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Survey responses received by email and post
Please enter any additional comments relating to environmental issues associated with 

disposable vapes:  

• Dear whoever it concerns,I think you guys should most definitely ban vapes!!! Kindest regards,
Destiny

• A Chara At their meeting held on Monday 17th July 2023 the members of Offaly County Council
resolved that “Offaly County Council supports an outright ban of disposable / single use vaping
products and makes a submission to the Department of Environment, Climate and Communication’s
public consultation to that effect.”

• I have smoked for nearly 30 years and stopped to go on the vapes with much lower nicotine, if

these are banned I will end up going back to smoking again. I smoked menthol cigarettes they were

banned now you are planning to ban vapes too I do not agree with this at all. Thanks Lesley

• This email will likely get ignored or lost in the vast amount of emails sent. I am not a user of
disposable vapes although I am a vape user. My partner however is. He has smoked cigarettes for
20 odd years and only in the last few months he has transitioned to disposable vapes, he tried the
reusable ones but for whatever reason he hasn’t found one that agrees with him, he has attempted
to quit cigarettes multiple times over the years and only with the disposables has he had any
measure of success.
That being said we both hate the disposable nature of them and are sickened at the sight of them
littering everywhere. The wording disposable apparently leads people to believe that they can be
thrown away anywhere. I know they can be recycled in the same manner as batteries but I believe
that something needs to be done to encourage that.
Rather than banning them outright (leaving room for a black market of unregulated vapes) I believe
that a solution is to enforce a system much like when you buy cooking gas. Patrons pay extra
without a used “canister” to hand in and only get a discounted price with a used vape to recycle.
The planet has no need for disposable objects and the general public needs to be more aware of
the term disposable not meaning in a ditch. Advertising campaigns and more incentives to dispose
of them correctly unfortunately is the only way to go. Banning them outright does not ensure they
are not acquired and teenagers in particular will find a way of getting them and be introduced to
more nefarious characters than they perhaps would have. The fact of the matter is they exist now,
the time for banning them was banning their production initially. Products that are not refillable or
widely recyclable should not be produced in the first place but much like single use plastics we have
to find a way of editing what’s there already.   Kind regards Karen

• To whom it may concern, I’m writing to express my concerns in relation to your proposal to ban
disposable cigarettes.   First, and perhaps most important, it’s completely unacceptable this
constant attempt to restrict citizens of their freedom to use their money the way they want. We are
still a free country, despite your attempts to control every single aspect of people’s lives.   Secondly,
this has helped people like me stop smoking cigarettes, which is undoubtedly extremely harmful to
our health.   Finally, instead of allowing for larger disposable cigarettes to be sold, which would
result in less waste, you propose to ban it.   This is nonsense and a direct attack on our freedom.
The problem has been created by you, the government, who initially wouldn’t allow for more than
2ml. Had you allowed 10ml or perhaps 20ml:1- Kids wouldn’t be able to afford it! 2- less waste 3-
Cheaper product   Quite frankly, I don’t know who is behind this proposal and whether they have a
functioning brain. I believe they don’t. Someone must be lobbying this weak government who fears
small and loud groups more than the actual people affected by their decisions!   I urge you to think
of the consequences of this decision. Thousands of people will turn to cigarettes instead. It’s
important to keep in mind that people like me have the ultimate goal of stop smoking and the
disposable cigarettes are definitely part of the transition. They really do help.   Please also consider
the possibility of allowing companies to sell larger devices. I’d honestly agree thats small ones
should be banned!   This will reduce the number of kids purchasing the devices and the amount of
waste.   For once, I implore people behind these decisions use their brain.   I hope you reconsider
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   this proposal!   Best, Lucas H! 
• I personally think this government is ridiculous.   My 70 yr husband was diagnosed with cancer and 
   stop smoking straight away with the help of the vape.Get grip and keep your great ideas for  
   something that would really help the people of Ireland You lot are not going to get elected again   
   Susan Sherry  
• I feel these should be banned. I notice a lot of young people using them and feel the low cost of 
   them and the fruit flavours encourage them to purchase  
• Hello! My husband is now 52 and healthier than ever after starting vaping. He's been vaping for 10 
   years now. He's not coughing or spitting his lungs out. And he's walking 10 kilometers a day. It's  
   only money. And we think that the government just wants us back into cigarettes. He's a addiction  
   councillor himself and knows what it's like. A person with multiple addictions have most  
   problems getting of cigarettes than anything else. That's why we say NO for banning  
   vaping. Yours truly, Minna Sheehan 
• Hi I'm using vapes the last 11 years and they have really helped me to stop smoking tobacco 
   cigarettes even the smell of the smoke makes me sick To have the vapes from been sold will push a  
   lot of people make to cigarettes   I know they should out be sold to kids under 18 years old . But  
   that's the shops responsibility to stop that .   Regards Theresa  
• The disposable vaps are fierce handy no real up keep and if your not a real heavy smoker I find   
    them very useful in a lot of different ways  
• I Vape and 100% agree that disposable Vapes SHOULD be banned. Environmentally their spent   
   carcasses literally litter every street I walk down and this is a by product of those that use them and 
    the people they are targeted at! I've seen Children as young as 9/10 years old sucking on these  
   disposable Vapes made in every flavour imaginable to target Children. I began vaping to quit  
   smoking and was successful in doing so though the Vape I use now is chargeable, refillable and  
   costs just enough that kids wouldn't be tempted to buy one. I also use tobacco flavoured liquids  
   not strawberry rhubarb and cream candy floss bubble gum flavour! The producers of these  
   products knew fine well who they were targeting and had no qualms about it as long as there was 
   money to be made. Ban away with my blessing. No idea why I've been sent a suggestive email that I  
   should be outraged by this. I'm easily more outraged that these exist.  
• Hello, I registered to complete this survey (using email amfuller@gmail.com ) now deadline 
   extended to end of today but I on the portal, the survey isn't open. I would like to register my  
   opinion that all single use vapes should be banned entirely. We have legislation to ban single use  
   plastics in some areas and my opinion is the ban should extend to vapes. Kind regards Anne-Marie  
• CIWM Ireland are fully aware of the risk of fire from small WEEE, not just vapes being disposed of 
   inappropriately.  CIWM Ireland believes there needs to be mandatory registration with the current 
   WEEE EPR system to ensure that those producing new technology or microWEEE products, like  
   vapes are incorporated.   This allows for funding for treatment of this stream, along with funding to  
   manage additional environmental impacts, like littering.   CIWM Ireland recommends vapes with  
   the EPR system should incur higher compliance fees for ‘disposable’, encouraging a move away 
   from single use.  Governments across the  globe are introducing policies to remove single use items  
   – so perhaps vapes is one such item that is not designed for single use.   Including category specific  
   targets rather than a blanket 65% across the entire WEEE sector and CIWM Ireland suggests for  
   disposable vapes this could be 85%.  Longer life products could be lower, allowing for reduced  
   takeback over their longer lifespan.   There is already an extensive collection network under battery  
   and WEEE systems that could and should be utilised by cape users for capture and treatment.   
   CIWM Ireland believes there is already awareness campaigns supported by local authorities, these 
    should continue to be fully supported in any changes that come about from this consultation.    
   CIWM Ireland proposes any items that are not registered in a compliance scheme are removed  
   from point of sale, this requires collaboration from all stakeholders to ensure effective monitoring  
   and swift enforcement.   Introducing a requirement for design for treatment should also be  
   considered as part of these proposals, ensuring the items can be separated out into respective  
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   components so that more resources are made available for the circular economy.  CIWM Ireland 
   suggests a ban, for items like vapes are a tool in the reserve toolbox, as a lever if other  
   interventions do not provide the desired outcome.  
• Should be banned as they are a commonly littered item that includes hazardous valuable and non- 
   renewable substances such a lithium batteries.  Lithium leak into water courses can pollute the
   water as well as the loss of valuable lithium being used in non-essential one use items. 
• I believe that a licensing system to sell any vaping liquid or tech would be the best way forward.

This would detter to Euro shops or discount stores, as well as (petro)  This would also stop pop-up
shops and markets and music events.

• At the monthly Council meeting on 12 June last Councill Dermot Lacey requested that I contact
you to request your department to explore the potential for prohibiting the sale of disposable
vaping devices that contain batteries.   Councillor Lacey expressed concern at the potential danger
to the drainage systems and rivers as a result of the devices being littered across the city.  The
Council executive would support a prohibition on these products.  Yours sincerely, Owen P. Keegan,
Chief Executive.

• Dogs + wildlife can get very sick if injested or small children.
• Need facilities to dispose of these vapes immediately then ban them outright
• I have been appalled by the use of vapes these past number of months.  I fear they could do more

damage than tobacco. In fact I’d rather walk through a plume of cigarette smoke that the vapours
produced by this filthy items. I see lots of young people using them.  I was in a shop last week and a
young person was asking the assistance how many puffs she could get, like an addict already and
she may have been only 20.   Please do all you can to ban these items. Please ask Minister M.
Martin to work his magic again for the sake of the country’s health. Thanks.

• Please see attached comments appended.  Company background. Imperial Tobacco John Player is a
subsidiary of Imperial Brands Plc, a FTSE 100 company headquartered in Bristol and London in the
UK.  Imperial Brands is a global consumer goods organisation and the fourth largest international
tobacco company. Aligned with our purpose to forge a path to a healthier future for moments of
relaxation and pleasure, we are also committed to building a sustainable next generation product
(NGP) business, offering smokers a targeted range of potentially less harmful alternatives to
traditional tobacco products. Included in its portfolio is blu bar, a disposable vaping device which
was launched in Ireland in early June 2023.   Background to Disposable Vape Consultation   Imperial
Brands welcomes debate around the reduction of waste and the promotion of positive
environmental policy.  However, we believe the Public Consultation on Disposable Vaping Devices
has been prejudiced and fatally undermined by the Minister of State with responsibility for Public
Procurement, eGovernment and Circular Economy, Ossian Smyth.    In his announcements around
the public consultation, the Minister has consistently made it abundantly clear that his preference
and ultimately his objective is to ‘ban disposable vaping devices’ to purportedly solve an
environmental problem. While the consultation gives two other options, it is clear from the
Minister’s interview broadcast on ‘Today with Claire Byrne’ (Radio 1, June 1, 2023), that the
consultation will be an empty exercise as the Minister has already made up his mind even though
the consultation is open until July 27th 2023.  These comments of the Minister constitute a clear
and unpermitted fettering of his discretion in circumstances where the policy development in
relation to waste reduction in relation to disposable vaping devices is only at a preliminary phase.
In circumstances where the Minister is considering whether to exercise a discretionary power, it is
unlawful for the Minister to choose one option, without considering all the evidence before him
and without properly evaluating all of the options available to him.   Nonetheless, Imperial Brands
welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this public consultation on disposable vaping devices
and to put our views on the record.   Imperial Brands and Minister Smyth share the same goal,
maximising recycling and eliminating landfill.   Differences relate simply as to how achieve these
aims, not the aims themselves.   The Impact of disposable vaping products on the environment
Imperial Brands recognises there are sustainability challenges associated with disposable vaping
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   devices and we are fully committed to working with consumers, retailers and regulators to finding  
   solutions to minimise the environmental impact of these products.  It is clear to see that some  
   consumers do not dispose of their vape devices responsibly as these products can be found as litter 
   in public spaces.  This is not acceptable.  It must change.   However, while cape producers inform  
   consumers through the product device and packaging that the vape product should not be  
   disposed of in household waste and should be returned to a public amenity, this is clearly not  
   enough, and much more needs to be done to inform the consumer of correct disposal options.  
  What Imperial Brands Currently Do   We ensure fill compliance with existing environmental  

   regulations and directives, such as the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEE) Directive  
   regulations.   Imperial Brands is a member of WEEE Ireland, the organisation committed to  
   delivering cost-effective compliance and we have had several engagements with it to date.   We  
   met with WEEE Ireland before entering the disposable vaping device market here for its approval of 
   messaging in a consumer leaflet to encourage responsible of our product.  We place the crossed- 
   out ‘wheelie-bin’ symbol on blu bar and on our consumer leaflet which highlights that the 
   disposable vape should never be placed in household waste.   We are  currently testing initiatives to 
   encourage consumers to return their finished vape to retailers for onward safe and correct  
   disposal.     How can consumers be encouraged to correctly dispose of their disposable vape   We  
   believe WEEE Ireland can play a major role in encouraging consumers to dispose of vape devices  
   responsibly.   In fact, WEEE Ireland has already taken a lead in this placing large disposable bins at  
   festivals and universities to dispose of their empty vapes.   Any disposable vaping product can be  
   recycled for free at WEEE Ireland Blue Battery Boxes.  WEEE Ireland Blue Battery Boxes can be  
   found at most newsagents, supermarkets, electrical retailers and local authority recycling  
   centres/civic amenity sites.   It is possible that many consumers of disposable vapes are simply not  
   aware of this as product packaging is clearly not enough on its own to raise awareness.   WEEE  
   Ireland and its members could develop and conduct a public awareness campaign at points of  
   purchase and consumption to inform consumers that their used disposable vapes must be returned 
   to retailers or civic amenity centres for correct disposal and not littered on the ground.  A key  
   message should be to highlight to consumers that there is a lithium component in electronic vapes  
   and it must be disposed responsibly.   It is our view that many consumers are unaware that  
   disposable capes contain lithium batteries.   It is incumbent on both manufacturers, retailers and  
   the State to ensure that electronic vaping devices, which are potentially less harmful to the  
   individual than smoking combustible tobacco, are not ecologically harmful in the long-term.    
   Should Disposable Vapes be banned to reduce their environmental impact?   Disposable vapes  
   should not be banned for the following reasons: 1 We seek to offer adult consumers a choice of  
   potentially reduced risk products.  Disposable vapour products form part of the offering.   We have  
   launched a high quality and compliant product into the market, focused solely on meeting the  
   expectations of existing adult smokers and nicotine users.  Disposable vapes have grown in  
   popularity amongst those seeking less harmful alternatives to traditional tobacco as they are more  
   affordable than reusable vaping devices and easier to purchase.  A prohibition would thus  
   negatively limit the choice of those seeking to quit smoking for whom they are a popular product.   

 Indeed, the Minister for Public Health recently stated in the Dáil that 1/5 smokers used vaping to  
   quit smoking.   2 The Minister is unlawfully fettering his discretion in relation to the exercise of a  
   discretionary power without considering all evidence before him and without properly evaluating  
   all of the options available to him.   3 A decision to ban disposable vaping devices is entirely  
   disproportionate to the aim which the Minister seeks to achieve and is manifestly unreasonable in  
   all of the circumstances.   4 It is not open to the Minister to ban a product outright where other,  
   and more proportionate, reasonable and workable alternatives to achieve the same objective are  
   available.    5 Banning disposable vaping devices in circumstances where less intrusive means to  
   achieve the aim of the Minister are available constitutes a disproportionate interference with the  
   property rights of manufacturers, importers and retailers of disposable vaping devices.    6 A ban on  
   disposable vaping devices would infringe on the free movement of goods under EU law in  



   circumstances where single use/disposable electronic cigarettes are included with the scope of  
   TPD2 (Directive 2014/40/EU) and where Member States may not prohibit or restrict the placing of  
   such products on the market, other than in defined, limited circumstances.   7 Any proposal to  
   prohibit or restrict disposable vaping products must be notified to the European Commission which 

 must decide whether or not such a ban would be justified, necessary and proportionate to the aim,  
   and whether or not such a ban constitutes a means of arbitrary discrimination or a disguised  
   restriction on trade between the Member States.  The proposed ban here is clearly unjustified, not  
   necessary and disproportionate and would constitute an arbitrary discrimination against certain  
   products and would constitute a restriction on trade between Member States.   8 Finally, a  
   prohibition will obviously further increase n illicit market in disposable vaping devices which will be  
   driven to cheap, unregulated and potentially dangerous products which will ultimately end up in  
   landfill.  There will be added shipping footprint, multiple times higher plastic content and less 
   circular economy value.    Revenue should be consulted about the impact of any potential ban on  
   legitimate sales to assess the enforcement requirement to police illegal vapes.  It should be noted  
   that Revenue’s own research finds that 30% of the cigarette market in Ireland is illegal or sourced in  
   other jurisdictions.  Furthermore, the state could implement a reasonable, volume-based excise  
   rate for vape liquids – including disposables, that reflects their reduced risk potential.  Applying  
   excise to vape products would bring order and control to the vape market and would enhance  
   enforcement.   Any revenues generated could be redirected at mitigating sustainability challenges 

 associated with these products.    Furthermore, an additional revenue stream could be unlocked by 
 setting a reasonable excise rate for disposables to reflect their reduce risk potential.  The additional 
 revenues could be redirected at mitigating sustainability challenges associated with these products.  
 The state should expect that illegal importers of non-compliant disposable capes will have no  

   qualms about selling to minors unlike responsible and legitimate manufacturers, importers and  
   retailers who already apply an over 18 sale only requirement despite no legal requirement being in  
   place.    The Minister’s rationale in proposing a prohibition of the sale of disposable vaping devices  
   is due to the presence of plastic and electronic components, including a battery.   However, we note 
   the inconsistency whereby he has proposed no such ban of toys and novelty goods which are very  
   prevalent in landfill.   The Minister will be aware that forthcoming EU Battery Regulations will  
   provide that all such batteries must be removeable or rechargeable and our company will ensure 

 our products will be compliant when that time comes.   Other Consultation Options   As well as the  
   prohibition of disposable vaping devices, the Minister has outlined two other potential policy  
   options, namely – 1 The establishment of a deposit and return system for disposable vaping  
   devices.   2 Improving producer responsibility to ensure all producers placing devices on the market  
   are registered; ensure enforcement of Extended Producer Responsibility requirements is adequate;  
   improve education and awareness around returning devices into the WEEE and battery collection  
   schemes for responsible recycling.   A deposit and return scheme is quite cumbersome and would  
   place a lot of burden on retailers.   Imperial Brands strongly endorses option 2 – improving the  
   existing producer responsibility scheme and increase consumer awareness and education of  
   responsible returning of used vape devices.  We look forward to contributing further positive and  
   practical ideas to reduce incorrect disposal of used disposable vapes.   17 July 2023  

Number of responses: 20 
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