
 

Page 1 of 11 
 

DAFM Guidance on completion of the Private Attestation 
 

Background: 
Shelf-stable composite products which do not contain meat (excluding gelatine, collagen and highly 

refined products) must be accompanied by a private attestation signed by the importer or representative 

of the importer into the Union.  

Such composite products are subject to veterinary controls at the Border Control Post (BCP) of entry into 
the Union, except those products exempted from official controls at the BCP as per Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/630. A list of the products exempt from official controls at the BCP is 
available in the Appendix.   
 
This attestation must accompany the composite product at the Border Control Post, or for those products 

exempted from official controls, at the point of ‘placing on the market’ [e.g. place of destination, point of 

release for free circulation or at the premises of the operator responsible for the consignment]. 

The attestation must accompany each consignment of composite products imported into the Union. 

Completion of the Private Attestation  

Completion of Part I of the Attestation: 

The table below provides guidance as to what is required in each field. 

Boxes I.6, I.13, I.15, I.16 and I.19 are optional in the case of composite products exempted from official 

controls at the BCP. 

Box Description 

I.1 Consignor/Exporter 

 Indicate the name and address, country and ISO country code of the natural or legal person 
dispatching the consignment. This person shall be established in a third country 

I.2 Attestation 

 This should be a unique number applied by the importer as a reference for the consignment. 
There is no prescribed format for this number.  

I.2a IMSOC reference 

 This is a unique alphanumeric code assigned by IMSOC. This box shall not be completed if 
the attestation is not submitted in IMSOC 

I.5 Consignee/Importer 

 Indicate the name and address of the natural or legal person to whom the consignment is 
destined in the Member State  

I.6(1) Operator responsible for the consignment 

 Indicate the name and address, country and ISO country code, of the natural or legal person 
in the Member State in charge of the consignment when presented at the Border Control 
Post (BCP) who makes the necessary declarations to the competent authority as the 
importer or on behalf of the importer. This may be the same as I.5 

I.7 Country of Origin 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0630&qid=1619103113541&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0630&qid=1619103113541&from=EN
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 For products: indicate the name and the ISO country code of the country where the goods 
were produced, manufactured or packaged (labelled with the identification mark) 

I.8 & 
I.10 

Region of origin and Region of Destination 

 Only relevant where the movement of products are affected by regionalisation measures in 
accordance with Union legislation. 

I.9 Country of Destination 

 For products: indicate the name and the ISO country code of the country where the goods 
are destined for  

I.11 Place of dispatch 

 Indicate the name and address, country and ISO country code of the establishment(s) from 
where the products come from. Where required indicate the registration or approval 
number 

I.12 Place of destination 

 Indicate the name and address, country and ISO country code of the place where the 
consignment is being delivered for final unloading.  

I.13(1) Place of loading  

 Indicate the name and address and category (e.g. establishment, port or airport) of the final 
place where the products are to be loaded in the means of transport for the journey to the 
EU. In the case of a container, state where it is to be placed aboard the final means of 
transport to the EU. In the case of a ferry, indicate the place where the truck is to be 
embarked. 

I.14 Date and time of departure 

 For products: the date when the means of transport departs  

I.15(1) Means of transport 

 Select one or more of the following means of transport leaving the country of dispatch and 
indicate its identification; 

- Aircraft (indicate flight number) 
- Vessel (indicate vessel name and numbers) 
- Road vehicle (indicate the registration number with trailer number if applicable) 

In the case of a ferry, tick ‘vessel’ and identify the road vehicle with registration number 
(with trailer number if applicable), in addition to the name and number of the scheduled 
ferry. 

I.16(1) Entry Border Control Post  

 Indicate the name of the BCP of entry into the Union for attestations not submitted in 
IMSOC, or select the name of the BCP of entry into the Union and its unique alphanumeric 
code assigned by the IMSOC. 

I.17 Accompanying Documents 

 Only the commercial document references apply. Provide the number of the commercial 
document accompanying the load 

I.18 Transport Conditions 

 Indicate chilled when the shelf-stable composite product is being transported under 
controlled temperature for organoleptic quality reasons 

I.19(1) Container number/seal number 

 The container number must be provided if the goods are transported in closed containers. 
A seal number should only be provided if it is an official seal  

I.24 Total number of packages 

 Indicate the total number of packages in the consignment, where appropriate 

I.25 Total quantity 

 Not applicable to composite products – do not complete 
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I.26 Total net weight/gross weight (KG) 

 The total net weight is the mass of goods themselves, without immediate containers or any 
packaging. It is automatically calculated by IMSOC on the basis of the information entered in 
box I.27.  
Indicate the total gross weight, i.e. the aggregate mass of the goods plus immediate 
containers and all their packaging, but excluding transport containers or other transport 
equipment 

I.27 Description of the consignment 

  
i. CN code – CN code of the product as provided for in Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 
ii. Type of packaging – The type of exterior packaging for the products (e.g. cardboard box) 
iii. Number of packages – the total number of packages as provided in point ii.  
iv. Net weight – as per I.26 [relevant to the product] 
v. Nature of commodity – the type of processed product of animal origin(PPOAO)(e.g. 
milk/egg/fish) 
vi. Treatment type – the treatment applied to the PPOAO (e.g. UHT, sterilisation, cooked at 
180o C for 30 mins) 
vii. Date of production – date the product was produced 
viii. Batch number – the batch number assigned to the product. If no batch number 
available, the best-before date can be used here. This number must be displayed on the 
packaging. It will be used in the case of a product recall.  
Ix. Manufacturing plant: indicate the registration number or address of the plant where the 
final composite product is produced 
 
*If multiple products are included on each private attestation, box I.27 should be repeated 
for each product with a clear description of the product provided. A schedule should not be 
used to provide this information 

(1)  Fields are optional where the consignment is not subject to veterinary controls at the Border Control Post  

 

 

Completion of Part II of the Attestation: 

Product information will be required to be shared by the exporter with the EU importer to enable part II 

to be completed and signed. By signing Part II the importer (or representative of the importer) is 

providing the following public and animal health guarantees in relation to the composite product(s); 

1. Comply with the applicable requirements referred to in Article 126(2) of Regulation (EU) 

2019/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

The composite product must come from a listed third country for the products of animal origin 

contained in the composite product. 

The products of animal origin in the composite product must originate in an approved 

establishment (in line with Regulation 853/2004) which is listed for the purposes of import into 

the Union. 

If further processing of the POAO takes place during the manufacture of the composite product, 

that manufacturing establishment must also be approved in line with Regulation 853/2004 and 

listed for the purposes of import into the Union. Such processing or reprocessing of the 

ingredient of animal origin to be used in the composite product should be distinguished from the 

processing necessary for the manufacture of the composite product (e.g. cooking/baking). 
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Commission Guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Do not need to be stored or transported under controlled temperature  
 

 

“Controlled temperature” means that the products have been produced in a way that does not 

allow their transport and storage at ambient temperature. If the choice is made to transport or 

store a shelf-stable composite product under controlled temperature, for instance to preserve its 

quality, the requirements for a shelf-stable composite product remain applicable 

 

If you choose to transport a shelf-stable product under controlled temperature conditions that 

requires official controls at the BCP, we request that the product details be sent for approval to 

the BCP. A list of approved products will be maintained at the BCP to ensure no confusion arises 

as to the products categorisation. 

 

3. The products contain no colostrum-based product or no processed meat other than gelatine, 

collagen or highly refined products referred to in section XVI of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 

853/2004 

 

4. The products contain the following list of products of plant origin and processed products of 

animal origin. 

Legislation states that the list of ingredients of processed product of animal origin and plant 

origin should be provided in descending order, with the % of the products each product provided.  

 

Commission Guidance 

With a view to protect intellectual property, is it possible to group the information on the 

percentage of ingredients contained in the composite products when described in the private 

attestation?  

Yes. For instance, the percentage of all dairy ingredients could be grouped, or the percentage of 

all plant ingredients could be grouped. Only ingredients belonging to the same category can be 

grouped. 

 

5. The products contain processed products of animal origin, for which requirements are laid down 

in Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, 

originating from the following approved establishment….; 

The approval number of the establishment(s) of origin of the processed POAO should be 

provided, as well as the approval number of the establishment of origin of the composite product 

(if applicable – see point 1) 

 

6. Contain processed products of animal origin which originate, with the exception of gelatine, 

collagen and the highly refined products listed in Section XVI, point 1, of Annex III to Regulation 

(EC) No 853/2004, from third countries or regions thereof authorised to export each processed 
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product of animal origin to the Union as listed in Annex -I to Regulation (EU) 2021/405 or from 

an EU Member State 

The PPOAO in the composite product must originate in third countries which are approved for 

the import of each PPOAO in the composite product. In addition, the countries must be listed for 

the specific POAO in Annex -I to Reg 2021/405 

 

7. The products originate from third countries or regions thereof authorised to export meat 

products, dairy products, fishery products or egg products to the Union on the basis of the 

Union animal and public health requirements and which are listed at least for one of these 

products of animal origin pursuant to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/405 or 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/404 and included in the list laid down in Annex 

-I of Regulation (EU) 2021/405 for the species/commodity from which the processed products of 

animal origin contained in the composite products, with the exception of gelatine, collagen and 

highly refined products listed in Section XVI, point 1 of Annex III to Regulation (EC) NO 853/2004 

are derived 

The country where the composite product is manufactured must be listed for at least one of the 

POAO mentioned above and must also be listed for each relevant PPOAO contained in the 

composite product in Annex -I to Reg 2021/405 

 

8. The products have been produced in an establishment which fulfils hygiene standards, 

recognised to be equivalent to those required by Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European 

Parliament and of the council. 

The establishment producing the composite product must be registered with the competent 

authority of the exporting country. The importer can verify this based on provision of a 

registration number by the exporter. 

 

9. The products have been produced under conditions guaranteeing compliance with the 

maximum residue levels for pesticides laid down in Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the 

European parliament and of the council and the maximum levels for contaminants laid down in 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 

 

10. contain dairy products, which: 

 either have not undergone a specific risk-mitigating treatment provided for in Annex XXVII to 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692 (I); 
If the country of origin of the composite product (as indicated in box 1.7 of Part I of the 
attestation) and the country of origin of the milk/dairy product (i.e. country where the approved 
establishment of origin is) are listed in Annex XVII to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/404 
(entry into the Union of raw milk and dairy products not requiring a risk-mitigating treatment) 
or an EU country then the first option at point 10 of the private attestation can be retained 
 

 or have undergone a specific risk-mitigating treatment provided for in column A or B of the table 
set out in Annex XXVII to Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692; 
If the country of origin of the composite product (as indicated in box 1.7 of Part I of the 
attestation) and the country where of origin of the milk/dairy product (i.e. country where the 
approved establishment of origin is) are listed in Annex XVIII to Implementing Regulation (EU) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32022R0007&from=EN#ntrI-L_2022002EN.01000302-E0009
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2021/404 or an EU country, then the second option at point 10 of the private attestation can be 
retained 
 

 or have undergone a specific risk-mitigating treatment at least equivalent to one of the 
treatments provided for in column B of the table set out in Annex XXVII to Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2020/692; 

If shelf-stable composite products containing dairy products are imported from a third country 

which is not listed for the import of raw milk or dairy products into the Union (i.e. not listed in in 

Annexes XVII or XVIII to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/414) and the approved 

establishment of origin of the dairy product is located in a listed third country/an EU country, 

then those dairy products contained in the composite product must have been subjected to a 

treatment equivalent to UHT or sterilisation and the third option at point 10 of the private 

attestation can be retained. 

 

11. Any egg products within the product have undergone a specific risk-mitigating treatment at 

least equivalent to one of the treatments provided for in the table set out in Annex XXVIII to 

Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692. Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/ 692. 

If any egg products are contained in the composite product, the exporter should provide the 

importer with evidence that the egg products have undergone a treatment at least equivalent to 

that in Annex XXVIII to Regulation 2020/692. 
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This treatment can be applied to the egg product or during the manufacture of the composite 

product. 

Delete this attestation if no egg products are contained in the composite product 

Signature/Stamp/Qualification Section: 

The attestation should be signed by the importer or a representative of the importer. The qualification 

and title of the importer can be their position within the company/agent. No stamp is required. 
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Composite Products subject to official controls at the BCP 

Documentary Requirements: 

The importer must be registered with the Dept. of Agriculture and on TRACES-NT (IMSOC) - gov.ie - 

Trading in animals and animal products (www.gov.ie). 

The operator responsible for the consignment (if different to the importer) must be registered with the 

Dept. of Agriculture and on TRACES-NT (IMSOC) gov.ie - Trading in animals and animal products 

(www.gov.ie) 

For each consignment of composite products, 24 hours prior notification must be provided to the BCP by 

submitting part I of a CHED-P on TRACES-NT (IMSOC) and submitting the required documents to the 

DAFM imports portal.  

The Private Attestation number (i.e. number in box I.2 of part I) should be provided in the ‘Health 

Certificate’ section of the DAFM imports portal.  

We recommend that the private attestation be uploaded to the DAFM imports portal as soon as possible 

prior to the consignment’s arrival to enable the initiation of documentary checks thus facilitating a more 

rapid transit through the BCP.  

 

Submission of Private Attestations: 

A private attestation must accompany every consignment of shelf-stable composite products in line with 

the Official Controls Regulations. 

Private attestations can be submitted in the following ways; 

1. Scanned PDF uploaded to DAFM imports portal  

The private attestation should be uploaded to the DAFM imports portal in the ‘Health Certificate’ 

section. This will be required to complete the Import Portal submission process.  

If the operator so wishes, the private attestation may also be uploaded in section I.9 

[Accompanying Documents] of part I of the CHED in addition to the DAFM imports portal.  

 

2. Hard-copy accompanies the consignment 

The private attestation can be completed and signed and sent with the consignment.  

A scanned copy should be uploaded to the DAFM import portal to enable documentary checks to 

be performed in advance on the consignment’s arrival to assist with more rapid clearance of 

product through the BCP. 

 

 

 

Note: If exempted composite products are travelling with non-exempted CPs, they must be on a 

separate private attestation and separated in the load. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/72c8d-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/#register-to-import-and-export
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/72c8d-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/#register-to-import-and-export
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/72c8d-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/#register-to-import-and-export
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/72c8d-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/#register-to-import-and-export
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Composite Products exempt from official controls at the BCP 

Documentary Requirements: 

The private attestation must accompany the products at the time of placing on the market. There is no 

reference in the legislation requiring the attestation to travel with the products. 

These products will be subject to random risk-based inspections. If selected for such a risk-based 

inspection, the private attestation should be available when requested for inspection. 

Submission of Private Attestation 

For composite products that are exempted from official controls (as per table in Appendix), legislation 

states that the private attestation accompany the consignment at the time of placing on the market.  

The private attestation DOES NOT need to be submitted on the DAFM imports portal or TRACES. 

A CHED DOES NOT need to be created on TRACES. Submission of a CHED for such exempted products will 

create delays in the port as your product will be routed to DAFM for inspection, and a fee may be 

charged.  
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Appendix: 
Composite products exempt from official controls (Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/630)  

The table below sets out the composite products, in accordance with the Combined Nomenclature (CN) 

code, that do not need to be submitted for official controls at border control posts. 

In order to meet the requirements for exemption the composite product must; 

i) Be shelf stable 

ii) Not contain meat (excluding gelatine, collagen and highly refined products) 

iii) Meet the requirements of Article 163 of Regulation 2020/692 (as per points 10 and 11 on 

completion of Part II of the attestation above) 

iv) Meet the requirements of article 12(2)(c) of Regulation 2019/625 (points 6 & 7 above) 

v) Be securely packaged 

vi) Be labelled as for human consumption 

vii) Be listed in the table in the Annex (below) 
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