
Our Living Islands Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: Is this a programme to resettle the offshore islands of Ireland? 

A: No. The aim of this policy is to reverse the trend of depopulation on our offshore islands by 

supporting those communities with an all of Government approach, ensuring that sustainable, 

vibrant communities can continue to live - and thrive - on the offshore islands for many years to 

come. 

 

Q: Is there a scheme that pays me to live on an island? 

A: No. Our Living Islands is a policy, not a scheme, nor does it contain any scheme or proposal that 

involves any payment for individuals or families to relocate to an offshore island. 

 

Q: Can foreign nationals move to one of Irelands offshore islands? 

A: Our Living Islands does not include any proposals or schemes to facilitate immigration or 

resettlement to Ireland’s offshore islands and therefore the residency requirements are the same as 

the rest of Ireland. Information regarding immigration and residency can be found at; 

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/ 

 

Q: How do I apply for a grant if I wish to refurbish a vacant or derelict property on an island? 

A: One of the measures announced by the Government is to provide additional levels of support 

through the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant (funded by the Croí Cónaithe Towns Fund) to 

support those who wish to turn vacant and derelict properties on the islands into long-term homes. 

Under this measure, the existing grant ceilings will be increased up to a maximum of 20% in 

recognition of the additional costs involved in refurbishment on offshore islands (i.e. islands not 

connected to the mainland by road or bridge). In order to qualify for the grant the refurbished 

property must be used as the principal private residence of the applicant or be made available for 

rent, with the a tenancy registered with the Residential Tenancies Board. The terms of the Vacant 

Property Refurbishment Grant are set out at; https://www.gov.ie/en/service/f8f1b-vacant-property-

refurbishment-grant/ 

 

Q: Can the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant be used for the restoration of a derelict island 

home for use as a holiday home or short term rentals/ Airbnb? 

A: No. Please refer to the terms of the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant Scheme (Croí Cónaithe) 

Scheme; gov.ie - Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant (www.gov.ie) 
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Q: Why isn’t Achill or Valentia considered an island under this policy? 

A: In the context of this policy, islands are defined as islands that are cut off daily by the tide, are not 

connected to the mainland by a bridge or causeway, have permanent year round populations and 

are not in private ownership 

 

Q: Do I have to come from the island to get the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant to refurbish 

a property on the island? 

A: No, but if you purchase a property with a view to qualifying for the Vacant Property 

Refurbishment Grant then you must use it as your Private Principal Residence or make it available 

for long term rent with the tenancy registered with the Residential Tenancies Board. 

 

 


