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Circular 3 of 2023       14th March 2023 

 

Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) 

Withdrawal of an action from an ACRES Contract and possible financial 

consequences. 

 

To ACRES Advisor 

 

ACRES approval letters have now issued in respect of all valid applications submitted 

under Tranche 1 of ACRES. The approval letter outlines the details of the ACRES 

contract between the applicant (now participant) and the Department. ACRES contracts 

are valid for a minimum period of five years and will expire on 31st December 2027. All 

participants have committed to deliver on all approved actions for the full term of the 

ACRES contract.   

 

If an ACRES participant wishes, however, to withdraw an action from their contract, they 

must first clarify the Tierage under which their contract has been awarded. The approval 

letter will show whether the contract has been approved under Tier 1 or a Tier 2 and will 

identify the action that has determined this. 

 

If an applicant has only one Tier 1 Action, they cannot withdraw this action without 

incurring a penalty. Withdrawal of this action will result in a full penalty and payment 

will not be made on any ACRES actions for Year 1 of the contract.  

 

The following scenarios and examples demonstrate the implication for withdrawal of 

action(s): 

 

Example A 

Applicant is approved with one Tier 1 Priority Environmental Asset (PEA) ‘Conservation 

of Rare Breeds’. 

 

Participant withdraws this Tier 1 PEA and consequently will not qualify for any payment 

on their ACRES contract in Year 1. 

 

Example B 

Applicant is approved with two Tier 1 Priority Environmental Assets (PEAs), namely 

‘Conservation of Rare Breeds’ and ‘Breeding Waders’. 

 

If participant withdraws one Tier 1 PEA e.g. ‘Conservation of Rare Breeds’ action, he/she 

will qualify for payment in respect of the ‘Breeding Waders’ action if requirements are 



satisfactorily met. Payments will reflect all actions fulfilled in the contract excluding the 

‘Conservation of Rare Breeds’. 

 

Example C 

Applicant is approved under Tier 2 on the basis of their whole farm stocking rate and 

having selected one of the relevant actions, namely, the Catch Crops action (under which 

a minimum of 6 hectares has to be established). 

 

If participant withdraws this Tier 2 action, he/she will not qualify for any payment in 

respect of his/her ACRES contract in Year 1. 

 

Example D 

Applicant is approved, under Tier 2, on basis of having selected two eligible actions, 

namely ‘Catch Crops’ and ‘Tree Planting’. 

 

If participant withdraws one of these Tier 2 actions e.g. tree planting, he/she will qualify 

for payment for remaining actions once requirements are met. Payments will reflect all 

actions fulfilled in the contract excluding the ‘Tree Planting’ action. 

 

If an applicant has been approved with Tier 3 General Actions, withdrawal of one or 

more actions is allowable and all other qualifying actions will receive payment.   

 

All enquiries in relation to this must be directed to acres@agriculture.gov.ie  
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