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Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) 

Amended ACRES Penalty Schedule & Submission of scorecards 

 

Dear ACRES Advisor 

 

Please be advised that the ACRES Penalty Schedule has been amended with effect from 6th July 

2023. A copy of the amended Schedule is circulated herewith for your information and 

reference.  Annex 5 of the Terms and Conditions of the Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme 

(ACRES) [November 2022] is accordingly replaced by the Schedule attached, in which all 

amendments are highlighted in red for ease of reference. 

 

The Department also wishes to draw your attention to an amendment to the ACRES 

Specification in relation to the timeline for the submission of scorecards.  The requirement is 

now that: 

All scorecards for a participant must be submitted within 14 days of the date the first 

scorecard is initiated and before the deadline set by the Department of Agriculture, Food, and 

the Marine (DAFM).  

 

Please note that ‘the date the first scorecard is initiated’ is the date the first scorecard associated 

with a specific contract is submitted or partially submitted to/on the Department’s Generic Land 

Management system (GLAM). 

 

Once an ACRES scorecard has been submitted in full, it will not be possible to make further 

changes to the scorecard and it cannot subsequently be amended. Department staff will not 

have access to retrieve, amend or delete submitted scorecards. 

  

It is therefore essential that advisors are fully satisfied that scorecards are correct at the time of 

submission because once submitted it will not be possible for a scorecard to be reopened or 

made available again to the advisor.  
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
AGRI-CLIMATE RURAL ENVIRONMENT SCHEME (ACRES) 

 

Annex 5: ACRES Penalty Schedule (Amended June 2023) 
Note: Baseline breaches are GAEC/SMR breaches under the Basic Income Support 

for Sustainability (BISS) Scheme that must be met as a minimum requirement for 

individual ACRES actions 

 
Action 

 

 
Type of non-compliance 

 
Scheme penalty 

Barn Owl nest 

box 

 

 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum number of units (1 box) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. Number of units claimed not 
delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not managed 
as set out in requirement 6 of ACRES 
specification. 

 

 

 
v. Action delivered but not 
implemented or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested (subject 
to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
 
iii. Payment on number delivered.  
Penalty is number of units not delivered 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for this 
action for one year. Clawback amount not 
delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 
 
iv. Payment on number delivered (subject to iii. 

above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not managed as per 
specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant number 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for the 
action for one year. 
 
v. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on number delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
implemented or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Brassica fodder 

stubble 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 
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ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum area (0.5 hectares) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 5-9 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
iii. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules.  
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years.  
ACRES payment in successive years will be 
limited to delivery found. 
 
 
iv. Payment on area delivered (subject to iii. 
Above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  
 
 
v. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Catch crops 

 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii.  2Priority Tier 2 action not 
delivered or required minimum 
area (6 hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and  applicable CAP Scheme payments. 

 
 
ii.  100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  
Action remains eligible once minimum area (0.5 
hectares) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on area not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum area (0.5 
hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 4-9 of ACRES specification.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

 
Where minimum area of 0.5 hectares not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.   
 
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if there 
is a difference between eligible area found and 
area claimed using IACS rules.  
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years.  
ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv. 
Above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  
 
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Commonage 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 

 

 

ii. Mandatory action for 1Priority 

Tier 1 access not delivered. 

 

iii. Failure to reach individual 

minimum number of ewe 

equivalents of appropriate grazing 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 
inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 
Payments Unit of the Department and may lead to 
appropriate penalties on your ACRES, BISS and 
other applicable CAP Scheme payments.  
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
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livestock by the end of the first full 

year and subsequent years in the 

ACRES scheme. 

iv. Commonage area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Failure to comply with any 
proposed management/habitat 
restoration activities set out as part of 
a Commonage Farm Plan. 
 
 
vi. Failure to allow any prescribed 
habitat restoration works as 
proposed and agreed by the 
Commonage Management Group. 
 
 
vii. Scores overclaim/underclaim. 
 
 
 

iii 100% of ACRES payment for this action for one 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
v. A 10% penalty will apply to each participant for 
one year who fails to comply with the conditions 
of the Commonage Farm Plan.  
 
 
 
vi. 100% of ACRES payment for this action for one 
year for each participant who blocks or hinders 
any prescribed habitat restoration works.  
 

 

vii. If the field scores assigned to the 

commonage exceeds the score as assessed 

by DAFM, the score as assessed by DAFM 

shall be paid on. 

(Similarly, if the score as assessed by DAFM 

is higher, the score as assessed by DAFM 

shall be paid on). 

Conservation of 

rare breeds 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action for 1Priority Tier 
1 access not delivered or required 
minimum number of livestock units 
not delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum number of 
livestock units (0.1 LU) not 
delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 



 

iv. Number of livestock units 

claimed exceeds number kept for 
the calendar year or number 
claimed not delivered in 
accordance with the specification.  
 

 
 
iv. Payment on livestock units kept. Penalty is the 
non-compliant number of livestock units 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for each 
livestock unit for one year.  

Coppicing of 

hedgerows 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum length (10 metres) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not 

delivered or managed as set out in 
ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
iii. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for this action for one 
year.  
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 

 
iv. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Environmental 

management of 

arable fallow 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year. 
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iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (1.5 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 7-16 of ACRES specification.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year. 
 
  
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Extensively 

grazed pasture 

 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 
2Priority Tier 2 access not 
delivered or required minimum 
area not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (0.25 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Area over declared.  
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year. 

 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 



 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 4-5 and 7-13 of ACRES 
specification.  
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 

established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Geese and 

Swans 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 4-14 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
 
 
iii. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if there 
is a difference between eligible area found and 
area claimed using IACS rules. Clawback amount 
not delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 
 
iv. Payment on area delivered (subject to iii above 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  

 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
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in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Grass margins – 

Arable 

 

 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii.  2Priority Tier 2 action not delivered 
or required minimum length (500 
metres) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum length (10 
metres) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 3-7 of ACRES specification.  
 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 
inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 
Payments Unit of the Department and may lead to 
appropriate penalties on your ACRES, BISS and 
other applicable CAP Scheme payments. 
 
ii.  100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  
Action remains eligible once minimum length (10 
metres) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on length not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
Where minimum length of 10 metres not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  

 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for this action for one 
year.  
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
v. Payment on length delivered (subject to iv 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  

 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  



vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Grass margins – 

Grassland 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 2 Priority Tier 2 action not delivered 
or required minimum length (500 
metres) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum length (10 
metres) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 3-7 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 
inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 
Payments Unit of the Department and may lead to 
appropriate penalties on your ACRES, BISS and 
other applicable CAP Scheme payments. 
 
ii.  100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  
Action remains eligible once minimum length (10 
metres) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on length not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
Where minimum length of 10 metres not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  

 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for this action for one 
year.  
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
v. Payment on length delivered (subject to iv 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  
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vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Laying of 

hedgerows 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum length (10 metres) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not 

established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 

ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 

of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
iii. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for this action for one 
year.  
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
iv. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year.  
 

Low Emission 

Slurry Spreading 

(LESS) 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum volume (50 cubic metres) 
not spread or slurry applied (whether 
produced or imported) not spread by 
the designated methods as per ACRES 
specification.  
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  



Low Input 

Grassland (LIG) 

 

i. Baseline breach.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (0.25 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Area over declared.  
 
 
 
 
 
v. Scores underclaim/overclaim. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year.  
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found.  
 
v. If the field scores claimed for a participant 
by their advisor exceeds the score assessed 
by DAFM, the score as assessed by DAFM 
shall be paid on. 
 
(Similarly, if the score as assessed by DAFM 
is higher, the score as assessed by DAFM 
shall be paid on). 
 

If the overall holding level score claimed for a 
participant by their advisor results in a potential 
monetary overclaim of greater than 10% 
compared to the DAFM assessed scores, a penalty 
will apply equal to the monetary value of the 
overclaimed amount. 
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 
below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year 
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vi. Late meadow claimed not 
delivered on entire claimed area in 
accordance with ACRES specification.  
 

 
vi. Penalty is equal to the monetary value of the 
overclaimed amount for one year.  
 

Low Input Peat 

Grassland (LIPG) 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 2 Priority Tier 2 action not 
delivered or required minimum 
area (0.5 hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum area (0.25 
hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not managed 
as set out in point 5 of ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii.  100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  
Action remains eligible once minimum area (0.25 
hectares) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on area not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
Where minimum area of 0.25 hectares not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 

 
 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  

 



 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 
 
 
 
vii. Scores underclaim/overclaim. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
viii. Late meadow claimed not 
delivered on entire claimed area in 
accordance with ACRES specification.  
 

vi. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 
below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year 
 
 
vii. If the field scores claimed by a participant 
and their advisor exceeds the score assessed 
by DAFM, the score as assessed by DAFM 
shall be paid on. 
 
(Similarly, if the score as assessed by DAFM 
is higher, the score as assessed by DAFM 
shall be paid on). 
 

If the overall holding level score claimed for a 
participant by their advisor results in a potential 
monetary overclaim of greater than 10% 
compared to the DAFM assessed scores, a penalty 
will apply equal to the monetary value of the 
overclaimed amount. 
 
 
viii. Penalty is equal to the monetary value of the 
overclaimed amount for one year.  
 
 

Management of 

intensive 

grassland next to 

a watercourse 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (0.5 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year. 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
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with ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Area over declared.  
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not managed 
as set out in points 3-10 of ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  
 
 
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Minimum tillage i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 2 Priority Tier 2 action not 
delivered or required minimum 
area (10 hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii.  100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  
Action remains eligible once minimum area (0.5 
hectares) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on area not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
Where minimum area of 0.5 hectares not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  

 
 
 



 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum area (0.5 
hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if there 
is a difference between eligible area found and 
area claimed using IACS rules. Clawback amount 
not delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 

Over winter 

stubble 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 2 Priority Tier 2 action not 
delivered or required minimum 
area (4 hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum area (0.5 
hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii.  100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  
Action remains eligible once minimum area (0.5 
hectares) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on area not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
Where minimum area of 0.5 hectares not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  

 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
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v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 4-8 of ACRES specification.  
 
 
 
 
 

v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  

Planting a new 

hedgerow 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum length not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum length (10 metres) 
not delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification.  
 
 
 
iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 

established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for this action for one 
year. Clawback amount not delivered in 
previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery 
found. 
 
 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Planting a 

traditional 

orchard 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 



 

  

 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum number (10 trees) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 

iii. Action delivered but not 

established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
iii. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on number delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Planting trees in 

riparian buffer 

zones 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum number not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum number (10 
trees) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
 
iv. Number of trees claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 

 

ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 

Clawback of any payments made on this 

action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 

payment for one year. 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
iv. Payment on number delivered.  
Penalty is number of trees not delivered 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for this 
action for one year. Clawback amount not 
delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on number delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
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a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Protection and 

maintenance of 

archaeological 

monuments – 

Arable 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum number (1 monument) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. Number of units claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 5-9 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
iii. Payment on number delivered.  
Penalty is number of units not delivered 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for this 
action for one year. Clawback amount not 
delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
iv. Payment on number delivered (subject to iii 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant number 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for the 
action for one year.  
 
v. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on number delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Protection and 

maintenance of 

archaeological 

monuments – 

Grassland 

 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum number (1 monument) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 

ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 

of any payments made on this action to date.  
 



iii. Number of units claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not managed 
as set out in points 4-15 of ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

 
iii. Payment on number delivered.  
Penalty is number of units not delivered 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for this 
action for one year. Clawback amount not 
delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
 
iv. Payment on number delivered (subject to iii 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant number 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for the 
action for one year.  

 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on number delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Riparian buffer 

strip – Arable 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum length not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum length (10 metres) 
not delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 
 
 
iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
annual payment rate for this action for one year. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years. 
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v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
Note 1 on page 86 and points 12 and 
14-16 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 
 
v. Payment on length delivered (subject to iv 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  

 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Riparian buffer 

strip – Grassland 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum length not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum length (10 metres) 
not delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
Note 2 on page 89 and points 10-13 of 
ACRES specification. 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
annual payment rate for this action for one year. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years. 
ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 
v. Payment on length delivered (subject to iv 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  



 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 

established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  

 
vi. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Riparian buffer 

zone – Arable 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (0.04 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Area over declared.  
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
Note 1 on page 86 and points 12 and 
14-16 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year. 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  
 
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
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However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Riparian buffer 

zone – Grassland 

 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access or for 2Priority 
Tier 2 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (0.04 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Area over declared.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
Note 2 on page 89 and points 10-13 of 
ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year. 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  
 
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 



Ryegrass seed-

set as winter 

food for birds 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum length (10 metres) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
iii. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
iv. Action delivered but not managed 
as set out in points 3-5 of ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
delivered or managed as set out in 
ACRES specification and remedial 
action is requested (subject to 3 

below). 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 

 

ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 

of any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
 
 
iii. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
annual payment rate for this action for one year. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years. 
ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered (subject to iii. 

above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  

 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Traditional dry 

stone wall 

maintenance 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Action not delivered or required 
minimum length (10 metres) not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date.  
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iii. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 

 
 
 
 

 
iii. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
annual payment rate for this action for one year. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years. 
ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 

Tree belts for 

ammonia capture 

from farmyards 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 2 Priority Tier 2 action not 
delivered or required minimum 
area not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 

required minimum area (0.18 
hectares) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 

 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 

ii.  Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 

Clawback of any payments made on this 

action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 

payment for one year. 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 

 
 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Tree planting 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 2Priority Tier 2 action not delivered 
or required minimum number of 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
ii. 100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year.  



trees (100 trees) not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum number of trees 
(10 trees) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Number of trees claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
ACRES specification where remedial 
action is requested (subject to 3

 

below). 

Action remains eligible once minimum number 
(10 trees) for General action is delivered in 
accordance with ACRES specification. Clawback of 
any payments previously made on number not 
delivered. ACRES payment in successive years will 
be limited to delivery found. 
 
 
Where minimum number of 10 trees not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. Action ineligible. Clawback of 
any payments made on this action to date.  
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Payment on number delivered.  
Penalty is number of trees not delivered 
multiplied by the annual payment rate for this 
action for one year. Clawback amount not 
delivered in previous years. ACRES payment in 
successive years will be limited to delivery found. 
 
v. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on number delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Unharvested 

cereal headlands 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access not delivered or 
required minimum length not 
delivered in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum length (10 metres) 
not established in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. Clawback 
of any payments made on this action to date. 
100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one 
year. 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
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iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
point 3 and 5-7 of ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
annual payment rate for this action for one year. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years. 
ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 
v. Payment on length delivered (subject to iv 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested: 
Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Winter bird food 

plot 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
  
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access not delivered or 
required minimum area not delivered 
in accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum area (0.25 
hectares) not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 
 
 
iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 
ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this 
action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 
payment for one year. 
 
 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area 
found and area claimed using IACS rules. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous 
years. ACRES payment in successive years 
will be limited to delivery found. 
 



points 4 and 8-13 of ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

v. Payment on area delivered (subject to iv above) 
is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant area multiplied by 
the annual payment rate for the action for one 
year.  
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested:  
Payment on area delivered (subject to 3 below) is 
allowed.  
However, as action was not initially established or 
managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 

Winter bird food 

strip 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. Mandatory action chosen for 
1Priority Tier 1 access not 
delivered or required minimum 
length not delivered in accordance 
with ACRES specification. 

 
 
iii. General action not delivered or 
required minimum length (10 metres) 
not delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification. 
 
iv. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered in 
accordance with ACRES 
specification. 
 
 
 
 
v. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out in 
points 8-13 of ACRES specification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may 

lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 

BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme 

payments. 

 

ii. Action ineligible for ACRES payment. 

Clawback of any payments made on this 

action to date. 100% penalty on total ACRES 

payment for one year. 

 
 
iii. General action ineligible for ACRES payment. 
Clawback of any payments made on this action to 
date.  
 
 
iv. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
annual payment rate for this action for one year. 
Clawback amount not delivered in previous years. 
ACRES payment in successive years will be limited 
to delivery found. 
 
v. Payment on length delivered (subject to iv 
above) is allowed.  
However, as action was not established or 
managed as per specification:  
Penalty is the non-compliant length multiplied 
by the annual payment rate for the action for 
one year.  
 
vi. Where remedial action is requested: 
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vi. Action delivered but not 
established or managed as set out 
in ACRES specification where 
remedial action is requested 
(subject to 3 below). 

Payment on length delivered (subject to 3 

below) is allowed.  
However, as action was not initially 
established or managed as per specification:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action for one 
year. 
 

Hedgerow 

requirement 

  

 

Hedgerow requirement not 
delivered in accordance with 
ACRES specification in applicable 
ACRES parcels.  

 
The following penalties apply to the total ACRES 
payment for one year: 

a. < 100m non-compliant – 1%  
b. 100m to 500m non-compliant – 3% 
c.  > 500m non-compliant – 5%.  

 
 

 

ACRES Penalties - Additional for Co-operation Project (CP) 
participants 

CP non-commonage 

results-based payments 

i. Baseline breach. 

 

 

 

ii. Area over declared. 

 

 

 

iii. Scores 

underclaim/overclaim. 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 

inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 

Payments Unit of the Department and may lead 

to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, BISS 

and other applicable CAP Scheme payments. 
ii. Penalty is reduction of ACRES CP payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area found 
and area claimed using IACS rules. Clawback 
amount not delivered in previous years. ACRES 
CP payment in successive years will be limited to 
delivery found. 
 
iii. If the field scores claimed for a participant by 
their advisor exceeds the score assessed by 
DAFM, the score as assessed by DAFM shall be 
paid on. 
 
(Similarly, if the score as assessed by DAFM is 
higher, the score as assessed by DAFM shall be 
paid on). 
 

If the overall holding level score claimed for a 
participant by their advisor results in a potential 
monetary overclaim of greater than 10% compared to 
the DAFM assessed scores, a penalty may apply equal 
to the monetary value of the overclaimed amount. 
 

Non-productive 

Investments and 

Landscape Actions 

 

 

i. Baseline breach. 
 
 
 
 
 

i. Any breaches of conditionality detected on 
inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 
Payments Unit of the Department and may lead to 
appropriate penalties on your ACRES, BISS and other 
applicable CAP Scheme payments. 
 



ii. Number of units claimed on 
application not delivered as set 
out in the specification for the 
action/investment or as per 
requirements set by the Co-
operation Project Team.  
 
iii. Linear length claimed on 
application not delivered as set 
out in the specification for the 
action/investment or as per 
requirements set by the Co-
operation Project Team. 

 

iv. Area over declared. 
 
 
 
v. Landscape Action or Non-
productive Investment 
delivered but not established or 
managed as set out in 
specification for the 
action/investment or as per 
requirements set by the Co-
operation Project Team. 
 

ii. Payment on number delivered.  
Penalty is number of units not delivered multiplied by 
the payment rate for this action/investment. 
Clawback of any payments made on units not 
delivered. 
 
 
iii. Payment on length delivered.  
Penalty is length not delivered multiplied by the 
payment rate for this action/investment.  
Clawback of any payments made on linear length 
not delivered.  
 
 
iv. Penalty is reduction of ACRES CP payment if 
there is a difference between eligible area found 
and area claimed using IACS rules. Clawback of 
any payments made on amount not delivered.  
 
v. Payment on quantity delivered (subject to 3 below) 
is allowed.  
However, as action or investment was not established 
or managed as set out in CP specification or by Co-
operation Project Team:  
a 10% penalty will apply to this action/investment.  
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Average weighted score 

for the holding 

(applicable to all scored  

non-commonage CP 

parcels) 

Where the average weighted 
score in year 5 for non-
commonage CP parcels on the 
holding has decreased from 
the baseline score in year 1. 
 

i. If the average weighted 
score has decreased by 
more than 10% but not 
more than 20%. 

 
ii. If the average weighted score 
has decreased by 20% or more.  
 

i. Penalty is a 20% reduction to all non-commonage 
CP results-based payments in year 5.  
 
 
 
ii. Penalty is a 40% reduction to all non-commonage 

CP results-based payments in year 5.  

Landscape Bonus 

This is an additional level of 

payment to farmers for High 

or Exceptionally High 

delivery of ecosystem 

services across larger 

holdings.  

 

Where a valid scorecard 

is not submitted for all 

ACRES CP contract 

lands, the participant will 

not be eligible for the 

Landscape Bonus 

payment for the relevant 

year.  

 

 i. Inaccurate scorecards 

submitted for a participant by 

their advisor for CP parcels that 

would result in an incorrectly 

awarded Landscape Bonus 

Payment 

i. If inaccurate field scores submitted for a 
participant by their advisor would result in the 
participant incorrectly receiving a Landscape 
Bonus Payment, the DAFM assessed scores 
will be used to determine whether the 
participant receives a Landscape Bonus 

Payment. Penalty is a 10% reduction to all non-
commonage CP results-based payments in year 
of inspection. 

 

 

1 Priority Tier 1 penalty applies where: 

1. This action is the only priority Tier 1 environmental action selected and the minimum 

requirements for this action have not been delivered.  

2. Where the applicant has selected more than one priority Tier 1 environmental action and 

has failed to deliver the minimum requirements (area/length/number) for at least one 

priority Tier 1 action. 

3. The applicant was not a registered organic farmer by the closing date for applications and 

not delivering the minimum requirements for at least one other priority Tier 1 action. 

Where more than one priority Tier 1 environmental action is selected and the minimum 

requirement is delivered for at least one of these actions or the applicant was a registered organic 

farmer by the closing date for applications and remains an registered organic farmer for each year 

of the contract, the priority Tier 1 action(s) that fails to meet the minimum requirement is now 

considered as a general action and the relevant penalty applies.  

 
2 Priority Tier 2 penalty applies where: 

1. This action is the only priority Tier 2 environmental action selected and the minimum 

requirements for this action have not been delivered. 



2. Where the applicant has selected more than one priority Tier 2 environmental action and 

has failed to deliver the minimum requirements (area/length/number) for at least one 

priority Tier 2 action. 

3. Where the applicant was not a participant in the Native Woodland Establishment Scheme 

or GPC 11 -Agroforestry by the closing date for applications.  

Where more than one priority Tier 2 environmental action is selected and the minimum Tier 2 

requirement is delivered for at least one of these actions or the applicant was a participant in one 

of the schemes as noted in point 3 above by the closing date for applications, the action(s) that 

fails to meet the minimum Tier 2 requirement is now considered as a general action.  

 
3 Remedial action letter is issued when: 

Where appropriate, this penalty is subject to remedial action been undertaken within the allowed 

timeframe to ensure that all elements have been delivered in accordance with the ACRES 

specification. A 10% penalty for this action will apply for one year. Applicant will be paid on 

amount delivered in accordance with the specification going forward. 

Where remedial action is not undertaken within the allowed timeframe, the relevant penalty 

(whichever is applicable) will apply.  

 

 
ACRES Administration Penalties 

Type of non-compliance Penalty in ACRES 

Training 

Non completion of mandatory ACRES 

Training 

• Non-completion of mandatory ACRES training within 

first year of participation in the Scheme – review of 

contract with no further payments issuing until training 

completed 

• Non-completion of mandatory ACRES training within 

two years of contract commencement - review of 

continued participation in the scheme, with a 

possibility of termination of contract and recoupment 

of monies paid. 

Non-completion of mandatory ACRES 

Training organised by the ACRES Co-

operation Project Team for relevant zone. 

• A 5% penalty on ACRES payment for relevant year 

• A repeat of non-compliance within a 3-year period = 

10% penalty on ACRES payment for relevant year and 

review of contract with a possibility of termination of 

contract and recoupment of monies paid. 

Documentation 

Soil Sampling 

Late/incomplete or non-submission of soil 

sampling results/ soil sample exemption 

form (appendix 8 of specification) by 15th 

May 2024 as part of FSP. 

 

 

• Review of contract with no further payments issuing 

until all required soil sample documents uploaded to 

ACRES system.  

• Non-submission within two years of contract 

commencement - review of continued participation in 
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the scheme, with a possibility of termination of contract 

and recoupment of monies paid. 

Commonage Farm Plan 

 

Late/incomplete or non-submission of 

Commonage Farm Plan on the ACRES 

system within the timeframe requested by 

the Department. 

 

 

• Review of contract with no further payments issuing 

until all required Commonage Farm Plan documents 

uploaded to ACRES system.  

• Non-submission within two years of contract 

commencement - review of continued participation in 

the scheme, with a possibility of termination of contract 

and recoupment of monies paid. 

LESS and Rare Breeds*  

 

Late/incomplete or non-submission of 

supporting documentation on the ACRES 

system within the timeframe requested by 

the Department. Refer to section 22.4 in 

Terms and Conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*For Rare Breeds action, please also see 

penalties for action non-compliance. 

 

The following scale of penalties applies to the action(s) for 

which documentation is required: 

• No payment will issue until satisfactory documentation 

received. 

• If documentation not submitted within 2 months of 

deadline in respect of 1st year of participation = 25% 

penalty applied in respect of that action. 

• If documentation not submitted within 2 months of 

deadline in respect of 2nd year of participation = 50% 

penalty applied in respect of that action. 

• If documentation not submitted within 3 months of 

deadline in respect of 2nd year of participation = 75% 

penalty applied in respect of that action. 

• If documentation not submitted within 4 months of 

deadline in respect of 2nd year of participation = 100% 

penalty applied in respect of that action, with possible 

action ineligible for future payment and recoupment of 

monies paid. 

 

Tier 1 Priority access – Registered 

Organic farmer 

 

Where a participant is not a registered 

organic farmer for each year of the 

contract and has no other eligible Tier 1 

Priority actions.  

 

100% penalty on total ACRES payment for one year. 



Scorecards 

*The date the first scorecard is submitted 

or partially submitted to/on GLAM is 

deemed to be the date the first scorecard 

is initiated. All scorecards for a participant 

must be submitted within 14 days of the 

date the first scorecard is initiated and 

before the deadline set by DAFM.  

Only scorecards submitted within 21 days 

of initiating the first scorecard or within 7 

days of the deadline set out by DAFM will 

be eligible for payment in relevant year.  

**Invalid scorecards are those that are 

NOT submitted within seven days of the 

deadline set out by DAFM.  

 

Scorecards for Low Input Grassland 

(LIG), Low Input Peat Grassland (LIPG) 

and scorecards for CP parcels 

declared as rented or leased on a 

participant’s 2022 BPS 

i. All scorecards not fully 

submitted within 14 calendar 

days of initiating* the first 

scorecard.  

 

ii. Late submission of valid** 

scorecards within the 

deadline set out by the 

Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

Scorecards for CP parcels declared as 

owned on a participant’s 2022 BPS 

 

i. All scorecards not fully 

submitted within 14 calendar 

days of initiating* the first 

scorecard.   

 

ii. Late submission of valid** 

scorecards within the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i. 1% penalty will apply to all non-commonage 

results-based payments for each day late or 

part there of up to a maximum of 7 calendar 

days.   

 

ii. 1% penalty will apply to all non-commonage 

results-based payments for each day late or 

part there of up to a maximum of 7 calendar 

days.  

If valid scorecards for LIG, LIPG and CP rented/leased 

results-based land are NOT submitted within 7 days of the 

deadline set by DAFM, the parcels will be deemed 

ineligible for payment in the current year and any future 

years of the ACRES contract. Any previous results-based 

payments made on these lands will be subject to 

recoupment.  

 

 

 

i. 1% penalty will apply to all results-based 

payments for each day late or part there of up 

to a maximum of 7 calendar days.   

 

ii. 1% penalty will apply to all results-based 

payments for each day late or part there of up 

to a maximum of 7 calendar days.  

 

If valid scorecards for owned CP land are NOT submitted 

within 7 days of the deadline set by DAFM, a 20% penalty 
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deadline set out by the 

Department. 

  

will apply to all results-based payments for that year. 

These parcels remain in the ACRES contract. The 20% 

penalty will continue to be applied for each year the parcels 

are not scored and where a valid scorecard is not 

submitted in the allowed timeframe. 

Record Sheets not kept as prescribed. 

 

• A 10% penalty on the total ACRES payment for the 

year of inspection. 

Transfer of contract 

Transfer of ACRES contract without prior 

approval. Refer to section 14 in Scheme 

terms and conditions. 

 

• Where it is found that an ACRES contract is 

transferred without prior approval, review of continued 

participation in the scheme, with a possibility of 

termination of contract and recoupment of monies 

paid. 

Entry to ACRES participant lands 

 

Refusal of entry onto ACRES participant 

lands, including commonage, for the 

purpose of any assessment, evaluation, 

monitoring, or verification, where that 

work is carried out by any person 

appointed by the Department, including 

outside agencies, or the ACRES CP 

Team. 

 

• Review of contract with no further payments 

issuing until entry has been facilitated at a time 

determined by the Department. 

• Failure to allow such access may lead (except in 

cases of force majeure) to loss of payments and/or 

termination from the Scheme. 

 

Note: 

• Where a second breach for the same action occurs then the penalty amount may be 
doubled. 

• The maximum annual penalty cannot exceed the maximum payment amount for the year. 

• Any breaches of conditionality detected on inspection will be cross reported to the Direct 
Payments Unit of the Department and may lead to appropriate penalties on your ACRES, 
BISS and other applicable CAP Scheme payments. 

• Where the participant notifies the Department, prior to Inspection or administrative check, 
of the full or partial withdrawal of an action, no payment for the withdrawn amount will be 
made and there will be a claw-back of monies paid in previous years in accordance with 
Article 7 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 2022/1173. 

 

  


