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Introduction 
 
The CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027 (CSP) will direct the implementation of CAP expenditure 
in Ireland for the Period 2023-2027. In accordance with Article 106(3) and Article 124 of EU 
Regulation 2021/2115/EC (the Strategic Plan Regulation), each Member State shall set up a 
national committee to monitor the effectiveness of the implementation of the CAP Strategic 
Plan. This Monitoring Committee will be formed between the Competent Authority and 
other partners to examine the implementation of the CSP on at least an annual basis. This 
document has been drawn up by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in its 
role as Managing Authority setting out the rules of procedure within which the Monitoring 
Committee will operate. It covers the following areas: 
 

- Functions of the Monitoring Committee 
- Composition of the Monitoring Committee 
- Governance of the Monitoring Committee 

 
A detailed membership of the Committee will be included as an Annex to these Rules of 
Procedure, and this will be updated as necessary throughout the lifespan of the Committee. 
 

Functions of the Monitoring Committee 
 
The main functions of the Monitoring Committee are set out in Article 124 of EU Regulation 
2021/2115/EC (the Strategic Plan Regulation), 
 
The monitoring committee shall examine in particular: 
 

• Progress in CAP Strategic Plan implementation and in achieving the milestones and 
targets.  

• Any issues that affect the performance of the CAP Strategic Plan and the actions taken 
to address those issues, including progress towards simplification and reduction of 
administrative burden for final beneficiaries. 

• The elements of the ex-ante assessment listed in Article 58(3) of Regulation (EU) 
2021/1060 and the strategy document referred to in Article 59(1) of that Regulation. 

• Progress made in carrying out evaluations, syntheses of evaluations and any follow-
up given to findings. 

• Relevant information related to the performance of the CAP Strategic Plan supplied 
by the national CAP Network. 

• The implementation of communication and visibility actions. 
• Administrative capacity building for public authorities and farmers and other 

beneficiaries, where relevant. 
 
The monitoring committee shall give its opinion on: 
 

• The methodology and criteria used for the selection of operations as described in 
Article 79 in the Strategic Plan Regulation. 

• The annual performance reports. 
• The evaluation plan and amendments thereof. 
• Any proposal by the managing authority for an amendment of the CAP Strategic Plan. 
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Composition of the Monitoring Committee 
 
Member States can decide the composition of their own Monitoring Committees. The 
Committee must ensure a balanced representation of the relevant public authorities and 
intermediate bodies, and representatives of the partners set out in the CSP Regulation. 
These partners include climate, environmental, economic and social partners as well as 
bodies responsible for promotion of social inclusion, fundamental rights, gender equality 
and non-discrimination.  
 
The list of Partners represented on the Monitoring Committee was developed by the 
Managing Authority with consideration given to the necessary partners listed in the 
Strategic Plan Regulation. Consideration was also given to the stakeholders that engaged 
with the consultation process during the development of the CAP Strategic Plan. The final 
draft list was selected and approved by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
The Committee will comprise a balanced representation of the relevant public authorities 
and intermediate bodies and will include representatives of the other essential partners as 
listed in Article 106(3). In line with the gender balance focus of the new CSP, the Monitoring 
Committee will aim to have increased representation by women in its membership.  
 
Each member of the Monitoring Committee shall have a vote. The Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s vote is held by the Committee Chair. Representatives of 
the European Commission shall participate in the work of the monitoring committee in an 
advisory capacity. 
 
The membership of the Monitoring Committee shall be published along with these Rules of 
Procedure on the Government of Ireland website.  
 
The membership of the Monitoring Committee is listed in Annex 1 to these Rules of 
Procedure. 

Governance of the Monitoring Committee 
 
Invitations to participate 
Invitations to participate on the Monitoring Committee will be issued by the Managing 
Authority. The membership of the Committee will be by invitation only.  
 
 
The Chair 
The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, as the Competent Authority, shall 
Chair the Monitoring Committee.  In the event of the nominated Chair being unable to attend 
for all or part of a Monitoring Committee meeting he/she may delegate their responsibility 
to another member of the Committee from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 
 
The Chair will preside over the Monitoring Committee to ensure that its business is 
conducted in an ethical, fair, and diligent manner, in line with the Rules of Procedure. The 
Chair will be responsible for setting agendas for meetings of the Committee. 
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Secretary and support services 
The Secretary of the Monitoring Committee shall be designated by the Chair and shall be an 
official of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  Support services shall be 
provided by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
 
 
Communication 
All communications relating to the business of the Committee shall be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Monitoring Committee. Email address: CAPStrategicPlan@agriculture.gov.ie 
Postal address: CAP Strategic Plan Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, 4 Centre, Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 WK12. Phone no. 01-
6072537. 
 
 
Meetings 
The Monitoring Committee will meet at least once a year and shall review all issues that 
affect the CSP.   This Monitoring Committee will remain in place for the duration of the CSP 
2023-2027. 
 
All business to be transacted shall be specified in the draft agenda, which shall be circulated 
with the notice of the meeting.  Any member may propose an item for inclusion on the draft 
agenda with the approval of the Chair. 
 
From time to time, meetings may take place via Webex or similar video conferencing 
technology according to the needs of the Committee and/or public health advice. 
 
In addition to the members, other officials from the implementing Departments, the 
European Commission or other non-core members may attend and address the Monitoring 
Committee at the discretion of the Chair when specific items on the agenda require their 
presence.  The Chair shall be informed of the names of such officials in advance of the 
meeting by the relevant body concerned. 
 
Meetings will be held in private. 
 
 
Place of Meeting 
The place of the meeting shall be decided by the Chair and notified by the Secretary to 
Committee members. 
 
 
Notice of Meeting 
At least ten working days’ notice of a meeting shall be given by the Secretary.  Every notice 
shall specify the date, time and place of the meeting and the business to be transacted.  
Notice shall be in writing, which shall include an email. 
 
Exceptionally and for urgent reasons, the Chair may reduce the period of notice and may 
authorise notice to be given by telephone, subject to confirmation in writing. 
 
 

mailto:CAPStrategicPlan@agriculture.gov.ie
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Substitution of Members and vacancy 
Where Committee Members are unable to attend a scheduled meeting an alternate from a 
nominating body may participate at meetings in place of a nominated member. Where an 
alternate is representing a member of the Committee, they will carry the normal rights and 
responsibilities of a Committee Member for that session, including voting rights. Where no 
nomination is made, the Committee Member will be considered absent at the scheduled 
meeting. 
 
All changes in membership of a permanent nature shall be notified in writing to the 
Secretary.  
 
Operation of the Monitoring Committee with vacancy/vacancies among its members 
The Monitoring Committee may continue to operate notwithstanding one or more vacancies 
among its members. The Chair of the Committee has the responsibility to determine if a 
quorum is present. A quorum should include representation by at least two-thirds of the 
Committee members. 
 
If membership to the group is accepted then attendance is expected; failure to attend three 
consecutive meetings will result in termination of membership at the discretion of the Chair, 
except in cases of force majeure.  
 
 
Documents 
Documents relating to the business of the meeting will be supplied by the Secretary or a 
member of the Managing Authority with the draft agenda. 
 
 
Decisions/Recommendations 
The Monitoring Committee shall normally reach its decisions by consensus.  In the unlikely 
event of a vote being required in order to reach a decision, each member of the Committee 
will have one vote.  Where there is more than one officially appointed member of an 
organisation, as per the membership list contained in this document in attendance at the 
meeting the organisation will still have one vote.  In the event of a tied vote a final decision 
will rest with the Chair. 
 
Approval of recommendations may be sought, where necessary, by written procedure.  The 
relevant documentation will be provided with at least 10 working days notice. Exceptionally 
and for urgent reason this period may be reduced. 
 
 
Minutes 
The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings.  The minutes shall record the business 
discussed and the decisions of the Monitoring Committee. 
 
Soon after the meeting has taken place, the draft minutes will be circulated to members for 
approval by written procedure. Minutes will also be itemised on the agenda of the next 
meeting of the Committee for any outstanding observations. 
 
A summary of the discussions and action points from the meetings, including minority 
viewpoints raised in the discussion, will be published on the Irish Government website after 
the contents have been agreed by the participants. Notwithstanding this approach, the Irish 
Government as with other public sector bodies, remains subject to Freedom of Information 
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legislation which will apply to all information held about the work of the Monitoring 
Committee. 
 
Data Protection and conflict of interest 
Members should be aware of their obligations relating to data protection, confidentiality, 
and conflict of interest. The Managing Authority shall take appropriate measures to avoid 
potential conflict of interest when involving relevant partners in the preparation of calls for 
proposals or in their assessment.  
 
A member of the Committee may not engage in activities, that could affect his/her 
impartially in exercising his/her functions as a member of the Committee, and must not use 
his/her membership to benefit or privilege for himself/herself or for another person.  
 
Where a member of the Committee has concerns relating to conflict of interest the member 
should notify the Chair through the Secretariat immediately.  
 
If a member of the Committee violates the impartiality principles the Chair through the 
Secretariat shall send a written request to the Head of the respective body to nominate 
another person as Committee member within 20 working days.  
 
For the purposes of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 this Committee will conduct its 
activities in accordance with the criteria set out in the Transparency Code established by the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  
 
These Rules of Procedure, the list of members including the names of the individuals 
representing the member organisations, and the opinions of the monitoring committee shall 
be published on the Government of Ireland website. 
 
 
Adoption of and Changes to the Rules of Procedure  
The Rules of Procedure will be adopted by the Committee. Subject to the principles set out in 
the CAP Strategic Plan, the Monitoring Committee may at any time amend these Rules of 
Procedure.  The ruling of the Chair will determine any disputes in relation to their 
interpretation. 
 
 
Expenses of Group Members 
The Department will not pay costs for attending meetings, therefore Members of the Group 
will need to claim travel and subsistence from their respective parent organisations. 
 

 



 

 

Annex 1: Membership of the Monitoring Committee 
 
Member Organisations 
An Taisce 
Association of Irish Local Government 
Birdwatch Ireland 
Chambers Ireland 
Comhar na nOileain Teo 
County and City Management Association  
Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly 
Enterprise Ireland 
Environmental Pillar 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Health & Safety Authority (Farm Safety Partnership) 
Forest Industries Ireland 
Heritage Council of Ireland 
Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers’ Association 
Irish Cooperative Organisation Society 
Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 
Irish Farmers Association 
Irish Grain Growers Association 
Irish Local Development Network 
Irish Natura and Hill Farmers’ Association 
Irish Organic Association 
Irish Rural Link 
Irish Universities Association 
Macra na Feirme 
National CAP Network 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly 
Organic Trust Ltd 
Southern Regional Assembly 
Teagasc 

 
Government Departments 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 
Department of Rural and Community Development 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
Department of Children 

 
Managing Authority  
CAP Strategic Plan Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

 
Paying Agency 
Finance Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine Divisions 
Agri Environment & on Farm Investment 
Agricultural Environment and Structures 
Agricultural Structures (Locally Led Schemes) 
Animal Welfare Division 
Area Aid/SBPU 
CAP Entitlements & Financial Controls 
Climate Change and Bio Energy Policy 
Direct Payments (Operations) 



 

 

Direct Payments (Operations/Eligibility) 
Economics and Planning Division 
EU/RDP Division 
Food Industry Development 
IMT Schemes 
Integrated Controls Division 
Marine Agencies & Programmes 

Nitrates and  Biodiversity Division 
Organics 
Plant Health and Horticulture 
 
The European Commission also attends meeting of the Monitoring Committee in an 
advisory capacity, pursuant to Article 124 of Regulation [EU] 2021/2115. 
 


