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End of Operations Seabed Survey 

1. Introduction 

Application documents were submitted by PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (“PSE”) to the 

Department on 9 November 2022 with additional documentation received on 14 November 

2022, requesting permission to undertake an end of decommissioning operations seabed 

sediment sampling survey in the Kinsale Head (including SW Kinsale), Ballycotton and Seven 

Heads gas fields areas. 

Ireland is a Contracting Party to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment 

of the North-East Atlantic (‘OSPAR Convention').  The objective of the proposed survey is to 

comply with the end of operations monitoring condition of the Permits for the Use and 

Discharge of Added Chemicals (PUDACs) that were granted for various elements of the Kinsale 

Area Decommissioning Project (KADP), consistent with OSPAR Agreement 2017-02 (OSPAR 

Guidelines for Monitoring the Environmental Impact of Offshore Oil and Gas Activities).  The 

end of operations monitoring condition, which states “In line with OSPAR Agreement 17-02, a 

monitoring study must be carried out by the Operator to assess the impact of the operations on 

the seabed. The design of this study must be submitted in advance to the GSRO for its 

approval”, is contained in the PUDACs for the following works, which have been completed: 

• Removal of Kinsale Alpha and Bravo platforms 

• Plugging and Abandonment of Kinsale Head Bravo Platform Wells 

• Plugging and Abandonment of Kinsale Head Alpha Platform Wells 

• Plugging and Abandonment of subsea wells (Ballycotton, South West Kinsale, 

Greensands, Seven Heads) 

• DSV (Phase 1) 2020 subsea infrastructure disconnection and pipeline displacement 

operations 

• DSV (Phase 2) 2021 subsea infrastructure disconnection operations 

• CSV 2021 subsea infrastructure disconnection operations. 
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2. Survey Details 

The proposed seabed sediment sampling programme will involve the acquisition of grab 

samples at 33 locations (Figure 1), with the acquisition of two samples at each location, for 

faunal analysis and sediment particle size and chemical analyses, in order to assess the impact 

of the completed KADP works on the seabed.  The approach to sample collection and analysis 

will be consistent with OSPAR Agreement 2017-02. 

Samples will be acquired at the same locations as the seabed sample stations of the 2017 

environmental survey that was carried out prior to the decommissioning project, allowing 

comparison of results pre and post the decommissioning operations.  Samples will also be 

taken at two additional locations at the former Kinsale Alpha and Bravo platform locations.  A 

drop down camera will also be used at each station to collect seabed imagery. 

It is expected that the survey duration will be 2-3 days. 

3. Conclusion and Recommendation 

The scope and design of the seabed sampling survey is acceptable to the Department and will 

comply with the monitoring condition of the PUDACs that were granted for various elements 

of the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP), consistent with OSPAR Agreement 2017-

02.  The locations of the sampling stations will allow comparison of seabed sample analysis pre 

and post the KADP and an assessment of the impact of the completed decommissioning 

operations on the seabed.  From a technical perspective it is therefore recommended that 

consent be granted to the application by PSE to undertake the end of operations seabed 

survey, subject to the following conditions: 

1. All operations shall be conducted in compliance with the provisions of the Rules and 

Procedures Manual for Offshore Petroleum Exploration and Appraisal Operations 

(PRM).  In particular, the applicant must comply with reporting procedures of the 

RPM. 

2. Daily reporting shall commence from the time the consented operations commence 

and shall continue until the consented operations are completed. 
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3. The Department shall be informed on the commencement and completion of the 

consented operations.  Daily progress reports should be sent to DECC by posting to a 

designated secure website or by emailing to GSRO@decc.gov.ie before noon of each 

day.  PSE is also required to make weekly progress reports available to DECC each 

Thursday afternoon for the duration of the survey.  

4. All final survey reports, including reports of the sample acquisition programme and the 

results of the analysis of the seabed samples, shall be provided to the Department 

within 30 days of the finalisation of the reports. 

 

 

Figure 1: Location of the seabed sediment sample stations 
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