
Open Call for Promotion of 

Organic in Ireland - Terms and 

Conditions 

  

Introduction 
The Call is aimed at promoting the multi-functional benefits of organics as 
an alternative farming system based primarily on balancing inputs and 
outputs in a 'closed' system.  

Organic farming requires: the consideration and application of production 
methods that do not damage the environment; a more respectful use of the 
countryside; concern for animal welfare and the production of high-quality 
agricultural products. 

Organic agriculture is a farming system which relies on crop rotations, the 
recycling of farm-produced organic materials, that is, crop residues, animal 
manure, legumes, green manure and off-farm organic wastes and on a 
variety of non-chemical methods for the control of pests, diseases and 
weeds. Synthetically compounded fertilisers, pesticides, herbicides, growth 
regulators and livestock feed additives are excluded or severely restricted. 
The products and methods of genetic engineering are also strictly 
prohibited. 

Themes for Proposals 
The theme of submitted proposals should be substantially informed by at 
least one of the following three Axes from the EU Organic Action Plan:- 

Axis 1 - EU citizens increasingly value organic products. Based on the 2020 
Eurobarometer survey on EU agriculture and the CAP, citizens believe that 
organic products are more likely to comply with specific rules on pesticides, 
fertilisers, and antibiotics (82% agreed), are more environmentally friendly 

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/cap-glance/eurobarometer_en


(81%), and are produced with higher respect for animal welfare (80%). 
According to the survey, 56% of citizens recognise the organic logo, up from 
27% in 2017. 
 
Proposal under this Axis should undertake actions to: 
 

• promote organic farming and the EU logo; 
• promote organic canteens and increase the use of green public 

procurement; 
• promote organic school schemes; 
• prevent food fraud and strengthen consumer trust; 
• improve traceability; 
• facilitate the contribution of the private sector. 

Axis 2- Stimulate conversion and reinforce the entire value chain 

In order to increase the area being farmed to organic standards, further 
development is needed along all stages of the supply chain. Adequate 
structures must be put in place to encourage local production and short 
distribution channels, which would enable farmers to benefit fully from the 
added value of organic produce. 
 
Proposals under this Axis should: 
 

• encourage conversion, investments and exchanges of best practices; 
• develop sector analysis to increase market transparency; 
• support the organisation of the food chain; 
• reinforce local and small-value processing and foster short trade 

circuit; 
• improve animal nutrition in accordance with organic rules; 
• reinforce organic aquaculture 

 
 



Axis 3 - Organics leading by example: improving the contribution of organic 
farming to sustainability 
 
Organic farming contributes to the protection of the environment and the 
climate, the long-term fertility of the soil, high levels of biodiversity, a non-
toxic environment and high animal welfare standards. 
Land farmed organically has about 30% more biodiversity than land farmed 
conventionally. Organic farming is, for instance, beneficial to pollinators. 
Organic farmers are not allowed to use chemical pesticides and synthetic 
fertilisers. In addition, the use of GMOs and ionising radiation is prohibited 
and the use of antibiotics is severely restricted. 
However, it is important to explore new and improved ways for organic 
farming to reduce its environmental impact. Proposals under this Axis 
should focus on 
 

• reducing climate and environmental footprint; 
• enhancing genetic biodiversity and increasing yields; 
• developing alternatives to contentious inputs and other plant 

protection products; 
• enhancing animal welfare; 
• making more efficient use of resources 

 

 

 

Terms and Conditions for Proposals 
1. All applications will be evaluated with reference to the marking scheme 

outlined in the application form.  
 

2. Applications will also be assessed in relation to the degree of 
collaboration with other organisations and we would encourage 
groups to work together in the design and delivery of their proposals. 
 

3. As the budget is necessarily limited, applicants are advised to keep 
expenditure to a minimum. Where possible, large projects should be 



split into two or more smaller projects, as part of a project may qualify 
for funding while the full project may not, due to budget limitations or 
duplication/overlap with other projects. Part-funding may also be 
considered. This scheme falls under State Aid in accordance with 
Commission Regulation (EU) 2472/2022 of 14 December 2022 
declaring certain categories of aid in the agricultural and forestry 
sectors and in rural areas compatible with the internal market in 
application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union. 
 
 

4. Delivery of the proposed actions and materials should fall within the 
period July 2023 to November 2024. 
 

5. Aspects of projects that have a “life” after the proposed event and will 
still be useful at a later stage should be highlighted e.g. educational 
tools and other media or material assets. 
 

6. Assets funded under this call for proposals will be owned by the 
Department and may be made available to other entities within the 
Sector. 
 

7. Proposals must not replace actions that are currently taking place 
without State funding or can be considered part of normal business 
practice e.g. advertising, attendance at agricultural shows or other 
marketing actions. Actions must have the potential to benefit the 
sector as a whole and must be additional to what is already being 
undertaken. Any project results must be made available to the public. 
 

8. Proposals will only be supported where these actions would only have 
been undertaken with funding from the Department (the incentive 
effect). Other State aid rules may apply. 
 

9. All grant funding will be subject to the conditions set out in Circular 
13/2014 (Appendix 2) issued by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform (DPER) in relation to the provision of grant 
funding to all bodies. This means that all grants or grant instalments 
will be paid on the basis of vouched expenditure only. No advance 
payment of grants or instalments will be possible and applicants must 
take this into account in proposing projects for funding. 
 



10 The extent to which proposals will be funded will depend on the 
budget available at a given time. Not all proposals that have been 
submitted, evaluated or have exceeded the minimum threshold of 60 
marks will be funded. Confirmation of funding will be formally notified 
in writing. 

11 More than one proposal per applicant can be submitted but the same 
proposal can only be submitted under one theme. 
 

12 Invoices for vouched expenditure must be submitted to the 
Department before close of business 17 November 2024. 
 

13 An Evaluation Plan is to be submitted with each project at application 
stage, clearly setting out the intended inputs, activities, outputs, 
outcomes and impacts of the project. An updated evaluation of the 
outputs of the successful projects, with performance indicators where 
possible, will be required with each request to draw down payment, 
together with an assessment of the likely projected outcomes and 
impacts arising from the project in the long term. However, the 
project evaluations will not affect the provision of funding and are for 
information purposes only, to inform future campaigns and strategy 
development. 

Project Assessment and Selection 

Process 
The marking scheme to be used to evaluate and rank the submissions will 
be as follows: 

Criteria Totals 
marks 
available 

Quality and experience of individuals who will deliver 
proposals; A wide range of skill sets to deliver on actions will 
receive additional marks. 

25 



The extent to which the applicants seek to co-ordinate actions 
with other groups and other initiatives to create a wider 
impact including networking, formal engagement with other 
groups and creation of synergies and partnerships. 

25 

Quality and relevance of actions and projects proposed in 
terms of addressing the requirements for the theme. 

25 

Value for money in terms of achieving the objectives for the 
theme. 

25 

1. Following the evaluation process, proposals will be ranked with 
each proposal being given a “ranking number” (1 being the first 
ranked proposal). Where proposals have received the same marks, 
the cost of each proposal will be used to decide the final placing, 
with the lower costing proposal being place ahead of the proposal 
with a higher cost. Thereafter proposals will be allocated to one of 
four tables, each table representing one of the four themes; within 
these tables, proposals will be listed according to their “ranking 
number”. 

2. Proposals must achieve a minimum of 60 marks before being 
considered for funding but all proposals will be ranked. Depending 
on the available budget not all proposals achieving the minimum 
number of marks (60 marks) will be funded. 
 

3. The formal approval process will begin with approving the top 
ranked proposal under each theme. At this stage where the budget 
does not provide for all four proposals, only those projects that can 
be funded will be selected (according to cost, with lower cost 
proposals being selected ahead of those with a higher cost, 
exclusive of VAT). Thereafter, approval will issue according to the 
ranking number, regardless of the theme. Individual approvals will 
issue up to the available budget amount. Where the available 
budget does not allow for the next approved project in the ranking 
the funding may be offered to the next ranking where the available 
budget is sufficient. 

 
4. The Department may also decide to offer funding which is less 

than the amount sought or turn down one action in the proposal 
but fund another. 



 
5. The approval process will be done in August/September 2023. A 

letter of offer will be made to successful applicants by the 
Department; a letter of acceptance from the applicant will 
constitute agreement of the terms and conditions of this call for 
proposals. 

 
6. Results will be made public. 

Format of Proposals and Application 

Form 
1 An application form including a Detailed Funding Proposal Table together 

with the Evaluation Plan, must be completed for each proposal submitted. 
2 In presenting your project please provide information on your organisation, 

who you represent and your record of involvement in organic promotion. 
3 Consideration should be given to what will be delivered that is not already 

being delivered by other groups or organisations, the added value it will 
bring and how it will benefit the public, forest owners and/or the organic 
sector. 

4 Use of innovative platforms in projects is encouraged including social 
media, educational tools, photography, and interactive material that can be 
used at events. Given the impact of Covid-19, suggestions for overcoming 
the restrictions are also welcome. 

5 A short video or PowerPoint presentation, accompanying the application, 
pitching the main concept of the project, would also be welcome. 

6 Submission of a proposal means that you agree to having details of the 
proposal made public, if successful, i.e. name, organization, location, short 
and long descriptions, funding allocated. 

7 Where proposals have a multi-annual funding dimension the proposal 
should outline the funding being sought for each year and the actions that 
will be delivered for each of these years. 

8 Where actions complement existing promotional activities or the roll-out of 
actions proposed are coordinated with other groups, this must be clearly 
stated in the proposal. The uniqueness of actions should also be highlighted 
where appropriate or where actions from previous years are being 
repeated, a brief description should be given regarding the outcome of 
those previous actions. 

9 The applicant as “Data Controller” in respect of any personal data provided 
by it in its proposal, is required to confirm that all personal data (CV’s for 



example) relating to “Data Subjects” (where “Data Controller” and “Data 
Subject” has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) as 
provided to them (the Applicant) in the course of preparing the proposal 
has the consent of those “Data Subjects” to the processing of such personal 
data by the Applicant and DAFM for the purposes of participating in this 
Call for Proposals or that the applicant otherwise has a legal basis for 
providing such personal data to DAFM for the purposes of its participation 
in this Call for Proposals. 

10 “Data Protection Law” means all applicable national and EU data protection 
laws, regulations and guidelines including but not limited to Regulation (EU) 
2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the 
processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and 
repealing Directive 95/46/EC (the “General Data Protection Regulation”), 
and any guidelines and codes of practice issued by the Office of the Data 
Protection Commissioner or other supervisory authority for data protection 
in Ireland from time to time. See also Appendix 3. 

Apply 
Please return completed application form by email 
to: organicpolicy@agriculture.gov.ie or by post to Organic Policy Division, 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Johnstown Castle Estate, 
Co Wexford by 4th August 2023 

 

mailto:organicpolicy@agriculture.gov.ie

