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Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) 
Update on Training Requirement for ACRES 

 
Dear ACRES Advisor 
 
As you know, the attendance of an ACRES participant at an ACRES training course is 
mandatory in their first year of participation in the Agri-Climate Rural Environment 
Scheme (ACRES).  While a large number of ACRES Tranche 1 participants did attend the 
mandatory ACRES training course before the end of December 2023, there are still some 
yet to do so. The Department progressed an amendment to Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan 
so that ACRES Trainers could exceptionally schedule training in January and February 
2024 for those ACRES Tranche 1 participants still to attend the training. 
 
The Department asks all ACRES Advisors to remind their clients who are in ACRES about 
the requirement to attend the mandatory ACRES training course and, where an ACRES 
Advisor is not an approved ACRES Trainer, to advise their clients about how to go about 
getting on a course e.g. directing them to the list of approved ACRES Trainers published 
on the Department’s website, so that ACRES participants may fulfil the training 
requirement. 
 
While it had been advised that no payments could issue in 2024 to ACRES participants 
until such time as they had completed the training, payments may now continue to be 
made to participants until the expiry of the deadline for training, after which payments 
may not be made if they have not completed the training. It is also for this reason that 
you should encourage your clients to attend the mandatory ACRES training course if 
they have not done so to date. 
 
Please note that it is not possible for the Department, due to the focusing of resources 
on the making of payments under both ACRES and the ACRES Training scheme, to 
provide you with a list of your clients who have or have not attended training. 
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Email: acres@agriculture.gov.ie, acrescp@agriculture.gov.ie, 
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