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Foreword

| am delighted to publish the Project Ireland 2040 Annual Report for
2022. The Report is accompanied by three Regional Reports which
provide a detailed overview of the public investments which have been
made in the three Regional Assembly Areas: the Eastern and Midland
Region, the Northern and Western Region and the Southern Region.

The National Development Plan (NDP) was first
launched in 2018 with the revised Plan published in
2021. It is our largest, greenest and most ambitious
infrastructure plan to date. The NDP sits alongside
the National Planning Framework (NPF), and
together they comprise “Project Ireland 2040”. The
NDP is ambitious. Over the lifetime of this NDP out
to 2030, we are investing €165 billion in new and
upgraded infrastructure that will meet the needs of
our growing population. The NDP will also deliver
the infrastructure required for the digital transition
of our economy and address priority solutions in
supporting the implementation of Housing for

All and the implementation of the Climate Action
Plan. Delivering the NDP will have a transformative
impact on employment opportunities, economic
development and regional growth to support our
growing population through the provision of new
homes, schools, roads and hospitals.

Over the past three years, delivery of the NDP has
been adversely impacted as a result of pandemic
related pauses in the construction sector, the
inflationary impacts from both COVID-19 public
health measures and the war in Ukraine, with knock-
on impacts on the supply chain for construction
materials. No-one is in any doubt that we need to
respond effectively to these pressing challenges of
our time, particularly in areas like housing, health
and climate. That is why the Government decided to
sharpen the focus on delivery even further in 2023.

The establishment of the new Government in
December 2022 and renaming and reconstitution
of my Department has brought about a greater
emphasis and mandate for the delivery of the NDP.
Following a review, | was delighted to announce
earlier this year, a series of reforms to enhance the
NDP delivery mandate for 2023. These reforms
underline my Department’s renewed focus on
securing the delivery of better outcomes for

the people of this country. We are reducing the
administrative burden, reforming our own processes,
and ensuring that the Departments responsible for
the delivery of capital projects are provided with
the resources they need. The package of measures
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represents a fresh approach to securing delivery

as part my Department’s new remit. As part of the
measures, | am taking a direct role in overseeing
delivery of the NDP by personally chairing the Project
Ireland 2040 Delivery Board and | will be bringing
regular reports to Government on performance
across all responsible departments. This year will

also see an increased focus on addressing the
planning challenges, boosting the skills offering in the
construction sector and boosting construction sector
productivity.

This document outlines the progress made in 2022
under each of the ten National Strategic Outcomes
- Compact Growth; Enhanced Regional Accessibility;
Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities;
Sustainable Mobility; A Strong Economy Supported
by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills; High Quality
International Connectivity; Enhanced Amenity and
Heritage; Transition to a Low-Carbon and Climate-
Resilient Society; Sustainable Management of
Water Waste and other Environmental Resources;
and Access to Quality Childcare, Education and
Health Services. The Annual Report also documents
progress in the National Planning Framework, as
well as progress in reforms to the monitoring and
implementation of Project Ireland 2040.

The following pages endeavour to document the
progress made in vital project delivery in 2022. |
believe that the package of reform measures that |
initiated in 2023 will be key to driving delivery still
further over the lifetime of the NDP. | look forward to
continuing and improving delivery in 2023 which will
help us to achieve our social, economic and climate
ambitions for the people of this country.

Paschal Donohoe

Delivery and Reform

Minister for Public Expenditure
National Development Plan
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Projects allocated funding totalling : Construction ongoing in major
‘ road projects:

from the Rural Regeneration and
Development Fund

New build social Over . homes,
housing homes farms and businesses had a

deliverediand projects completed network connection available
new dwelling including the North by the end of 2022 as the
completions Kerry Greenway - roll-out of the National

Listowel to Limerick Broadband Plan continued
totalled
Border and Tralee to

Fenit

- preliminary Government
business case approved by approval July 2022
Government in March 2022 for Decision Gate 1

- proposed network
published in June 2022

School Building
Projects delivered North Runway
completed and

Investment in the School Building e A

Programme exceeded

in IDA supported A new WTP
employment

was completed - Lee Road, Cork
Major flood relief construction projects
were substantially completed:

in El supported

employment WTP upgrades were completed:
Lough Forbes, Ballymagroarty,
Tuam Regional, Doolough,
Burncourt / Ballylooby

new Primary Care Centres
Community Nursing Units

National Forensic Mental Hospital,
Portrane became operational
replacement
Ambulance Bases - Ardee,

medical ward block at St Luke’s Merlin Park and Mullingar

General Hospital Kilkenny




Section 1

Overview and Economic
Context

Project Ireland 2040 is the long-term overarching strategy to make Ireland
a better country for all of its people. Project Ireland 2040 represents a
new approach to social and economic development. It is the first time that
spatial planning and investment have been explicitly linked in Ireland.

By 2040, there will be an extra one million people living in our country.
Project Ireland 2040 aims to accommodate this growth in a balanced
and sustainable way and put in place the investment required to enable
prosperity.

In 2022, total investment was estimated at €31.8 billion across sectors
including housing, commercial building, civil engineering and public
infrastructure. Total projected investment for 2023 is approximately €33.7
billion.

The NDP sets out Departmental allocations to 2025 and a total public
investment of €165 billion over the period 2021-2030.
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The Economic
Context for 2022

2022 was another exceptional year due to combined
challenges posed by the cost of living, inflationary
pressures, and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The
economy, as measured by Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) was approximately €502 billion in 2022. GDP
increased by 12 per cent between 2021 and 2022.
Modified Domestic Demand (MDD), increased by 8.2
per cent in 2022. MDD is a proxy for the domestic
economy, and is the sum of consumer spending,
government spending and investment, excluding
investment in imported IP and aircraft for leasing. It
also excludes changes in the value of stocks. While
outturn data are not yet available, the Department
of Finance estimates a modified current account
surplus of 9.7 per cent of GNI* in 2022, which is

the result of an excess of savings over investment

in the domestic sectors. The Balance of Payments
Current Account recorded a surplus of €44.2 billion in
2022. Additionally, personal spending on goods and
services (the PCE indicator) increased by 6.6 per cent
in 2022, while Government spending on goods and
services increased by 0.7 per cent in the year. Several
sectors of the economy experienced significant
growth such as Arts and Entertainment (26.6%),
Distribution, Transport, Hotels & Restaurants (11.6%),
and ICT (11.4%).

The number of persons aged 15-89 years old in
employment increased by 68,600 or 2.7 per cent to
2,574,500 persons in the 12 months to Q4 2022.
The economic sectors that saw the largest year-
on-year growth to Q4 2022 were: Administrative &
Support Service Activities sector which increased

by 14,500 or 15.2 per cent in the year to Q4 2022,
followed by the Transportation & Storage sector,
which increased by 7,500 or 7.1 per cent, and the
Accommodation & Food Service Activities sector
which increased by 8,700 or 5.4 per cent. The largest
decreases in the number of persons in employment
in the year to Q4 2022 were in: Agriculture, Forestry
& Fishing sector, which decreased by 6,100 or 5.7
per cent, the Education sector - which was down
6,700 or 3.2 per cent, and the Professional, Scientific
& Technical Activities, which fell by 2,600 or 1.5 per
cent. The majority of economic sectors had more
people working in them in Q4 2022 relative to pre-
pandemic levels in Q4 2019 with the exception of
the Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing sector (-5.6%),
the Accommodation & Food Service Activities sector
(-4.8%), and the Administrative & Support Service
Activities sector (-1.7%). Employment increased in

all NUTS 3 regions in 2022 except for the Midland
region, which decreased by 0.7 per cent. The Mid-
East region saw the largest percentage increase at
5.7 per cent, followed by the Border region at 5.3 per
cent.

Additionally, the employment rate for those aged
15-64 was 73.2 per cent in Q4 2022 compared to
73.0 per cent in Q4 2021 and 67.0 per cent in Q4
2020. There were approximately 163,200 (full-time
and part-time) construction sector employees in
Q4 2022. This is approximately 6.3 per cent of total
employment in the State.

Exports in 2022 amounted to €208 billion;
representing an increase of more than €42 billion
relative to 2021. Imports amounted to €140 billion;
an increase of 35 per cent relative to 2021.

The volume of Output in Building and Construction
in 2022 was 9.7 per cent lower that the production
level found in 2019, which was pre-pandemic. In
terms of Building (excluding civil engineering), the
volume of output in 2022 was 9.9 per cent lower
relative to 2019. With regards to the residential
sector, the volume of residential output decreased by
27.5 per cent between 2019 and 2022.

Average weekly earnings were €923.48 in Q1 2023,
an increase of 4.3 per cent from €885.33 in Q1 2022.
In the twelve months to December 2022, there was

a 16.2 per cent increase in the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) of Building and Construction materials. 2022
saw significant increases in the cost of energy and
electricity, with electricity and energy products as
measured by the WPI increasing by 10.4 and 10.7 per
cent respectively in the twelve months to December
2022.

The Department of Finance’s estimate for GNI*
growth in 2022 is 9.3 per cent. GNI* is forecast to
grow by 1.6 and 2.1 per cent in 2023 and 2024,
respectively. The Stability Programme Update for
2023 notes that risks to the near-term baseline
outlook are judged to be tilted to the downside.
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The official measure of total investment in the sector
Investment GrOWth (including both private and public investment) is
. Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) in Building
In 2022 and Construction. Total investment was estimated at
€31.8 billion in 2022 and covers housing, commercial

Project Ireland 2040 is predicated on a steep o o - ) o
building, civil engineering and public infrastructure.

increase in public investment over the medium-term.
The NDP sets out Departmental allocations to 2025

and a total public investment of €165 billion over the
period 2021-2030.

Total projected investment Building and Construction
for 2023 is forecasted to be €33.7 billion.

Exchequer Investment by Department and year (€m)

Agriculture, Food and the Marine 280 260 242 463
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 35 30 57 124
Defence 159 130 144 176
Education 901 989 1,121 860
Enterprise, Trade and Employment 1,431 697 469 586
Environment, Climate and Communications 306 531 620 872
Finance 29 28 20 30
Foreign Affairs 11 8 15 25
Health 1,036 1,004 1,160 1,161
Housing, Local Government and Heritage 2,195 2,254 2,612 3,534
Justice 240 271 288 294
Public Expenditure NDP Delivery and Reform 200 205 229 300
Rural and Community Development 154 164 170 231
Social Protection 9 15 13 16
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 152 141 189 215
Transport 1,787 2,461 2,402 2,622
Shared Island Fund 62
European Regional Development Fund 100
TOTALVOTE* 9,098 9,666 10,247 12,266**

2020 and 2021 Appropriation Account Outturns, 2022 Provisional Outturn (excluding carryover spent in 2022) and 2023 REV
*Rounding effects totals.
** Not including €687 million carried over from 2022
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Capital Investment
and Activity in 2023

The overall gross capital allocation for 2023 is
€12,266 million, out of which €11,513 million is core
investment and €753 million is non-core.

The Stability Programme Update (SPU), published by
the Department of Finance in April 2023, shows that
gross voted capital expenditure will rise to €14,380
million by 2026.

The 2023 SPU contains macroeconomic projections
that point to the increased demand for infrastructure
to support economic activity. Real GDP is projected
to increase by 5.6 per cent in 2023, 4.1 per cent

in 2024, 4.9 in 2025, and 4.4 per cent in 2026.
Modified Domestic Demand (MDD), the preferred
measure of economic activity, is projected to increase
by 2.1 per cent in 2023, a figure that incorporates

a 0.9 percentage point upward revision from the
Department of Finance’s previous set of forecasts,
published alongside Budget 2023. In 2024, MDD
growth of 2.5 per cent is forecasted.

Households and firms are still faced with high
energy bills, which continue to affect consumer
and investment spending decisions. However,
the mobilisation of Government financial support
has helped to mitigate the impact of high prices over
the winter and into the spring. Headline inflation
peaked in the second half of last year and, subject to
no further energy price shock, is now on a downward
trajectory. An average inflation rate of 4.9 per
cent for this year is currently projected, with the
annual rate easing to 3.6 per cent by the final quarter
of the year.

Report Structure

This report sets out progress achieved in the third
year of Project Ireland 2040. Section 2 outlines the
main outputs delivered under each of the Project
Ireland 2040 National Strategic Outcomes, which are
as follows:

e Compact growth

e Enhanced regional accessibility

e Strengthened rural economies and communities
e  Sustainable mobility

e Astrong economy supported by enterprise,
innovation and skills

e High quality international connectivity
e Enhanced amenity and heritage

e Transition to a low carbon, climate resilient
society

e Sustainable water waste and other
environmental resources

e Quality childcare, education and health services

e  Other public investment sectors

Section 2 also highlights the high-level priorities for
2022 under each outcome.

Section 3 updates on progress with the spatial
dimension of Project Ireland 2040 and describes
legislative change and institutions set up to
implement national planning policy.

Section 4 presents a range of institutional and
organisational changes implemented in 2022 to
support the delivery of Project Ireland 2040. This
section also describes a number of changes to
be implemented in 2023, which aim to improve
project delivery over the lifetime of the National
Development Plan (NDP).



Section 2

Delivering our National

Strategic Outcomes

Project Ireland 2040 set out ten National Strategic Outcomes (NSOs), built
around the over-arching themes of wellbeing, equality and opportunity.
The ten priorities embed a link between the new approach to spatial
planning and our national public investment strategy. The fifth year of
Project Ireland 2040 has seen clear progress across each NSO, as set out in

this Section.

1. Compact Growth

2. Enhanced Regional
Accessibility

3. Strengthened
Rural Economies and
Communities

4. Sustainable
Mobility

~CN
—1

0=0
V—=\

10. Access to Quality
Childcare, Education
and Health

Services

=

5. A Strong Economy
supported by
Enterprise, Innovation

and Skills
N

9. Sustainable
Management of
Water, Waste and
other Environmental
Resources 0

7

==

8. Transition to a Low
Carbon and Climate
Resilient Society

@

7. Enhanced Amenity
and Heritage

6. High-Quality
International
Connectivity

&




2.1

Compact Growth

The benefits of compact growth are that it can bring new life and
footfall to the cores of our cities, towns and villages, contribute to the
viability of services, shops and public transport, add to housing supply
and enable more people to be closer to employment and recreational
opportunities, as well as to walk or cycle more and use the car less.
Along with minimising transport demand, higher densities and shorter
travel distances will also reduce energy demand and use.
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Since the finalisation of the three Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategies (RSESs) in January 2020,

all local authorities have now commenced the
statutory review of their County or City Development
Plan. This cycle of review will be largely completed

in 2023, overseen by the Office of the Planning
Regulator (OPR). This review process will ensure the
translation of the compact growth principles as set
out in the National Planning Framework (NPF) to
regional and local levels of plan making. This plan-led
approach will ultimately influence the location and
form of development which takes place across the
country.

The continued enabling and co-alignment between
various funding supports in targeting strategic capital
investment proposals which supports balanced
regional development, compact urban growth and
targeted urban regeneration projects remain a
priority.

While our towns and villages have shown remarkable
resilience through recent crises, they require specific
policy supports to ensure that they continue to
function as viable, vibrant and attractive locations
for people to live and work, to raise families, to

act as the service, cultural and recreational hub for
the surrounding areas, and to facilitate social and
community interaction.

The Office of the Planning
Regulator (OPR)

The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) was
established in April 2019. The OPR is responsible
for assessment of all local authority and regional
assembly forward planning, including zoning
decisions. The OPR has the power to advise the
Minister on whether a plan made by a local authority
conflicts with national planning policy and to
recommend that the Minister make directions where
any plan is not in consistent with national policy.
The OPR also ensures that planning authorities are
operating to the highest standards of integrity and
best practice, ensuring that planning policy decisions
in their development plan-making roles are in line
with national and regional policies as set out in the
NPF and RSESs.

In 2022, the OPR evaluated and inputted into
fifty-five local authority statutory forward planning
processes for city/county development plans (CDPs)
and local area plans(LAPs), at the stages of issues
papers, draft plans, material alterations; and for
amendments to LAPs, and variations to CDPs. The

OPR also assessed twenty-four adopted plans; in
evaluating adopted statutory plans, a total of 12
recommendations for a draft direction under Section
31 of the Planning and Development Act, were
issued to the Minister and 12 recommendations for a
final direction were issued to the Minister (2 of which
related to plans adopted in 2021). Assessment of two
plans adopted in 2022 was ongoing at the end of
2022. The OPR also inputted into the revocations of
three local authority plans.

The OPR is responsible for reviewing the systems
and procedures used by local authorities and An
Bord Pleandla in performing their planning functions.
In 2022, the OPR conducted a focussed review
process in relation to An Bord Pleandla, publishing
two separate reports that contained 34 specific
recommendations including recommendations
relating to decision-making practices, governance
and casefile handling.

The OPR conducts local authority planning reviews
as a rolling programme, whereby each authority in
turn benefits from a performance review of functions
under the Planning Act, with recommendations
arising from the process that are designed to
enhance the delivery of services. The programme
is intended as a developmental resource for the
local authority planning sector, with a focus on
good practice and achievements, to promote
learning between authorities, as well as to identify
opportunities to foster continuous improvement in
the planning process.

The OPR also has a statutory obligation to drive
national research, education and public information
programmes to support the application of best
practice in planning functions and activities.

In 2022, the OPR, in conjunction with the
Association of Irish Local Government (AILG),
delivered four planning training events for local
authority elected members. The training focussed
on topical matters relating to development plan
preparation and the wider planning functions of
elected members. A hyrid approach was adopted to
the delivery of these training events. Three of these
events were delivered online and the fourth event
was delivered in person, over two separate days in
Athlone and Castlecomer Co Kilkenny

In 2022, the OPR also delivered three online
planning training events specifically tailored for staff
of planning authorities and regional assemblies and
advanced work, in conjunction with the County and
City Management Association (CCMA), on a Learning
and Development Strategy for local authority and
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regional assembly planning staff. The strategy was
finalised in 2022 and issued to the Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH),
and the Chair of the Housing, Building and Land
Use Committee of the CCMA. The strategy will be
published early in 2023.

In 2022, as part of its public awareness brief the
OPR, in conjunction with the DHLGH reviewed and
updated the online planning leaflet series (originally
published in 2021) to take account of changes that
had occurred in planning legislation and policy.

The updated leaflets were published on the OPR
and DHLGH websites. In 2022 three episodes

of the popular RTE Eco Eye series, produced by
Earth Horizon Productions Ltd with sponsorship

by the OPR, aired on RTE 1 television in January/
February. The episodes focussed on sustainable
spatial planning and examined issues such as

town centre regeneration, dereliction and urban
sprawl. Throughout 2022 the OPR developed

and published a number of new public awareness
initiatives on its website including a dedicated ‘Public
Awareness’ page, an ‘Introduction to Planning’

page, a ‘Becoming a Planner’ page, a ‘Calendar of
Events’ page and a new online resource entitled ‘The
Planning Application Process’. Enhancing the public’s
understanding of the planning process is a key
function and objective of the OPR and all of these
new resources make an important contribution to this
goal.

In 2022, consistent with the OPR’s Planning
Research Framework and the associated Strategic
Planning Research Programme (2020-2022), the
OPR published two case study papers entitled

Case Study Paper CSPO5 ‘Climate Action and the
Local Authority Development Plan’ and Case Study
Paper CSP06 ‘ Planning Applications Processing : An
Analysis of Planning Authority Validation Processes;
a practice note entitled Practice Note PNO3
‘Planning Conditions’ The OPR also updated two
previously published practice notes, to take account
of amendments to legislation. Throughout 2022,
the OPR continued to advance several research
projects, and participated in a number of steering
group meetings. Following engagement with key
stakeholders, the OPR also finalised and published a
new Strategic Planning Research Programme for the
period 2023-2025.

The Land Development
Agency

The Land Development Agency Act, enacted in July
2021, established the LDA on a statutory basis.
Following the commencement of relevant provisions
of the LDA Act and the dissolution of the interim
entity established in 2018, the LDA was established
as a commercial Designated Activity Company (DAC)
in April 2022.

The LDA’s number one priority is the delivery of

high quality, affordable homes. The LDA'’s twin-track
approach aims to accelerate near-term construction
of affordable homes on both State and private land,
whilst also working over the longer term to assemble
large State-owned landbanks capable of delivering
thousands of new homes. Together, these support
delivery of both the Government's housing strategy
Housing For All and delivery of the National Strategic
Outcomes highlighted within Project Ireland 2040

- notably, in connection with National Strategic
Outcomes 1 (Compact Growth) and 8 (Transition to a
Low Carbon and Climate Resilient Society).

LDA Direct Delivery

During 2022, the LDA commenced its first direct
delivery housing project at Shanganagh, County
Dublin. This is the largest direct-build public housing
scheme in the State in recent years, comprising 597
homes. These homes will all be made available as
social housing, cost rental or affordable for sale. The
development has been designed with sustainability
and energy efficiency at its core and will be the
largest residential scheme certified to achieve the
‘passive house’ low energy use standard.

The LDA also seeks to maximise housing density
where public transport and planning policy supports
the sustainability goal of compact growth.

Planning permission was granted in Q4 2022 for a
Strategic Housing Development (‘'SHD’) of 219 new
homes on the LDA's Devoy Barracks site in Naas,
County Kildare. The development will comprise
affordable and social homes across a mix of terraced
houses, duplexes, and apartments along with a
creche. In addition, planning applications were
submitted for four key sites in the year: Dundrum
Central Mental Hospital County Dublin (977 homes),
Castlelands Balbriggan County Dublin (817 homes),
Hacketstown Skerries County Dublin (345 homes),
and St. Teresa's Gardens County Dublin (543 homes).
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Project Tosaigh

Project Tosaigh was announced in 2021 as part of
the Government's housing strategy, Housing For All,
to unlock land in private ownership with planning
permission but where delivery had stalled. Following
an initial Expressions of Interest process, the LDA
generated a pipeline of projects anticipated to deliver
approximately 2,000 affordable for sale and cost
rental homes well-spread regionally across Dublin,
Cork, Waterford, Wicklow, Meath, and Kildare.
Through the initial phase of Project Tosaigh, the LDA
expects to deliver a total of 5,000 homes, over and
above those planned for delivery from its existing
portfolio of State lands.

Under the Project Tosaigh initiative, the LDA's first
cost rental properties became available for tenants
during the last quarter of 2022, at Archers Wood,
Delgany, County Wicklow.

Strategic Areas

A core role of the LDA is to enable development on
larger-scale sites and/or more complex ‘Strategic
Areas’ within Ireland’s cities to deliver vibrant,
inclusive, compact, sustainable communities,
supporting regional rebalancing and the realisation of
wider social and economic benefits.

In relation to longer-term strategic land assembly,
significant progress was made during 2022 across
four of the LDA's ‘Strategic Areas':

In Dublin, opportunities for the lands around CIE and
larnréd Eireann's Inchicore train works were explored
through a Design Review run by the Royal Institute of
the Architects of Ireland.

The LDA launched its first draft masterplan in the
Greater Dublin Area in Q4 2022. The masterplan for
the regeneration of the Digital Hub campus in Dublin
8 has a working title of the Pear Tree Crossing.

The project will focus on affordable housing,
incorporating approximately 550 new homes. It will
also include a vibrant mix of commercial, cultural, and
community facilities. This transformational project
for a historic part of Dublin’s inner city is an exemplar
of the LDA’s longer term strategic initiatives that will
deliver homes and enhance key city areas in future
years.

Work continued on the Sandy Road lands in Galway.
The first step towards delivering the transformative
potential of the area was preparation of a Design
Review, followed by a draft spatial framework setting
out comprehensive visions, themes, and the key

principles which will underpin the area’s development
as a new mixed-use neighbourhood.

The Colbert Quarter in Limerick is an ambitious
project to transform a strategically significant area of
Limerick City over the next twenty years. A Spatial
Framework was published for consultation during the
first quarter of 2022 and will be periodically reviewed
and progressed.

Public Land

The LDA created and published the Register of Public
Lands in early 2022. Following this, a Report on
Relevant Public Land was published in early 2023.
The report identifies public lands (known as relevant
public land under the LDA Act) which the LDA has
assessed as providing future housing opportunities, if
such lands can be release from current uses.

Concluding Comments

Collectively, these activities enabled the LDA to
deliver a focused build-out of its current project
portfolio for housing and mixed-use development

in 2022, grew its capacity to support future delivery
of the State’s overall planned housing output, and
supported delivery of overarching Government
housing aims and objectives.

Four Project Ireland 2040
Enabling Funds

The four Project Ireland 2040 funds worth a total
of €4 billion to 2027 will provide Exchequer grant-
aid to support urban and rural regeneration and
development, disruptive technologies and climate
action. All four are competitive bid-based funds
and the largest, €2 billion Urban Regeneration and
Development Fund (URDF) was developed by the
Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage (DHLGH) to support measures that will
contribute to the more sustainable development
of cities and large towns. DHLGH also contributed
to the Rural Regeneration and Development

Fund (RRDF) process, which is overseen by the
Department of Rural and Community Development
(DRCD).
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Urban Regeneration and
Development Fund (URDF)

The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
(URDF) was launched in 2018 to support more
compact and sustainable development. The Fund

is providing part-funding for applicant-led projects
that will enable a greater proportion of residential
and mixed-use development to be delivered within
the existing built-up footprints of our cities and large
towns, while also ensuring that more parts of our
urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places
in which people choose to live and work, as well as to
invest and to visit.

In keeping with the aims of the National Planning
Framework and Project Ireland 2040, the URDF
demonstrates a new and more tailored approach

to the provision of Government support. Over its
planned duration up to 2030, URDF support in
excess of €2 billion will be targeted in an integrated,
dynamic and responsive way to support the
regeneration and rejuvenation of our towns and
cities.

Through the URDF, successful applicants receive
targeted integrated support for innovative holistic
solutions to the issues that have hindered the
regeneration and rejuvenation of our large towns and
cities.

To date, there have been two Calls for proposals
under the URDF with more than €1.6 billion allocated
so far in respect of 132 projects, comprising of
almost 400 subprojects. The 45 proposals approved
under Call 2 in 2021 builds on the existing pipeline of
87 URDF supported projects launched under Call 1.
With URDF supported projects now active in every
local authority area in the country, this programme
of projects will ultimately contribute significantly to
the transformative regeneration and development of
our large towns and cities, and to the achievement of
NPF and Project Ireland 2040 objectives.

In January 2023, a third round of funding support
under the URDF was announced. Supporting key
objectives of Housing for All and Town Centre First,
this round of URDF support specifically addresses
long term vacancy and dereliction across URDF
eligible cities and town. Following engagement
with the local authority sector, the administrative
arrangements are currently being finalised and
approved programs and allocations will be issued to
Local Authorities by the end of Q2 2023

Cork City Council

South Dublin County
Council

Dublin City Council

Waterford City &
County Council

Limerick City &
County Council

Dublin City Council

Cork City Council

Limerick City &
County Council

Dun Laoghaire
Rathdown County
Council

Galway City Council

South Dublin County
Council

Sligo County Council

Waterford City &
County Council

Fingal County
Council

Sligo County Council

Cork City Docklands

Clonburris

North Inner City
Concept Area 1

Waterford City &
Environs North Quay

World class
Waterfront

South Inner City
Concept Area 2

Grand Parade
Quarter

Living Limerick City
Centre Initiative

Cherrywood PA

Transport
Connectivity Project

Tallaght Town Centre

Sligo Cultural and
Learning Hub

Waterford City
Centre Regeneration

Balbriggan
Rejuvenation

Implementation of
Sligo Public Realm
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Town Centre First

In 2021 the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage developed Town
Centre First policy, which was launched by the
Minister for Rural and Community Development,
Heather Humphreys TD, and the Minister of State
with responsibility for Local Government and
Planning, Peter Burke TD in February 2022. In
December 2021, Minister for Rural and Community
Development, Heather Humphreys TD, announced
€2.6 million in funding to deliver the first phase of
Town Centre First (TCF) Plans. Twenty-six ‘Pathfinder’
towns were selected based on submissions received
from the Local Authorities.

TCF is a commitment of the Programme for
Government and is built on the firm foundation of
NSO 1 Compact Growth of Project Ireland 2040 and
the objectives of the National Planning Framework,
which seeks to build strong towns that can provide
services and opportunities to local residents and
businesses alike. Housing for All strongly supports
the Town Centre First approach and in particular the
greater re-use and refurbishment of existing buildings
as a policy objective, with more infill and brownfield
sites activated to regenerate the heart of our towns
and bring people and activity back. Our Rural Future
the Governments framework for the development

of rural Ireland also outlines a vision to support the
regeneration and development of rural towns and
villages.

TCF represents a new approach to the development
of our towns where local communities and local
businesses can be central to reimagining their

own towns and planning their own futures. It will
provide a co-ordinated, whole-of-government policy
framework to address the decline in the health

of towns across Ireland and support measures to
regenerate and revitalise them. Under the initiative,
each local authority was provided with €100,000 to
support the development of its own unique Town
Centre First (TCF) Plan, which will be produced by a
local Town Team drawn from local community and
business representatives. These will identify and
analyse the challenges facing the town and propose
initiatives/projects to address them. The first phase
of TCF plans are due to be completed from June
2023 and further phases will then be announced.

Town Centre First is putting in place a suite of
supports and tools to help businesses and local
communities deliver on the vision for their area. A
new National TCF Office was established in 2022

and is located in the Local Government Management
Agency with funding of €500,000 per year sourced
from the Housing for All Implementation Fund. This
TCF Office will drive Town Centre First actions and
coordinate stakeholder engagement at a national
level and across the local government sector. The
office will also be a forum for best practice with
capacity building programmes for Town Teams, a
Health Check Programme and other resources,
funding information and best practice models for
developing Town Centre First plans. The delivery of
the TCF policy is overseen by a National Oversight
and Advisory Group, with an Annual Implementation
Plan and regular Progress Reports.

The delivery at town level will be supported by a
network of Town Regeneration Officers (TROs)
throughout the Local Government sector. A National
Town Centre First Office has now been established
within the Local Government Management Agency
to drive Town Centre First actions and coordinate
stakeholder engagement at a national level and
across the local government sector. This office

will also be a forum for best practice with capacity
building programmes for Town Teams, a Health Check
Programme and other resources, funding information
and best practice models for developing Town Centre
First plans. Funding of €500,000 per year is being
provided by both DRCD and DHLGH to fund the
office

The local authority (LA) recruitment process for

26 new TROs commenced in the last quarter of
2022 and full resourcing is expected to be in place
by mid-2023. These officers will manage and lead
the local TCF efforts, and collaborate with existing
resources and stakeholders to ensure an integrated
approach is taken with other related work streams
in the LAs. They will also support local communities
in the preparation of their TCF Plans and provide
information and assistance in the drawdown of
various new and existing funding streams to support
the implementation of these Plans on the ground.
This includes funds such as the:

e Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
(URDF)

e Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
(RRDF)

e Housing for All Créi Conaithe (Towns) fund

e Investment supports from the forthcoming
ERDF programme for Towns via the Regional
Assemblies

e Active Travel Fund

e Town & Village Renewal Scheme
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e Climate adaptation/retrofitting

e  Built Heritage supports such as the Historic
Towns Initiative (HTI).

A core aim will be to ensure specific TCF funding
streams within each programme which targets
delivery of the TCF Policy and implementation of TCF
plans locally.

Residential Zoned Land Tax

A Residential Zoned Land Tax was introduced in the
Finance Act 2021 as a land activation measure. Its
purpose is to incentivise the activation of land which
is zoned and serviced for residential development but
which remains undeveloped. It is primarily intended
to influence behaviour and assist the realisation

of increased housing output rather than to raise
revenue. The tax is intended to replace the Vacant
Site Levy.

The RZLT will apply to all lands zoned and serviced
for housing. It will be levied annually at a rate of 3
per cent of the market value of the land. For the
RZLT to apply most of the site must be: vacant or idle
for in excess of 12 months, be zoned for residential
or regeneration purposes, and be in an area in need
of housing. There will be a two year lead in time for
land zoned before January 2022 and a three year lead
in time for land zoned after January 2022.

The Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage (DHLGH) published guidance in relation

to the mapping exercise that each local authority
needs to undertake in order to identify lands that
come within the scope of the tax in 2022. In
November 2022 Local Authorities published Draft
RZLT maps showing the lands within their area that
come within the scope of the tax. Landowners

and interested parties had an opportunity to make
submission in relation to the inclusion / exclusions of
lands between 1st November 2022 and 1st January
2023. The final RZLT maps will be published by
Local Authorities in December 2023, with the first
tax falling due in February 2024. The Revenue
Commissioners will administer the tax.

Land Value Sharing and
Urban Development Zones
Bill 2021

The Government approved the publication of the
updated general scheme (draft heads) of the Land
Value Sharing and Urban Development Zones Bill

2022 in December 2022. The general scheme
provides for:

(a) local authorities to secure a proportion of the
increase in land values arising from public decisions
and investment related to planning and development
on land that is newly zoned for housing, or subject to
an Urban Development Zone designation, and

(b) Designation of Urban Development Zones which
have potential for significant development for
housing and other purposes.

These proposed land activation measures are
included in the Programme for Government

and support NSO 1 Compact Growth of Project
Ireland 2040 and objectives of Housing for All, the
Government’s national plan on housing to 2030.

The zoned land tax allows for the State to secure

a greater share of community gain from the

planning and development process, while the Urban
Development Zone Legislation will be key to securing
the development of brownfield and regeneration
lands in urban areas. The Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage continue to
development these proposals and to draft legislation
in relation to Land Value Sharing and Urban
Development Zones.

Housing Supply

New dwelling completions totalled 29,822, an
increase in 45.1 per cent on 2021, when 20,553
dwellings were completed.

In 2022, 84.1 per cent of all new dwelling
completions were in urban areas and the remainder in
rural areas.

34,117 planning permissions were granted.

In 2022, commencement notices for 26,957 new
homes were submitted, an annual decrease of 12.2
per cent.

Social Housing

A total of 10,263 new homes were brought into the
active social housing stock in 2022 through build,
acquisitions and leasing programmes. This included
7,433 new build social homes, which is the highest
delivery of new build social homes since 1975. By
the end of 2022, over 58,000 new social homes

in the period 2016- 2022 were delivered through
build, acquisition and leasing programmes. The latest
Construction Status Report (as of Q4 2022) shows
that 6,525 social homes are currently onsite with an
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additional 12,733 homes in the pipeline or at design
and procurement (total of 19,258 homes). During
2022, Housing Delivery Action Plans were published
by all local authorities, setting out proposed delivery
of social and affordable housing for the period 2022-
2026.

Social Housing PPP
Programme

In 2021 construction was completed on Bundles 1
and 2 of the Social Housing PPP Programme. Bundle
1 delivered 534 houses and apartments across six
sites in Dublin, Kildare, Louth and Wicklow in 2020
and 2021. Bundle 2 delivered 465 homes in 2021
across eight sites in Cork, Clare, Galway, Kildare,
Roscommon and Waterford. The procurement
process for Bundle 3, which will deliver 486 new
social houses and apartments across six sites in
Dublin, Kildare, Sligo and Wicklow, commenced in Q4
2022.

In accordance with the commitment under Housing
for All, the Department will increase the use of PPPs
to deliver social housing. In June 2022, Bundles 4 and
5 of the new programme were launched, which will
deliver in the region of 1,600 new homes across 18
sites in Dublin, Kildare, Louth and Wicklow.

Significant progress is being made under the
programme and the Department is actively working
with relevant stakeholders including the National
Development Finance Agency (NDFA) the Housing
Delivery Co-ordination Office, and relevant local
authorities to progress further bundles of projects.
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At the core of Project Ireland 2040 is the policy objective of supporting
balanced regional growth. To underpin this, the Government is
committed to enabling better regional accessibility.
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Enhanced Regional
Accessibility

In 2022, there was significant progress in developing
new transport links through the appraisal, planning
and procurement stages. As set out in Project
Ireland 2040, improving access to the north-west

is a strategic aim to support balanced national
development.

Key Achievements/Highlights in 2022

e N5 Westport to Turlough, Mayo. Government
approval received to award construction contract
on 15 October 2019 and construction is ongoing
with completion expected in 2023.

e N22 Ballyvourney to Macroom, Cork.
Government approval was received to award
the construction contract on 15 October 2019.
Construction is ongoing and is expected to be
completed in early 2024.

e M8/N25 Dunkettle Interchange. Government
approved the award of the Design and Build
contract in October 2020. Construction is
ongoing and completion is expected in 2024. A
section of cycleway was constructed with the
advance works and opened in November 2020.
It is expected that the scheme will be complete
in 2024.

e N21/Né69 Foynes to Limerick (Adare Bypass).
Government approval received on 30 October
2019 to submit the scheme to An Bord Pleandla
for planning approval. The oral hearing took
place, and An Bord Pleandla approved the
scheme in August 2022. A number of Judicial
reviews have been submitted on the project.

e Permission was granted by An Bord Pleanala for
the N6 Galway Ring Road in December 2021.
On 30 January 2023 the High Court quashed the
decision to approve and remitted the application
back to An Bord Pleanala.

Investment in the Inter-
Urban Rail Network

In 2019, Government approved a new and
significantly enhanced 5-year funding programme
from 2020 to 2024 for the maintenance and renewal
of the rail network. This funding programme, known
as the Infrastructure Manager Multi-Annual Contract
(IMMAC) will benefit passengers across the rail
network through increased service reliability and
punctuality, improved journey times and continued
safety of rail services.

Exchequer funding provided under the current
IMMAC will total €1.3 billion over five years,
representing an over 40 per cent increase on the level
of Exchequer funding provided under the previous
programme. This increased level of funding means
that the heavy rail network is now being funded at
the ‘steady state’ level of funding required to ensure
optimal maintenance and renewal of the network
and identified in Project Ireland 2040 as the foremost
funding priority for the network.

The NTA and larnrod Eireann progressed the order
for an additional 41 Inter-City Railcars (ICRs), which
started to arrive in 2022 and will enter service in
2023. The ICRs will further enhance and expand the
rail fleet.

Heavy Rail Network 2022

Construction of the National Train Control Centre
(NTCC) continued, the building work was completed

in November 2022 with completion and full
commissioning now expected by May 2026. The NTCC
is a key enabler for expansion of rail services as it will
enhance rail traffic management and will underpin
both the planned and potential future expansion of rail
services across the entire rail network.

Approximately €340 million of Exchequer funding
was invested in IMMAC-related works in 2022,

which included €64 million for the commencement of
rehabilitation works on the Foynes-Limerick freight
line and €6.4 million to fully complete track renewal on
the Limerick to Ballybrophy line. Across the five-year
period of the current IMMAC contract, approximately
€1.3 billion in Exchequer funding will go towards the
protection and renewal of the national rail network.

Project Ireland 2040 also commits toward an
evaluation of the economic benefits and value for
money of high-speed rail on the main inter-urban rail
network against improvements to existing and planned
line speeds along the lines. In 2020, it was decided

to expand the scope of this evaluation into an all-
island Strategic Rail Review. In consultation with the
Department for Infrastructure in Northern Ireland and
other relevant stakeholders, terms of reference were
agreed and consultants appointed.

The Review commenced in September 2021

and a final report is expected to be published in
2023 following a public consultation for Strategic
Environmental Assessment purposes. As well as the
potential for high/higher speed rail, the Strategic Rail
Review will consider inter-urban and inter-regional
connectivity, regional connectivity including to the
northwest, and connectivity to our international air
and sea ports, including the potential for rail freight.



Strengthened Rural Economies
and Communities

One of the key objectives for the Government’s Project Ireland 2040
strategy is to achieve the goal of strengthened rural economies and
communities.
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Strengthened
Rural Economies and
Communities

Rural Regeneration and
Development Fund

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
(RRDF), launched in 2018, is providing the
investment needed to support rural renewal,
strengthen and build resilience in rural towns, villages
and communities and deliver on the objectives of
Project Ireland 2040.

The RRDF is administered by the Department of
Rural and Community Development (DRCD) and is
complemented by a range of additional programmes
and schemes delivered under the Department’s Rural
Regeneration Programme as part of Project Ireland
2040, which helps maintain and develop the growth
and vitality of rural areas and supports communities
and organisations to meet their needs.

The four schemes funded through the Rural
Regeneration and Development Fund are the RRDF
Category 1 and 2, the Town and Village Renewal
Scheme and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme.

RRDF Category 1 and
Category 2

The RRDF Category 1 and Category 2 funding is
targeted towards revitalising rural towns and villages
with a population of less than 10,000, and outlying
areas. This is being achieved through addressing
dereliction, ensuring the re-use of heritage and
other buildings and providing essential facilities and
infrastructure, including remote working and digital
hubs.

In January 2022, the Third call for Category 2
applications was concluded. Category 2 funding is
for projects which require further development to
become ready to proceed to construction phase and
which point they become eligible for Category 1
funding. Funding of €21.5 million was approved for
27 Category 2 projects with a total value of €26.8
million. Amongst the successful projects were:

Fermoy Town Centre Renewal project, led by
Cork County Council, which was approved for
funding of €1.5 million. This project will develop
plans for the adaptive and sustainable reuse of
vacant town centre buildings to accommodate
a range of uses that will address the social,
economic, cultural and physical needs of

the town, the development of an exemplar
Craft Makers Hub, the provision of enhanced
recreational facilities and place making and
public realm enhancements.

Edenderry Regeneration project, led by Offaly
County Council, which was approved for funding
of €2.1 million. This project builds on an earlier
phase which was also supported by the RRDF
and involves the acquisition of a town core site
and development of plans for a new community
library there. The acquisition of a further sites
will also allow for a variety of uses including
leisure, community, cultural and services
provision.

Putting the Heart into Monksland project,

led by Roscommon County Council. Which

was approved for funding of €1.2 million. The
project will complete plans for the creation

of a town centre focus for Monksland with a
new community hub, linear park and increased
pedestrian and cycle linkages between
residential and commercial areas. A concept plan
for the development of brownfield sites will also
be developed.

Rialto Digital & Enterprise Hub project, led by
Tipperary County Council, which was approved
for funding of €1.2 million. The project will
develop plans for a digital and enterprise hub in
the centre of Nenagh in a disused cinema which
is a protected structure. It also includes plans for
the redevelopment of a brownfield site behind
the hub, a new streetscape and will assess the
potential provision of town centre housing and
new public amenity.

Dungarvan Digital Transformation Hub project,
led by Waterford City and County Council,
which was approved for funding of €1.4 million.
The project will develop plans to renovate

three town centre buildings to provide a Digital
Transformation Hub, delivering office, training
and innovation workspace for nearly 200
people. The project aims to support economic
development in the area, helping retain and grow
local talent, and will provide a regional base for
former commuters and also attract new start-
ups.
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In November 2022, the Fourth call for Category 1
applications was concluded. Category 1 funding is
for large scale ambitious capital projects with all
necessary planning and other consents in place and
which are ready to proceed. Funding of €115 million
was approved for 23 Category 1 projects with a

total value of €162 million. Amongst the successful
projects were:

¢ Ballyjamesduff Community and Enterprise Hub
project, led by Cavan County Council, which
was approved for funding of €6.9 million. This
project will redevelop a derelict town centre
building to provide a remote working hub and
community facilities. The completed centre will
act as a focal point for the economic, tourism
and community regeneration of Ballyjamesduff
and the surrounding area.

e Development for Macroom Project, led by
Cork County Council, which was approved
for funding of €7.2 million. This project will
implement a number of interventions in the
centre of Macroom, including the refurbishment
of the vacant St.Colman’s Church as an arts,
community, cultural and heritage facility. The
project will conserve and re-establish Macroom
town centre as the economic, cultural and
community hub of the town.

¢ Ramelton Re-Imagined project, let by Donegal
County Council, which was approved for funding
of €6.3 million. This project is a heritage led
action plan for Ramelton that will deliver town
regeneration and development in the centre
of Ramelton. It includes the restoration and
extension of a heritage building to provide a
community facility, a public park and a multi-
purpose civic space to deliver a more attractive
and animated town centre.

e Athy Food, Drink and Skills Innovation Hub
project, led be Kildare County Council, which
was approved for funding of €4.2 million.

This project will repurpose a vacant building

to deliver a state-of-the-art Food, Drink

and Skills Innovation Hub that will provide a
dedicated space for enterprise development,
job creation and training in the region. The Hub
will contribute to the economic regeneration,
strengthening and building of resilience in Athy.

e Carrick-on-Suir Regeneration Plan project,
led by Tipperary County Council, which was
approved for funding of €14.3 million. This
ambitious town development project will
deliver an enterprise and digital hub in a disused
building, public realm upgrades in the town
centre and Castle area and an Amenity and

Biodiversity Park. An arrival point will be created
at the Suir Blueway which will link through

the town to the proposed new greenway. The
project seeks to revitalise the town to become a
vibrant commercial centre and destination in its
own right, whilst building synergies with the Suir
Blueway, Waterford Greenway and the historic
Ormond Castle Quarter.

Town and Village Renewal
Scheme

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme provides
funding for medium and small scale projects that aim
to make our rural towns and villages more attractive
and sustainable. Funding can be provided for a

wide range of interventions including public-realm
projects, town centre enhancements, encouraging
town centre living, and economic development
projects. Applications for funding are submitted to
DRCD through the local authorities.

A budget of €22 million was allocated under the
2022 Scheme. This includes:

e €17 million for the standard Town and Village
Renewal Scheme

e €5 million for a ring-fenced Connected Hubs call
for proposals.

The main Town and Village Scheme supported the
repurposing of vacant or derelict buildings as new
remote working hubs. The Connected Hubs call
aimed to add capacity to existing hubs.

Successful projects are selected following a
competitive process. The successful projects under
the 2022 Town and Village Scheme were announced
on 15th December 2022, when 75 projects were
awarded funding of just over €17 million.

Projects approved under the Town and
Village Renewal Scheme in 2022 by
Region

Eastern 51 €7,567,357

Northern and 65 €10,195,306

Western
Southern 69 €10,441,034
Total 185 €28,203,697
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Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme
(ORIS)

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
(ORIS) provides funding for the development,
maintenance, enhancement or promotion of outdoor
recreational infrastructure in countryside areas.
Projects include walking trails, cycleways, upland
path repairs and blueways. Applications for funding
are submitted to DRCD through Local Authorities,
Local Development Companies and State Bodies. The
2022 scheme focused on prioritising projects which
showed evidence of strong community engagement.

Funding of over €19.8 million was approved for 259
projects under the 2022 Scheme.

Projects approved under ORIS in 2022
by region

Eastern 62 €4,334,356

Northern and 97 €7,043,184

Western

Southern 100 €8,429,500
Total 259 €19,807,040
Tourism

Tourism makes a very important contribution to the
policy goals of strengthening rural economies and
communities (NSO 3) and enhancing amenity and
heritage (NSO 7). Tourism contributes to essential
employment in all counties, especially in regional
locations outside of the main cities where other
employment opportunities are limited.

Rural Regeneration and
Development Fund

RRDF-funded projects of tourism significance

Failte Ireland and Coillte continued to partner on
progressing the International Mountain Biking
Proposition for Rural Ireland, which received €13.6
million in RRDF funding, administered by DRCD in
2019. Failte Ireland’s contribution to the project

is €954,000. A strategic, large-scale project, it

is considered to be of particular importance for
developing the activities tourism offering in Ireland
and comprises the following projects:

e Coolaney Mountain Bike Centre & Trail
Development (Sligo);

e Ticknock (Dublin) & Ballinastoe (Wicklow)
Mountain Bike Centres;

e Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Centre; and,

e Ballyhoura Visitor Centre Trail Head Building
(Limerick).

In April 2022, the Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trail
was officially opened which included over 80km

of new trails across the Slieve Blooms in Laois

and Offaly. Planning consent for new Trail Head
Visitor Facilities at Ballyhoura, County Limerick and
Baunreagh, County Limerick were approved in Q4
2022.

In 2022, a total of 25km of new trails were
constructed bringing the total amount of new trails
developed to 64km and a total trail network of
185km. An additional 32km of new trails will be
constructed in 2023 delivering a total of 95km of
new trail and a trail network of approximately 300km
of mountain bike trails across the 5 sites.

Failte Ireland will continue to work with DRCD on
the Walks Scheme and the ambition to add 70 walks
to the scheme. In long distance walking, a plan will
be developed to set a Roadmap for the delivery of
a Wild Atlantic Way Coastal Path. Failte Ireland will
also continue to work with the National Parks and
Wildlife Service on enhancing and expanding the
visitor experience at our beautiful national parks.
The new trail development at Connemara National
Park was granted planning permission in February
2023 and will progress to delivery later in the year.

In addition, planning consent was approved for the
development of new Trail Head and Visitor Services
buildings at Baunreagh, County Laois (Slieve Blooms)
and Ballyhoura, County Limerick. These facilities will
progress to delivery in 2023.

Failte Ireland has contributed to the following five

RRDF projects which are designed to have significant

tourism benefits:

e Dunbrody Famine Ship / New Ross;

e Irish National Heritage Park & Hook Lighthouse;
and,

e Nenagh Historic Quarter Regeneration Project.

e Surf Centre of Excellence, Strandhill, Co. Sligo;
(scheduled to open Summer 2023)



Annual Report 2022 |

e  Mount Congreve Gardens, Waterford; (opened in
March 2023).

Together with our partners, Failte Ireland welcomed
visitors to six newly opened attractions in counties
Wicklow, Mayo, Kerry, Monaghan, Meath and
Roscommon.

e Beyond the Trees Avondale, Co. Wicklow;

e  Céide Fields Visitor Centre, Co. Mayo;

e lonad an Bhlascaoid, Co. Kerry;

e  Patrick Kavanagh Centre, Co. Monaghan;

e  Knowth Visitor Experience; and,

e The National Famine Museum, Strokestown

Park, Co. Roscommon.

Other projects supported by Failte Ireland that
were progressed in 2022 and which are expected
to commence or recommence construction in 2023
include:

e Sligo Cultural Plaza, Co. Sligo;

e  Surf Centre of Excellence, Strandhill, Co. Sligo;
(scheduled to open Summer 2023)

e Records Tower, Dublin Castle (Delivered through
Strategic Partnerships);

e  Mount Congreve Gardens, Waterford;
e  Medieval Kilkenny Experience;
e Little Museum of Dublin; and,

e  Galway Museum.

Failte Ireland Capital
Investment: Platforms for
Growth

Failte Ireland’s capital investment programme,
Platforms for Growth (worth €150 million) ran from
2019 to 2022. The programme, which falls under
the Government’s Project Ireland 2040 strategy
and unlike any other Failte Ireland project, explicitly
targets ‘platforms’ or project types that have the
greatest potential to grow tourism across Ireland.

To date, funding has been available via Platforms for
Growth through three initiatives:

e  The Immersive Heritage and Cultural Attractions
2019 Scheme;

e The Shared Facilities for Activity Providers 2020;
and,

e The Gala Dinner Venues Investment Scheme
2022.

The first call for applications (Platforms for

Growth 1) was launched in May 2019 and focused
on developing immersive heritage and cultural
attractions. Through this platform, Failte Ireland
invested in heritage and cultural attractions of scale
that motivate visitors/or within Ireland, but without
displacing the existing attractions of a destination
or disturbing the competitiveness already in mature
destinations. The overall objective of this platform
was to deliver brilliant experiences that allow visitors
to connect with Ireland and bring the national and
local culture, heritage and people to life, while also
delivering greater regional and seasonal spread of
tourism.

In April 2021, €19 million worth of investment was
announced for the second platform, (Platforms for
Growth 2) to develop world-class water sports facility
centres at 22 locations across the country where
water-based activities are a key visitor attraction. This
investment scheme was developed in partnership
between Failte Ireland and local authorities to
support the local economy.

To stimulate the development of unique gala dinner
venues of scale, Failte Ireland launched a Gala Dinner
Venues Investment Scheme in 2022, which is a small
capital investment scheme, offering investment
grants of up to 100 per cent of eligible project costs
to a maximum of €200,000 per project. The scheme
aims to support the development of up to seven
‘wow’ gala dinner venues of scale in the environs of
Ireland’s premier business tourism hubs i.e. Dublin,
Cork, Kerry, the Shannon Region and Galway.
Targeting this gap in the Business Events segment
will ensure recovery and growth of revenue which is
central to Failte Ireland’s sustainable growth agenda.
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Platforms for Growth 2: Additional Information on the successful
projects due to proceed

DLRCC Killiney
Beach Facilities
Project

Claycastle
Sports Activity
Facility

Kilkenny Water
Sports Hub

Tramore Water-
Sports Activity
Facility Centre

Ardmore Water-
Sports Activity
Facility Centre

Curracloe Water
Sports Activity
Centre

Ballycuggeran
Sports Activity
Facility

Acres Lake
Activity Facility

Dromineer
Sports Activity
Facility

Kilkee
Waterworld
Activity
Facilities

Tullan Strand
Centre for
Water Sports
Activities
Bundoran

Killiney Beach,
Killiney, Co
Dublin

Claycastle,
Youghal, County
Cork

County Hall,
John St, Kilkenny

Promenade,
Tramore, Co
Waterford

Public Car
Park, Cois Tr3,
Ardmore, Co
Waterford

Whitegap,
Curracloe,
County Wexford

Ogonnelloe,
Killaloe, County
Clare.

Acres Lake,
Drumshambo,
Co Leitrim

Dromineer,
Nenagh, Co
Tipperary

Waterworld,
East End, Kilkee,
Co. Clare

Drumacrin,
Tullan

Strand,
Bundoran, Co
Donegal

Dun Laoghaire
Rathdown

Cork County
Council

Kilkenny County
Council

Waterford
County Council

Waterford
County Council

Wexford County
Council

Clare County
Council

Leitrim County
Council

Tipperary
County Council

Clare County
Council

Donegal County
Council
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In addition to its large grants’ schemes and strategic
partnerships, Failte Ireland also provides capital
supports to tourism attractions and experiences

in Ireland through a range of regional small

grants schemes and makes direct investment into
developing infrastructure for the four tourism
experience brands (Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s
Ancient East, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and
Dublin).

Failte Ireland also continues to invest in cultural
and heritage tourism attractions through strategic

partnerships with the OPW/Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage; National Parks &
Wildlife Service; Coillte; and Waterways Ireland.
These critical partnerships continue to deliver capital
projects that realise the tourism potential of the
State’s natural and built heritage assets. Through
these strategic partnerships, and other collaborations
with Government Departments and agencies, Failte
Ireland is able to invest in the enhancement of visitor
attractions and activities and advise on further
experience development and marketing.
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RRDF - gTeic An Spideal, Co Galway

Destination Development
and Distribution

In 2022 Fiilte Ireland created four long term regional
development strategies and began work on 36
Destination and Experience Development Plans. All
tailored to support the sustainable development of
tourism in Ireland’s Ancient East, the Wild Atlantic
Way, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands, and Dublin.

Destination Towns (€5,997,886) was awarded to 12
towns in Ireland’s Ancient East: Carlow, Cork City,
Monaghan, Portlaoise, Kildare Town, Drogheda, Trim,
Cashel, Kilkenny, Waterford, New Ross and Wicklow
Town.

Trim in Co Meath was the first Destination Town
completed and launched in 2022. The remaining
towns are to launch in 2023.

In 2022 funding for the following was also awarded:

e  €1.9 million was awarded to deliver visitor
experience improvements at Bray Head
Signatured Discovery Point on the Wild Atlantic
Way;

e  €200,000 in technical assistance for
the preparation of an interpretation and
infrastructure plan for the Boyne Valley Drive;
and

e  €2.2 million for the upgrades and remedial works
to WAW wayfinding signage and discovery
points.
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Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme
(ORIS) in Partnership with
DRCD

Since 2018 Fiilte Ireland has a partnership in place
with DRCD on the funding of that Department’s
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. Failte
Ireland contributed €4 million towards projects in
partnership with DRCD. Fiilte Ireland continues
to collaborate with DRCD on the evaluation of

the ORIS Scheme and the roll out of previous
years investments. Collaboration is ongoing with
regard to the opportunities for tourism recreation
infrastructure within the scheme.

Just Transition Fund Project

Failte Ireland closed the year with the announcement
of €68 million in EU Just Transition’ funding,
allocated to Failte Ireland for a ‘Regenerative
Tourism & Place Making Scheme for the Midlands’

to transform tourism in the midlands and to develop
new opportunities for tourism employment in the
Just Transition territory.
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Investment in Cultural
Regional Infrastructure

The NDP looks to support place-making through
investment in Cultural Regional Infrastructure,

with a focus on sustainable and energy efficient
infrastructural investment. The Department’s cultural
schemes continue to successfully deliver regional arts
and cultural infrastructure across the country.

During 2022, almost €5.06 million was invested in
enhancing local arts and cultural infrastructure to
create and maintain opportunities for creativity,
participation and creation. This included support for
projects under the various schemes such as the Arts
and Culture Capital Enhancement Support Scheme
(ACCESS 11) (€1,367,800), the Arts and Culture
Capital Scheme (€465,000), the Regional Museum
Exhibition Scheme (€166,000), Cultural Capital
Scheme 2019- 2022 (€171,000) and a new capital
scheme which was established in 2020, Stream D of
the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 (€177,000).
It also included ‘Other Cultural Capital’ projects
(€2,709,200 on 8 various projects) including Royal
Irish Academy of Music in Dublin, Mary Robinson
Centre in Ballina, Yeats Society in Sligo and Tyrone
Guthrie Centre in Monaghan.

ACCESS Il is designed to assist the provision of

high standard arts and culture infrastructure and
enhanced access to the arts throughout the country.
The scheme prioritises the enhancement and
maintenance of existing facilities. In 2022, funding
was provided to Offaly County Council in relation to
Tullamore Arts Centre.

The Arts and Culture Capital Scheme focuses on
enhancing the existing stock of arts and culture
centres that operate as not-for-profit organisations
with a clearly defined arts and culture focus. In 2022,
funding awarded included support for Photo Museum
of Ireland in Dublin, Cork Opera House DAC in Cork,
Town Hall in Cavan, Hawk's Well Theatre in Sligo, and
Galway City Council in relation to the Galway City
Museum, among others. Two substantial projects
were completed and fully drawn down in 2022 -
€180,280 was awarded to Galway City Council for
the upgrading of Galway City Museum, and €176,288
was awarded to Cork Opera House DAC under the
Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018. The
funding for both of these projects was drawn down in
full in 2022.

The Regional Museum Exhibition Scheme seeks

to promote and enhance the marketing of regional
museums, and to support programmes to attract
the aged, young, and socially disadvantaged to visit
these institutions. Cultural events held in museums
attract a local and tourist audience and promote
museums as focal centres of the local community.
Fifteen museums around the country were
supported in 2022, including Foynes Flying Boat and
Maritime Museum to revamp its Boeing 314 Flying
Boat replica, and Monaghan County Museum for
exhibition cases for the museum’s new site at the
Peace Campus, Monaghan.

Stream D of the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022
was set up in 2020 as a response to the COVID-19
pandemic and to assist the arts and culture sector at
this time. In 2022 almost €177,000 was drawn down
by 12 arts and culture organisations under Stream

D of the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 for
capital adaptations or equipment necessary to assist
them re-open safely after COVID-19 and prevent its
spread.

The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media is developing a sector-specific
climate appraisal methodology to be applied to the
programmes, schemes and projects it funds. Streams
A & B of the most recent capital grant scheme,
Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 prioritised
projects to reduce an organisation’s carbon

footprint and make a real and positive impact on the
environment. 44 projects were funded under Streams
A and B of this scheme (majority awarded funding

in 2021) and many of these projects commenced
and progressed their projects during 2022. 27 of

the 44 projects awarded funding include specific
sustainability measures e.g. upgrading windows,
insulating buildings, and installing LED lighting.
€171,000 was drawn down in 2022 under this
Scheme - three projects fully completed (Ballet
Ireland in Dublin, Moore Community Council in
Roscommon and Yeats Society in Sligo) and five part
completed including Backstage Theatre in Longford
and Fighting Words in Dublin.

In addition to the funding outlined above, a
further €792,000 was invested in arts and culture
infrastructure abroad in 2022, assisting the Irish
Arts Center New York (€380,000), Centre Culturel
Irlandais Paris (€262,000) and Venice Biennale
(€150,000).
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Develop the Creative
Industries and a Vibrant
Media Production and
Audiovisual Sector

The Audiovisual Action Plan underpins the
Government's commitment to develop Ireland as a
global centre for excellence in media production and
measures to be delivered under the Plan are relevant
to NSO 3, as well as NSO 7. Funding for the Plan is
delivered through Screen Ireland which is the national
development agency for Irish filmmaking and the
Irish film, television and animation industry. In 2022,
capital funding of €32.15 million was allocated to
Screen Ireland/Fis Eireann to support the production
of audio-visual content in Ireland.

Screen Ireland’s strategy, Building for a Creative
Future 2024 is underpinned by 5 pillars that will
develop the audio-visual sector and support vibrant
media production.

Under its strategy, Screen Ireland will support
national cinema and Irish independent film culture
through continued investment in development,
production and promotion. It will work closely with
the post-production and VFX sector, creative talent
and emerging technology innovations to generate
new business opportunities. Screen Ireland is
committed to championing industry development

on a national and sustainable basis by supporting
Irish companies and its expanding workforce across
Ireland. In 2022 Irish film and television projects
filmed on location all around the country. A key
focus is on promoting and nurturing creative talent
and skills across the country. To that end, Screen
Ireland provides career-long supports, from first-time
writers, directors and producers to cast and crew and
in 2022, launched five regional Talent Development
Academies. These regional Talent Development
Academies will focus on regional talent development
and inclusion, ensuring opportunities and support
for new and diverse talent. This will ensure an overall
national approach to creative talent, crew and
workforce development in line with the significant
growth ambition for the industry and commitment to
social cohesion. The Talent Development Academies,
located in Dublin, Wicklow, Limerick and two in
Galway have already made an impact in the regions,
collectively delivering over 50 courses/initiatives to
over 1,800 Participants in 2022.

The skills team in Screen Ireland will also continue to
address ongoing skills needs in the regions through

its online courses, funding schemes, and through
its work in relation to the skills requirements of the
S$481 tax credit.

Screen Ireland will launch a new Screen Crew and
Services Database for the sector in early 2023 to
support ongoing production activity across the
country and also support more open and transparent
hiring processes within the sector.

Expansion and investment in studio facility
infrastructure across the country is also critical to
building a sustainable future for the Irish screen
industry and this expanded infrastructure will add

to the need for a depth of highly-skilled crew to
support the large-scale production of high-quality
screen output across the country. Continued work to
increase Ireland’s international profile and develop
new US-Ireland industry relationships through Screen
Ireland’s LA office, in collaboration with Enterprise
Ireland, IDA, Tourism Ireland and the Consulate
General of Los Angeles should further drive inward
investment and ensure opportunities for rural
economies and communities.

Throughout 2022, Screen Ireland with the support of
the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport & Media, Screen Ireland will continue to
support the exhibition sector. Irish cinemas make

a significant contribute to in supporting Irish films
and providing a diverse cultural offering throughout
the nation across a wide-ranging demographic

of audiences. Furthermore, the cinema sector
operates a valuable social and educational service

to communities across the country. In Ireland, the
sector is composed of predominantly Irish-owned
independent and arthouse cinemas that screen

Irish and specialist films and support the indigenous
filmmaking sector. Ireland has a unique screen
density of regional cinema by comparison to its
European counterparts and in 2019, Ireland had the
highest cinema admissions per capita in Europe. The
high level of admissions is in part attributable to the
presence of cinemas in so many small and medium
sized Irish towns. The contribution of cinemas to local
communities is a significant part of social and cultural
life in rural Ireland.

The Creative Futures fund was launched as part of
Screen Ireland’s commitment to grow strong and
resilient companies throughout the country. The fund
is designed to help support companies strengthen
and hone their expert creative capabilities and
ambitions and build cultural resilience to enable high
quality cultural projects. 35 per cent of successful
companies were based regionally.
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Screen Ireland will introduce a new €3.5 million
Regional Fund for the screen sector in 2023 that will
support further film production in the regions.

The Online Safety and Media Regulation Act 2022
was signed into law on 10 December 2022. It
provides for the dissolution of the Broadcasting
Authority of Ireland and the establishment of a
new regulator, Coimisiin na Mean, which will

be responsible for overseeing the regulation of
broadcasting and video on-demand services and
the new regulatory framework for online safety.
An Coimisitn will also have functions relating to
the promotion of an open, trusted and pluralistic
media and online environment, including research,
education, media literacy, the protection of children,
and journalistic and creative supports. The Act was
commenced and An Coimisitn formally established
on 15 March 2023.

Enhancing Sport Facilities
Throughout Ireland

The Sports Capital Equipment Programme (SCEP)

is the main channel of Government support for
developing sports facilities and purchasing sports
equipment for sports clubs and organisations
across Ireland. The latest round of the SCEP

closed for applications in March 2021. Over 3,100
applications were submitted seeking over €200
million. Approximately 1,000 of applications were
for ,equipment-only’ projects. Grants with a total
value of €16.6 million were announced within those
applications in August 2021. 1,865 individual grant
offers with a total value of over €143.8 million were
announced from the remaining capital applications in
February 2022.

Further allocations (totalling €6.14 million) on foot of
successful appeals were announced in May 2022. A
total allocation of €166.6 million for the 2020 round
of SCEP represents the highest level of allocation
ever made under the SCEP, with 2,878 individual
grant offers in total and 59 different sports funded.
All valid applications received a grant offer. As well as
grants to local clubs, over €22 million was allocated
to projects deemed to be of “regional” significance.
Such projects include regional centres of excellence,
Local Authority Projects and sports facilities at third
level institutions.

Sustaining Gaeltacht
Communities and
Promoting the Irish
Language

A priority of the Department of Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport, and Media is to sustain
Gaeltacht communities through investment in Udaras
na Gaeltachta and to promote the Irish language. A
number of supports in 2022 are outlined below.

e In Mayo, ‘Solas’ is being developed as a strategic
tourism attraction, on an international level, on
the lorras Peninsula. The project, being led by
Udaras na Gaeltachta, is funded through the
RRDF, the Department and Udaras. Construction
began in 2022 on (approx.) 800m? building in
Eachléim. Solas is due to open in Summer 2023.

e £€100,000 was allocated to develop initial
interpretations plans for 3 visitor attractions in
the Galway Gaeltacht - the Seaweed & Heritage
Centre in Leitir Meallain, The Immigrant’s Centre,
Carna and The Aran Experience in Inis Mér,
Arann. Construction on the Carna project is due
to begin mid-2023.

e The development of 15.5 linear kilometres
of looped trails to include 9km of tarred and
chipped primary trail and 1.3km linear meters of
raised board walk were completed in Casla, Co.
na Gaillimhe.

e An enhanced relationship with Failte Ireland was
underpinned by the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding between Fiilte Ireland and
Udaras na Gaeltachta in early 2022, leading the
way for collaboration across tourism initiatives in
the Gaeltacht.

e  With investment of €192,592 de chuid an
Udaras leveraged European funds the EU Project
Digi2Market, enabling a project with a total
value of €357,670 for Gaeltacht tourism SMEs
to enhance their digital capabilities.

e Udaréas na Gaeltachta invested over €450,000
in Community Gaeltacht tourism projects to
recruit, enable and train a cohort of 15 Gaeltacht
Tourism officers.
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Gteic - Gaeltacht Digital
Network

Gréasan gteic Digiteach na Gaeltachta has continued
to grow and develop in 2022. The network has
established itself as a base for entrepreneurs,
innovators and established companies, and has
become a landing spot for members of the Gaeltacht
Diaspora with a desire to return home to remote
work or to start their own business. At the end of
2022, 441 people were working in the 27 gteic

hubs in operation, a 37 per cent increase from the
2021 figure. 220 of these people are not included in
employment figures, and 69 were remote workers.
136 companies were located in gteic hubs at that
time.

During 2022, the gteic@An Spidéal and gteic@Na
Forbacha have become home to numerous start-
ups and growing projects in the MedTech sector

in the Galway region. The IPSOS MRBI project has
continued to grow in Béal an Mhuirthead and Acaill
and employs 64 people in the Maigh Eo Gaeltacht.
The gteic@Gaoth Dobhair hub continues to
experience success in enticing companies to develop
“second site” operations, with Keelings Knowledge
establishing an office focussed on software
development in the hub.

As well becoming an invaluable economic
development resource to the Gaeltacht regions, the
gteic network provides important support to social
and community development projects in their regions.
The gteic network has engaged with the Educational
and Training Board to provide courses in weaving and
business administration in Cill Charthaigh and Gaoth
Dobhair respectively. Numerous gteics throughout
the Gaeltacht regions are home to companies working
on community and language development projects. In
2022, the gteic@Gaoth Dobhair hub welcomed the
world renowned traditional Irish musician, Mairéad Ni
Mhaonaigh, as its artist in residence

Regional and Local Roads

2022 saw investment of €607 million under the
Regional and Local Road Grant Programme. Most of
this funding was allocated to road maintenance and
rehabilitation and grant assistance in 2022 provided
for:

e the maintenance of 3,192 kilometres of road;
e the strengthening of 2,518 kilometres of road;
e €14.5 million for bridge rehabilitation projects;

e €9 million for safety improvement projects;

e  €15.6 million for community involvement
schemes;

o €20 million for drainage works

e €8 million for maintenance works on former
national roads

In addition, funding of €14.7 million was provided
under the new climate change adaptation grant for
works on roads at risk due to the impact of climate
change and severe weather events.

A significant number of regional and local road
projects relating to safety/minor improvement and
bridge rehabilitation works were also progressed

in 2022. Examples include the Edenderry Inner
Relief Road Phase 1, Offaly; the Dale Road
improvement scheme, Kerry; the R390 re-alignment
at Walderstown, Westmeath; a safety scheme at
Cunningham’s Corner, Wicklow; the Bundola Sea
Wall project, Mayo; the R586 realignment at llen
Bridge, County Cork and the R194 Derrylea Bridge
project, Cavan.

Some investment is also being made in larger scale
road improvement schemes. Twelve strategic regional
and local road improvement schemes were listed in
the original NDP for implementation and six schemes
have been completed to date.

e |n 2022 construction continued on the Athy
Southern Distributor Road scheme together with
the Tralee Northern Relief Road.

e  The main construction contract commenced for
the Shannon Crossing, Killaloe Bypass and R494
Upgrade scheme.

e While construction of the Coonagh to
Knockalisheen Distributor Road commenced in
2021, the contract was terminated as a result of
the receivership of the main contractor. Pending
a retender of the main construction contract,

a contractor was appointed to complete
bridgeworks over the railway line.

Preparatory work, including detailed design, advance
works and land acquisition was also underway for
other schemes.

In the Eastern and Midland Region, there are three
major regional and local road transport projects
including the Sallins Bypass, the Athy Southern
Distributor Road and the Laytown to Bettystown Link
Road.

e Sallins Bypass - Construction completed in
2021

e Athy Southern Distributor Road - Construction
programme continued in 2022
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e Laytown to Bettystown Link Road -
Construction completed in 2021

There are two major regional and local road transport
projects in the Northern and Western Region:

e Eastern Garavogue Bridge and Approach
Road - Procurement process for engineering
consultants for detailed design is underway. This
project is being part funded by the Department
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
under the Urban Regeneration Development
Fund.

e Sligo Western Distributor Road - Completed in
2021

Other projects include the Coonagh to
Knockalisheen Road in the Southern Region, which

is part of the Limerick Regeneration programme, the
Shannon Bridge which is part of the Killaloe Bypass,
the Tralee Northern Relief Road and the realignment
of the Nenagh to Thurles Road (R498) at Latteragh to
cater more safely for traffic.

e Coonagh to Knockalisheen Distributor
Road - While construction of the Coonagh to
Knockalisheen Distributor Road commenced in
2021, the contract was terminated as a result of
the receivership of the main contractor. Pending
a retender of the main construction contract,
a contractor has been appointed to complete
bridgeworks over the railway line and works are
also underway to install a new watermain.

e Shannon Crossing/Killaloe Bypass/R494
Upgrade scheme - The main construction
contract commenced for the Shannon Crossing,
Killaloe Bypass and R494 Upgrade scheme.

o Tralee Northern Relief Road - Construction
programme continued in 2022.

e R498 Nenagh/Thurles (Latteragh) Upgrade
- Scheme was at detailed design and land
acquisition stage.

The National Broadband
Plan

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is the initiative
to rollout high-speed broadband to the 1.1 million
people living and working in almost 560,000
premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and
farms, along with 679 schools, where commercial
operators will not commit to deliver the service. It is
expected that eventually over 600,000 premises will
be served by the NBP, including new builds.

The NBP has stimulated commercial investment in
this vital service. In 2012, fewer than 700,000 or 30
per cent of all Irish premises had access to high-
speed broadband. At the end of 2022, there were
1.96 million premises across Ireland with broadband
subscriptions.

The NBP contract was signed with National
Broadband Ireland (NBI) in November 2019.

NBI commenced the rollout of a high speed and
future-proofed broadband network within the

State Intervention Area in 2020 and will operate
and manage this network over the next 25 years.
For 2020, which was the first year of the contract,
the principal focus was on mobilisation activities,
together with survey, design and make ready work
to prepare the way for the fibre deployment. Design
work was completed in target townlands across
every county in Ireland with over 153,000 premises
surveyed by the end of 2020. This survey work fed
into detailed designs for each deployment area and
fibre deployment commenced in late 2020 with the
first fibre to the home connections in January 2021.

By the end of 2022, design work was underway or
completed on over 351,000 premises. High-speed
broadband services were available for order or pre-
order to over 117,900 premises. NBI advises that
over 109,000 premises had a network connection
available by the end of 2022 and over 27,600
premises were connected and availing of high-speed
broadband services. “Network Connection” refers
to the number of “premises passed” by NBI. When a
premises is passed, it can then be made available for
a network operator to offer services to the customer,
who can place an order for a high-speed broadband
service. The network connection therefore becomes
available to customers.

By the end of 2022, 281 Broadband Connection
Points were in place and 278 of these were open for
business. These are located in places of community
importance including community centres, library
hubs, local sports facilities, tourism locations and
other public places. In addition, more than 560
schools in remote rural locations had a connection
installed and 199 of these schools were provided
with high-speed connectivity by the end of 2022.
The installation of BCPs and the delivery of public
BCPs throughout the country is almost complete.
NBI is working to accelerate the rollout of high-speed
broadband to schools across the State.
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Rollout of National Broadband Plan

Agriculture, Food and the
Marine

A wide range of investment supports for farmers,
fishermen and agri-food sector companies were
delivered during 2022.

e During 2022, grant support totalling €70.4
million for improvements in equipment and
facilities on farms was paid under the Targeted
Agriculture Modernisation Scheme.

e Over 100 horticulture producers received a
combined total of €6.81 million in support for
specialised building and equipment through the
scheme of investment aid for the development
of the commercial horticulture sector in 2022.

e In 2022 some 308 new afforestation sites and
69 kilometres of new roads were funded. The
total expenditure for forestry for 2022 amounted
to some €74.085 million.

e  Over €8 million was invested in a range of
projects across the fisheries, aquaculture and
seafood processing sectors, including:

e €1.3 million invested in the economic
diversification of coastal communities
through the seven Fisheries Local Action
Groups;

e  €0.8 million invested in capital
improvements to fishing vessels, including
for energy efficiency, value adding and
health and safety;

e €25 million invested in value adding
investments in the seafood processing
sector; and

e €2.8 million invested in productive
investments in the aquaculture sector. Some
of these schemes will continue through
2022 aiming to enhance the efficiency
and viability of our primary producers and
processors in facing the challenges ahead.
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Key projects under the 2022 Fishery Harbour and
Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme
included the completion of the middle pier berthing
project (the Fishing Pier) at Howth Fishery Harbour
Centre (FHC), the continuation of the Smooth Point
pier extension at Killybegs FHC and the substantial
completion of the Dinish Pier extension and
breakwater at Castletownbere FHC.

Fishing Pier, Howth Fishery Harbour Centre

Dinish Wharf North Quay Essential Completion Works,
Castletownbere Fishery Harbour Centre



2.4
Sustainable Mobility

Project Ireland 2040 contains a commitment to a more environmentally
sustainable public transport system to enable economic growth and
meet growing passenger demand. While many of the major projects
under this strategic priority will take a number of years to deliver fully,
2022 saw clear progress against this goal.
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Sustainable Mobility

BusConnects

BusConnects will transform the bus network, and
provide significantly enhanced cycling infrastructure,
in all major cities

The programme preliminary business case for
BusConnects Dublin and the detailed project brief
for next-generation ticketing were approved by
Government in March 2022. This decision gave
Decision Gate (DG) 1 approval to the programme in
principle, DG1 approval to the Core Bus Corridors,
which facilitates the submission of planning
applications, and DG2 approval to next generation
ticketing, facilitating the commencement of
competitive dialogue.

To date the National Transport Authority (NTA) has
submitted planning applications to An Bord Pleandla
in respect of six of the Core Bus Corridor schemes
and expects to submit applications for all remaining
schemes by the end of Q2 2023.

The Network Redesign for the entire Dublin network
is being rolled out over 11 phases and currently the
NTA expect it to be completed by early 2025. Roll out
of the plan began in 2021 with the launch of the first
two phases - the H-Spine (Howth/Malahide to City
Centre) in June and the C-Spine (Lucan/Celbridge

to Ringsend via City Centre) in November 2021.
Phase 3 was launched in May 2022. It consisted of
two Northern Orbital Routes (N4 Blanchardstown

to Point Village and N6 Finglas to Howth Junction).
Phase 4, the G-Spine and Route 60 (Ballyfermot/
Liffey Valley/Red Cow to the Docklands via city
centre) was launched in October 2022.

Next Generation Ticketing (NGT) is another
important element of the BusConnects programme,
involving the upgrade of fares and ticketing systems
across bus services in Dublin. The NTA continued

to progress the procurement phase through 2022,
having identified 5 PQQ candidates in 2021, and

the next step, the Competitive Dialogue process, is
currently underway. NTA hope to award the contract
by end-2023.

172 new buses for PSO bus fleets were delivered
in 2022, including 107 fully electric vehicles and 24
hybrids for urban fleets.

Following an extensive public consultation process,
the NTA published the proposed BusConnects Cork
network in June 2022. The draft network provides an
increase of over fifty per cent in bus services across

the city, to allow more people to gain access to more
places quickly.

The first round of public consultation in relation to
the 12 new Sustainable Transport Corridors proposals
closed on 3 October 2022. A second round of public
consultation will take place in 2023 following the
updating of the proposals.

BusConnects Galway will deliver a rationalised
network of five high-performing cross city routes.

All routes will serve major city centre attractions

as well as linking all major destinations across the
city, comprise next generation bus lanes, including
segregated bike lanes, enhanced services, cashless
fares and account-based ticketing. A network of park
and ride sites, serviced by the more efficient bus
network, will also be put in place.

No