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 South Kerry Development Partnership tendered for and secured the 

contract to roll out the ACRES CP in Kerry & West Cork on behalf of 

DAFM, based on success of the award winning MacGillycuddy Reeks & 

Eco-social farming EIP Projects, and locally led on the ground 

experience working with farmers and the farming communities in 

South Kerry for over 30 years. 

 South Kerry Development Partnership (SKDP) is a local development 

not for profit company, focussing on rural & community development, 

since 1991.

 SKDP rolls out many programmes including: LEADER (RDP), SICAP, The 

Walks Scheme, The Local Employment Service, Rural Social Schemes, 

TÚS and Skillnet.   
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 Patricia Deane, Project 
Manager

 Mary Toomey- Senior Ecologist

 Marianah Sahmad- Project 
Administrator

 Stephen O’Shea- Beaufort 

 Luke Myers- Beaufort

 Michael Morrissey- Camp

 Catherine Heduan-Camp

 Dáire O’Hare Doherty- Kenmare

 Tiernan O’Shea- Kenmare

 Howard Cross- Bantry 

 Brogan Jones- Bantry

 Rhona Coughlan-Camp

 Luke Sullivan-Beaufort

 Caoimhe Mulcahy-Kenmare

 William Hayes-Bantry

 Stephen Mulkearn-Bantry

 Fiach Byrne-Camp

 Siún Ní Cheallaigh- Non CP 
Commonages

CP Team  
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CP Team offices 

• Camp- Dwyer's Digital Hub,

• Beaufort Village- The Old 

Barracks,

• SKDP Offices, 21 Henry Street, 

Kenmare & 

• West Cork Development 

Partnership, The Warner 

Centre, Bantry.



ACRES CO-OPERATION 

PROJECT KERRY WEST CORK

❖ Team have varying skillsets- from working on previous EIP projects: 

Pearl Mussel, IRD Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchment, Eco-

social farming & MacGillycuddy Reeks, farm advisory experience, 

environmental consultancy with qualifications in Ecology, Ecological 

Assessments, Environmental Science, Wildlife Biology, Zoology, 

Climate Change with specialist ornithologists, hydrologists etc. 

CP Team  
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‘To work closely with the custodians of the land - the farmers and their farm 

advisors to support them to improve the environmental and agricultural condition 

of their land in a sustainable manner’. 

 The ACRES Kerry/ West Cork CP Project has five high level objectives:

1) The protection of watercourses;

2) Supporting carbon storage and sequestration and the protection of rare and threatened habitats;

3) Supporting the conservation of rare and threatened species;

4) The management of invasive species and

5) Delivery of training to farmers & advisors.

Local Action Plan
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• 37 Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)

• 14 Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

• 9 Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)

• 66 Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)

 Within these sites there are:

• 40 Annex I Habitats

• 20 Annex species (excluding birds)

• 14 Annex I Birds (plus 31 other rare or threatened bird species for which the 
SPAs are designated)

• 40% of watercourses have high-status objective

• 3359 National Monuments



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork- possible NPIs

Gappy hedgerow
Photo credit: MacGillycuddy  Reeks EIP

Hedge rejuvenation- spindle
Photo credit: Eco-Social Farming EIP

Hedge rejuvenation- hedge 

laying adjacent to earth bank
Photo credit: Eco-Social Farming EIP

 



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork- possible NPIs
• New hedgerows- this action is unavailable on within archaeological monument buffer 

zones and within 30 m of an archaeological monument.

• Not available or SAC/SPA non CP parcels

• Is not be permitted on a peatland scorecard, and consider suitability of applying in other areas i.e. 

Chough, coastal etc.  

• Not available on a field boundary, unless farmer has control of and access to both sides.  



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork-possible NPIs

(Photo credit: Pearl Mussel Project ltd) 

Bank erosion and river sedimentation-Riparian Margin (Sheep Fencing) 

* Tree 

planting not a 

suitable 

action 

adjacent to a 

Pearl Mussel 

catchment 



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork-

need to follow NPI specifications



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork- possible NPIs

Riparian Zone. Pasture Pump- need to be at 

least 20m from a watercourse, as per NPI 

specifications. 

Solar Powered Pump 
Photo credit: IRD Duhallow Farming for 

Blue Dot Catchment EIP



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork- Considerations



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork-possible NPIs

Culvert- not permitted on a 

natural watercourse or 

arterial drainage channels. 

Check GLAM layer for OPW arterial 

drainage



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork-possible NPIs

Not suitable for bracken treatment- 

slope & protecting watercourse

Bracken treatment-after 

1st cut



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork-possible NPIs

Water trough- 20m from 

watercourses
Photo credit: IRD Duhallow Farming for Blue 

Dot Catchment EIP

Riparian Planting (this example does not 

have tree guard or stake) 
Photo credit: IRD Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot 

Catchment EIP



ACRES CP- Kerry West Cork- Considerations

 When planning NPIs:

▪ Care when planning any NPIs adjacent to watercourses

▪ Consideration of archaeological monuments in field

▪ Be mindful of existing habitat type, or known species in the area i.e. Pearl 

Mussel

▪ Refer to specifications when planning all actions with farmers

▪ Consider NPIs to improve results based score

▪ Consult with CP Team for advice if needed 



Thank you all for listening! 

Questions? 
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