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1 Statement of Consistency with the National Marine 
Planning Framework 

1.1 Introduction  

This document provides an overview of the Celtic Site Investigation (SI) Foreshore Licence 

application’s consistency with the National Marine Planning Framework. This document has 

been prepared to accompany a Foreshore Licence application seeking consent to undertake 

marine SI works within the proposed licence boundary to support the Celtic Offshore Wind 

project. 

1.2 Background to the Project  

This application for a foreshore licence is made by ESB Wind Development Limited, a wholly 

owned subsidiary of ESB. ESB is working to develop offshore wind farms in Ireland waters in 

support of national and European targets for renewable electricity generation and de-

carbonisation of our societies. 

The Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP), published in February 2014, 

sets out the Irish Government policy in relation to the sustainable development of Ireland’s 

abundant offshore renewable energy resource. Following a public consultation, an Interim 

Review of the OREDP was published in May 2018 and work on OREDP II has commenced. 

In addition to the actions identified by the OREDP the Irish Government has set a national 

target of 5 GW of installed offshore wind by 2030 in the Climate Action Plan 2021. It is noted 

that, as part of the recent (July 2022) negotiations on the Sectoral Emissions Ceilings, the 

Irish Government have further increased this target to 7 GW. This indicates the strategic 

importance of the offshore wind energy sector in the attainment of national objectives.  

The National Marine Planning Framework (Project Ireland 2040) (NMPF) published by the 

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage in 2021, is a single plan covering all 

marine activities which reflects the need for a coherent strategic vision for marine planning in 

Ireland. It sets out the objectives, policies and supporting actions the Government considers 

necessary to support the effective management of marine activities and more sustainable use 

of the marine resources. 

In support of the above, over the course of 2019 – 2020 ESB undertook an extensive site 

selection process where ESB assessed the marine waters of Republic of Ireland (RoI), in order 

to identify potentially suitable sites for the development of offshore wind farms. That process 

involved preliminary assessments of both environmental and technical aspects of a potential 

development, with consideration of stakeholders and marine users who could be impacted by 

both site investigation (SI) works and the ultimate development (the wind farm itself). 

As an outcome to that process ESB has identified a number of preferred projects which they 

will now seek to take to the next stage in the process; the undertaking of more detailed 

investigations, surveying and consultation in order to assist in making a decision on whether 

a feasible development opportunity exists. One such project is Celtic Offshore Wind, the 

subject of this Foreshore Licence application.  
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1.3 Consistency with NMPF Objectives  

The NMPF Chapter 13: Energy Offshore Renewables sets out the key objectives and 

Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) policies relating to Offshore Renewables. Key 

policies within Chapter 13 which are relevant to this Foreshore application are listed 

below: 

• ORE Policy 1: Proposals that assist the State in meeting the Government’s 

offshore renewable energy targets, including the target of achieving 5GW of 

capacity in offshore wind by 2030 and proposals that maximise the long-term 

shift from use of fossil fuels to renewable electricity energy, in line with 

decarbonisation targets, should be supported. All proposals will be rigorously 

assessed to ensure compliance with environmental standards and seek to 

minimise impacts on the marine environment, marine ecology and other 

maritime users. 

• ORE Policy 11: Where appropriate, proposals that enable the provision of 

emerging renewable energy technologies and associated supply chains will be 

supported. 

The Foreshore licence application will inform the identification of a suitable site for ORE 

development, and therefore will ultimately support the development of projects which will be 

compliant with the NMPF policies on ORE development, in particular the policies ORE1 and 

ORE11 within the NMPF Chapter 13. 

Key relevant NMPF objectives and an assessment of how this Foreshore Licence application 

is consistent with these objectives is provided below: 

• Support the development of ORE in Ireland as a driver to significantly reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and accelerate the move to cleaner energy in line with 

national and EU policy. 

o The Foreshore Licence will facilitate the identification of a sustainable location 

for an ORE Wind development which will significantly reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions through displacement of fossil fuel generated electricity in line with 

National and EU policy.  

• Increase the sustainable ORE use of our extensive marine resource in an efficient and 

co-ordinated manner identifying, where possible, potential for synergies and 

opportunities for multi-use of our shared maritime area. 

o The Foreshore Licence will facilitate the identification of a sustainable location 

for an ORE Wind development. The surveys proposed under the Foreshore 

Licence will increase the knowledge base for the marine location identifying 

areas which will have minimum impact on the environment and other users. 

• Support Ireland’s decarbonisation journey through increased use of ORE while 

delivering significant and sustained benefits, import substitution, fiscal return, national 

and local economic development and technology learning. 

o The Foreshore Licence will facilitate the identification of a sustainable location 

for an ORE Wind development thereby contributing towards a development 

which will enable the decarbonisation of electricity generation and the meeting 
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of the Government’s Climate Action Plan to Tackle Climate Breakdown by 

achieving 5GW of ORE.  

• Support the strategic growth of the ORE industry recognising the potential to derive 

benefits particularly for Ireland’s coastal communities. 

o The Foreshore Licence will underpin the successful identification of a 

sustainable ORE project which in turn will create a demand for an ORE 

industry, thereby supporting strategic growth in this area. 

• Provide enhanced security of energy supply for Ireland in the short and medium term, 

in accordance with the Climate Action Plan. 

o The Foreshore Licence will underpin an ORE development which when 

realised will contribute to enhanced security of supply through the use of an 

indigenous energy source. 

To conclude, the Foreshore Licence application is fully aligned with the key objectives and 

policies of Chapter 13 Offshore Renewable Energy of the NMPF and the works as proposed are 

in the public interest. 

 

 


