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ACRES Circular No. 4/2023       27 March 2023 

 

Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) 

 

Amendment to ‘Planting a New Hedgerow’ specification 

 

 

Dear Advisor 

 

The following amendment has been made to the requirements for the action, Planting a 

New Hedgerow.  

 

• Participants will be required to plant at least five plants per metre in a double row 

using species from Table 1 below, by 31 March 2024.  

 

It is no longer a requirement to plant at least three species or to have not more than 85% 

of one species making up the total.  However, in a bid to enhance environmental benefit, 

it is recommended to incorporate a number of species from Table 1 into the new 

hedgerow, where possible.  

 

Table 1. 

Hedgerow species for planting 

 

Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) 

Dog Rose (Rosa canina) 

Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus) 

Hawthorn/Whitethorn (Crataegus monogyna) 

Hazel (Corylus avellana) 

Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 

Spindle (Euonymous europaeus) 

Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus) 
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