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Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
 

Management Board Policy Forum Meeting 
 

 Minutes 
 

10 June 2019 
 
 
Attendance  
Secretary General,  Mr. Menton, Mr. Lowry, Ms. Godkin,  Mr. Downes, Mr. Moloney,  
Dr. Fallon-Byrne, Mr. Feeney, Mr. Quinn, Ms. Coleman, Ms. O’Reilly, Mr. O’Keeffe,  
Mr. Kinnane, Mr. Hearne, Ms. Callaghan, Mr. Howard 
 
 

 
1. Draft Minutes 
 
The draft minutes of the last two meetings of the Policy Forum (11 April and 10 May) were 
agreed. 
 
 
2. Brexit Update  
 
Mr. O’Keeffe gave a presentation to the Board outlining the current position regarding Brexit, 
including the upcoming European Council.  He also have an overview of Brexit preparations 
and the various cross-departmental structures which are operating in this regard.   
 
Mr. O’Keeffe also briefed the Board on developments with respect to Brexit Infrastructure 
and outlined the role of the Brexit Infrastructure Group.  He concluded with an update on 
other No-Deal preparations, which covered a broad range of issues sectors and issues. 
 
The Board welcomed the update, discussed the expenditure issues arising and noted the 
linkages with the next item on the agenda. 
 
 
2.  Budgetary Strategy 
 
Mr. Kinnane presented to the Board on preparations for Budget 2020 and the current 
expenditure position.  He addressed the broad context for the Budget, including the risk of 
overheating and causes of uncertainty, including Brexit. 
 
Mr. Kinnane gave an overview of the Expenditure Benchmark and reflected on expenditure 
trends in recent Budgets.  The potential impact of a disorderly Brexit was discussed, before 
the presentation concluded with a review of the medium term perspective and potential 
expenditure pressures.    
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The Board welcomed the update and it was noted that discussions will continue over the 
coming weeks. 
 
 
3.  Multi-annual Capital Envelopes 
 
Mr. O’Keeffe made a presentation to the Board on the Multi-Annual Capital Allocations and 
capital expenditure trends since 2005, in which it was noted that capital spending is 
approaching historically high levels.  He gave an overview of the main spending areas in 2019, 
including housing, roads, schools and water.     
 
He highlighted the importance of the multi-annual capital allocations, the need for 
Departments to manage within these allocations and the 2018 / 2019 position in respect of 
performance against these allocations.  Mr. O’Keeffe also addressed construction sector 
capacity and some initiatives being taken in this regard.  He also highlighted the risk of 
construction price inflation and issues arising. 
 
The key issues arising from the presentation were discussed, along with next steps.  
 
 
4.  Any Other Business 
 
The next Management Board Policy Forum will take place on Friday, 12 July.   
 
It was highlighted that suggestions for topics for Policy Forum meetings in Q3 and Q4 should 
be forwarded to Mr Feeney.  
 
 
 

 
Next Meeting: Friday, 12 July 


