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Letter of Approval to conduct an end of operations seabed survey of the Kinsale Area gas 

fields, comprising the Kinsale Head (including Southwest Kinsale), Ballycotton and Seven 

Heads gas fields to confirm seabed status on various sites following completion of 

decommissioning activities. 

I am directed by the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to refer to 

the application from PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (PSE), received on 9th November 2022 with 

additional documentation received on 14th November 2022, to an end of operations seabed 

survey of the Kinsale Area gas fields, comprising the Kinsale Head (including Southwest 

Kinsale), Ballycotton and Seven Heads gas fields. 

Having considered the application pursuant to; 

a) The Kinsale Head Petroleum Lease (Offshore Petroleum Lease No. 1) and the Seven 

Heads Petroleum Lease, granted under Section 13(1) of the Petroleum and Other 

Minerals Development Act 1960, as amended (‘POMD’) which provides that every 

Lease shall be granted upon such terms and conditions as the Minister thinks fit and 

specifies therein. The Seven Heads Petroleum Lease expired on 12 November 2022.  

The remaining decommissioning operations under the Seven Heads Petroleum Lease 

will be completed under surviving clauses of the Lease; 

b) The end of operations monitoring condition of the Permits for the Use and Discharge 

of Added Chemicals (PUDACs) that were granted for various completed elements of 

the KADP Phase 1 and Phase 2 works; 
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c) The Rules and Procedures Manual for Offshore Petroleum Exploration and Appraisal 

Operations and the Rules and Procedures Manual for Offshore Petroleum Production 

Operations; 

d) The EU Directive 2011/92/EU, as amended by Directive 2014/52EU; 

e) Regulation 42 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 

2011; 

f) Articles 6 and 12 of the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the 

Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora). 

And having regard to inter alia; 

• The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Determination of 10th February 

2023, made by the Environment Assessment Unit (“EAU”) of the Department, which 

concluded that the application by PSE to undertake a programme of seabed sediment 

sampling in 2023 in the Kinsale Head (including South West Kinsale and Ballycotton) 

and Seven Heads Gasfields using grab or equivalent seabed sampling equipment and a 

drop down camera, is not likely to have a significant effect on the environment and, 

consequently, an Environmental Impact Assessment is not required in respect of the 

proposed survey the subject of the PSE application, subject to the implementation of 

the mitigation measures adopted and outlined in Table 1. 

• The Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Determination of 14th February 2023, 

made by the EAU, which has concluded that for the purposes of Regulation 42(1) and 

in accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 

Habitats) Regulations 2011 – 21 (S.I. 477 of 2011, as amended) (Birds and Natural 

Habitats Regulations) that an Appropriate Assessment is not required in respect of 

proposed end of operations seabed surveys, as it can be excluded, on the basis of 

objective scientific information, following screening that the proposed surveys, 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect 

on a European Site. In addition, as set out in the Annex IV Species Assessment 

Determination in the AA Screening Determination, it was also concluded that the 
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assessment of impacts (potential impacts and in combination impacts) on Annex IV 

species, in accordance with Article 12 of the Habitats Directive, which was carried out 

by PSE, is of an acceptable standard, such that the EAU is satisfied that the proposed 

end of operations seabed surveys will not adversely affect the favourable conservation 

status of any Annex IV species that may be present in the investigation area, should 

approval be granted in respect of the PSE application.  

• The advice of the Department’s Technical Experts, together with submissions received 

from prescribed bodies. 

I am directed by the Minister to inform you that having regard to the above the Minister is 

satisfied that it is appropriate to grant the application subject to the applicant’s compliance 

with the conditions listed below, for the following reasons: 

I. As set out in detail in the EIA Screening Determination of 10th February 2023, the 

application by PSE to undertake a programme of seabed sediment sampling in 2023 in 

the Kinsale Head (including South West Kinsale and Ballycotton) and Seven Heads 

Gasfields using grab or equivalent seabed sampling equipment and a drop down 

camera, is not likely to have a significant effect on the environment and, consequently, 

an Environmental Impact Assessment is not required in respect of the proposed survey 

the subject of the PSE application, subject to the implementation of the mitigation 

measures adopted and outlined in Table 1. 

II. As set out in detail in the AA Screening Determination of 14th February 2023, it can be 

concluded, for the purposes of Regulation 42(1) and in accordance with Regulation 

42(7) of the Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations that an Appropriate Assessment is 

not required in respect of proposed end of operations seabed surveys, as it can be 

excluded, on the basis of objective scientific information, following screening that the 

proposed surveys, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have 

a significant effect on a European Site. In addition, as set out in the Annex IV Species 

Assessment Determination in the AA Screening Determination, it was also concluded 

that the assessment of impacts (potential impacts and in combination impacts) on 

Annex IV species, in accordance with Article 12 of the Habitats Directive, which was 
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carried out by PSE, is of an acceptable standard, such that the EAU is satisfied that the 

proposed end of operations seabed surveys will not adversely affect the favourable 

conservation status of any Annex IV species that may be present in the investigation 

area, should approval be granted in respect of the PSE application.  

III. The technical elements of the proposals are acceptable and meet the Department’s 

requirements. It is considered that the scope and design of the seabed sampling 

survey is acceptable to the Department and will comply with the monitoring condition 

of the PUDACs that were granted for various elements of the Kinsale Area 

Decommissioning Project (KADP), consistent with OSPAR Agreement 2017-02.  The 

locations of the sampling stations will allow comparison of seabed sample analysis pre 

and post the KADP and an assessment of the impact of the completed 

decommissioning operations on the seabed.  From a technical perspective it is 

therefore recommended that consent be granted to the application by PSE to 

undertake the end of operations seabed survey, subject to the conditions 1-4, set out 

below.  

 

This consent is subject to the conditions set out below, and is to take effect from the date of 

this letter. Please note that the validity of this decision may be questioned by judicial review 

under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No.15 of 1986), as amended. Any 

application for leave to apply for judicial review must be made promptly and in any event 

within three months from the date of the decision or determination. Practical information on 

Judicial Review can be obtained from the Ground Floor, George's Quay House, 43 Townsend 

Street, Dublin 2 ( www.citizensinformation.ie ) or from the Courts Website (www.courts.ie).  

Kind Regards 

Clare Morgan 

Head of Geoscience Regulation Office 

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/
https://www.courts.ie/
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Conditions of Consent 

1. All operations shall be conducted in compliance with the provisions of the Rules and 

Procedures Manual for Offshore Petroleum Exploration and Appraisal Operations 

(PRM).  In particular, the applicant must comply with reporting procedures of the 

RPM.   

2. Daily reporting shall commence from the time the consented operations commence 

and shall continue until the consented operations are completed. 

3. The Department shall be informed on the commencement and completion of the 

consented operations. Daily progress reports should be sent to the Department by 

posting to a designated secure website or by emailing GSRO@decc.gov.ie. PSE is 

required to make the daily reports available to the Department before noon of each 

day.  PSE is also required to make weekly progress reports available to the Department 

each Thursday afternoon for the duration of the operations.    

4. All final survey reports, including reports of the sample acquisition programme and the 

results of the analysis of the seabed samples, shall be provided to the Department 

within 30 days of the finalisation of the reports. 

5. Compliance with the conditions outlined in the attached Table 1: Mitigation measures 

required to be specified in any Consent that may be granted, following the EAU’s EIA 

Screening Determination. 

6. As the vessel to be used was not known at the time of the application PSE must seek 

approval from the Department prior to commencement of the proposed activities. In 

this event, confirmation will be required that the survey equipment and methodology 

on the vessel(s) are equivalent to that described in the EIA Screening Report (appendix 

1) and the AA Screening Report (appendix 1) and that the description of the 

development used to inform the Environmental Risk Assessment and the Appropriate 

Assessment Screening is still valid. 

  

mailto:GSRO@decc.gov.ie
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Table 1: Mitigation measures required to be specified in any Consent that may be granted 
 

Discipline Mitigation Measure Proposed Industry 
Standard 

Project 
Specific 
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The vessel will display navigational lighting and a 
Marine Notice will be published for the information of 
all local maritime users detailing the works and any 
vessels which may be engaged in said works during the 
survey operation phase.  
The applicant will inform the UKHO detailing the 
location and nature of the proposed works to ensure 
relevant navigation charts and nautical publications are 
updated. Where bathymetry data is produced this shall 
be forwarded to UKHO so as that relevant navigation 
charts can be updated. 

X  
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The vessel used for the survey will meet MARPOL 
requirements (e.g. in relation to Annex I and Annex IV 
on the prevention of pollution by oil and sewage from 
ships respectively, under the Sea Pollution Act 1991 as 
amended). Similarly, the vessel will meet MARPOL 
Annex V requirements. This includes the 
implementation of a Garbage Management Plan (under 
the Sea Pollution Act 1991 as amended and the Sea 
Pollution (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from 
Ships) Regulations 2012 as amended) which details 
specific waste management procedures, documents the 
segregation and safe handling and storage of waste and 
waste reduction measures. 

X  

The vessel will operate to MARPOL requirements for a 
Special Area, requiring oily water separation and 
monitoring prior to discharge. Discharges must be 
15ppm or less, recorded in the Oil Record Book and only 
be made when underway.  
 

X  

The vessel will implement a Shipboard Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (SOPEP) in accordance with guidelines 
issued by the Marine Environment Protection 
Committee of the International Maritime Organisation. 
Kinsale (PSE) will ensure that such plans are in place 
prior to any work taking place as part of standard 
contractor management.  
 

X  
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Discipline Mitigation Measure Proposed Industry 
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Project 
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Should any wrecks and/or archaeological 
material/features be identified during the course of the 
proposed survey works, the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) shall be 
notified by applicant. No survey works with potential to 
physically interact with wrecks or archaeological 
material/features will be permitted to be undertaken 
without prior permission from the DHLGH. 

 X 

G
en
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al

 

Wastes including litter will be retained on the vessel 
and disposed of at a suitable reception facility on return 
to onshore. Kinsale (PSE) will ensure that such plans are 
in place as part of standard contractor management.  
 

X  

Kinsale Energy (PSE) will maintain a dialogue with 
developers associated with recent foreshore licence 
applications within Cork territorial waters, and 
further proposals in relation to the Barryroe field, to 
ensure that activities do not proceed in a manner 
which could lead to cumulative impacts. 
 

 

 X 

The applicant must seek prior Department approval for 
the vessel(s) and survey equipment to be used prior to 
commencement of the proposed activities. In this event 
confirmation will be required that the survey 
equipment and methodology on the vessel(s) are 
equivalent to that described in the EIA/AA Screening 
Reports and that the description of the development 
used to inform the Environmental Risk Assessment is 
still valid. 

 X 


