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User Help
Arup Report guidelines to formatting

Please take some time to read through the following help notes which will help you to format this report in the branded Arup house style.  These notes are written for both Arup and external users who should ignore OvaWord references in purple.

Switch on hidden formatting
The Arup report contains complex formatting such as margins, headers, footers, etc. which are hidden in Section Breaks.  It’s important to be aware of Section Breaks within this report so you can avoid deleting them! 

Section breaks can be made visible by clicking Show/Hide button (via Home tab, Paragraph group) or changing to Draft via View tab.
/

In OvaWord reports the Quick Access toolbar (QAT), above the ribbon, contains time-saving buttons to perform various tasks or provide further sections such as appendices, dividers or landscape. Place cursor over any button to display an explanatory tip.  

/

The complete list of QAT options are shown below.

Report QAT buttons 
�Shortcut keys
�Description
�
�/
�
�Complete list of Report Styles. Style shown in box is selected at cursor position

�
�/
�Ctrl+Shft+B
�Online Report Help/Tutorial. With access to the latest report user guides, tips and troubleshooting.

�
�/
�
�QuickEdit. Updates all fields on front cover and throughout the document.

�
�/
�
�Update Revision mark on front cover, footers and add a new revision record to the Document Verification sheet. 
- Issue removes draft watermark

�
�/
�Ctrl+Shft+E
�Modify Contents to update what is shown on the Contents page. For instance:
Insert an automatic table of contents for tables, figures, etc.
Insert unnumbered headings

�
�/
�Ctrl+Shft+O
�Switch Orientation of current page; either landscape or portrait. Also fixes header/footer which does not fit the page

�
�/
�
�Insert Appendix/Divider cover page and updates the Contents page with automatic table of contents. Appendix options to show with or without cover page or as text page only

�
�/
�Ctrl+Shft+X
�Options to Insert Image or Summary (shaded box for text)  or Image with text
�
�/
�Ctrl+Shft+W
�Change Colours to an alternative Arup colour. This will change the heading and Report Title colours.

�
�/
�
�FIX.  Converts report to latest brand format and fixes any bad formatting such as missing headers/footers, page numbers, etc.
�
�/
�
�Remove Draft Watermark.
Removes draft watermark from the entire report (as duplicated in all sections)

�
�/
�
�Various Print Options:
Print double-sided or single-sided
Print as PDF using Word’s PDFMaker
Print Comments and/or Hidden Text (for Specs)
Print set of pages such as without DV sheet, current page, etc.

�
�/
�Ctrl+Shft+Y
�Alternative Styles. For changing the format of headings to an alternative style. For instance, numbered paragraphs (1.1, 1.1.1, etc.) without headings, legal style para numbering, etc.
. 
�
�/
�
�Insert Quick Tables.  A choice of pre-formatted Arup Report table formats with captions above

�
�/
�
�House style button. Reset styles to default Arup house format.  If headings, numbering is incorrect 
�
�


Front Cover (and Title Block)

The client, job title, report title, etc. when updated on the front cover will be automatically reflected on all pages headers and footers. 

Warning! If Client's Name, Project Title & Report Title exceed 7 lines in total the  Revision & Date will not display. 

Print and bind with card cover and cut out window condense the title text to fit within 7 lines.  As you remove the extra lines the revision and date should come into view! 

Print and bind with transparent cover or PDF, remove the exact table row height. Highlight the outer second blank row, right click and select Table Properties | Row and un-tick Specify height. 
/
For best print quality select File | Export | Create XPS\PDF or OvaWord | QAT | Print Options | Create PDF.

/

Customised report (and client logo) 

Include any client logo in the empty cell to the left of the Arup logo (specified exclusion zone between).

If you require a customised report with special formatting for a particular project, email GlobalApps.Feedback@arup.com for advice.



OvaWord Document Verification (DV)

The Arup standard is to issue the DV sheet with documents sent to the client.  The DV is a historical record and should be filled in MANUALLY or alternatively select QAT Revision button to automatically insert a new revision.

Tip! To remove or insert a blank DV sheet press shortcut keys Ctrl+Shift+D.

IMPORTANT: If you MANUALLY add a new revision and date on the DV sheet these will not be shown elsewhere, e.g. footers.  To update the revision and date throughout the entire document update on the front cover or via QAT Update Revision.

Contents Page
The Contents page contains an automatic table of contents for report headings and can include automatic list of tables, figures, list of appendices, etc. See QAT Modify Contents below.

To update all automatic references throughout the document such as the table of contents, cross references, caption numbers, etc.press shortcut keys Ctrl+A and F9. 

Important: Do not delete the headings for 'References', 'Tables', 'Figures', etc.  shown below even if not used.  These are 'hidden' until required by QAT options Modify Contents and Insert Appendix/Divider to create automatic lists of tables, figures, etc.  As mentioned below.

Modify Contents
OvaWord | QAT 'Modify Contents' (highlighted below) can be used to change what is shown on the Contents page, i.e. report and appendix headings. Also including automatic list of captions e.g. Tables, Figures, Drawings, Pictures, etc. (when using Word's ‘Insert Caption’ mentioned below).
/
/


Text Chapter and Styles
Special Arup report custom styles have been created and pre-formatted to conform to the Arup brand. 

It’s important to select the correct Arup Report styles for headings, bullets (Report List 1)  and text (Report Text) to maintain a consistent presentation and brand format.  

The following report styles are available for selection from the Styles window or Styles Gallery (on the Home ribbon). To format tables correctly see Table Styles below.  Alternatively, select the style shortcut keys mentioned below.  
/

Note: When headings have styles applied they will be displayed in the 'Navigation Pane' and available as PDF 'Bookmarks'.

OvaWord Report Styles & Shortcuts
Ctrl+1, Ctrl+2, etc.	- Report/Spec Heading
Ctrl+Shft+1, etc.	- No number Report Heading
Alt+1, Alt+2, etc. 	- Appendix Heading
Alt+Shft+1, etc.		- No number Appendix Heading
Ctrl+Shft+P 		- Body Text
Ctrl+Shft+L 		- Open Bulleted List
Ctrl+Shft+K 		- Closed Bulleted List
Ctrl+Shft+U 		- Open Numbered List
Ctrl+Shft+S 		- Closed List (no bullets)
Ctrl+Shft+T 		- Closed Table Text
Ctrl+Shft+I 		- Visible Image
Ctrl+Shft+R 		- Reference

OvaWord Report QAT Toolbar Shortcuts 
Ctrl+Shft+A – Insert Appendix or Divider
Ctrl+Shft+C – Change No. of Columns (only available in landscape reports)
Ctrl+Shft+D – Insert or Remove DV sheet(s)
Ctrl+Shft+E – Change Contents levels
Ctrl+Shft+W – Change headings colour
Ctrl+Shft+Y – Alternative heading styles
Ctrl+Shft+O – Switch page orientation (correcting header & footer widths)

Insert Captions
Utilise MS Word feature Insert Caption to create automatic numbered captions for tables, figures, etc which can be listed on the Contents page via 'Modify Contents' (as described above). Create automatic captions as follows:
 /
1.  Highlight the table, figure, etc. and select References | Insert Caption
2.  If necessary change the Label type drop-down, e.g. Table, Figure, etc. 
3.  From Position drop-down select Above 
4.  Add caption text to either the Caption field or within the document. 

A caption label will be inserted with an automatic number. To include chapter numbering see the 'Report captions guide'. Paste the following link into a browser: �https://arup.sharepoint.com/sites/essentials-corporate-services/information-technology/Documents/ReportTableCaptions.pdf

Table Styles 
Word’s Table Style unlike a text style determines the structure of the table such as border, shading (and font).  Not found in the usual Styles window or gallery but instead in the Table Tools ‘Design’ tab (far right hand side of ribbon) as shown in screenshot below.

New tables are pre-formatted using the correct table style ‘Report Table’ but you will also have to apply the text style ‘Report Table Text’ (as tables take on the style at the cursor position). 

When copying tables from other documents you may need to update existing tables with the correct Arup house style format. If necessary update existing tables (press Ctrl+G to search) with the correct Arup house style format as follows: 

Place cursor in the table and click Table Tools ‘Design’ tab (as shown below) to view the Custom 'Report Table' (grey shaded header)
If 'Report Table' is not shown (or to clear any unwanted formatting), highlight table, scroll to the top of Styles window and select Clear All 
Click Table Styles drop-down list (bottom right) and scroll to the top of the list to select one of the 'Custom' Arup tables, e.g. Report Table (grey shaded header)
Now set 'Repeat Header Rows' via Table Tools 'Layout'
Finally, highlight the text within and re-apply the text style Report Table Text.
/

Tip! If the table extends beyond the margins, select AutoFit Window via Table Tools Layout tab | AutoFit. 


Insert pre-formatted tables
A set of special pre-formatted tables for Arup Reports are available for selection from QAT ‘Quick Tables’.  So there’s no need to adjust the format of a new table as the hard work has already been done! 

On selection of ‘Quick Tables’, on the QAT, scroll down to see the complete list of Arup Report Tables (shown below). 
/ 

Paste and Convert Text
The following describes how to convert text from an existing document and paste into an Arup report.  Also best practise when copying and pasting in order to retain the customised Styles and removing superfluous formatting.

Switch on Show formatting (via Home tab, Paragraph group) so you can easily see section breaks or switch to Draft view via ‘View’ tab
Copy chapter by chapter being sure not to include any section breaks holding formatting such as headers and footers, margins, etc.  
Paste using Word's Paste Option 'Keep text only' option to remove superfluous formatting; or�Select OvaWord’s Paste using correct BRAND FORMAT option via Paste Convert | Other/Functions.  �/
Now check the pasted text is formatted with the correct Report styles and if necessary reselect from the Style window.  Note. OvaWord Paste option also copies Report styles in use and removes superfluous styles and manual formatting.  
 a.    You may need to re-apply the correct Arup Report styles, e.g. bullets may become text. In this example select the correct report bullet style 'Report List 1' to align the bullet directly underneath text.
Instead, after selecting Word’s paste options you can quickly replace styles as follows: 
a.	    Scroll to the style you wish to replace, e.g. Heading 1, and RIGHT click and Select All X instances (as highlighted below).  All instances will be highlighted in the document. �/
b.	    Now carefully LEFT click and, for instance, select report heading style, e.g. Report Level 1. All instances of the style which were highlighted should be replaced with the correct style. 

This guide can also be found on Essentials:
https://arup.sharepoint.com/sites/essentials-corporate-services/information-technology/Pages/arup-report-tutorial-and-help.aspx 

OvaWord/Word tips and troubleshooting:
https://arup.sharepoint.com/sites/search/pages/results.aspx?k=Tags%3A%20IT%20Tips%20AND%20OvaWord (paste into a browser)



Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project

Introduction

SR
Hartley
Anderson ARUP




Kinsale Energy Limited Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

1 Introduction

On 11"™ April 2022 the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications
(DECC) wrote to PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (KEL) requesting further
information on its application to decommission certain of the Kinsale Head/
Ballycotton gas field facilities and the application by PSE Seven Heads Limited
for the decommissioning of certain of the Seven Heads gas field facilities.

KEL has considered the points raised in the DECC letter and encloses herein a
detailed response to this request for further information.

REP_RFI | Issue 1| 22 April 2022 | Arup Page 2

C:USERS\BRONAGH.MAGUIRE\DESKTOP\RESPONSE TO RFI 210422 (002).DOCX



Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project

EIAR Addendum No. 3

Q)
= Hartley

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT & SCIENCE




Kinsale Energy Limited

Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

2 EIAR Addendum No. 3

2.1 DECC Query:

Reasoning and justification for the screening out of certain effects on receptors
(light, heat and electromagnetic radiation) — it should be confirmed that no
substantial heat emissions or electromagnetic radiation (or sufficient emissions to
result in significant effects) is expected from the proposed works in the project
description section, and to clarify that associated effects are therefore screened out

of assessment.

2.1.1 Response:

The effects of light were considered in the EIAR (Table 6.2, pages 156, 157, 162,
164, 167) and were screened out for further assessment on the basis that
incremental lighting would be temporary and not add significantly to existing
lighting levels. This source of effect was assessed further in Appendix D of the
EIAR, for example, page D.3, which provides the justification for it not being
taken forward into the main assessment of the EIAR.

There are no sources of heat or electromagnetic radiation resulting from the
proposed activities which are considered to result in a potential source of
significant effect for relevant receptors in the Kinsale area. Consequently these
were not considered in the EIAR or subsequent addenda.

2.2 DECC Query:

Competency of experts responsible for the preparation of the EIAR Addendum
No. 3 — a list of contributors / experts who have prepared EIAR Addendum No. 3
should be provided, in line with those prepared for the EIAR and Addenda No. 1

and No. 2.

2.2.1 Response

This EIAR addendum was prepared by a team of competent experts on behalf of
Kinsale Energy, which are tabulated below, and are a subset of those involved in
the preparation of the EIAR.

Dr JP Hartley

BSc (Hons)
Zoology with
Marine Zoology,
PhD

Dr JP Hartley is a marine environmental consultant
scientist with over 35 years of environmental
assessment (EIA, SEA, HRA), applied marine
research and environmental management
experience in Ireland, the UK and internationally.
He is technical Director of the independent
environmental consultancy Hartley Anderson Ltd,
which he co-founded. He is joint project director for
the UK Offshore Energy Strategic Environmental

All Sections, in
particular 4-6.
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Kinsale Energy Limited

Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

Assessment programme from 1999 to date. He is a
regular contributor to university Masters
programmes. He has served on a range of marine
scientific research and management steering
groups for Renewables, Aggregate, Climate
Change and Environmental Monitoring.

Dr DM
Borthwick

MA (Hons)
Geography,
PhD

Dr DM Borthwick has over ten years of experience
in environmental assessment for offshore energy
involving work at the strategic (SEA) and project
(EIA) levels, including screening and Appropriate
Assessment under the Habitats Directive. He has
led or participated in Environmental Impact
Assessments for offshore projects (oil and gas and
carbon dioxide transport and storage) in the North
Sea. He has technical expertise in geology,
substrates and coastal processes, seascape,
marine archaeology and climate, Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) marine spatial data and
analysis.

All Sections, in
particular 1-3.

Mr KM Carey

BSc Zoology,
MSc Applied
Geospatial
Information
Systems

KM Carey has five years Geographic Information
System (GIS) applied experience in map production
and data management for a range of marine
environmental assessments, including national
scale SEA and project specific EIA and permit
applications.

All document
maps/figures
and support to
colleagues
with spatial
inputs

2.3 DECC Query:

Non-Technical Summary (NTS) not provided — an NTS to reflect EIAR
Addendum No. 3, in line with the NTS’s prepared for the EIAR and Addenda No.

1 and No. 2 should be provided

2.3.1

See below.

Non-Technical Summary

Response

Introduction and background

PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (Kinsale Energy) is progressing the
decommissioning of the Kinsale area gas fields and facilities (incorporating the
Kinsale Head gas fields and facilities and the Seven Heads gas field and
facilities), which have come to the end of their productive life; gas production
from the wells ceased on 5™ July 2020. In keeping with lease obligations,
Decommissioning Plans and related Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(EIAR) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) screening reports were prepared and
were submitted to the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications
(formerly the Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment),
and a further application has been submitted to cover the remaining works to be
consented as part of the decommissioning programme; the decommissioning of
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Kinsale Energy Limited Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

the Kinsale Head and Seven Heads pipelines. Together the decommissioning of
the entirety of the Kinsale area gas fields and facilities is collectively referred to
as the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP).

Document purpose

At the time of previous Consent Applications for Kinsale Head and Seven Heads,
Section 5 of the Dumping at Sea Act 1996 did not yet apply to “offshore
installations” and there were ongoing studies by third parties that might have
identified a future re-use of one or more of the offshore pipelines. Accordingly,
previous Consent Applications did not address the offshore pipelines and
umbilicals. As all studies on potential reuse of the pipelines and umbilicals have
now concluded and no further use has been identified for any of the offshore
pipelines or umbilicals, these are now the subject of the following consent
applications:

Kinsale Head Consent Application no. 3 includes for the following facilities:

e To leave in situ all infield pipelines and umbilicals associated with the Kinsale
Head gas fields

e To leave in situ the 24” export pipeline (offshore and onshore section) and to
fill the onshore section with grout

e To use engineering materials to protect the pipelines and umbilicals in situ
Seven Heads Consent Application no. 2 includes the following:

e To leave in situ all infield pipelines and umbilicals associated with the Seven
Heads gas field

e To leave in situ 18” Seven Heads export pipeline and umbilical

e To use engineering materials to protect the pipelines and umbilicals in situ

In order to accurately record the status of the pipelines and confirm the
completion of the pipeline decommissioning activities, pre- and post-rock
placement surveys are proposed as part of the Decommissioning Plans. In
anticipation of the need to undertake such surveys, and now that greater definition
is available on their scope and the types of equipment likely to be used than
covered in the EIAR for KADP, the application for consent is accompanied by
this addendum to the EIAR, an addendum to the Screening for AA Report and a
Pre-survey Fisheries Assessment Report.

Description of the Project

The survey campaign has the following principal objectives:

e To inform the rock placement activities with the most recent set of pipeline
inspection data (e.g. freespan location and seabed at pipeline/umbilical ends)

e To confirm the success of the rock placement activity which includes freespan
areas and pipeline/umbilical ends

REP_RFI | Issue 1| 22 April 2022 | Arup Page 5
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Kinsale Energy Limited Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

e To provide information on the status of the pipelines for charting purposes
post-decommissioning

A range of equipment will be used to undertake a pre-rock placement survey of
the pipelines and umbilicals which includes High-Resolution Geophysical Survey
(HRGS) equipment primarily using acoustic sources to generate data (e.g. side-
scan sonar, multibeam echosounder). The survey will be undertaken along a
100m corridor of all the pipelines and umbilicals and use two vessels. One vessel
will conduct the surveys of all offshore infield pipelines and umbilicals and the
export pipeline up to approximately 3km from the shore, and a separate inshore
vessel will be used to conduct the final portion of the survey due to water depth
restrictions. These survey operations are planned to take place between Q2 and
Q4 in 2022 but could be moved to 2023 if subject to delays.

Rock placement will occur at key positions along pipeline and umbilical routes
using a dynamically positioned fall pipe vessel; these positions will be informed
by the above pre-rock placement survey. This vessel will collect multibeam
echosounder data over the areas of rock placement which can be combined with
the above pre-rock placement survey data to provide data on the final position and
status of the decommissioned pipelines and umbilicals. It has been assumed for
the purposes of assessment that this survey will take 14 days including transits
and is anticipated to be completed by Q4 2022. However, these works may be
undertaken between Q2 and Q3 2023 due to the potential for delays.

Environmental Characteristics of the Area

The area has a mild maritime climate with mean air temperatures varying between
approximately 6-9°C in winter to 15-16°C in summer. The predominant winds
over the open waters south and west of Ireland are from the west and southwest
and sea fog is most frequent in summer.

The Celtic Sea is particularly susceptible to rough seas due to strong to gale force
southwesterly winds. Swells are mostly from a south-west and west direction
throughout the year. Surface water temperatures range from 8-10°C in winter to
15-16°C in summer, while bottom temperatures show less variation and remain at
around 8-10°C throughout the year.

The seabed are characterised by a range of relatively impoverished heterogeneous
benthic habitats. No habitats listed in Annex I of the Habitats Directive have been
revealed by surveys undertaken in the area.

The waters off southern Ireland support a diversity of fish and shellfish, including
a number of commercially valuable species. The Kinsale area overlaps or abuts
reported spawning grounds of eleven commercially important fish and shellfish
species (herring, sprat, cod, whiting, plaice, lemon sole, haddock, megrim,
mackerel, horse mackerel and Nephrops). Mackerel, cod, whiting, lemon sole,
blue whiting, ling, hake and Nephrops use the area as a nursery area at low
intensity, while it is a high intensity nursery area for monkfish. The most
abundant fish species in the region are haddock, poor cod, Norway pout and
whiting, while cod, monkfish, hake, plaice and dab are also abundant. A number
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Kinsale Energy Limited Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

of elasmobranch species are present in the region, including the spurdog and the
lesser spotted dogfish.

Five species of marine reptile have been recorded in the seas around Ireland; a
significant majority of the sightings are of the leatherback turtle.

Gulls commonly found in the area include herring gull, lesser black-backed gull,
great black-backed gull, black-headed gull and kittiwake. Other resident birds
include guillemot, razorbill, puffin and black guillemot. The Old Head of Kinsale
(25km from the export pipeline) is the largest seabird colony on the south coast.
Seasonal visitors to the area include various terns, skuas and shearwaters. Highest
densities of gannets occur off the south coast in spring and summer.

The common dolphin and harbour porpoise are frequently recorded off the south
coast, both close to shore and further out to sea; common dolphin are often
observed in large groups and are by far the most abundant marine mammal in the
region. Small groups of bottlenose dolphins are occasionally observed in the
region, mostly closer to shore, with regular sightings of a small community of
individuals in the Cork Harbour reported until recent years.

Minke whale are seasonal visitors, appearing in spring and observed in increasing
numbers throughout the summer to a peak in autumn. Fin whales and, to a lesser
extent, humpback whales are also seasonally present from late summer to winter
and feed on aggregations of small pelagic fish off the south coast; sightings peak
in autumn. Small groups of Risso’s dolphins are occasionally seen, mostly
commonly in summer months and near to the coast, while there are also a few
records of small groups of killer whales.

While grey and harbour seals are found around the coast of Ireland, their
occurrence offshore of the south coast and in the Kinsale area is very low. The
closest conservation site for marine mammals is Roaringwater Bay and Islands
Special Area of Conservation (SAC), approximately 76km to the west of the
Kinsale area, where both harbour porpoise and grey seal are designated features.

Wrecks over 100 years old and archaeological objects are present underwater in
the study area. Other uses of the area include fisheries, offshore energy (oil and
gas exploration and offshore wind), ports and shipping, military activity, subsea
cables, marine disposal, and recreation and tourism.

Consideration of Potential Effects

Effects likely to arise from the survey programme have been identified on the
basis of the nature of the project (including its location, physical and operational
characteristics, residues, emissions and wastes), the characteristics of the
environment, and the understanding of impact pathways. Defined consequence
and likelihood criteria were used to screen for the potential effects of the survey
activities. Two sources of potential effect were screened in for further
consideration; underwater noise and accidental events.
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Kinsale Energy Limited Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

Underwater noise

The planned survey campaign will use acoustic survey methods to obtain
information on the pipelines, umbilicals and surrounding seabed around all of the
Kinsale Head, Seven Heads, Ballycotton and South-West Kinsale/Greensands
field areas. Man-made noise in the marine environment is widely recognised as a
potentially significant concern for marine fauna, especially for marine mammals,
with attention also given to effects on fish and invertebrates. Potential effects of
anthropogenic noise on receptor organisms range from acute trauma to subtle
behavioural and indirect ecological effects (e.g. effects on prey species).

The waters off the south coast of Ireland support a high diversity of cetaceans, and
there may be temporarily high localised densities of some species (primarily
common dolphins) in the wider Kinsale-Ballycotton-Seven Heads area during the
period April-December. However, considering the acoustic characteristics of the
potential sources and their propagation, the relevant evidence of effects on marine
mammals from vessel noise, seismic survey and the proportionally lower potential
for effects of the proposed equipment to be used in the survey campaign, in
addition to the small spatial footprint and short duration (see Section 2.2) of the
planned pre- and post-rock placement surveys, the risk of behavioural disturbance
to any species of marine mammal (including on species listed in Annex IV of the
Habitats Directive) is considered to be extremely low, and significant effects are
not considered to be likely.

The high frequency signals generated by the proposed survey equipment are
above the hearing range of fish. The risk of injury and behavioural disturbance to
fish is considered to be extremely remote or extremely low respectively and
significant effects are not considered to be likely. Exposure to seismic survey
noise during fish spawning or while fish are on their way to spawning grounds can
impact on a fish’s spawning success. The Kinsale area and proposed timing of the
survey campaign overlaps reported spawning and nursery areas for a variety of
fish species; however, given the low risk of behavioural disturbance to fish,
significant disruption of spawning or nursery activity is not anticipated, and
significant effects are not considered to be likely. Similarly, no impacts on
commercial fisheries in the wider Kinsale-Ballycotton-Seven Heads area will
occur.

While seabird responses to approaching vessels are highly variable, flushing
disturbance would be expected to displace most diving seabirds from close
proximity to the survey vessel and any related survey equipment, thereby limiting
their exposure to the highest sound pressures generated. Similarly, any
behavioural disturbance of seabirds due to the survey activities is most likely to be
temporary displacement associated with the physical presence of the vessel,
comparable to that experienced by routine shipping traffic. While acknowledging
limited data and the importance of the survey area to several species of diving
birds (i.e. guillemot and razorbill), the lack of reported effects of seismic survey
on diving birds, the comparatively lower amplitude and higher frequency source
characteristics of the potential sources in the planned surveys, in addition to the
small spatial footprint and short duration of the planned surveys, leads to the
conclusion that significant negative effects on diving birds are considered to be
highly unlikely.

REP_RFI | Issue 1| 22 April 2022 | Arup Page 8

C:USERS\BRONAGH.MAGUIRE\DESKTOP\RESPONSE TO RFI 210422 (002).DOCX



Kinsale Energy Limited Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project
Response to Request for Further Information

Underwater noise generated by the survey and rock placement vessels may be
detectable by leatherback turtles, although their low density and limited seasonal
presence in the area dictates that very few individuals are likely to be exposed to
noise levels beyond that of the background for the region. Considering this low
likelihood of exposure, the perceived limited sensitivity of the receptor, and the
moderate intensity nature of the noise source, significant impacts on marine turtles
are considered extremely remote.

Accidental events

The risks of oil spills (including all types of liquid hydrocarbon) associated with
the proposed surveys are extremely small. Given the duration of the proposed
surveys refuelling at sea is not planned or expected to occur. With regard to oil
discharges (e.g. from machinery space drainage), the survey vessels will operate
to international MARPOL requirements, and the vessels will implement a
Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP) in accordance with guidelines
issued by the Marine Environment Protection Committee of the International
Maritime Organisation. Kinsale Energy will ensure that such plans are in place
prior to any work taking place as part of standard contractor management, and the
survey activities will be communicated through notices to mariners and the
vessels will display appropriate navigational lighting.

Cumulative effects

The potential for cumulative effects was identified in relation to the proposed
Celtic Interconnector Ireland-France subsea cable, though the timing of any works
and the nature and scale of potential effects associated with the Kinsale
decommissioning activities covered by this application are such that cumulative
effects are not considered likely. There is the potential for interaction between the
timings of the Emerald and Inis Ealga wind farm site investigation surveys, but
the duration and scale of the survey campaigns are such that there is considerable
scope to avoid interactions. A site survey covering a potential appraisal of the
Barryroe field was completed in late 2021 and there is presently no published
timetable for when an appraisal well could be drilled. Kinsale Energy will
maintain a dialogue with the developers of both wind farms, and further proposals
in relation to the Barryroe field, to ensure that activities do not proceed in a
manner which could lead to cumulative impacts.

Conclusion

The overall conclusion of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report
addendum is that, in view of the predicted scale, intensity and duration of the
survey activities, the surveys will not result, directly or indirectly, in likely
significant adverse effects on the environment, alone or cumulatively with other
existing or approved projects. No residual effects are predicted to occur.
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