
1. Identify the 
SOURCE of a 
potential threat

2. Identify the PATHWAY 
in which the threat may 
reach the receptor

3. Identify the 
RECEPTOR which 
may be impacted

SOURCE PATHWAY RECEPTOR
Livestock entry 
in creeks + pans
Erosion + 
poaching near 
creeks and pans 
or on slopes
Poaching or bare 
soil
Vehicle damage
Turf cutting

Surface 
overflow
Direct 
contamination

Coastal water
(via creeks + pans)

B2 Water quality assessment in SALTMARSHES

Livestock entry in 
streams
Organic and 
inorganic fertiliser 
applications
Animal faeces and 
urine, particularly 
where gathering 
around feeders etc.
Poaching or bare 
soil
Artificial drains and 
ponds

Leaching into 
groundwater 
or coastal 
water
Surface 
overflow into 
dune slacks

Coastal water
Ground water

1. Identify the 
SOURCE of a 
potential threat

2. Identify the PATHWAY 
in which the threat may 
reach the receptor

3. Identify the 
RECEPTOR which 
may be impacted

SOURCE PATHWAY RECEPTOR

Coastal
grassland
SCORECARD

Before you score
• Determine the best path to assess the 

field. This will often be a ’W’ path but 
make sure to cover all variations in the 
field.

• Identify the best place to cross creeks 
and streams on the aerial map.

When you score
• Select ‘wet’ or ‘dry’ dunes depending 

on which is predominant. Wet dunes 
(dune slacks) are low-lying areas, within 
1m of the groundwater, and often flood 
in the winter.

• Walk the field in the pre-determined 
route (‘W’) and make sure to cover all 
features of the field.

• Consider walking along the coastal 
field boundary to assess the presence 
of streams, exposed sand, dune 
damage or other features.

• Make sure to look for leaves as well as 
flowers as all positive indicators will not 
be flowering at the same time.

Safety + equipment
• Always assess saltmarshes during a low 

tide. If you notice the tide rising, return 
to the starting point immediately.

• Always let someone know where you 
are and that you are working near 
water.

• Always wear waterproof footwear, and 
ideally waterproof clothing, and keep 
your phone in a waterproof case or 
bag.

Dune grassland + machair
Dune grassland and machair are located on sandy 
substrate below a thin soil layer.
Dune grassland and machair are at risk for water 
contamination via leaching through the soil into the 
groundwater or by surface overflow into dune slacks.
Some bare sand in dune grasslands is beneficial for 
wildlife but, excessive amount of bare sand can lead 
to erosion of dunes and grasslands.
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TIP SHEET

Only the grazeable area, i.e. established 
grassland vegetation should be scored for 
positive indicators and vegetation structure.

A1-A6

Tip: Try to locate small 
streams that lead directly 
into coastal waters on the 
aerial map beforehand as 
these can easily be missed.

Saltmarsh
Saltmarshes are marshy 
areas that are the interface 
between freshwater and 
coastal (salt) water known 
as the intertidal zone.
Contains flooding and 
salt-tolerant plant species.
High risk for water 
contamination as pans, 
creeks, and coastline are 
in direct contact with 
coastal water.

B2 Water quality assessment 
in DUNE GRASSLANDS

Tip: Algal growth in 
pans and creeks 
indicate that excess 
nutrients are 
reaching the water.

Overgrazing, poaching and 
damage from vehicles can lead 
to sediment and nutrient surface 
overflow into coastal waters.

A4 Vegetation structure

Poor structure:
>66% short sward

Moderate structure:
>66% dense + tall 
sward

Good structure: 
Balance of short 
+ tall vegetation
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1. Bedstraws & stitchworts
2. Bird’s-foot-trefoil
3. Common stork’s bill (D)
4. Creeping willow (D)
5. Crowberry (D)
6. Eyebrights
7. Heathers/Ling (D)
8. Juniper (D)
9. Kidney vetch
10. Lesser spearwort
11. Lichen spp. (D)
12. Marsh pennywort
13. Mosses (D) + (S)
14. Orache (S)
15. Orchids
16. Parsley water-dropwort (S)
17. Restharrow (D)
18. Scabious (Devil's-bit & Field)
19. Scurvygrass (S)
20. Sea arrowgrass (S)
21. Sea beet (S)
22. Sea lavender (S)
23. Sea-milkwort, milkwort (S)
24. Sea or Buck’s-horn plantain (D) + (S)
25. Sedges
26. Small Rushes (Woodrush Spike rush, Heath rush,
27. Speedwell (D)
28. Spurrey (S)
29. Stonecrops (D)
30. Thrift (S)
31. Tormentil (Common & English)
32. Violets (all), Harebell
33. Water mint (D) + (S)
34. White/purple composites (e.g. Sea aster, Sea 

mayweed, Daisies, Knapweed) (D) + (S)
35. Wild carrot (D)
36. Wild thyme
37. Yellow composites (Cats ears, Hawkweeds, 

Hawkbits & Goats-beard) - not dandelion
38. Yellow rattle (Hay rattle)June 2023 | ACRES Coastal grassland
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A6 Extent of 
bare substrate

B1 Damaging activities

Overgrazed dry dune

Natural blowout in dry dune

Poaching in dry dune

Damage to pan in saltmarsh

Allocation:
(D)= Dune 
grasslands (incl. 
fixed dunes, dune 
slacks and machair)
(S)=saltmarsh

Po
si

tiv
e 

In
di

ca
to

r s
pe

ci
es

Sea rush, Saltmarsh rush)
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