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Teagasc ACRES Queries – 24.11.23 

Catherine Keena Countryside Management Specialist 

 
 

Application  
 

1. Please confirm that the CP / General streaming and prioritisation for ACRES 2 is based 

on the 2022 BPS, while all Sustainable Management Planning including Geese and 

Swan calculations are based on 2023 BISS. 

The Stream checker for Tranche 2 of ACRES is based on 2022 BPS data. Annex 2A of 

the Terms and Conditions sets out the data used for determining the Tier for 

prioritising entry for ACRES General and Annex 3 explains Selection Criteria and 

marking system for Tranche 2 which uses 2022 BPS data. 

 

2. ‘Farmers with 3 hectares or more or 20% or more of the farm holding (whichever is the 
lower) declared as forage/habitat in the 2022 BPS within ACRES Co-operation area 
may only apply for the ACRES Co-operation Project approach’.  
 
We understand it is the area under the CP layer ONLY contributing to CP area 
calculation – NOT the full parcel which has some CP layer within that parcel, but which 
areas is used: Digitised / MEA / Eligible / Claimed?  
 
Where the full area of the parcel is under the CP layer it is the Digitised area of the 
parcel, for partially covered parcels it is the area under the layer that is within the LPIS 
parcel.  

 
3. Does this include only the area under the CP layer or the full parcel which has some 

CP layer within that parcel?  
 
See Question 2 above. 

 
4. Are ACRES margins removed from the area for calculating stocking rate.   

 
The stocking rate calculation uses the Reference Area of the parcels in BISS. Area 
under ACRES linear actions is not deducted when calculating the reference area of a 
parcel. 
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5. What about issues accessing new Partnerships? 
 
We are aware of an issue where Advisors are unable to submit an Expression of 

Interest for some Partnership cases or cases where the applicant has moved from a 

Partnership to a herd number or vice versa in 2022 and 2023.  We are currently 

working to resolve this issue. If this issue is not resolved by the ACRES Tranche 2 

closing date, Advisors impacted by this issue will be given an opportunity to submit 

the application for affected cases later. In this event, when we reopen the application 

system you will only be offered the opportunity to submit applications for the 

Partnership cases where you have informed us of the issue and submitted a 

screenshot of the error on or before the ACRES Tranche 2 closing date of December 

13th2023 5.30pm. 

 
6. Can a farmer with his own BPS in 2022 with no CP land on his 2022 BPS and has 

inherited CP land which is on the 2023 BISS, be considered for ACRES CP?  

 

No, the stream checker is based on the land declared on the applicant’s 2022 BPS. 

 

7. Can a farmer with his own BPS in 2022 and new commonage added to his BISS in 2023 

opt for the commonage action?  

 

Yes, the commonage action will be mandatory for this farmer. Only applicants that 

had at least 0.5 ha of commonage declared on their 2022 BPS would be considered for 

Tier 1 Priority entry to the ACRES General approach through the commonage action. 

 

8. Is land sold since BISS 2023 still included in Geese and Swan calculation?  
 
Yes, arable and forage land declared on the 2023 BISS is included in the minimum area 
calculation for Geese and Swan action. Refer to the Tranche 2 Specifications for more 
details. 
 

9. Is land sold since BISS 2023 still included in the ‘Ring Fencing’ calculation?  
 
Yes, ‘Ring Fencing’ calculation is based on 2023 BISS. 
 

10. Can Tree planting be additional to the 1 or 2 HAs planted under the Native Tree Area 
Scheme?   
 
Yes, these are 2 separate Schemes so the areas are not being treated as cumulative. 
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11. Can any (linear / point) ACRES Actions be located on the Multi-Species Swards 
Measure?  
 
This is a known issue and is currently being resolved on GLAM. 

 
 
Area Based Actions 
 

12. If grazing cover crops and need to keep a 3m buffer to a hedge, can the fenced off 6m 
arable grass margin act as the buffer if not using it to contribute to the lie back area?  
 
This question relates to conditionality so should be directed to Integrated Controls 
Division. 

 
13. For the 30% required uncultivated lie-back area, can this be claimed as ACRES Catch 

Crop Area if it is taken from the actual parcel through a 3m buffer and lie back? 
 
The lie back area is not eligible for payment in ACRES as it is a baseline requirement. 
 

14. Can cattle occasionally pass through the ‘Trees for Ammonia’ to move out from the 
yard? 
 
No. 

 
15. Can ‘Extensively Grazed Pasture’ be selected on a field with solar panels that is grazed 

by sheep and is the site suitable in all other respects? I assume the area claimed under 
BISS in 2024 will be reduced to exclude the actual area under the panels that cannot 
be grazed and this is also the relevant area for ACRES?  
 
If the parcel has an Eligible Hectare of greater than zero and is eligible for BISS then is 
can be considered for an ACRES Action. It must also meet all the requirements for the 
‘Extensively Grazed Pasture’ action. 
 

16. A farmer is availing of crop diversification through secondary cropping and has half 

the farm in ACRES Catch Crops and half in Catch Crops to avail of the exemption from 

the 2 Crop rule.  

 

Refer to 17.3 in the ACRES Tranche 2 Terms and Conditions. 

 

17. Can drains be maintained in Riparian Zones? 

The main requirement of the action is to exclude livestock from the zone thus helping 

protect water quality by reducing nutrients from soil surfaces and loss of sediment, so 

any works undertaken in these zones that run contrary to this aim should be avoided. 
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18. Management of intensive grassland next to watercourse, is it the stocking rate before 

imports taken, or are the imports slurry included in the 100KgN/ha?  

 

It is prior to imports. 

 
 
Linear Actions 
 

19. Is Whitethorn from nurseries in Northern Ireland acceptable?  
 
Plants must be purchased from DAFM registered professional operators. 
 

20. Is it the same management requirement for stonewalls selected in ACRES as a General 
Action and selected as an NPI?  
 
These are different actions. You must refer to the requirements set out for each one 
in the relevant Specifications.  

• For the General action ‘Traditional Dry Stone Wall Maintenance’. the wall has 
to be maintained in good condition for the entire duration of the contract.  
 

• For the ‘NPI-Repair of Traditional Stonewalls’, this is for walls in need of repair, 
once repaired into good condition the wall is maintained in good condition for 
the remainder of the 5 year contract. 

 
21. Riparian Buffers – Grassland 

 
Page 89 of Draft Specifications for ACRES 2: Note 1: Where a Riparian buffer strip is 
created in a parcel, bovines are not permitted to access any OSI Water line or single 
stream line watercourse at other locations in the parcel (drinking points are not 
permitted).  

 

• Does this mean the parcel as it is before splitting into 2 parcels or only within the 
newly created parcel where the Riparian Strips are located?  
 
The fencing requirement just applies to the newly created split parcel. 

 

• Has this been edited in ACRES 2 to exclude Riparian Zones as they will always 
become full parcels (when digitised after splitting), and the requirement does not 
apply to the remainder of the parcel which has been split off and become a new 
parcel and drinking points are permitted?  
 
Yes, the fencing requirement just applies to the newly created split parcel. 
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Co-operation 
 

22. When only a proportion of a parcel is mapped as CP – will the full parcel be scored as 
a CP parcel?  
 
Yes, in Tranche 2 once a farmer is approved as an ‘ACRES CP’ participant any LPIS 
parcel that intersects the Co-operation Project Zone with an eligible hectare greater 
than zero and declared as either PP/LIPP/THM in their 2023 BISS, will be considered a 
CP parcel and will be assigned a scorecard. 
 

23. Can a CP farmer who maxed out on stonewalls as a General Action with the budget 
remaining after ‘Ring Fencing’ – apply for further stonewalls as an NPI?  
 
Please confirm that the ACRES General stonewall limit of 4,000m does NOT apply in 
this case. 
 
They can apply for up to 1,000m of 2 sided walls and 500m of stonewall 1 sided for 
repair in an NPI Annual Works Plan. Each length applied for is only eligible for one NPI 
payment and once repaired must be maintained for the duration of the contract. All 
NPIs that are applied for will be screened by the CP teams before being approved. 
 

24. NPI Small Woodland 160 trees (.05ha) & Small Woodland 300 trees (.09ha) – can these 
be added together in one plot i.e. 14ha and fenced off as one plot (rather than 2 fences 
e,g, fence off 0.14ha at bottom of a field? 
 

a. Can they be doubled up as per Specifications into an area of 0.28ha to draw 
down a maximum payment per year (Page 10 of Specifications) 

 
b. Can farmer fence off 0.28ha at bottom of a field and plant 920 trees? 

 
No. 
 

25. Can a farmer put a field margin/riparian margin alongside these trees that are planted 
without fencing off the 3m margin as trees will already be fenced off?  
 

No. NPI Specification Page 7 - under Double Funding, states the same fence cannot be 

used to fulfil the fencing requirement where an applicant has chosen to select two 

actions in the same parcel or same location and each action incorporates a fencing 

element. 

26. Could Rare Breeds be considered for a NPI / LA payment in future if suited to the farm 
(and the farmer didn’t apply at the start).  
 
No, Rare Breeds is not included in the list of Non-Productive Investments and is not 
being considered as a Landscape Action. 
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27. Culverts – What is the definition of Arterial Drainage Channels. Below is a screen shot 
of a farmer’s field with the single streamline turned on. I have marked in the drainage 
system in blue that connects to the streams which drains are considered arterial 
drainage and which wouldn’t be eligible for the culvert. I understand there is a 
screening to be completed after. 
 

  
 

There is a layer in the CP farm plan map named OPW Arterial Drainage. You can see 
this by clicking in the plan list and going back to CP Farm Plan and switching on the 
layer. We will make this available as a layer on the NPI Map for the next application 
window. If placed on arterial drain in error this will not be approved after screening. 
 

 
 

 

28. Fencing- Permanent Electric – Regarding an external field boundary fencing in point 4 

of Specification. If the roadway is going into a farmer’s yard is it classified as an 

external field boundary? The below picture of a mockup scenario: MSC1530589 is 

divided from MSC1530593 by a roadway, if a farmer is looking to run a fence under 

NPI in MSC1530589, is this allowed? 
 

Yes. 
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29. Bracken strimming- Is it okay to use a tractor mower to cut the bracken? Or can this 
only be hand tools? It also says it can’t take place on steep slopes does that mean 
greater than 20%? 
 
If approved for Bracken strimming, the cutting of Bracken can only be carried out with 
a handheld strimmer. If you wish to use a tractor to control the bracken you should 
apply for ‘Bracken Mechanical’. The slope will be considered as part of the screening 
process. Contact the CP team for further guidance if required.  
 

30. Planting a new hedge- Is it possible to plant 2 hedges on an internal drain? The farmer 
would have access to both sides by being in the drain itself.  
 
Yes, once the location of both lines of hedging are clearly mapped and specification 
followed. 

 


