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Commonage in ACRES 

• Mandatory action for all commonage on 
2022 BPS

• 10,220 herd owners with commonage in 
ACRES T1

• 268,518 Ha of commonage, average claim is 
27 Ha

• Min. stocking rate – number on approval 
letter by 31/12/2023

• Agreement not to hinder or block works
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Change of commonage areas
• All owned, leased & rented on ‘22 BPS taken into contract, 

forms base unit value going forward.
• If commonage parcel remains on BISS, it will remain in 

contract.
• If share reduces or parcels lost off BISS, contract area will 

be revised, but no clawback applicable.
• If commonage was the only Tier 1 priority action and it is 

lost, then this results in 100% penalty for one year.
• If commonage remains on BISS, but participant wishes to 

withdraw it from ACRES, then entire ACRES contract is 
ineligible.
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Commonage Scoring

• All CP commonage parcels assigned to CP 
teams

• All non-CP commonage parcels assigned 
to successful bidders for tender

• Teams decided which of the parcels 
<=10Ha needed to be scored

• Following assessment, individual min. 
stocking rates may be revised



CP Teams Role
• Dedicated ACRES Commonage Portal on 

GLAM

• Scorecards assigned by CP teams and CP 
Commonage plans submitted

• Dedicated protocol for assessing active 
turbary on commonage

• Shareholders in CP commonages will be 
able to form commonage management 
groups as LA in conjunction with CP teams
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Commonages <=10 Ha
• Parcels will be identified and applicable 

participants informed that ACRES adviser needs 
to prepare and submit a Commonage Farm Plan 
(CFP) for each parcel

• CFP Prepared by farmers ACRES advisor

• Provision to include all activities:
➢Habitat restoration
➢Vegetation control

• CFP to be uploaded onto ACRES Ag scheme by 
15th May 2024



Average Weighted Score



Scoring Results – CP & LIG/LIPG



Commonage Scoring Results
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Payments

Results based for commonages > 10 Ha

Field 
Score

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Payment 
€/Ha 

220 180 145 115 90 70 60 50* 50* 50* 50*

*Participation payment set at €50/Ha on first 20 Ha’s irrespective of 
results-based score

Commonage 10 Ha or less - €120/Ha



Thank You
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