
 

ICBF Methane Capture 

ICBF is not a State body, but it undertakes a number of activities which were previously the 

responsibility of the Department.   

Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) shareholders represent organisations involved in cattle breed 

improvement activities (A.I. Services, Herd Book Societies and Milk Recording Societies) and the main 

farm bodies (IFA and ICMSA).  

The funding provided by this Department is used to assist with the costs associated with the following 

activities, some of which had previously been carried out by this Department: 

▪ Providing genetic evaluations for beef and dairy cattle in Ireland 
▪ Operating and maintaining the ICBF database and animal events recording system, 
▪ Operating the bull performance / progeny test centre at Tully and 
▪ Establishing and supporting the breeding programmes for Irish dairy and beef breeds.  

Tully Co. Kildare is ICBF’s beef bull progeny performance test station. Each year some 500 young 
animals, progeny of former G€N€ IR€LAND or proven AI bulls. Test bulls are purchased from 
breeding farms and tested for numerous efficiencies. The testing involves exposing the animals to 
uniform feeding and housing conditions, with the idea of further establishing the genetic potential of 
particular bulls (namely genetically superior bulls) 

Monies available are subject to the amount allocated in the Budget on an annual basis and are paid 
in arrears on the basis of invoices. 

 


