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1 Introduction 
On 1 June 2023, the Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and 

Communications with special responsibility for Communications and the Circular Economy, 

Ossian Smyth, launched a public consultation1 to help inform Ireland’s response to 

disposable vaping devices. 

The public consultation was due to run until 27 July 2023, but was extended to 11 August 

2023 to ensure that it reached as many interested parties as possible to better inform policy 

approach going forward.  

Notice of the public consultation was placed on our website2, as well as on social media and 

through newspaper advertisements. Submissions were invited via the following channels: 

• By email to PRI@decc.gov.ie 

• Via an online survey which was published on our website  

• By post to: 

PRI Unit,  

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications,  

Newtown Road,  

Wexford,  

Y35AP90. 

The consultation will help the Government learn the views of the public about disposable 

vaping devices, in an environmental context. By asking people to tell us what they think, we 

want to inform and strengthen the Government’s response to disposable vaping devices.  

The purpose of this paper is to provide summary details on responses received. We will now 

consider these responses in order to inform the policy response to the issue.  

  

 
1 Public Consultation on Disposable Vaping Devices | Dept. of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications (decc.gov.ie) 
2 gov.ie - Public consultation on Disposable Vaping Devices (www.gov.ie) 

mailto:PRI@decc.gov.ie
https://consult.decc.gov.ie/en/content/public-consultation-disposable-vaping-devices
https://consult.decc.gov.ie/en/content/public-consultation-disposable-vaping-devices
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/826a1-public-consultation-on-disposable-vaping-devices/
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2 Background  
Disposable vaping devices are electronic cigarettes that are not rechargeable. They contain 

electronic components, including batteries, and require safe disposal when they become 

waste. They contain a complex mixture of materials, some of which may be hazardous and 

are not easily recyclable. As with other modern electronics, they also contain rare and 

expensive materials, which can be re-used as part of the circular economy.  

Disposable vaping devices present several challenges to our current waste collection and 

recycling system, for example:  

• Where lithium-ion batteries are contained in waste devices, these can present a risk 

to the health and safety of waste collection workers and others. When damaged, 

short-circuited, or overheated, these batteries can catch fire.  

• The use of critical raw materials and plastic in a disposable product is wasteful. 

Anecdotal reports suggest disposable vaping devices have emerged as a new littered item 

with concentrations found close to schools and at music events. 
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3 Response Categories and Metrics 
Engagement from members of the public and other stakeholders on this consultation was 

significant, and a total of 3,243 submissions were received.  

We thank all respondents for their views and the time taken to prepare a submission.  

Below is a summary of the responses by category and submission type.  

Medium No. of entries  

Online survey respondents 3,215 

Surveys received by post 10 

Surveys received by email 2 

Comments received by email  13 

Supplementary submissions received from organisations 

which did not complete the online survey3 

3 

Total 3,243 

Supplementary written submissions were received from the following organisations:  

Ref Received From 

1 Institute of Public Health 

2 Hale Vaping 

3 Irish Heart Foundation 

4 Zero Waste Alliance Ireland  

5 Trinity College Dublin 

6 Chartered Institution of Wastes Management Ireland  

7 WEEE Ireland  

8 Imperial Tobacco John Player 

Please see Appendix 1 for detailed breakdown of the survey results.  

 
3 In total, eight organisations submitted supplementary submissions. Five of them also completed an 
online/ postal survey so their numbers were captured under that category.  
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4 Next Steps - Potential policy options 
Potential policy options include: 

• A ban on the manufacture, sale, distribution, or free offer of disposable vaping 

devices under the Waste Management Act, 1996, Section 28(4)(i). 

• The establishment of a deposit and return system for disposable vaping devices.  

• No legislative change but improve the producer responsibility scheme to ensure all 

producers placing devices on the market are registered with the Producer Register 

Limited, ensure enforcement of the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 

requirements is adequate, and improve education and awareness around returning 

devices into the WEEE and battery collection schemes for responsible recycling.  
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