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Navigation Maintenance Dredging 2023-2030 

Statement of Consistency - National Marine Planning Framework 
 
National Marine Planning Framework 
The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) (www.gov.ie/en/publication/60e57-
national-marine-planning-framework/) was published on 30th June 2021 and is the key 
consideration for decision makers on marine authorisations. All applications for activity or 
development in Ireland’s maritime area are considered in terms of their consistency with the 
objectives of the plan.  
 
Section 18 of the NMPF covers ports, shipping and harbours, for which the key objective is to 
‘safeguard the operation of ports as key actors in the economic wellbeing of the State through 
the provision of safe and sustainable maritime transport.’ This section recognises that 
dredging is essential to maintain channels and deepen berths. It also acknowledges that 
dredging and disposal may impact on other uses and activities on a temporary basis. 
 
In relation to maintenance dredging, Policy 7 states that: 
 
‘Proposals for maintenance dredging activity will be supported where: 

• relevant decisions by competent authorities incorporate the outcome of statutory 
environmental assessment processes, as well as necessary compliance assessments 
associated with authorisations, including in relation to the planning process; 

• there will be no significant adverse impact on marine activities or uses or the maritime 
area. 

• Any potential adverse impact will be, in order of preference, avoided, minimised or 
mitigated; 

• dredged waste is managed in accordance with internationally agreed hierarchy of 
waste management options for sea disposal; 

• if disposing of dredged material at sea, existing registered disposal sites are used, in 
preference to new disposal sites; and 

• where they contribute to the policies and objectives of this NMPF.’ 
 
This document sets out how the Port of Cork’s proposed maintenance dredging is compliant 
with the overall objectives of the NMPF and its relevant planning policies 
 
Compliance with NMPF Overall Objectives 
The NMPF overall objectives are set out below 

• Safeguard the operation of ports as key actors in the economic wellbeing of the State 
through the provision of safe and sustainable maritime transport; 

• Facilitate a competitive and effective market for maritime transport services; 
• Sustainable development of the ports sector and full realisation of the National Ports 

Policy with a view to providing adequate capacity to meet present and future demand, 
and to adapt to the consequences of climate change; 

• Ensure that the strategic development requirements of Tier 1 and Tier 2 Ports, ports 
of regional significance, and smaller harbours are appropriately addressed in regional 
and local marine planning policy. 

 
The Port of Cork considers the proposed maintenance dredging application fully complies with 
the NMPF Overall Objectives based on the following facts: 
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The Port of Cork Company is a State-owned commercial company responsible for operating 
and developing the Port of Cork and its associated activities. The Port of Cork is the key 
seaport in the south of Ireland. Due to its favourable location on the south coast of Ireland and 
its modern deepwater facilities, the Port of Cork is ideally positioned for European trading. The 
Port of Cork is designated a Tier 1 Port of National Significance by the Irish National Ports 
Policy. The Port of Cork Company is one of only two ports, the other being Dublin Port, capable 
of handling traffic across all five principal traffic modes (LoLo, RoRo, Break Bulk, Dry Bulk and 
Liquid Bulk). It handles approx. 19% of all seaborne trade in the State and has clear potential 
to lead the development of future port capacity in the medium and long term, when and as 
required. The criteria used by the European Commission are broadly similar to those used in 
identifying the Ports of National Significance (Tier 1). The continued maintenance and 
development of Tier 1 ports is a key objective of the National Ports Policy. The Port of Cork 
continues to be a critical part of the supply chain infrastructure to industries and the public in 
the south of Ireland and has been at the forefront of ensuring the continued delivery of food, 
crude oil, animal feed and other essential commodities during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
The Non-Statutory Environmental Report (NSER) submitted with the maintenance dredging 
application considers the potential environmental impacts on a wide range of receptors, based 
on a multitude of reports, and concludes that there will be no significant effects. Mitigation 
measures are proposed throughout the NSER to reduce potential impacts. The dredging has 
been ongoing in its current form for many decades. 
 
Appendix D of the NSER considers the potential disposal/use options for the maintenance 
dredged material in accordance with the waste hierarchy, and concludes that disposal at sea 
at the existing disposal site, which has been in use for several decades, is the best practicable 
environmental option for the dredged material. 
 
 
Conclusion 
The ongoing maintenance dredging is fully compliant with both the overall objectives of the 
NMPF, and contributes to its policies and objectives. 


