
                                                                                                                                                                       

  

 

CLINICAL SIGNS OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER 

Clinical signs of Classical swine fever 

Acute signs (more likely form to present) 

•Sudden death (+/- preceded by a high temperature) 

•High Temperature (fever) circa 41°C 

•Depressed, recumbent, stop eating, and huddle together 

•Ataxia, paresis, convulsions  

•Respiratory signs such as difficulty breathing and coughing 

•Cyanotic skin haemorrhages (especially at extremities), conjunctivitis 

•Diarrhoea (yellowish tinged) or constipation, occasional vomiting 

•Death usually occurs within 5-25 days after clinical signs develop 

•Mortality depends on the virulence of strain and age of the animal 

•Young animals are more vulnerable than adults  

•Mortality rates up to 100%  

•Abortions, congenital abnormalities 

  

Chronic Signs (associated with less virulent strains of CSF) 

•Dullness, fluctuating appetite, pyrexia, diarrhoea for up to one month 

• Ruffled appearance of pigs 

• Growth retardation 

• Poor reproductive performance may be the only sign in some herds  

• Apparent recovery with relapse and death within about 3 months 

  

Congenital form (depends on virulence of CSF strain and stage of gestation) 

• Foetal death, resorption, mummification, stillbirth 

• Abortion 

• Congenital tremor, weakness 

• Runting and poor growth over a period of weeks/months leading to death  
• Born clinically normal but persistently viraemic with no antibody response: important intermittent 
shedders of virus until dying in 6–12 months (late onset form) 

Mild form (usually older pigs; outcome depends on virulence of CSF strain)  
• Transient fever and inappetence 

 

 

 

• Recovery and (lifelong) immunity 



 

Clinical signs and pathological alterations frequently observed in acute (panel A–E) and chronically (panel 

F) CSF diseased pigs. (A) Bleedings, cyanosis, and necrosis of the ears. (B) Skin bleedings at the hind legs, 

the joints, and the tail. (C) Enlarged and highly haemorrhagic inguinal lymph node. (D) Petechial bleeding of 

the kidney. (E) Severe bronchopneumonia with mucopurulent secretion (secondary infection) and 

haemorrhagic lymph nodes. (F) Wasting of a chronically CSFV‐infected pig (top) compared to a 

convalescent pig (bottom) from the same litter 
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