The late Larraine Balger,

Devoted Mum
Lorraine (45) died
on her birthday

By DAVID LODBY

THE daughter of devoted Wez-
ford mother Lorraine Bolger
- who died tragically young
ageel 45 on her birthday one
vear ago this Thursdsy - has
Pl & mewing tribute 1o her.

The New Ross woman dicd
in a crash at Glenmore weeks
after the sudden death of hus-
hand Sfamus O Coalding late
of Adamstown and Co Galway.

She was driving home from
a birthday day oul with her
daiighter Ashling and sistér
Codette i Waterfond City whei
her vehicle was in a collizsion
with & car eccupled by young
parcipdis from the New Ross area

Ashling suffered serious in-
juries in the accident which
claimed the life of her mother,

She said her mother was a
very fun, babbly person, some-
ane who always wanbed to make
a laugh and a joke.

“Evervomne would describss
Many'’s laugh as one thal capti-
vabed the roam. She was a very
loving family person as well”

Ashling sakl her mother was
abways academic but didn?
kmow what she wanted to do
in her teens. "It was only when
she went to UL xnd heard about
& technical writing cowrse that
she thought that soumls inter-
exting and that sparked the
interesl”

Late of Balbmagrallagh, Ad-
amstown and Tower Grove,
New Ross, Lorraine studied
'It\‘hllil’.‘il"fl“llﬁ and lnguages
and while there she moved
Into & house with Seamus who
was another tenant. They hit it
off and after college Lorraine
did internships in & company,
working in Dublin and Clare.

Lorraine, Seamus and Ash-
ling moved 1o Adamstown, with
Lorraine working in Sisoo amd
later in Red Hat in Waterford,

Working most days from
home, Lorraine was delighted
to schieve her dream of living
in the countryside and quickly
milapted to & life surrounded
by animals. *We dragged her
into it; willingly or unwillingly,
0 it was definitely a ghock 1o
he syste [oF it when thene
started to be a smell of goats
coming into the house.”

A house prowud woman, Lor-
raine and Seamus put a lot of
lowe and attention imto their
bouaie, “She was big imo intersor
design and into her garden”

e loved travel amd travelbed
often with her work, bl keoed
nHhing meore than the comiorts
of hame

Lorraine was invodved in the
Raheen Parish Commamumity and
in her spare time enjoved music
amd films.

An avid reader, she enjoyed
reading the Game of Thrsnes
serbes and was always with
i book by her sbde. Lorralne
travelled to Amtrim tosee where
the hit TV series was shot.
Shee howedl visits from her par-
ents Marle and Joe and sister
Colette's family.

Lorraine was very proud of
her work and loved her col-
beagues at Red Hat.

“She was very driven. It
didm’t matter whether the chock
v o or off, she was working.”

Recallimg Wednesday, De-
cember 1, last year, Ashling (19
exid her mother had to drop her
car aff at & garage in Waterford
and was given a rental car,

“It was on her birthday, Her
sister, my aunt Colette collected
us and we did some shopping.
She was in good form that day.
1 don't think that anyone is to
ame (for what happensed)
and iL% mod golig Lo change
anything. As long as evervone
elie |5 Ok I'm Ok with that. 1
Feel theit somecme kel me alive
that day. | keep going for them.”

A large crowd attended Loe-
ralne’s funeral mass &t 5t Mary
& 5t Michacls Church in Mew
Ross which Ashling, recovering
from the crash in hospital,
watched online.

Lorraine was laid vo rest
afteraanls in 5t Stephen’s Cen-
CRETY.

dhe & survived by her lov-
Ing daughter Ashling: panemis
Marie and Joe (Bolger); sister
Colette; nephews Jambe and
Alex; brothers-in<law Tomy;
mother-in-Low Elben; sisters-in-
kaw Anna and Brid; aunts; un-
cles; extended family and a
Lange cincle of friends.

Lorraines anniversany mass
takes place at Raheen Chuarch
this Saiurday a1 8 p.m.
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