

 

Main Conditions for Selection of GB-eligible ABP 

 

1. The animals from which the GB-eligible ABP is harvested must have been either: 

a. Born and raised in Ireland, or 

b. Resident in Ireland for at least 3 months before slaughter 

2. Bovine animals born before 1st January 1997 are excluded from GB eligibility. 

 

Minimum Requirements for a GB Specific SOP 

 

The FBO’s SOP  must describe how they will select and segregate Cat 3 ABP that is eligible to be 

exported to GB for the manufacture of Pet Food. 

 

The SOP must contain at least the following information: 

1. In the case of cattle slaughter,  

a. residency will be checked in the lairage and, in the case of  

i. Imported cattle (red passports), or 

ii. Cattle reimported from NI. 

 
1 Great Britain is that part of the United Kingdom that excludes Northern Ireland, but includes the Isle of Man and the 

Channel Islands 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/646258d8427e410013b437b8/GBHC565_PET-ABP_Animal_by_products_for_petfood_v1.0_May-23.pdf
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those that cannot be shown to be resident in Ireland for 3 months or more will be 

segregated for separate slaughter. 

b. Bovine animals born before 1st January 1997 will be segregated 

 

2. In the case of pig and poultry slaughter: 

 

a. Pigs and poultry imported directly for slaughter will be slaughtered separately so that 

their Cat 3 ABP can be excluded from GB consignments 

 

b. Imported pigs and poultry that cannot be shown to have been resident in Ireland for at 

least 3 months prior to slaughter will be slaughtered separately. 

 

3. Streaming for slaughter will be implemented so that eligible Cat 3 ABP can be harvested 

separately.  

 

4. GB-selection streaming will be implemented alongside any other segregation procedures, e.g., 

Salmonella control, selection for China, TB reactors. 

 

5. Ineligible animals will be slaughtered separately, leaving a clear gap between eligible and 

ineligible animals. 

 

6. GB-eligible Cat 3 ABP will be harvested and placed into/onto clearly marked containers, 

trays, racks, etc. 

 

7. If plate-freezing is carried out, GB-eligible ABP will be frozen separately and clearly tracked 

through the freezing system until palletized onto clearly marked pallets. 

 

8. Ineligible Cat 3 ABP will also be clearly identified throughout the production process. 

 

9. Dispatch will be either directly to GB or indirectly through an intermediate plant. 

 

10. Monitoring, verification and recording procedures will be in place at all stages of production 

from lairage selection to dispatch of GB-eligible Cat 3 ABP. 

 

Non-Compliance 

Failure to comply with the procedures in this Trader Notice will result in the removal of certification 

for Cat 3 ABP to GB (directly or indirectly) 

 

 

 

Meat Hygiene Section 

March 2024 

 

 

 


