
        Management Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday 5 March 2018, 10:30 

 

 
Attendance: Secretary General (Fergal Lynch), Bernie McNally, Dermot Ryan, Éimear 

Fisher and Michelle Shannon.  Miriam Kenna reporting.    
 
1. Minutes of  Last Meeting 

 

Due to the recent severe weather conditions and closure of Government offices, it was 
agreed to consider the draft minutes of 26 February at the next MB meeting on 12 March. 
 
2. Brief Updates 

 

BMcN provided updates on (i) National Emergency Co-ordination Group (status red weather 
alert) (ii) Visit by Scottish Minister for Children on 9 March (Anne-Marie Brooks to attend)  
(iii) 2018 Early Years and School Age Capital application window extended by three working 
days and (iv) Child Care Bill (Amendments).  
 
DR provided updates on (i) Miesian Plaza (site visit to be rescheduled) (iii) status red 
weather warning (IT Issues) and (iv) Internal HR(PMDS). 
 
MS provided updates on (i) Tusla (incorrect birth registrations) (ii) Adoption Authority 
(Reeves Donnolly case) (iii) Commission on Mother and Baby Homes (consultation process) 
(iv) Oberstown (effects of adverse weather conditions; Minister to visit 5 March). 
 

EF provided updates on (i) Open Policy Debate  on online safety (ii) Child Care Act Review 
(iii) Tusla Board (short listing for Board Members). 
 
3. Children First Act 2015: Child Safeguarding Statement and Sectoral Implementation Plan 

of  DCYA 

Marie Kennedy joined the meeting for this item. She outlined the background to the draft 
Child Safeguarding Statement (CSS) and draft Sectoral Implementation Plan (SIP), both of 
which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  These had been produced jointly 
between her Unit and Vera McGrath (Internal HR), to meet the requirements of the Children 
First Act 2015.   
 
The key elements and requirements of both documents were considered, and the MB 
approved both of them, subject to minor amendments.  It was agreed that they would be 
submitted to the Minister for approval, with a view to publishing them very shortly.  It was 
noted that the statutory deadline for the CSS is 11 March, and it was proposed to publish 
both documents together on or before that date. 
 
  



4. AOB 

 
It was noted that the Select Committee on Children and Youth Affairs would meet on 
Wednesday 7 March to consider the 2018 Revised Estimates for Public Services – Vote 40.  
 
DR reported that a tender had been selected for a Coaching and Mentoring Plan for 
Departmental staff. 
 
FL noted that the next SMT meeting was scheduled for Friday 9 March.  
 
FL thanked everyone involved in the work arising from the recent severe weather 
conditions. 
 
8. Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting was confirmed for Monday 12 March 2018 at 10:30. 
 


