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ACRES Circular No. 13/2022        28th November 2022 

 

Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) 

Revised Terms & Conditions and Specification 

 

Dear Advisor 

 

Please note the following clarifications to ACRES  

 

ACRES Terms & Conditions.  

 
1. Section 33.1 Information and Data Protection – Specified Purpose - amended to include ACRES 

Training Scheme (ATS) in a non-exhaustive list of the current schemes proposed (page 26/63). 

 

2. Annex 2: Payment Rates - clarification on Rare Breed Progeny (pages 37/63). 
 

3. Annex 3: Explanatory Note on Selection Criteria and marking system for Tranche1 – 
clarification on ranking and selection criteria (pages 39-41/63). 

 
All clarifications are highlighted in red in the revised ACRES Terms and Conditions available on the 
ACRES website gov.ie - Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) (www.gov.ie) 
 
ACRES Specifications.  

 

1. The main amendments that have been made to the ACRES specification are outlined on Annex 
1. of this circular. 
 

2. GLAM Clarification: In relation to drawing linear actions in GLAM, it is the length drawn that 

is taken as the ACRES claimed length. Lower lengths entered in the action quantity box will 

not be brought forwards as the claimed length. If you need to allow for gaps or ineligible 

lengths, you can do so by only drawing the line for the action along the length that will be 

entered into the scheme or leave the line shorter at one end to allow for gaps along the drawn 

length. 

 
All clarifications are highlighted in red in the revised ACRES Specifications available on the ACRES 
website gov.ie - Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) (www.gov.ie). 
 

Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES)  

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine  

Johnstown Castle Estate  

Co. Wexford Y35 PN52 

Phone: 053 91 63425  

Email: acres@agriculture.gov.ie or acrescp@agriculture.gov.ie    

https://www.gov.ie/ga/seirbhis/f5a48-agri-climate-rural-environment-scheme-acres/#acres-terms-and-conditions
https://www.gov.ie/ga/seirbhis/f5a48-agri-climate-rural-environment-scheme-acres/#acres-specification-document-including-barn-owl-nest-box-document
mailto:acres@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:acrescp@agriculture.gov.ie
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Annex 1.  

ACRES requirements  

Splitting parcels (page 19 bullet point 4) 

Participants should note that where a fence is erected to delineate the boundary of a split parcel, this 

fence cannot be used as part of the fencing requirements of the following actions:  

Riparian Buffer Zones and Tree belt for ammonia capture have been removed from this list. 

 

Natura (page 19 bullet point 5)  

New point added on creating split parcel actions in Natura areas. 

 

Monuments (page 21)  

The point on only selecting Protection of Archaeological Monument action on a monument site has 

been removed. GLAM will automatically block Tree Belts and Planting Traditional Orchard on a 

monument site and buffer. Planting new hedgerow and tree planting should not take place on an 

archaeological monument buffer zone as outlined in the specifications for those actions.  

 

Natura (page 26) 

New point 1 added 

• In Natura parcels where erecting a new fence is listed as an activity requiring consent for 

that specific SAC/SPA, split parcels can only be created where an existing defined field 

boundary is already present.  

Breeding Waders (page 28)  

Eligibility requirements 2 and 3 have been replaced with: 

2.  To be considered for priority access where grassland parcels are applicable, Low Input Grassland 

or Extensively Grazed Pasture must be selected on an area intersecting the Breeding Wader Hotspot 

mapped area. 

3. To be considered for priority access where arable parcels are applicable, Environmental 

Management of Arable Fallow must be selected on an area intersecting the Breeding Wader Hotspot 

mapped area. 

 

The following outlines the main amendments made to specific actions: 

 

Brassica Fodder Stubble (page 31) 

Requirement 4 now refers to the mandatory GAEC baseline requirements that apply to this action.  

 

Catch Crop (page 33) 

The percentage seed mix text is replaced with minimum seed rate for at least 2 species. 

Additional guidance has also been supplied for participants wishing to use 3 species. 

 

Conservation of Rare Breeds (page 37) 

Breeding females that produce a registered offspring above the basic eligibility requirements will be 

paid an additional payment of €75 per maternal LU equivalent for each progeny registered up to 

overall maximum payment ceiling.  
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Environmental Management of Arable Fallow (page 44) 

Requirement 13 The percentage seed mix text is replaced with minimum seed rate for at least 2 

species. 

 

Extensively Grazed Pasture (page 47) 

Requirement 1 Additional line added on selecting action in Natura parcels. 

• In Natura parcels where erecting a new fence is listed as an activity requiring consent for 

that specific SAC/SPA, split parcels can only be created where an existing defined field 

boundary is already present.  

Geese and Swans (page 49) 

Calculating the minimum area required for Geese and Swan action.  

Site suitability Bullet point 3 The GLAMS system indicates the area under the Geese and Swans layer 

on each LPIS parcel. When calculating the 50% requirement, it is only the area under the mapped layer 

in arable or grassland LPIS parcels that should be taken into account. Commonage parcels or CP forage 

parcels are not included in the calculation. 

Requirement 1 If selecting on a split parcel, the area selected must contain the Geese and Swan 

mapped layer. 

Requirements for Catch crops  

The percentage seed mix text is replaced with minimum seed rate for at least 2 species. 

 

Grass Margins – Arable (page 52) 

Requirement 1 Have until 31 August in Year 1 to establish the margin.  

Requirement 5 Reinforced that Livestock are not permitted to access the margin.  

 

Low Input Grassland (LIG) (page 62) 

Requirement 1 Additional line added on selecting action in Natura parcels. 

• In Natura parcels where erecting a new fence is listed as an activity requiring consent for 

that specific SAC/SPA, split parcels can only be created where an existing defined field 

boundary is already present.  

Late meadow bonus-the entire LPIS must be suitable for mowing. 

Low Input Peat Grassland (LIPG) (page 64) 

Late meadow bonus-the entire LPIS must be suitable for mowing. 

 

Planting a New Hedgerow (page 72) 

Requirement 3 No one species must make up more than 85% of the total. 

 

Planting a Traditional Orchard (page 75) 

Requirement 5/6 Removed requirement for provenance declaration certificate. 

 

Planting Trees in Riparian Buffer Zones (page 78) 

Note revised on the cumulative area of ACRES tree planting that could be considered forestry is limited 

to 1 hectare. 
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Protection and Maintenance of Archaeological Monuments – Arable (page 81) 

Requirement 1 Participants now have until 31 August in Year 1 to sow the grass mix.  

 

Riparian Buffers Strips/Zones – Arable (page 86) 

Site Suitability Point 2: Riparian buffer strips or zones- Arable can be created on arable and Riparian 

zone crop code.  

 

Riparian Buffers Strips/Zones – Grassland (page 90) 

Site Suitability Point 2: Riparian buffer strips or zones- Grassland can be created on grassland and 

Riparian zone crop code.  

 

 

Changes that apply to both Riparian Buffer Arable and Grassland 

See Note Where a Riparian buffer strip or Riparian Buffer zone – Split parcel (SP) is being created in a 

parcel, bovines are not permitted to access any OSI Water line or single stream line watercourse at 

other locations in the parcel (drinking points are not permitted).   

 

Riparian Buffer Strip  

Requirement 3 The Riparian buffer strip width is measured from the top of the bank or from the edge 

of an existing boundary (ie. hedgerow, treeline, stone wall or earthen bank) into the field. Where scrub 

is present, the margin width can be inclusive of scrub. 

 

Riparian Buffer Zone 

Requirements 7: When creating a Riparian Buffer Zone - Split parcel, it must extend at least 20 metres 

out from the watercourse or boundary feature at the widest point along the zone. 

 

Tree Belts for Ammonia Capture from Farmyards (page 95) 

Note 2 revised on the cumulative area of ACRES tree planting that could be considered forestry is 

limited to 1 hectare. 

 

Tree Planting (page 99) 

Note 2 revised on the cumulative area of ACRES tree planting that could be considered forestry is 

limited to 1 hectare. 

 

Winter Bird food (page 105) 

Monoculture seed rates for prescribed list of species given. These monoculture rates should be 

adjusted according to the number of species in the chosen mix. 

 

 

 


