
 

 

 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum’s Implementation Working Group (IWG) – Meeting 20. 

Date: 28 September 2022 

Time: 14:00 – 16:00 

Location: Online Meeting. 

  

Purpose: The stated purpose of the IWG is to consider the details and modalities for the policies set out in 
the bTB strategy. 

 

Attendees 

Chair:  

Sean Brady 

 

Chair TB Forum: 

Michael Cronin 

 

Organisations: 

Tomas Bourke, Anna Daly, IFA; Des Morrison, Paul Smyth ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, ICSA; James O’Donnell, ICOS; 

James Lynch, Animal Health Ireland, John Keane, Macra na Feirme, Niall Feery, NPWS; Pat Neville; Coillte; Katie 

O’Dwyer, Veterinary Ireland. 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM): 
Damien Barrett, Conor O’Mahony, Rosanne Greene, James O’Keefe, Andrew Byrne 
 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Karina Wrigley; David Quinn, Donal Mooney, Anthony Stringer. 

 

Apologies:  

Padraic Fogarty; Irish Wildlife Trust, Kevin Twomey, Farmer; David Graham, Animal Health Ireland. 

 

Minutes 

 

Item Minutes 
Introduction by Chair The Chair welcomed all members to the meeting and thanked 

everyone for their time and contribution.  
Minutes of last meeting Minutes of the last meeting were agreed. The Chair listed the action 

points of the last meeting and discussed them.  
Disease Trends The Department provided an update on the current TB situation.  The 

Deer Management Strategy (DMS) had its first meeting on 16 
September. Initially, the DMS will include the Department of 
Agriculture, National Parks and Wildlife Service and Coillte. The 
project is estimated to last 18 months and there will be a 
consultation process in the coming weeks to elicit written 
submissions. The Department said the wildlife resource issue has 
been brought to the attention of the Secretary General.  

Future risk of 
inconclusive animals 

The Department gave a presentation on the future risk of severe 
inconclusive animals following the publication of ‘Can more 



 

 

information be extracted from bovine TB skin test outcomes to 
inform animal risk management? A retrospective observational 
animal level study published in Preventive Veterinary Medicine 
(2022).’ Questions and answers followed.  

Communications The Department gave a short introduction on how to access the ICBF 
website and retrieve information on TB resistant bulls using the 
ICBFs’ traffic light system. 
 
There was an overview of communications since the last IWG 
meeting. 
 
Animal Health Law communications were discussed along with points 
of clarification on the AHL policy, including deferring a test to 
coincide with the selling of cattle. A Farming Body declared that they 
have not had the opportunity or time to discuss or provide input into 
the AHL policy. This was rejected by the Department who said 
discussions have been ongoing through various meetings, including 
the current working group, for the last six months. The Department 
were asked to provide the Farming Bodies with the latest version of 
the AHL policy document for review. Farming Bodies were offered 
the opportunity to provide further comments and observations.  

Any other business The Department provided a brief update and a reminder of the 
discussion had at the last IWG on the oversight of restricted herds. 
 
The Department reminded Farming Bodies that at the last meeting 
they had agreed to provide a per county list of one of their members, 
who would be willing to act as a ‘Wildlife Coordinator’ that 
Department staff could liaise with, and who would provide 
introductions to their local community, in areas where surveys are 
ongoing, for help and to provide information on badger sett 
locations. An email requesting this help was sent last week, so the 
Chair of the IWG requested Farming Bodies to reply with nominees 
before the next IWG meeting. 

Date of next meeting 08 November 2022 at 11 AM 
 

 

Action Points 

1 DAFM to provide a national breakdown of wildlife staffing levels both in terms of DAFM 
and FRS. 

2 DAFM to provide Farming Bodies with the latest version of the AHL policy for review. 

3 Farming Bodies to provide DAFM with the names of Wildlife Coordinators. 

4 DAFM to circulate the presentation re future risk severe inconclusive animals.  

 

 


