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Welcome to Forest Health News. Here you will find the latest news relating to forest and tree health issues and developments 
internationally at European level and nationally in order to create awareness and provide stakeholders with the very latest 
information. Here we make use of international and national information and expertise including the Department’s own Pest 
Risk Analysis team.  

OUTBREAKS & RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Finding of Ips cembrae in Scotland  

Scottish Forestry has reported that a small number of Ips cembrae beetles have been intercepted in pheromone lure traps in 
the west of Scotland conifer bark beetle Pest Free Area. As a result, a temporary cessation has been put on the movement of 
larch, including to the island of Ireland from the Pest Free Area. No evidence of breeding populations has been found during 
surveys of the surrounding area. The suspension of the movement of roundwood of larch does not affect the trade involving 
the export of roundwood logs from Ireland into the UK nor does it affect the import of spruce logs from the Scottish PFA.  To 
read more see our technical note available here: Link 

Ips cembrae Information note 

Ips cembrae, known as the large larch bark beetle, is a pest 

of mainly larch trees that is native to much of mainland 

Europe. Ips cembrae is considered a secondary forest pest, 

breeding in logs, wind- blown stems and dying trees. Ips 

cembrae has been introduced into areas where Larix spp. 

are planted (mainland UK, Netherlands, Sweden), and to 

date has behaved there in the same way as in its natural 

range.  The beetle typically breeds in freshly-cut logs, 

windthrown stems or storm damaged or dying trees, but it 

sometimes attacks standing live trees subject to localized 

stress, such as drought.  Ips cembrae may occasionally 

breed in species of the genera Pinus and Picea, but only 

when larch hosts are limited in availability, and never as 

primary pests (EPPO). Ireland has protected zone status in 

respect to this pest. For more information, see the DAFM 

Plant Pest Factsheet on Ips cembrae available at: Link 

Ips cembra damage: Photo: Landesforstpräsidium Sachsen , Bugwood.org 

• Thaumetopoea processionea: An outbreak of OPM 

(oak precessionary moth) and first record of OPM 

for Jersey was recently reported. Link 

• Cryphonectria parasitica: First findings of sweet 

chestnut blight for both Jersey and Guernsey were 

recently reported. Link 

• Aromia bungii: In an update on the situation of Aro-

mia bungii in Italy, a first finding on host Prunus 

laurocerasus (Cherry laurel) trees was reported. Link 

Ips cembrae. Photo: Stanislaw Kinelski, Bugwood.org 

Others 

https://assets.gov.ie/236875/a2054357-36a4-4186-8646-1d5054ea6417.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/237264/51d6d1ea-33ae-4ae5-923d-4f960ea9d842.pdf
https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/united-kingdom/pestreports/2022/10/thaumetopoea-processionea-on-jersey/
https://gd.eppo.int/reporting/article-7448
https://gd.eppo.int/reporting/article-7441
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

Mid-Term Report on the Plant Health and Biosecurity Strategy 2020-2025 

 
 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine launched the Mid-Term Re-
port on the Plant Health and Biosecurity Strategy 2020-2025. The Chief Plant 
Health Officer for Ireland, Louise Byrne, thanked all stakeholders for their engage-
ment and contribution to implementing the recommendations across the three 
pillars of the strategy. 
The Plant Health and Biosecurity Strategy 2020-2025 sets out the importance of 
plant health and biosecurity for Ireland, and aims to ensure that all stakeholders 
are aware of the risks to plant health, and of their role and responsibilities to re-
duce that risk. The Strategy seeks to minimise the threat posed to plants by the 
potential introduction and establishment of plant pests and diseases. The Mid-
Term Report provides an assessment of progress across the 18 recommendations 
in the Strategy. A key deliverable under this strategy was the establishment of a 
Pest Risk Analysis Unit within the department. This now established Unit continu-
ously monitors information sources for emerging plant pest threats and conducts 
risk assessments on those pests deemed most important to Ireland. Other key 
achievements to date include the investment in and upgrade of facilities at Bor-
der Control Posts, the expansion of plant pest surveillance capability, and a range 
of awareness raising and education initiatives to support stakeholders in both 
meeting their legislative requirements and proactively protecting plant health. 

Addressing the launch of the Mid-term Report, Diarmuid Gavin FAO Goodwill Ambassador for Ireland for Plant 
Health, highlighted the role the general public played in the interception of Oak Processionary Moth in a public park 
in Dublin and said: 
“Protecting plant health and Ireland’s favourable plant health status requires a collaborative effort by all stakehold-
ers including every citizen.  

The report is available for download here: Link 

Louise Byrne, Chief Plant Health Officer for Ireland, Diarmuid Gavin, FAO Goodwill Ambassador for Ireland, and Dr. 

Deirdre Fay, Senior Inspector DAFM, at the launch of the mid-term report.  

https://assets.gov.ie/241872/983f5b6e-3152-46d4-869e-d65a8e4d00d1.pdf
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DAFM Plant Pest Risk Register Factsheets 

The Department’s Pest Risk Analysis Unit (PRAU) in Plant Science Division continuously un-
dertakes horizon scanning activities to identify emerging novel plant pest threats to Irish 
biosecurity. Novel pest threats can include: newly identified pest species from around the 
world, known pests increasing their host plant range (i.e. infesting new plant species) and 
pests increasing their distribution ranges (i.e. invading new geographical territories). 

Identified pest threats are subjected to a Pest Risk Assessment (PRA) process conducted to 
determine the potential level of threat posed to Irish biosecurity. PRAs are reviewed by ex-
perts from several DAFM divisions with roles in plant health (including the Forestry Inspec-
torate, Horticulture and Plant Health Division and Plant Science Division). A key part of the 
PRA process is to provide science-based advice to risk managers who develop legislative 
measures to mitigate the likelihood of a pest’s introduction and establishment in Ireland. 

The Department’s PRA Unit have begun publishing summary factsheets on a range of plant 

pests including EU priority pests; Irish protected zone pests; pests evaluated by the PRAU 

and newly arrived pest species. The purpose of the factsheets is to provide readers with a 

clear understanding of the pest’s appearance and symptoms of infestation on host plants. 

An overview of the pest’s characteristics and biology is also provided to inform readers’ un-

derstanding of these species. To date 17 factsheets have been published.  

These are available on the gov.ie website: gov.ie - Pest Risk Analysis Unit – Plant Pest Risk Register Factsheets (www.gov.ie)  

Fuelwood requirements – Notification & Plant Passports  

 

  

Requirements 

S.I. 310 of 2021 sets out that importers of fuel wood must notify the Min-

ister in writing as soon as practicable and no later than 48 hours after 

arrival into the State of any fuel wood from EU member states.  

 

Suppliers of fuel wood of any conifer (Pinales) species that is not bark 

free, Castanea species that is not bark free, and fuel wood in general of 

Platanus, Juglans and Pterocarya species must register with the Depart-

ment. Retail outlets and internet traders supplying fuel wood are includ-

ed in the requirement to register.  

 

Producers of coniferous wood fuel which is not bark-free are required in 

addition to registration to also become authorised by the Department to 

issue Plant Passports. Trade Units of coniferous wood fuel moving within 

Ireland or into the country from another EU Member State must have a 

valid Plant Passport attached incorporating inter alia the supplier’s 

unique registration number and traceability code.  

 

Further information on Registration and Authorisation to issue Plant Pass-

ports is available at gov.ie - Forest Health (www.gov.ie). Please forward 

queries on the above to: fuelwood@agriculture.gov.ie 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7b101-pest-risk-analysis-unit-plant-pest-risk-register-factsheets/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a8885-forest-health/
mailto:fuelwood@agriculture.gov.ie
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Requirements 

Reminder: Notification requirements for movement of certain forestry plants and plant products into 
Ireland from other Member States  

In order to help to maintain and further strengthen Ireland’s favorable plant health status, additional notification require-
ments were introduced under S.I. 310 of 2021 to enable the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine to organise offi-
cial controls on certain plants and wood products to prevent the spread of destructive plant pests. If any of the plants for 
planting or wood products listed below are delivered to you from another Member State, you must notify the Minister in 
writing as soon as practicable and no later than 48 hours after arrival into the State. The listed plants and plant products are 
potential host species of certain regulated pests.  

Forestry plants 

Oak, pine, sweet chestnut, cherry, hawthorn, Malus and Sorbus 

Plant products 

Cut Christmas trees (Pinopsida) over 3m in height 

Wood of conifers (Pinopsida) that is not bark free (except sawn wood that has been kiln 

dried to below 20% moisture content and where the wood or its wrapping has been 

marked KD or kiln-dried) 

Isolated bark of conifers (Pinopsida) 

Fuel wood 

Notification of arrival of the forestry plants or plant products listed below should be sent by email to  

forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie and must include the following particulars in respect of each consignment:  

(a) the date of the plant or plant product’s arrival into the State;  

(b) the destination of the plant or plant product;  

(c) the genus, species and quantity of the plant or plant product;  

(d) the identification number of the supplier of the plant or plant product; and  

(e) the Member State from which the plant or plant product has been delivered.  

Please note that “fuel wood” includes firewood, kindling and wood chip and excludes wood pellets and other man-made 
fuel wood. Following recent changes to the Plant Health Regulation, the order of “wood of conifers” and cut Christmas 
trees referred to is “Pinopsida”. The term “Pinales” is no longer used. 

These requirements are separate to the notification arrangements for the importation of plants and plant products from 

Third Countries. Imports from outside of the European Union continues to be notified via TRACES. Movements from 

Northern Ireland are not affected by these changes. If you have any queries in relation to the new requirements please 

contact forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie or phone (01) 607 2651.  

For full details of the requirements see Trader Notice 10 of 2021 

mailto:forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie
https://assets.gov.ie/152660/43275f95-cb75-4a1f-bcf8-106468e27f6c.pdf

