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16th December, 2022  

 

Housing Circular: 51/2022  

   

To:   Chief Executive/Director of Housing, Donegal County Council   

Chief Executive/Director of Housing, Mayo County Council   

  

Re: Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme - Dwellings Damaged by the Use of 

Defective Concrete Blocks in Construction (Remediation) (Financial Assistance) 

(Amendment) (No.2) Regulations, 2022  (S.I. No. 654 of 2022) 

 

 

Dear Chief Executive,  

 

I am directed by the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Mr. Darragh O’Brien, 

TD to advise you that the Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks in 

Construction (Remediation) (Financial Assistance) (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations, 2022 (S.I. 

No. 654 of 2022) were signed into law on 13 December 2022 with immediate effect.   

 

These Amending Regulations provide for the extension of the period within which applications 
under the current defective concrete blocks (DCB) grant scheme shall have been submitted to 

the Council in order for those applicants to be eligible for the early recoupment of 90% of their 
engineer’s report fees in advance of receipt of a stage 1 confirmation of eligibility from the 

Council, provided that such payment does not exceed €6,300.  The period in question has been 

extended up to the date immediately prior to the date these Amendment Regulations were 
made.  

  

1.  Background   

 

Following on from the Government decision of 30 November 2021 in respect of the enhanced 
Defective Concrete Blocks Grant scheme, the Government approved the Remediation of 
Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks (DCB) Bill 2022 on 21 June and the 
Bill passed through both Houses of the Oireachtas and was subsequently signed into law by the 
President on the 23 July, 2022.  

 
The purpose of the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks 
Act 2022 (‘the 2022 Act’) is to implement and give legislative underpinning to a series of 
measures to improve and enhance the grant scheme as agreed by Government on 30 November 
2021.  

 



 

Work on drafting the necessary Regulations to facilitate the commencement of the 2022 Act and 
the enhanced Grant Scheme is ongoing and those Regulations will provide for all matters within 
the 2022 Act which are to be prescribed including but not limited to the grant rates, damage 
threshold, and the form and content of various reports, certificates, forms, and declarations.  
Upon commencement, the enhanced scheme will open thereafter for applications. 
 

Separate to the enhanced scheme and to the 2022 Act, a number of immediate enhancements 
to the current DCB scheme were also provided in February 2022 by amending the existing 
statutory instrument (S.I. No. 25 of 2020) governing the current grant scheme.  
 
As set out in Circular 12/2022, Minister O’Brien signed the Dwellings Damaged by the Use of 
Defective Concrete Blocks in Construction (Remediation) (Financial Assistance) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2022 (S.I. No. 85 of 2022) on 24 February 2022, which amended the Dwellings 
Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks in Construction (Remediation) (Financial 
Assistance) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 25 of 2020), so as to; 
 

a. make provision, in the case of an application for confirmation of eligibility received before 

the date of the coming into operation of those amendment regulations, for the recoupment 

of 90% of the fees connected with the provision of the engineer’s report without the need 

for a prior stage 1 confirmation of eligibility, provided that such payment does not exceed 
€6,300; 

b. make provision for the inclusion as an allowable cost ‘essential immediate repair works’, up 

to a value of €5,555, which are identified by a competent engineer in a ‘building condition 

assessment report’ and relate to the structural stability of any part of a home affected by 

defective concrete blocks; and 

c. make provision for an increase from 75% to 85% in the value of stage payments which can 

be recouped to an approved applicant prior to the final grant payment. 

 

Provision a. above was valid for households that had lodged applications under the current DCB 

grant scheme that were received prior to the date that the first amending regulations (S.I. No. 

85 of 2022) came into operation, which was 24 February 2022. 

 

 

2. Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks in Construction 

(Remediation) (Financial Assistance) (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations, 2022   

 

S.I. No. 654 of 2022, the subject of this circular letter, has extended the period within which 

households must have lodged an application to the current DCB grant scheme in order to recoup 

90% of their engineer’s report fees in advance of receipt of a stage 1 confirmation of eligibility, 
with that period ending on the date before the date of the signing of these new regulations, 

which were signed on 13 December 2022.  In other words, those householders who lodged an 
application to the current DCB grant scheme either before 24 February 2022 (in accordance with 

S.I. No. 85 of 2022), or between 24 February 2022 and 12 December 2022 may now seek the 



 

recoupment of 90% of the cost of their engineer’s report fees associated with the preparation 

of an I.S. 465 report without the requirement for Stage 1 approval from the Council, as per the 
requirements in the Regulations, provided that such payment does not exceed €6,300. 
 

 

3. Guidance  
 

A short guidance note in relation to the implementation of these changes is set out in Appendix 

1, and a copy of S.I. No. 654 of 2022 is attached in Appendix 2. 

 

The Minister and the Department acknowledges the ongoing work of staff from both Donegal 

County Council and Mayo County Council in implementing the current Defective Concrete Blocks 
Grant Scheme to date.  Your further co-operation in the roll out of this immediate enhancement 

to the current scheme is therefore requested.   

 

The Department will be available to assist in any way possible so please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any specific queries.  The Department’s contacts for this scheme are Neill 

Dalton, A.P., and Kate Carmody, H.E.O. and any queries should be sent to 

defectiveconcreteblocks@housing.gov.ie. 

 
 

Yours Sincerely, 
 

 

___________________ 

Eamonn Kelly 

Principal Officer, LA Stock Improvement & DCB Grant Scheme 
Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage 
 

Encl.:  

Appendix 1: Guidance on Changes  

Appendix 2: New Amendment Regulations – S.I. No. 654 of 2022 

 


