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Current situation

« 45,650 active applications

* Currently matching ACRES application data with
BISS 2023 data

 Once datais reconciled application will go
through Pre Payment Validation checks

« Payments will Issue after application successfully
passes PPVs



Circulars

ACRES Circular No. 8/2022 — Conservation of Rare Breeds
— Circular sets out clarification in relation to Rare Breeds
eligible for ACRES and also clarification in relation to the
relevant recognised Breed Societies

ACRES Circular No. 13/2022 — Revised Terms &
Conditions and Specification — Circular sets out a number
of updates on the T&Cs and also a number of changes to
the Scheme Specification, as outlined in Annex 1 of the
Circular

ACRES Circular No. 1/2023 — Amendments to
Specification —amendments made In relation to certified
seed being required for the establishments of certain
ACRES action. Clarification also on seed rates for Winter

Bird Food



Circulars

 ACRES Circular No. 3/2023 — withdrawal of an action from an
ACRES contract and possible financial consequences

 ACRES Circular No. 4/2023 — Amendment to Planting a New
Hedgerow Specification

 ACRES Circular No. 10/2023 — Application Form to register as a
sub-contractor for

* the Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES)

 ACRES Circular No. 11.1/2023 — Transfer of ACRES Contract

 ACRES Circular No. 14/2023 — Amended ACRES Penalty
Schedule & Submission of Scorecards

https://www.gov.le/en/service/f5a48-agri-climate-rural-
environment-scheme-acres/#acres-circulars



https://www.gov.ie/en/service/f5a48-agri-climate-rural-environment-scheme-acres/#acres-circulars
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/f5a48-agri-climate-rural-environment-scheme-acres/#acres-circulars

Circulars
ACRES Circular No. 8/2022 — Conservation of Rare Breeds

Circular sets out clarification in relation to Rare Breeds eligible for ACRES and also
clarification in relation to the relevant recognised Breed Societies

. There are atotal of 9 types of Rare Breeds allowed in ACRES (4 cattle, 3 horses
and ponies, 2 sheep and goats).

. The allowable list of Department recognised Breed Societies are listed on the
Circular

ACRES Circular No. 13/2022 — Revised Terms & Conditions and Specification —

Circular sets out a number of updates on the T&Cs and also a number of changes to
the Scheme Specification, as outlined in Annex 1 of the Circular

Update on Information and Data Protection

Update on Payment Rates and Clarification on Rare Breed Progeny

Clarification on Ranking and Selection Criteria

Clarification on splitting parcels, Natura, Monuments, Breeding Waders, eligibility
requirements, catch crop seed mix, geese and swans, grass margins etc



Circulars
ACRES Circular No. 1/2023 — Amendments to Specification

 amendments made in relation to certified seed being required for the establishments of
certain ACRES actions including Catch Crops, Environmental Management of Arable
Fallow, Riparian buffer strips/zones, winter bird food etc. Labels and receipts for these
actions must be retained.

* Winter Bird Food —the minimum seed rate should be at least one third of the monoculture
rate for each of the chosen prescribes species for a three-way mix

ACRES Circular No. 4/2023 — Amendment to Planting a New Hedgerow Specification

« Participants will be required to plant at least 5 plants per metre in a double row using
species shown on the Table in the Circular

* No longer arequirement to plant at least 3 species or to have not more than 85% of one
species making up the total

ACRES Circular No. 14/2023 — Amended ACRES Penalty Schedule & Submission of
Scorecards

e Sets out amendments on the ACRES Penalty Schedule
e Sets out changes to the timeline for submission of scorecards



ACRES Circular No. 3/2023 - Withdrawal of Actions

A request in writing must be submitted to ACRES operations by the
applicant or their representative, formally notifying the department of their
Intention to withdraw the action from the ACRES contract

by email to

acres@agriculture.gov.ie or acrescp@agriculture.gov.ie (depending on the
stream)

or by postto

ACRES Section or ACRES CP Section (whichever Is appropriate)
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford Y35 PN52

Depending on whether the withdrawal of the action has implications for the
Tierage of the application, penalties may be incurred. The penalty for
withdrawing an action that causes the loss of Tier 1 or Tier 2 status is 100%
of the ACRES payment for the year of withdrawal

The applicant may be required to pay back all money paid for the withdrawn
action from the commencement of the contract up to the point of withdrawal



mailto:acres@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:acrescp@agriculture.gov.ie

ACRES Circular No. 11.1/2023 Transfer of contracts- Rules

A participant may only hold one ACRES contract.

A participant continues to be fully responsible for the
Implementation of the commitments entered into under the contract
for the duration of the contract, unless a request to transfer the
ACRES contract has been approved.

Only atransfer to a Family Member is permitted.

If a change In herd number Is required, this must be advised at time
of application for transfer.

All ACRES commitments and associlated land parcels must be

Included In any application to transfer. A scheme contract may not
be divided.



ACRES Circular No. 11.1/2023 Transfer of contracts- Rules

Transfer approval will only become effective, once the transferee
becomes the registered Business ID owner.

BPS/BISS applications must match the herd number on the ACRES
contract.

After the approval of an ACRES transfer no further transfer of the
contract will be permitted for a year unless it Is due to death of the

participant or certified serious illness.
Following the transfer of the ACRES contract the transferee is liable

for a full clawback, including payments issued prior to the transfer,
In the event of penalties, including the withdrawal of actions or the

entire contract



ACRES Circular No. 11.1/2023 Transfer of Contracts- Process

In compliance with the ACRES Terms and Conditions, all ACRES
contract transfer requests must be made in advance in writing using the
attached ‘Request for Transfer of ACRES Contract form. The form must be
signed by all parties requesting the transfer and returned by emalil to:
ACRES@aagriculture.gov.ie in the case of ACRES General contracts, or
ACRESCP@agriculture.gov.ie in the case of ACRES Co-operation contracts,

or by post to the address below

ACRES Section or ACRES CP Section (whichever Is appropriate)
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford Y35 PN52


mailto:ACRES@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:ACRESCP@agriculture.gov.ie

ACRES Circular No. 11.1/2023 Transfer request form

Section A — Name change

Business ID*: Mew Business |D* (if applicable):

Current Mams: Mews Mame:

Relationship between parties:

Mote: * ‘Business ID' shall mean Herd Number, Registered Farm Partnership ID or Company 1D
registered with the Department.

I/We hereby agree to continue with the ACRES contract approved in the name of

and abide by the Terms and Conditions of the Agri-Climate Rural
Environment Scheme [ACRES) and the associated Specifications for the Tranche under which the
contract was approved.

I/'We also hereby declare that |/fwe do not currently hold an ACRES contract in any other name and
am/fare fully aware that it is not permitted to hold two ACRES contracts at the same time. |fwe
understand that if it is later found that |/we made a false declaration, |/we will have to refund the
Department of all monies received as a result of the false declaration.

Signature Signature Date

Lection B — Deceased case:

Business 1D Mew Business |D (if applicablea):

I|/We also hereby declare that |/we do not currently hold an ACRES contract in any other name and
arm/fare fully aware that it is not permitted to hold two ACRES contracts at the same time. |/we
understand that if it is later found that |f'we made a false declaration, |/we will have to refund the
Department of all monies received as a result of the false declaration.

Signature Signature Date

Section C - Partnership case:

Business |D*: Mew Farm Partnership Number:

Mame on Contract; Mew Names on Partnership:

Relationship between parties;

Mote: * “Business ID° shall mean Herd Number, Registered Farm Partnership ID or Company 1D
registered with the Department.

I/We heregby agree to continue with the ACRES contract approved in the name of
and abide by the Terms and Conditions of the Agri-Climate Rural

MName of Deceased: Mewws Mame:

Certified full copy of Will attached (Y/MN):

Relationship between parties:

Environment Scheme [ACRES) and the associated Specifications for the Tranche under which the
contract was approved.

Mote: * ‘Business 1D’ shall mean Herd Mumber, Registered Farm Partnership ID or Company 1D
registered with the Department.

I/'We hersby agree to continue with the ACRES contract approved in the name of

and abide by the Terms and Conditions of the Agri-Climate Rural
Environment Scheme (ACRES) and the associated Specifications for the Tranche under which the
cONtract was approved.
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Sighature Signature Date
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Low Emission Slurry Spreading

Holdings must have a grassland stocking rate of less than 100Kg Nitrogen per
hectare from grazing livestock manure prior to export of livestock manure

All the slurry applied on the farm (produced and/or imported) must be spread by
one or a combination of Band spreading, Injection systems or Trailing shoe for
each year of the contract,

Pig slurry is not eligible for payment under this action. Only slurry produced on the
holding (excluding pig slurry) is eligible for payment.

Retain and provide If requested documentary evidence to confirm; the spreading
method used, and the volumes spread on the holding. slurry produced, imported,
spread and/or areceipt from the contractor or other evidence as required.

The minimum volume of slurry that must be applied on the holding each year of
the contract using one of the above listed methods is 50 cubic metres.

Farmer or their approved adviser must submit a completed annual slurry
declaration return to ACRES section, DAFM, Johnstown Castle. This will be done
through an online portal




LESS screen, LESS claim option will appear where the application has an approved LESS action
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LESS, Select Create to access LESS claim screen

Client List

' Tranche 2
LESS Claim Summary W
SCheme Year Status Submitted Date Actions
2023
Business IL Actions

ltesms peer page: 3 - 1 5 af 148 > >
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LESS, Contractor details. Input details and select next to move on
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> (1 https://agfood.icentest.agriculture.gov.ie/agsch-acres-ui/#/acres/create-less-claim AN a2 gy C2 = ®

Welcome to Microsoft Edge for Business, the new experience when signed in with your work account. Dismiss

e

A A false or misleading statement may lead to disqualification, liability to refund any payments obtained and possible prosecution. Failure to submit this form may result in you becoming ineligible for payment for the Low-emission Slurry Spreading
action and/or the Scheme itself. Please note that payment will not issue or may be delayed if all relevant fields are not completed.

Contractor Details LESS Claim

Contractor Details (if applicable) :

Contractor Name

dfkjdkjflkdglkdjglkds] X

Contractor Address
Address

dkdksjskslsksjdmdldk?d44dfkjdigflle X

Town

dfjkjdkfjkdfkdfkdfkdhflhd b4
County

asdfgasdfgasdfgasdfgasdfg >
Eircode

kBu/lyyd >

Contractor Phone No.

0123456789 X

Next
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Click add new spread to begin entering details
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Department of Agriculture, _ ) )
Food and the Marine Agri-Climate Rural Emvironment Scheme

b & LESS Claim

Home

A A false or misleading statement may lead to disqualification, liability to refund any payments obtained and possible prosecution. Failure to submit this form may result in you
becoming ineligible for payment for the Low-emission Slurry Spreading action and/or the Scheme itself. Please note that payment will not issue or may be delayed if all relevant
fields are not completed.

Contractor Details LESS Claim

‘ Give details of dates: spread method; volume of slurry produced on the holding: volume imported; total volume spread and LPIS numbers where the slurry was applied.
Note: At least 50m™~ of slurry must be applied annually on the holding to be eligible for this action. For calculation purposes 1m=~ equals 1,000 litres (220 gallons).
Mote: Imports will not be included in calculation of payable total.

LPIS Parcel Spread Method Date Spread Volume Produced [rn3'_l A Volume Imported {m3} B Actions

Mo New Spread added
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LESS, Add spread event screen
€ G

() hitpsy/agfood icentestagriculture. gov.ie/agsch-acres-ui/#//acres/create-less -claim
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Spread Method °

Band spreading (Dribble Bar)

Spread Date *

22108/ 003

Volume Produced A

454674

Volume Imported B

5,002

Total Volume Spread (m”] A+B
00454

"Atleast one of the Volume falds require value input. Both felds cannot be l&ft empty,
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LESS, validations on spread screen

Only parcels with an eligible hectare > 0 claimed on BISS 2023
will be available on the drop down

Only approved spread methods; Band spreading, Injection
systems, or Trailing shoe, are available on the drop down

Volume produced and Volume imported must be entered In
separate fields and at least one of the fields must be filled In.

Multiple spread events on the same parcel can be input
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LESS, Summary screen

O

s ACRES @ DOMINIC

Department of Agncuiture

Food and the Marine Agri-Chmate Rural Enwvironment Scheme

{l & LESS Claim

Home

A Afalse or misleading statement may lead to disqualification, liability to refund any payments obtained and possible prosecution. Failure to submit this form may resuit in you
becoming ineligible for payment for the Low-emission Slurry Spreading action and/or the Scheme itself. Please note that payment will not issue or may be delayed if all relevant
fields are not completed.

Contractor Details LESS Claim

@ Give details of dates; spread method; volume of slurry produced on the holding: volume imported; total volume spread and LPIS numbers where the slurry was applied.
Note: At least S50m~ of slurry must be applied annually on the holding to be eligible for this action. For calculation purposes 1m~ equals 1,000 litres (220 gallons).
Note: Imports will not be included in calculation of payable total,

LPIS Parcel Spread Method Date Spread Volume Produced (m°) A Volume Imported (m°)B Actions

- Trailing shoe 2023-10-03 20 50 V4

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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LESS, Minimum amount 50cl

¢ applied annually on the holding to be eligible for this action, For calculation purposes 1m’ equals 1,000 litres (220 gallons),
uded in calculation of payable total.

Submit LESS Claim
tal
A Total Produce is less than S0m’, the minimum required for payment. You LESS action O
will be rejected.
n System 108
Do you wish to continue submission of claim?
Shoe y . 10
X Cancel
N v Wl O
items per page: 5
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LESS, Submit claim

« G () https//aglood icentest agriculture.gov.ie/agsch-acres-ul/# /acres/create-less-claim A QR O ¢ @ | -

e Welcome to Microsoft Edge for Business, the new experience when signed in with your work account. IR Dismiss

Submit LESS Claim X

1/we hereby declare that |/ we have fulfilied all the undertakings as set out in myplour Agri-Climate
Rural Enviroomental Scheame aoolication 1or scheme yedr and that the information outlined ia
1SS APONCALION IS COrTect,

| Gaclace that pig shurry Quartities are NOT Included In my claim
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LESS, claim submitted

LESS Claim Summary

SCheme Year Status Submitted Date

2023 2023-10-15
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Documents to be submitted

« Soil sample document - deadline 15t May 2024
« Soil sample exemption form - deadline 15" May 2024

» Rare Breeds annual membership 2023 - June 2024
(exact date to be confirmed)



This Is the Document Manager. You can upload a particular document by selecting
upload document from the actions tab for the particular document you want to upload

Document Manager

Documents
New YearLast  Year Document
Document Type Document  Document Created /Soil  Actions
Required Uploaded Sample Date
Soil Sample i
Recylt - N 2022 01/0%9/2023 .
lesults ¢) ViewDocuments
ACEES Soll
Samp = Exemptio M - . &€ Upload Document
Form (Appendix
8
mare Breeds
Annua N
. - = L1 ¥
Membership
Certification
& Cancel
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Upload Soil sample document. Select date, and upload PDF file from your computer.

Upload Document Soil Sample Results

Document Type : Soil Sample Results 2022

Select Soil Sample Date * [=)

Select File o File Selecteo
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You must confirm the date of the document

®

"l'_'l

s this the Soil Sample Results for 03/10/20237
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Document successfully uploaded

Document Successtully Uploaded
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ACRES Training

A core requirement of ACRES is that all participants must attend mandatory
ACRES Training course In their first year of participation in Scheme (so for
Tranche 1 participants, by 31 December 2023)

Currently 513 approved ACRES Trainers

For those of you who are not ACRES Trainers, please assist your clients by
encouraging them to approach an ACRES Trainers, a list of whom are on
Department’s website, or by putting them in touch with one.
Non-attendance at training course by 31 December 2023 will not impact the
making of advance payment to participants in Nov 2023 as they would still
have until end December 2023 to do course.

Payments for those who have attended courses to date have started to issue.



End

Thank you for listening
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