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Main changes to specs
• Catch Crops

• Over winter stubble

Learnings from GLAM
• Drawing improvements

• Issues with quantifying certain actions eg Planting a traditional Orchard

Overview
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Catch Crops Table 1: List of prescribed Catch Crop species

Catch Crop species Monoculture seed rate (kg/ha)

Buckwheat
50kg

Crimson Clover 15kg

Berseem Clover 15kg

Balansa Clover 15kg

Squarrosa Clover 15kg

Forage /Fodder Rape 8kg

Mustard (White) 15kg

Mustard (Brown) 7kg

Oats 100kg

Black Oats 60kg

Phacelia 8kg

Sunflower 20kg

Rye 150kg

Tillage Radish 10kg

Vetch 30kg

Leafy Turnip 8kg

Peas 80kg

Beans 140kg

Linseed 30kg

Red Clover 20kg

Fodder Radish 10kg

*Kale/rape hybrid 8kg

New species added

•Balansa Clover

•Squarrosa Clover

•Brown Mustard

•Fodder Radish

•Kale/rape hybrid

Change to seed mix requirement

The seed mixture must comprise at least two

species using the monoculture seed rates from

the prescribed list set out in Table 1.

There is no maximum in terms of the number of

species that can be used, but at least 100% of a

full sowing rate must be reached.

You should not have any more than one species

at 60% of a full sowing rate in the mix.
*The kale/rape hybrid is classified as one species; a further species will be required to

meet the minimum requirement of at least two species in the mix.
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Phacelia 2kg (25%)

= 100% of a full sowing rate
Vetch 7.5kg (25%)

Berseem clover 3.75kg (25%)

Black oats 15kg (25%)

3. Non-brassica four-way mix kg/ha

Forage rape 1.6kg (20%)

= 108% of a full sowing rate

Leafy turnip 1.6kg (20%)
Linseed 6kg (20%)
Fodder radish 1.2kg (12%)
Crimson clover 1.8kg (12%)
Sunflower 2.4kg (12%)
Vetch 3.6kg (12%)

2. Seven-way mix kg/ha

Forage rape 4.8kg (60%) = 110% of a full sowing rate

Tillage Radish 5kg (50%)

1. Two-way mix kg/ha

Examples

Meeting 100% of a 
full sowing rate

*A non-brassica catch crop mix is particularly suitable where oil-seed rape is part of the crop rotation
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Over winter stubble
New option added to cultivation requirement

Following the harvest of a cereal crop, oilseed rape or linseed

(but not maize), one of the two options below must be

implemented in line with the requirements set down in SI No

113 of 2022 (as amended):

Option A: To provide a food source for birds, leave stubbles

in situ until at least 1 February of the following year

OR

Option B: Conduct shallow cultivation to encourage the

emergence of a green cover within 14 days following harvest

and leave in situ until at least 1 February of the following

year.
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Circulars
ACRES Circular No. 1/2023 – Amendments to 
Specifications 
Certified seed must be certified 

Certified seed 

Certified seed must be used for 
the establishment of the 
actions listed below. All seed 
labels and receipts for these 
actions must be retained. 
Farm-saved seed is not 
permitted. 

• Brassica fodder stubble 
• Catch crops 
• Environmental  management      

of arable fallow 
• Geese and Swans 
• Grass margins – Arable 
• Protection and maintenance 

of archaeological   
monuments - Arable 

• Riparian buffer 
strips/zones – Arable 

• Unharvested cereal 
headlands 

• Winter bird food 

ACRES Circular No. 4/2023 –Amendment to 
Planting a New Hedgerow 
Species from prescribed list must be used but it is no longer a 
requirement to use three species or to have not more than 85% 
of one species making up the total 
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GLAM Update ACRES T2
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Plan Summary

No changes to this page
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Plan Details
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Priority Environmental Asset  Area on holding 

Private Natura ha 

Geese and Swan Mapped Area ha 

Breeding Wader Mapped Area ha 

High Status Water Objective Catchment ha 

Vulnerable Water Area ha 

Designated Raised Bog 500m buffer (LIPG) ha 
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Plan Details

No change to PIP-N or PIP-P Maps

Conservation Targets 

Cooperation Zone 

NMS - Sites and Monuments 

Barn owl map 

Grey partridge map 

Chough map 

Whinchat map 

Hen harrier map 

Yellowhammer map 

Twite map 

Annex 1 grassland  

Lesser Horseshoe Bat  
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Mapped Actions

Results Based Actions (LIG & LIPG) separated from other area-based actions 
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Drawing Improvements & Learnings  

Distinct colours for area-based actions

Planting a Traditional Orchard 

• Validation: One point, 10 Trees & quantity not editable

Planting trees in Riparian Buffer Zone 

• Validation: Can only be drawn in a Riparian buffer zone

• Draw point and insert quantity of trees

Protection and Maintenance of Archaeological 

Monuments

• Validation: One point, one monument; 

not editable 
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How to identify CP Forage Parcels

• CP Forage parcel is a parcel that 

intersects the CP Zone Layer (declared 

as LIPP, THM, PP)

• Identified by (CP) on GLAM map

• This is where you identify CP forage 

parcels when applying the ring-fencing 

rule

• CP forage parcels will be delineated 

and assigned scorecards by CP teams



Thank you
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