Quarter 2 2019 Progress Report on the National Student
Accommodation Strategy
Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness was published in July 2016 and
laid out an action oriented approach to addressing the national accommodation crisis. Pillar four
of Rebuilding Ireland focussed on the supply of rented accommodation. Actions included the
implementation of affordable renting initiatives as well as encouraging build-to-rent developments
to enhance the supply of student accommodation (among others). The inclusion of student
accommodation was designed to both increase the supply of housing to students and to reduce
dependency on the traditional rental sector.
The National Student Accommodation Strategy was launched in July 2017 by Minister of State for
Higher Education Mary Mitchell O’Connor T.D. and Minster of State for Housing and Urban
Development Damien English T.D.. It was designed to further support the development of purpose
built student accommodation.
Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness set a target of 7,000 additional
purpose built student accommodation bed spaces to be delivered by end 2019. This report
represents a progress update as of end Q2, 2019.

Progress on delivery of Purpose Built Student Accommodation (PBSA)
The year-end 2017 figures showed a total of 15,902 bed spaces either completed or in the planning
and development process. By the end of 2018 this figure had risen to 19,293. The number of
planning applications, applications granted and work on site all continue to increase.
As of the end of Q2, 2019, a total of 6,691 bed spaces have been completed. Further to this, there
are 5,986 bed spaces on site and plans approved for an additional 8,577 bed spaces, representing
a total of 21,254 bed spaces either complete or in the planning process at the end of Q2 2019.

Actual Developments (bed-spaces)
Q4, 2018

End Q1, 2019

End Q2, 2019

Completions since the launch of Rebuilding Ireland in
July 2016

6,348

6,362

6,691

Developments on site

4,432

6,007

5,986

10,780

12,369

12,677

Potential Developments (bed-spaces)
Planning Permission Granted

7,691

6,005

8,577

Planning Permission Applied

822

2,880

203

8,513

8,885

8,780

Rent Predictability Measures for the Student Accommodation Sector
The affordability of accommodation is a vital element in ensuring access to third level education
for all of our students.
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 provides rent predictability for students living
under licence in PBSA, and their parents, by including registered students residing under licence
arrangements in PBSA during term-time, under existing Rent Pressure Zone provisions. The
provisions will come into effect for licenses commencing from the 15th August 2019.
Registered students and licensors may also utilise the dispute resolution facilities provided by the
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB).
In common with the registration requirement for tenancy agreements, both public and private
providers of PBSA will be required to register licenses with the RTB.
Rent Pressure Zones, which regulate rental increases to a maximum of 4% p.a., have a legal basis
under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004-2019. Prior to now, the Act applied to tenancies, subject
to a limited number of exceptions but it did not apply where a dwelling was occupied by a person
under an arrangement which was not a tenancy. A licensing arrangement is typically applied in
many types of student accommodation due to the short-term nature of residency.

Planning and development
Amendments to planning regulations under the Planning and Development (Housing) and
Residential Tenancies Act 2016 were commenced in July 2017. Intended to underpin the
Government’s housing strategy, the Act introduced a new fast-track planning procedure for
strategic housing developments which includes student accommodation projects containing 200
or more bed spaces.
This Act also provides for Higher Education Institutes to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency
for the purposes of the development of PBSA.
As of the end Q2 2019, there are 9 developments which have availed of the fast track planning
procedure. Of these developments, two are currently on-site, and plans have been approved for a
further seven developments. When complete, these developments will represent 3,811 of the total
number of bed spaces being delivered through the National Student Accommodation Strategy.
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