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Panda have a significant interest in the bioeconmy, offering services in waste collection and recycling, 
renewable energy production and supply. Panda is the;

 Largest domestic waste collector in Ireland with 210,000 customers.

  the largest commercial waste operator in Ireland with over 20,000, offering a full suite of 
services throughout the country. 

 Largest exporter of dry recyclables with direct Chinese export licence and local presence. 

 Largest Skip collection and processing operator in Ireland.

 Largest producer and exporter of RDF in Ireland.

 Largest producer of SRF in Ireland.

Panda welcome the opportunity to respond to the bioeconomy consultation. Panda support the 
submission of Cre and have responded to the questions below.



Bioeconomy Consultation

1. Does the broad definition outlined adequately encompass the opportunities presented by the 
bioeconomy?   

Yes, the definition broadly encompasses the opportunities presented by the bioeconomy.

2. How can a high-level policy statement on the bioeconony assist in progressing the development 
of the priority value chains identified? 

A high-level policy statement can highlight the benefits and barriers to achieving the value chains a bio 
economy can deliver to the country.

A high-level policy statement will help key actors focus research and collaboration in key areas. The 
statement will help organizations leverage financial support for Research and Development and more 
important steer other Government policies to support the bioeconomy sector development.

The Government’s overall goal should be to develop the use of bio-based alternatives to fossil fuels in 
energy and products as rapidly as possible

3. What lessons can Ireland take from the European approach, including to the Circular Economy?  

Italy for example, banned petrochemical based shopping bags and created a market for biobased bags. 
This is turn allowed the sector market certainty for high end biobased products which initially started out 
with bags and more recently the biorefinery sector is now producing a range of different products which 
are displacing petrochemical based products

4. Given the cross-sector nature of the bioeconomy, how can a national policy statement best 
support development?   

A National policy statement will best support development if it identifies a sectorial hierarchy. A further 
document could identify the steps to be taken with the relevant governing body in that sector and the 
interactions required with other governing bodies in different sectors. The proposed Clean Energy 
Package suggests renewable energy projects should have a one stop shop for the entire permit granting 
process. This body could regulate the integration of the bio economy.

5. Can we identify a common set of principles, including in particular the application of the 
cascading principle, which will assist in the development of both the bioeconomy and circular 
economy?

A common policy that covers all areas of the bioeconomy sector would encourage strong green public
procurement policy. This in turn could support the purchase of bio based products. Reducing VAT for bio-
based and biodegradable products would assist in the develpment of a bioeconomy.

6. How can a national policy statement support local and regional cooperation around the use of 
renewable biological resources? 



A campaign to educate the general public and all stakeholders on the benefits of using renewable 
biological resources could support local and regional cooperation. Unknown and new technologies will 
face planning issues because they are unknown

7. How can waste policy, including an examination of the definition of waste, best support 
developments in the bio and wider circular economy?

Enforcement and complete roll out of brown bins and increasing recycling opportunities can ensure the 
raw materials needed to the develop the bioeconomy reach the stakeholder best placed to utilise these 
bio based materials. 

8. How can we stimulate market demand for bioeconomy products? What is in it for the 
consumer?

Educational campaigns, to highlight benefits to the consumer. A strong green procurement policy has the 
potential to create markets for biobased products. This in turn could create economies of scale and 
cheaper prices of biobased products for consumers

9. What is the most appropriate mechanism to coordinate development and monitor progress?

 A government body made up of relevant members from the respective government departments that 
communicate with stakeholders a number of times a year.

10. Are there any other issues to be addressed through a national policy statement? 

Nothing further to add.
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