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1. Introduction 

Arup has prepared this Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report on behalf of the 

Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) for the proposed excavation 

works to be undertaken at the site of the Former Bon Secours Mother and Baby Home (hereafter referred to 

as ‘the Mother and Baby Home’) in Tuam, Co. Galway. The site of the proposed works is illustrated in 

Figure 1. 

This document sets out the information necessary for the competent authority, DCEDIY, to undertake the 

EIA screening assessment in respect of the proposed excavation works and to make an EIA Screening 

determination. 

 

Figure 1.1: Location of the boundaries for the site of the proposed works indicated by red lines (Source: Google Earth 
Pro) 

1.1 Background to the Proposed Excavation Works 

1.1.1 Context 

In March 2017, the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and certain related matters 

(hereafter referred to as ‘The Commission’) confirmed the presence of a ‘significant quantity’ of juvenile 

remains in subsurface chambers at the site of the Mother and Baby Home. This investigation was prompted 

by the possibility of unrecorded burials at the site of the Mother and Baby Home being bought to public 

attention in 2014. Radiocarbon dating of a sample of the remains suggested that they date from the 

timeframe relevant to the operation of the Mother and Baby Home from 1925-1961.  

As an initial step, an Expert Technical Group Report was commissioned to assess the options available for 

responding appropriately to the situation. This report was published in 2017 at which point public 

consultation was undertaken the results of which were published in July 2018.  
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The key outcome of this process was the identification of five options for addressing the site. These options 

were: 

1. Memorialisation – an option that may be adopted in its own right but also as a result of any further option 

or action undertaken on site; 

2. Exhumation of known human remains – whereby human remains are exhumed to an alternative location 

with no further investigation or analysis; 

3. Forensic excavation and recovery of known human remains - full forensic control and methodology to 

recover the remains identified to date by previous excavations. Engineering and Health and Safety 

consultations indicate that excavation here would be possible but will require a considered approach and 

significant ground preparations. Full analysis of the remains could be conducted at a post excavation 

stage; 

4. Forensic excavation and recovery of known human remains with further evaluation/excavation of other 

areas of interest – the geophysical survey conducted over the entire site illustrates that there are further 

subsurface anomalies outside of the memorial garden. This would include the recovery of remains 

identified in the memorial garden and any further human remains identified at other locations; and 

5. Forensic Excavation of Total Available Area – the most intrusive excavation covering 100% of the 

available site. All known human remains would be recovered and all other anomalies would be 

investigated. This is the most exhaustive approach with potential to expose archaeological features.  

However, in 2018 it was deemed that appropriate action could not be carried out under the existing 

legislation and new legislation must be introduced. 

1.1.2 Institutional Burials Act 

In July 2022, the Institutional Burials Act was passed into law to provide the underlying legislative basis for 

an intervention. During an intervention, the remains of those who died in residential institutions, and who 

were buried in a manifestly inappropriate manner, may be recovered and re-interred in a respectful and 

appropriate way. The Act further provides for the identification of remains and their return to family 

members, where possible. 

The Act allows the Government, by Order, to direct an intervention at particular sites where the criteria for 

manifestly inappropriate burials, as set out in the legislation, are met and to approve the appointment of a 

Director to oversee and manage a phased, step-by-step approach to the excavation, recovery, analysis, 

identification (if possible) and re-interment of remains at the site. 

Under this legislation, interventions of this nature are granted an exemption from planning permission.  

However, in accordance with Section 4(4) of the Planning and Development Act, as amended, development 

shall not be exempted development if an environmental impact assessment (EIA) or an appropriate 

assessment (AA) of the development is required. 

The purpose of this report is to determine if an EIA is required with respect to the proposed works. 
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2. Legislation, Guidance and Requirements for EIA 

Screening 

2.1 Overview 

This section outlines the relevant legislation and guidance reviewed in the compilation of this EIA Screening 

Report. The requirement for screening of sub-threshold developments is outlined in this section. 

2.2 Legislation and Guidance 

The current requirements for EIA for projects are set out by the European Union in Council Directive 

2011/92/EU on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Public and Private Projects on the Environment as 

amended by Directive 2014/52/EU. Further details are provided in Section 2.2.1 below. 

The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001, as amended, were both amended by the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (SI No. 296 of 2018) to take account of the requirements of the EIA 

Directive (Directive 2014/52/EU). 

Section 172 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, sets out the requirement for EIA whilst 

the prescribed classes of development and thresholds that trigger a mandatory EIA are set out in Schedule 5 

of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as amended. Further details are provided in Section 

2.2.2 and 2.2.3 below. 

Section 103 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, sets out the requirements for 

screening a sub-threshold development for EIA. Further details are provided in Section 2.3.1 below. Finally, 

the information to be provided by the applicant or developer for the purposes of screening sub-threshold 

development for EIA is set out in Schedules 7 and 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2000, 

as amended. Further details are provided in Section 2.3.2 below. 

A review of the above legislation was undertaken for the purpose of this EIA screening report and is further 

analysed in the sections below. The following guidance and consultation documents have also been 

considered during the preparation of this report: 

• Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (2018) Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment (August 2018); 

• Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (2017) Implementation of 

Directive 2014/52/EU on the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA 

Directive): Advice on the Administrative Provisions in Advance of Transposition; 

• Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (2013) Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment; 

• Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2003) Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development; 

• Environmental Protection Agency (2022) Guidelines on the Information to be contained in 

Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (May 2022); 

• European Commission (2017) Guidance on EIA Screening; and 

• European Commission (2015) Interpretation of definitions of project categories of Annex I and II of the 

EIA Directive. 

2.2.1 EIA Directive 2014/52/EU 

A European Directive for EIA has been in force since 1985 since the adoption of Council Directive 

85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment. 
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The EIA Directive of 1985 has been amended three times by Council Directives 97/11/EC, 2003/35/EC and 

2009/31/EC. It was ultimately codified and repealed by Council Directive 2011/92/EU on 13 December 

2011. This Directive was further amended in 2014 by Council Directive 2014/52/EU which sets out the 

current requirements for member states on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects 

on the environment. 

The EIA Directive sets out the requirements of the EIA process, including screening the need for an EIA. 

Projects listed in Annex I of the EIA Directive require a mandatory EIA whilst projects listed in Annex II 

require screening to determine as to whether an EIA is required. 

Articles 4(4) and 4(5) of the EIA Directive set out the requirements for EIA screening of Annex II projects as 

follows: 

“4(4) Where Member States decide to require a determination for projects listed in Annex II, the developer 

shall provide information on the characteristics of the project and its likely significant effects on the 

environment. The detailed list of information to be provided is specified in Annex IIA. The developer shall 

take into account, where relevant, the available results of other relevant assessments of the effects on the 

environment carried out pursuant to Union legislation other than this Directive. The developer may also 

provide a description of any features of the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent what 

might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment. 

4(5) The competent authority shall make its determination, on the basis of the information provided by the 

developer in accordance with paragraph 4 taking into account, where relevant, the results of preliminary 

verifications or assessments of the effects on the environment carried out pursuant to Union legislation 

other than this Directive. The determination shall be made available to the public and: 

(a) where it is decided that an environmental effect assessment is required, state the main reasons for 

requiring such assessment with reference to the relevant criteria listed in Annex III; or 

(b) where it is decided that an environmental effect assessment is not required, state the main reasons for 

not requiring such assessment with reference to the relevant criteria listed in Annex III, and, where 

proposed by the developer, state any features of the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent 

what might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment.” 

2.2.2 Planning and Development Act and Planning and Development Regulations 

The EIA Directive has been transposed into Irish law under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as 

amended and the associated Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended and European Union 

(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018.  

The prescribed classes of development and thresholds that trigger a mandatory Environmental Impact 

Assessment are transposed from Annex I and II of the Directive and set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning 

and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.  

Under the legislation, all projects can be placed into one of the following categories with regard to the EIA 

process:  

• Those that exceed the thresholds set out in the legislation and therefore have a mandatory requirement to 

prepare an EIAR;  

• Those projects that are sub-threshold must be assessed on a case-by-case basis to determine whether or 

not they are likely to have significant effects on the environment; and  

• Projects that fall under Annex II (13) (a) of the EIA Directive where any change or extension of projects 

listed in Annex I or Annex II, already authorised, executed in the process of being executed.  

2.2.3 Relevant Guidance  

This screening was undertaken in line with the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) Environmental 

Impact Assessment Screening guidance.  
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In addition, Section 3.2 of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ‘Guidelines on the Information to be 

contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EPA, 2022) was consulted.  

The assessment also takes into consideration: 

• The Department of Housing Planning and Local Government’s (DHPLG) ‘Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment’ (DHPLG, 2018) 

and  

• The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government guidance document 

‘Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent Authorities regarding Sub-threshold 

Development’.  

 

 

3. EIA Screening Methodology  

The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) published document ‘Practice Note PN02 Environmental 

Impact Assessment Screening’ in 2021. 

The Practice Note advocates a step-by-step approach to EIA screening, as outlined below: 

Step 1. Understanding the Proposal 

• Is the proposal a ‘project’ within the meaning of the EIA Directive?  

Determine whether a proposal is a ‘project’ described in the EIA Directive and thus whether the EIA 

Directive applies.  

• Is the project a ‘sub-threshold development’? 

1. If the project is not of a class of development in Schedule 5, Parts 1 and 2, it is not ‘subthreshold 

development’, and no EIA or EIA screening is required. The conclusion should be documented and no 

further action is required.  

2. If the proposed project is of a class set out in Schedule 5, Part 1 or Part 2 and does meet or exceed the 

relevant threshold, or where no threshold applies, a mandatory EIAR is required.  

3. If the proposed project is of a class set out in Schedule 5, Part 2 but does not meet or exceed the relevant 

threshold, it is a ‘sub-threshold development’ and must be screened for EIA. Projects often consist of 

several elements, and any one element may be a class of development within Schedule 5. Each element 

of a proposed development should be examined. Furthermore, Schedule 5 classes of development can be 

broad, and careful consideration must be given to whether a particular class of development applies. For 

example, the proposed development of three wind turbines and a private road (2.2km). Although the 

windfarm element is ‘sub-threshold’ (Part 2, Class 3 (i)), the private road exceeds the 2,000 metres in 

length threshold under Part 2 class 10 (dd). This project would, therefore, require a mandatory EIA.  
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• Has Schedule 7A1 information been submitted by the applicant? 

1. Where the project is 'sub-threshold development' and the application is not accompanied by an EIAR or 

Schedule 7A information, the competent authority must then move to the next step and carry out a 

preliminary examination of, at least, the nature, size or location of the development and come to a 

conclusion.  

2. Where the project is 'sub-threshold development' and Schedule 7A information is submitted by the 

applicant, the competent authority must carry out a screening determination, i.e. it cannot screen out the 

need for EIA at preliminary examination. 

Step 2. Preliminary Examination  

Where a development is ‘sub-threshold’ and is not accompanied by an EIAR or Schedule 7A information, a 

preliminary examination, of, at least, the nature, size or location of the development to conclude if there is a 

likelihood of significant effects on the environment, must be carried out. Preliminary examinations must 

consider at least the following: 

• The nature of the development including the production of wastes and pollutants;  

• The size of the development; or  

• The location of the development including the potential to impact on certain ecologically sensitive sites 

and the potential to affect other environmentally sensitive sites in the area. This will require 

consideration of the overlap with Appropriate Assessment (AA) and consideration will need to be given 

to hydrological and other connections to European sites. 

Step 3. EIA Screening Determination 

Where the requirement to carry out EIA is not excluded at preliminary examination stage, or where Schedule 

7A information has been submitted by the applicant, the competent authority must carry out a screening 

determination. The screening determination can only be carried out on the basis of the Schedule 7A 

information which the competent authority must request if not already submitted. 

The step-by-step approach to EIA Screening set out in the OPR Practice Note is illustrated in Figure 3.1 

below.  

 

1 This refers to the information that the applicant must submit to the competent authority for the purposes of a screening determination. This 

information is required for all Section 42 applications for extension of duration8 for sub-threshold development. The competent authority cannot 

carry out a screening determination without this information. This is sometimes referred to as an EIA screening report. 
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Figure 3.1: EIA Screening Overview (Source: OPR, 2021) 
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4. Approach to EIA Screening  

4.1 Step 1- Understanding the Proposal  

As outlined in Section 3, the first step of EIA Screening is to understand the proposal. Thus, an appraisal of 

the proposed works was carried out under the headings specified in the OPR Practice Note. 

• Is the proposal a ‘project’ within the meaning of the EIA Directive?  

The EIA Directive 2014/52/EU defines the term ‘project’ as meaning: “the execution of construction works 

or of other installations or schemes, - other interventions in the natural surroundings and landscape including 

those involving the extraction of mineral resources.” 

As outlined in Section 1, the proposed works involve the forensic excavation and recovery of known human 

remains with further evaluation/excavation of other areas of interest – at the site of the former Mother and 

Baby Home in Tuam, County Galway. Thus, the proposed works are considered to constitute a ‘project’ 

under the meaning of the EIA Directive. The EIA Directive does apply to the proposed works.  

• Is the project a ‘sub-threshold development’? 

The prescribed classes of development and thresholds that trigger a mandatory Environmental Impact 

Assessment are set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. A 

review of the project types listed in the aforementioned Schedule 5 has been carried out. 

Part 1 

The proposed development is not a project type/class listed in Part 1 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001, as amended. Thus, a mandatory EIA is not required under this class. 

Part 2  

The proposed development is not a project type/class listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001, as amended. However, Part 2(15) of the Regulations states that 

“Any project listed in this Part which does not exceed a quantity, area or other limit specified in this Part in 

respect of the relevant class of development, but which would be likely to have significant effects on the 

environment, having regard to the criteria set out in Schedule 7.” 

Part 2(15) of the Regulations ultimately requires the competent authority to determine, in the case where a 

project is considered ‘sub-threshold’ to the projects listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5, whether the project would 

likely give rise to significant effects on the environment.  

As described in Section 1, the site of the proposed works measures approximately 0.48Ha and is located 

within the Dublin Road Housing Estate in the town of Tuam, County Galway.  

Having regard to Part 2(15) of Schedule 5 of the Regulations, and having regard to the precautionary 

principle, the proposed works could be considered sub-threshold urban development involving an area of 10 

hectares in a built-up area, in respect of Part 2(10)(iv) of the Regulations: 

“(iv) Urban development which would involve an area greater than 2 hectares in the case of a business 

district, 10 hectares in the case of other parts of a built-up area and 20 hectares elsewhere.”  

A conservative, ‘precautionary principle’ approach to screening is applied here, as the site of the proposed 

works is considerably less that that outlined in Part 2(10) of Schedule 5 of the Regulations. However, given 

the extremely sensitive nature of the proposed works and the uncertainty surrounding the existing baseline of 

the sub-surface environment, is it considered that there is potential for significant environmental effects to 

occur as a result of the proposed works.  
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Section 103 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended sets out the requirements for 

screening a sub-threshold planning application for EIA as follows: 

103.(1) (a) Where a planning application for sub-threshold development is not accompanied by an EIAR, the planning 

authority shall carry out a preliminary examination of, at the least, the nature, size or location of the development. 

(b) Where the planning authority concludes, based on such preliminary examination, that— 

(i) there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development, it shall 

conclude that an EIA is not required, 

(ii) there is significant and realistic doubt in regard to the likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising 

from the proposed development, it shall, by notice in writing served on the applicant, require the applicant to submit 

to the authority the information specified in Schedule 7A for the purposes of a screening determination unless the 

applicant has already provided such information, or 

(iii)there is a real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development, it 

shall— 

(I) conclude that the development would be likely to have such effects, and 

(II) by notice in writing served on the applicant, require the applicant to submit to the authority an EIAR and to 

comply with the requirements of article 105. 

(1A) (a) Where an applicant is submitting to the planning authority the information specified in Schedule 7A, the 

information shall be accompanied by any further relevant information on the characteristics of the proposed 

development and its likely significant effects on the environment, including, where relevant, information on how the 

available results of other relevant assessments of the effects on the environment carried out pursuant to European 

Union legislation other than the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive have been taken into account. 

(b) Where an applicant is submitting to the planning authority the information specified in Schedule 7A, the 

information may be accompanied by a description of the features, if any, of the proposed development and the 

measures, if any, envisaged to avoid or prevent what might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the 

environment of the development. 

The information provided in this report provides details on the characteristics of the proposed works and its 

likely significant effects (if any) on the environment. It provides the relevant details under each of the criteria 

set out in Schedule 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. This information 

will assist the competent authority, DCEDIY, to make a screening determination under Section 103 of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. 

Thus, as the proposed works can be considered to constitute ‘sub-threshold’ development with regards Part 

2(10)(iv) of the Regulations, an assessment is required to be carried out to determine if the proposed works 

have the potential to give rise to significant effects on the environment.  

The final determination on EIA screening will be made by DCEDIY. 

• Has Schedule 7A2 information been submitted by the applicant? 

In accordance with the OPR Practice Note, where the project is 'sub-threshold development' and the 

application is not accompanied by an EIAR or Schedule 7A information, the competent authority must then 

move to the next step and carry out a preliminary examination of, at least, the nature, size or location of the 

development and come to a conclusion. However, where the project is 'sub-threshold development' and 

Schedule 7A information is submitted by the applicant, the competent authority must carry out a screening 

determination, i.e. it cannot screen out the need for EIA at preliminary examination. 

Given the sensitive nature of the proposed works, the location of the site, which is in immediate proximity to 

residential receptors, and the uncertainty surrounding the baseline sub-surface environment, there is 

significant doubt surrounding the potential for the works to give rise to significant environmental effects. It is 

therefore considered prudent to submit Schedule 7A information at this time to the competent authority.  

 

2 This refers to the information that the applicant must submit to the competent authority for the purposes of a screening determination. The competent 

authority cannot carry out a screening determination without this information. This is sometimes referred to as an EIA screening report. 
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Section 5- Section 7 of this report provides this Schedule 7A information. Thus, there is no need to proceed 

to Step 2- Preliminary Examination. The next step would be for the competent authority to make an EIA 

Screening Determination, following consideration of the information set out in this report.  

 

 

5. Location of the Proposed Works 

This Section describes location of the proposed works, in accordance with Section (B)(2) of Form 3 in the 

OPR Practice Note PN02- Environmental Impact Assessment Screening.  

(a) Generally describe the location of the site and its surroundings: 

The site of the proposed works is located within the Dublin Road Housing Estate in Tuam, County Galway, 

as illustrated in Figure 5.1. The site measures 0.48ha and is made up of a memorial garden, playground area, 

carparking, access roadways and grassed areas.  The site was previously occupied by a Union Workhouse, 

and then a Mother and Baby Home. The memorial garden was created and curated by locals to 

commemorate the lives lost during the period in which the Mother and Baby Home operated (1925-1961) 

within the site.  

The memorial garden at the site had been registered in 2016 as an archaeological monument, i.e., a 

Children’s Burial ground (SMR GA043-141----), but subsequent to the excavations carried out by the 

Mother and Baby Home Commission of Investigation, the classification was made “a redundant record” 

A structure of significance is located within the boundaries of the memorial garden. It is an elongated 

structure, comprising 20 chambers, with juvenile human remains identified in 17 of those chambers. 

Information relating to the chambers state that all are deep and narrow and are broadly equivalent in size. 

This chamber is thought to have once been in use as a sewage tank.  

 

Figure 5.1: Site Location (Source: OpenStreetMap. Not to Scale)  
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An aerial photo of the site is included in Figure 5.2.  

 
Figure 5.2: Red Line Boundary of Works area (Source: Google Earth Pro. Not to Scale)  

(b) Is the project located within, close to or has it the potential to impact on any site specified in 

Article 103(3)(a)(v) of the Regulations: 

- European site  

- NHA/pNHA 

- Designated Nature Reserve 

- Designated refuge for flora or fauna  

- Place, site or feature of ecological interest, the preservation, conservation, protection of which 

is an objective of a development plan/ local area plan/ draft plan or variation of a plan.  

The nearest European site to the site of the proposed works is Lough Corrib SAC, with is located 

approximately 3km north-west and 4km south-east of the site. There are no known hydrological connections 

from the site to the SAC.  

The nearest Natural Heritage Area/proposed Natural Heritage Area to the site is Knockavanny Turlough, 

which is located approximately 4.5km to the north-east of the site. Belclare Turlough is located 

approximately 5.5km to the west of the site.  

There are no nature reserves, or nature designated areas of refuge for flora or fauna at or near the site of the 

proposed works. The site is not considered to be of significant ecological interest- refer to Section 5 for 

further information.  

(c) Are there any other areas on or around the location that are important or sensitive for reasons of 

their ecology e.g. wetlands, watercourses or other waterbodies (including riparian areas and river 

mouths), the coastal zone and the marine environment, mountains, forests or woodlands, that 

could be affected by the project? 

The site of the proposed works is located in an existing residential area, within the town of Tuam. As 

illustrated in Figure 5.3 and Figure 5.4 below, the proposed site consists of areas of hard-standing and areas 

of amenity grassland. It is not considered that there are any species of rich biodiversity value on the site, and 

there are no other areas on or around the site that are considered important or sensitive for reasons of their 

ecology.  
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Figure 5.3: Image Showing Grassed Area in Memorial Garden  

 

Figure 5.4: Image Showing Areas of Hard-Standing And Amenity Grassland  

(d) Is the proposal likely to be highly visible to many people? Are there any areas or features of high 

landscape or scenic value on or around the location, or are there any routes or facilities that are 

used by the public for recreation or other facilities which could be affected by the proposal? 

As previously described, the proposed site is located in the Dublin Road Housing Estate in Tuam, County 

Galway. The proposed site is low-lying, surrounded at its perimeter by a concrete wall ranging in height 

from approximately 1m around the playground, to approximately 4m at its highest point, at the memorial 

garden. The site is not considered to be of significant landscape character significance.  

There are a number of two-storey residential dwellings located in immediate proximity to the site, many of 

which share a boundary with the same. A large portion of these residential dwellings have a clear view over 

the playground area of the site.  

There is currently a disused playground and parking spaces within a portion of the site.  

(e) Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural importance on or around the location that 

could be affected by the project? 

The memorial garden at the site had been registered in 2016 as an archaeological monument, i.e. a Children’s 

Burial ground (SMR GA043-141----), but subsequent to the excavations carried out by the Mother and Baby 

Home Commission of Investigation, the classification was made “a redundant record.” 
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(f) Are there areas within or around the location which are densely populated or built-up, or occupied 

by sensitive land uses e.g. hospitals, schools, places of worship, community facilities that could be 

affected by the proposal? 

Yes- refer to response to 1(d) above. The site of the proposed works is located in the Dublin Road Housing 

Estate, which is considered a location which is ‘built-up.’  

(g) Are there any areas within or around the location which contain important, high quality or scarce 

resources e.g. groundwater, surface waters, forestry, agriculture, fisheries, tourism, minerals, that 

could be affected by the proposal? 

The site of the proposed works does not contain important, high quality or scarce resources that could be 

affected by the proposal.  

(h) Are there any areas within or around the location which are already subject to pollution or 

environmental damage, and where there has already been a failure in environmental standards that 

could be affected by the proposal e.g. the status of water bodies under the Water Framework 

Directive? 

There are no known areas within or around the site of the proposed works which are already subject to 

pollution or environmental damage, or where there has already been a failure in environmental standards that 

could be affected by the proposal.  

However, given the previous use of the site, specifically its use as a Military Barracks, there is potential for 

some soil contamination on the site.  

(i) Is the site located in an area susceptible to subsidence, landslides, erosion, or flooding which 

could cause the proposal to present environmental problems? 

The site of the proposed works is not located in an area susceptible to subsidence, landslides, erosion or 

flooding which could cause the proposal to present environmental problems.  

The site of the proposed works is low-lying and located within the built-up area of Tuam.  

There are no surface watercourses located on site. The closest surface waterbody is the River Nanny, located 

0.75 km north-east of the site. The River Nanny flows west (approximately 3km) and joins the River Clare, a 

watercourse that discharges into Lough Corrib and within the SAC. The Killeelaun stream which is located 

approximately 900m to the south-west of the site. This flows 3.5km before also discharging the River Clare. 

There is not expected to be any direct effects on surface water as a result of the proposed excavations.  

The proposed site is located in Flood Zone C, where the probability of flooding from rivers and the sea is 

low (less that 0.1% or ‘1 in 1,000’ for both river and coastal flooding). Thus, there is no risk of flooding of 

the proposed site.  

(j) Are there any additional considerations that are specific to this location?   

There are no additional considerations that are specific to this location that are deemed relevant to this 

assessment.  

 

 

6. Characteristics of the Proposed Development  

This Section describes the characteristics of the proposed works, in accordance with Section (B)(1) of Form 

3 in the OPR Practice Note PN02- Environmental Impact Assessment Screening.  
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6.1 Overview of the Proposed Works  

The proposed works include the complete forensic excavation and recovery of all human remains from 

within the area of the memorial garden, as well as any potential human remains in other targeted areas that 

are identified. Any potentially relevant areas of interest are only to be considered as initial findings based 

upon the non-invasive survey conducted by the ETG in July 2017. However, there are subsurface structural 

anomalies that have been established as potentially being similar to that described by the MBHCOI.  

It should be noted however that the passing of the Institutional Burials Act allows for excavations on 

‘relevant residential land’ which does not extend further than 2 metres from the boundary of the land or 

encroach on any part of a dwelling situate on the land. Therefore, the proposed works may be carried out up 

to two metres past the site boundaries delineated in Figure 2. 

The works will be carried out in order to physically, and practically, exhaust all potential for further relevant, 

and preserved, human remains. This would involve an investigation of anomalies identified by a geophysical 

survey and a complete forensic excavation of the memorial garden and recovery of known human remains 

here. 

The following is an overview of the proposed works: 

• Ground-truthing of existing geophysical surveys to determine other areas of interest, which would then 

be subject to test excavations under the necessary Engineering and Health and Safety requirements  

• Excavation methodology with all excavation and analysis, to forensic standard  

• Experienced anthropologists/osteoarchaeologists, forensic archaeologists, administrative, and IT support 

staff  

• Off-site mortuary facilities  

• Full-time security presence, both on-site and off-site  

• Engagement and communication with stakeholders  

The proposed works would require access to the entire site at the Dublin Road Housing Estate for the 

duration of the project. Other areas that are identified as potentially being of interest would be ground-

truthed through archaeological excavation testing. These areas would be within the red-line boundary 

illustrated in Figure 1, but outside the memorial garden. This would involve placing narrow trenches over the 

features and excavating them in a systematic manner to determine the nature and potential scope of any 

possible features of interest. This testing could be used to determine if the areas of interest, are relevant 

and/or contain human remains. These areas would then potentially need to be secured by relevant 

engineering works based on a presumption of similar depths of between 2-3 metres. Each area will be dealt 

with sequentially prior to excavation of the memorial garden so as to minimise any impact within that area 

until it may be investigated.  

A project plan would be required to be put in place that was designed in conjunction with stakeholders. This 

plan should include a detailed consideration of the Engineering design, the Health and Safety Plan, 

excavation methodology and subsequent laboratory analysis. An understanding of expected outcomes would 

need to be communicated with all stakeholders.  

It is envisaged that personnel required would comprise 12 staff on site and 12 staff in the laboratory, 24 in 

total. This includes teams of suitably qualified and experienced anthropologists/osteoarchaeologists with 

expertise in juvenile osteology, forensic archaeologists, administration and IT support staff. Due to the nature 

of the site, and what is being recovered, a full time security presence will be on site for the duration of site 

works. 

The project timeline associated with the proposed works is 12-24 months.  
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6.2 Description of the Proposed Works  

(a) The size and design of the whole of the proposed development (including any demolition works):  

Excavation will begin in the north of the site excavate all levels will be excavated to natural or sterile levels. 

The site will be excavated in sections according to the results of geophysics strategic site management. This 

would involve placing narrow trenches over the features and excavating them in a systematic manner to 

determine the nature and potential scope of any possible features of interest. This testing could be used to 

determine if the areas of interest, are relevant and/or contain human remains. These areas would then 

potentially need to be secured by relevant engineering works based on a presumption of similar depths of 

between 2-3 metres. Each area will be dealt with sequentially prior to excavation of the memorial garden so 

as to minimise any impact within that area until it may be investigated. 

All known human remains would be recovered, unknown anomalies, and the area of the former site of the 

Mother and Baby Home may be excavated in totality. Human remains recovered would be analysed and all 

efforts would be made to individualise the commingled assemblage, using appropriate archaeological, 

osteological, and forensic methods.  

Further laboratory analyses may be considered, depending on the strategic outcomes as defined in any 

project plan. Known human remains would be recovered and the potential for further human remains to be 

located at the site would be established and brought to conclusion.  

In order to consider potential excavation methodologies, the site of the proposed works has been split into 4 

Sectors, as described below: 

1. Sector 1- Area between boundary walls and the perimeter wall of the sewage tank,  

2. Sector 2- Area on top of the existing underground chambers,  

3. Sector 3- Ground between the internal wall of chamber and external wall sewage tank,  

4. Sector 4- Other areas of potential interest 

6.2.1 Sector 1 

Sector 1 is located between the perimeter walls (south) of the historical sewage tank and the boundary walls 

of the adjoining property. The area within Sector 1 of the proposed site is illustrated in Figure 6.1. 

 

Figure 6.1: Sector 1  

There are two excavation options in Sector 1. 
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Option 1 would involve the removal of the existing boundary walls to allow for the battering back of the 

trenches at 30 degrees, the natural repose of the soil, as illustrated in Figure 6.2. 

  

Figure 6.2: Excavation Option 1 – Sector 1  

Option 2 involves the installation of a temporary retaining structure such as steel sheet piles along the line of 

the boundary walls, as illustrated in Figure 6.3. 

The benefits of the sheet pile allow for the existing boundary walls to be retained during the excavation 

process and on completion of backfilling of the site the sheet piles can be recovered by the contractor. The 

depth and widths of the foundations supporting the boundary walls are unknown at the time, it is advisable to 

dig a number trial holes along the boundary walls to determine the extent of the foundations if any. 

 
Figure 6.3: Excavation Option 2- Sector 1  

6.2.2 Sector 2 

Sector 2 is located over the existing underground chambers approximated by the green hatching as shown in 

Figure 6.4. It is proposed to limit the excavations to the width of the chambers along the length of the sewage 

tank in this Sector. The top of this chamber is closed off by means of a concrete slab, spanning from 

perimeter wall to an internal stone wall constructed within the sewage tank. 

Access to each is provided with a rectangular opening. This opening does not allow the safe entry or exit. As 

part of the excavations of Sector 2, the concrete slab is to be removed to allow safe entry into the chambers. 

Removal of the concrete slab allows for the internal dividing walls to be safely demolished. 
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Figure 6.4: Sector 2 

In Sector 2, the topsoil above the chambers will be carefully excavated to the top of the concrete roof slab. 

Due to the chambers being partially full it is important that the contents within the chamber remain 

undamaged during the removal of the concrete slab. 

It is proposed that a safety screen or air bag protection system is installed below the concrete slab to prevent 

damage caused by any falling debris. The concrete slab is to be cut up into sections and carefully lifted by 

means of a suitably sized crane or excavator, ensuring no damage is caused to the sewage tank walls. The 

lifting of the slab can be achieved by installing a number of chemical anchors at various locations which will 

act as lifting eyes.  

6.2.3 Sector 3 

Sector 3 comprises of the excavation for the entire plan area of the sewage tank, as illustrated in Figure 6.5. 

This is considered to be an area of potential importance for the completion of the excavation. Any excavation 

would likely be carried to the base of the sewage tank to a significant depth estimated 2-3 metres deep from 

ground level. 

Generally, the nature of such sewage tank requires the perimeter walls to retain the surrounding ground. 

These existing walls are considered as ‘gravity’ retaining walls by modern engineering description, where 

the weight of the wall provides stabilising resistance. The form of construction of these walls and their 

thickness is unknown at this time. A number of trial holes exposing the perimeter wall is required to 

determine its structural adequacy. If the walls are considered to be structurally unsound then the perimeter of 

the sewage tank requires additional geotechnical retaining design. The full area excavation may allow for an 

alternative access into the underground chambers and provides the demolition contractor access to install 

protective measures to safely remove the concrete slab. 
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Figure 6.5: Sector 3 

There are two excavation options in Sector 3. 

Option 1 involves the demolition of the internal wall to the chamber, in sections. Condition of this wall will 

determine the extent of demolition. The perimeter walls is considered structurally sound to allow for the full 

site to be excavated without additional geotechnical engineering solutions.  

Option 1 is illustrated in Figure 6.6. 

 

Figure 6.6: Excavation Option 1 – Sector 3  

Option 2 – The perimeter walls are considered structurally unsound to allow for the safe excavation of the 

site. It is then required to install steel sheet piling as previously noted within Option 2 of Sector 1. This may 

become necessary for the full perimeter of the historic sewage tank, see Figure 6.7. Stabilisation of the 

existing wall may be required on inspection of its existing condition. 
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Figure 6.7: Excavation Option 2- Sector 3 

6.2.4 Sector 4 

Due to the scale of the former Mother and Baby home site, there is potential for a number of areas of interest 

to exist outside the site of the Memorial Garden.  

At this time, it is not known the exact extent, depth or number of potential excavations that may be required. 

However, excavations can be controlled using methods discussed previously and a combination by the 

following methods;  

1. Full sheeting,  

2. Shoring box,  

3. Battering the sides of the trench by 30 degree,  

4. Circular steel tunnel head system. 

(b) Other existing or permitted projects (including under other legislation that is subject to EIA) that 

could give rise to cumulative effects:  

The Galway County Council Planning website was consulted in order to ascertain if there are any other 

existing or permitted projects that could give rise to cumulative effects, when considered alongside the 

proposed works. No relevant existing or permitted projects were identified which could give rise to potential 

significant environmental effects.  

(c) Use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity: 

Will construction or the operation of the proposal use natural resources such as land, soil, water, 

materials or energy, especially any resources which are non-renewable or are in short supply?  

The proposed works involve the excavation of land at the site of the old Mother and Baby Home in Tuam, 

and, as such, will not require the use of natural resources, outside of what would usually be expected for 

works of this nature. Some energy will be required for the operation of construction compounds, construction 

lighting etc. However, the amount of energy required to facilitate the proposed works is not considered to be 

significant.  

There may be some requirement for water usage at the site; for welfare facilities or indeed for dust 

prevention, in the event that there is any stockpiling of material on site. However again, any water use on site 

is not expected to be significant and would not be outside what would usually be expected for works of this 

nature.  
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(d) Production of waste: 

Will the proposal produce solid wastes during construction, operation, or decommissioning? 

There will be some waste generated on site. Standard domestic waste will be generated in construction 

compounds and welfare facilities. This will be segregated at source, removed from site and disposed of in a 

suitable licenced facility.  

There may be some Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste generated from the proposed works, in the 

form of some asphalt and/or concrete. The quantities of C&D waste are again, not expected to be significant 

and will be removed from site and disposed of in a suitable licenced facility. It is not expected that any waste 

soil will be required to be removed from site. 

It is not considered that there will be any waste soil removed from site. All soil will be reinstated following 

excavation. However, there is potential for some contaminated soil to be present on site, given the sites 

previous uses. Soil should be tested prior to commencement of works and, should the presence of 

contaminated soil be identified, a plan will be put in place for the segregation, storage and removal of this 

soil from site to a licenced facility. 

(e) Pollution and nuisances: 

Will the proposal release pollutants to ground or surface water, or air (including noise and 

vibrations) or water, or lead to exceeding environmental standards set out in other Directives?  

There is potential for some emissions to air to occur as part of the excavation works, however there is not 

expected to be any exceedance in environmental standards set out in relevant Directives. There is not 

expected to be any emissions to ground or surface water as a result of the proposed excavation works. Refer 

to Section 7 for a detailed description of the types and characteristics of effects.  

(f) Major accidents and disasters: 

In accordance with scientific knowledge, is there a risk of major accidents and/or disasters which 

are relevant to the project, including those caused by climate change?   

Given the scale and nature of the proposed excavation works, there is not considered to be any risk of major 

accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to the project.  

When working within confined spaces and in trenches all health and safety procedures must be followed in 

accordance with the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005, Safety, Health and Welfare at Work 

(Construction) Regulations 2013 (as amended) and the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General 

Application) Regulations 2007 (as amended). All working permits, method statements, risk assessment etc., 

are to be fully complied with and suitably qualified and insured contractors to be employed for the duration 

of the project. Health and Safety consultants should be appointed to advice on the excavations and working 

within confined spaces.  

On-site monitoring of the proposed geotechnical measures and existing stone walls are considered essential 

during the course of the project. All demolition works will be in accordance with the relevant code of 

practice and to be completed by a suitably qualified and insured contractor. 

(g) Risks to human health, for example due to water contamination or air pollution:  

There is some potential for the proposed excavation works to give rise to human health effects. Refer to 

Section 7 for a detailed description of the types and characteristics of effects. 
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7. Types and Characteristics of Potential Effects 

This Section describes the types and characteristics of potential impacts, in accordance with Section (B)(3) 

of Form 3 of the OPR Practice Note PN02- Environmental Impact Assessment Screening.  

7.1 Population and Human Health 

7.1.1 Population 

As outlined in Section 5, the proposed site is surrounded by two-storey residential dwellings, many of which 

share a boundary with the site. A large portion of these residential dwellings have a clear view over the 

playground area, and into the memorial garden. There is as such, potential for residents to witness the works 

taking place on site, which are extremely sensitive in nature. The Contractor will make use of hoarding and 

tenting in so far as possible, prior to any works commencing on site, so that all potential visibility of the 

works is screened. The site will have a full-time security presence, will be fully secured, and closed to 

members of the public for the project duration.  

Having regard to the sensitive nature of the proposed works, there is potential that the residents of Tuam, and 

in particular the residents of the Dublin Road Housing Estate may experience some anxiety or psychological 

unrest during the time of the excavations. Local residents will be consulted on relevant matters before any 

works commence and dedicated community liaison arrangements will be in place for the duration of the 

project.  

There will be a slight increase in traffic movements in the Dublin Road Housing Estate, resulting from 

material being removed from site, as well as general access and egress of site workers. However, having 

regard to the scale and nature of the project, as well as the project timeline, this increase is not expected to be 

significant, and disruption to local residents is expected to be minimal. Detailed project and transport 

planning will seek to minimise the level of disruption for local residents. 

7.1.2 Human Health 

The proposed works have the potential to give rise to a range of human health effects.  

As discussed in Section 7.1.1, the sensitive nature of the proposed works have the potential to give rise to 

anxiety or stress. Local residents will be consulted on relevant matters before any works commence and 

dedicated community liaison arrangements will be in place for the duration of the project. 

The proposed excavation works has the potential to attract pests. A Pest Control Plan will be prepared by the 

Contractor prior to the commencement of works which will detail how to control rodents during the course 

of the works.  

7.2 Biodiversity 

As outlined in Section 5, the proposed site is not considered to be of significant biodiversity significance. 

The proposed works will involve the removal of some amenity grassland and the potential cut-back or 

removal of a small number of hedges around the perimeter of the site. None of these hedges are considered 

to be significant from an ecology perspective.  

No potential significant negative effects on biodiversity are thus likely to occur as a result of the proposed 

works.  

7.3 Land, Soil and Water 

The proposed works will require the excavation of the memorial garden, or, in a worse-case scenario, the 

entire site indicated in Figure 5.2. The extent of the excavation works is not fully known at this time, but 

likely to reach a depth of 2-3m across the site.  

During excavations, soil will be stockpiled on site, as required, and managed in accordance with all 

construction best practice measures.  
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As discussed in Section 1, there is potential for some contaminated soil to be present on site, given the site’s 

previous uses. Soil should be tested prior to commencement of works and, should the presence of 

contaminated soil be identified, a plan will be put in place for the segregation, storage and removal of this 

soil from site to a licenced facility.  

There may be some C&D waste generated from the proposed works, in the form of and some asphalt and/or 

concrete. The quantities of C&D waste are not expected to be significant and will be removed from site and 

disposed of in a suitable licenced facility.  

There are no surface watercourses located on site. The closest surface waterbody is the River Nanny, located 

0.75 km north-east of the site. The River Nanny flows west (approximately 3km) and joins the River Clare, a 

watercourse that discharges into Lough Corrib and within the SAC. The Killeelaun stream which is located 

approximately 900m to the south-west of the site. This flows 3.5km before also discharging the River Clare. 

There is not expected to be any direct effects on surface water as a result of the proposed excavations.  

The site is located within the bedrock aquifer: Karstified (conduit), a regionally important aquifer. There are 

no bedrock aquifer fault lines in proximity to the site. The water-table depth and variability is unknown at 

present but likely fluctuates seasonally. With no site investigation details presented, it is assumed that the 

water table for the area is 2.5/3.0 metres below existing ground level. Human remains currently lie in a 

context with a potential depth of 2.75m. They are subjected to the movement of ground water due to the 

nature of the feature they are contained within.  

Irish Water Datasets detail a combined drainage system bordering the north of the site. This network serves 

the foul and storm water from the houses to the north and extends though the site access from Dublin Road 

Estate. Existing surface water is drained from the site using this network. The site is located within the 

agglomeration served by Tuam Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). Surface water will enter the 

combined system and travel though the network to reach the WWTP. Here the water undergoes treatment 

from a conventional aeration system before discharging into the River Clare (ING: M 41238 52343). 

As part of the proposed works, a sump will be constructed within all open excavations to allow for a pump to 

be placed to remove any water gathering in the trenches. Water will be pumped to the forementioned 

combined drainage system- as discussed below. All pipe work required to achieve this will be installed prior 

to excavation works commencing on site.  

There is potential, as in any construction or excavation site, for a pollution event to occur resulting in 

contamination. All machinery will be stored in a bunded construction compound on site. No fuels will be 

stored on site. Best practice construction practises will be implemented.  

No likely significant effects on land and soil are expected to occur as a result of the proposed works.  

7.4 Air, Noise and Climate 

Tuam is located in Air Quality Zone D. The closest air quality monitoring station to the proposed site is 

located in Claremorris, Co. Mayo. At the time of writing this report, there has been no known recent issues 

with air quality in the area.  

There is potential for air quality effects during the excavation works at which have the potential to cause 

short-term disturbance to nearby sensitive receivers. 

Air emissions from the exhausts of construction plant, machinery and haulage trucks have potential to be 

elevated during construction but are not expected to be significant, given the scale of the proposed works. 

Taking into consideration the routine construction methodologies (including dust minimisation) to be 

employed on site, the location of the proposed works in an urban setting, and the short-term nature of the 

construction works, no significant effects on air quality are predicted during the proposed works. 

From a noise perspective, none of the roads in close proximity to the site are included in the Galway County 

Noise Action Plan, or indeed mapped as part of the Strategic Noise Maps. Thus, there are no known issues 

with noise emanating from the nearby R332, or indeed the existing railway line to the south-east of the site.  

There is potential for noise to be generated during the proposed works due to construction traffic and 

machinery operation.  
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However, given that most of the proposed excavations will be completed manually, this is not expected to be 

significant. No works will take place outside of normal construction working hours (i.e. 07:00 to19:00, 

Mondays – Fridays and 08:00-16:30 on Saturdays), ensuring no noise impacts outside of these times. Noise 

emissions will be managed by the implementation of control measures. Examples of measures to be 

employed include the selection of quiet plant, not leaving plant idling and maintenance of plant to minimise 

noise generation. A full list of measures will be proposed and implemented by the contractor in advance of 

the construction works.  

No significant vibration impacts are envisaged during the construction phase. Construction plant with 

potential to cause vibration impacts are likely to be used such as excavators and dumper trucks. There may 

be limited sheet piling activities required in the excavations, but this will be minimised as far as possible. 

Any potential vibration impacts during the proposed works will be managed by the implementation of 

control measures. A full list of measures will be proposed and implemented by the contractor in advance of 

the construction works. 

7.5 Archaeology, Architecture and Cultural Heritage 

There are no protected structures or Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) in the vicinity of the proposed 

works. As outlined in Section 3, the memorial garden at the site was registered in 2016 as an archaeological 

monument, i.e. a Children’s Burial ground (SMR GA043-141----), but subsequent to the excavations carried 

out by the Mother and Baby Home Commission of Investigation, the classification was made “a redundant 

record.” Thus, there is not likely to be any significant negative effects on any recorded or protected features 

of archaeological or architectural features of significant.  

As described in Section 3, the proposed site is a known burial ground and site of the old Union Workhouse, 

Military Barracks and then Mother and Baby Home, and the proposed works involve the forensic 

archaeological excavation and exhumation of human remains at the proposed site. Thus, there is potential for 

the works to give rise to negative effects on archaeological features, in the absence of detailed mitigation 

measures.  

Due to the lack of knowledge about the site, and the remains interred within, a process known as 

‘Humanitarian Forensic Action’ will be applied as part of the proposed works. This will allow for work to 

take place under forensic controls, so that evidence will be treated correctly and preserved, should it be 

required in the future for judicial proceedings. This will require meticulous excavation and recording 

throughout the excavation and recovery of remains. It will therefore require increased resources throughout 

both the fieldwork and post-excavation stages. 

It is of utmost importance that the excavation work be carried out by experienced and competent 

professionals using the most informed methodologies. The forensic and archaeological protocols cannot be 

detailed here (when the location and nature of those potential excavations are unknown).  

However, with regard to the excavation of the chambered tanks within the memorial garden, where the tanks, 

together with the comingled/disarticulated remains, pose a particular challenge, some of the requirements can 

be predicted.  

The Technical Report on the Tuam Site (Expert Technical Group, 2017) outlines the following measures that 

will be put in place during the works, as summarised below.  

Soils need to be removed in stratigraphic sequence where possible using principles that do not destroy the 

stratigraphic interfaces. Once access to the tanks is gained safely, a full record of the commingled skeletal 

remains should be made by scaled drawings and 3D photogrammetry and photographs. While notes would 

be made by the osteoarchaeologists present, the polar ends of each bone could also be recorded (using 

EDM/Total Station) and labelled accordingly. The position of all other material and debris (i.e. timber, 

plastics, rubble) would also be accurately mapped. The skeletal remains might then be retrieved as the 

deposit material is excavated and sampled. All spoil material from these deposits would subsequently be 

sieved for minute traces of evidence. All this must be done without causing cross-contamination of potential 

DNA samples.  

The area of known human remains within the memorial garden is currently the only location for which the 

practicalities of forensic excavation methodology might be surmised.  
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The restricted nature of the site and the depth at which any forensic archaeological excavation must reach 

poses considerable challenges. These solutions use a series of shoring measures to ensure the safe access to 

the full depth of the known sewage tank here. It becomes clear from an engineering viewpoint that the outer 

surfaces of the memorial garden would need to excavated first, followed by the interior of the sewage tank, 

before access could be gained into the 20 chambers. It also suggests the possibility of removing a portion of 

the boundary wall and adjoining sheds as an option to create a safe working environment. Even with these 

measures in place, the depth and size of the chambers mean that the workspace available would be 

considered a confined space.  

The duration and scale of any forensic excavation results in the site being categorised as a ‘construction site’ 

under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and Safety Health and Welfare at Work 

Construction Regulations 2013.  

In addition to assessment of deposits, features and human remains, tool-marks, trace evidence, artefacts, 

biological and chemical evidence, and entomology are issues which need to be addressed throughout the 

forensic excavation. A comprehensive but practical sampling strategy will be applied at every stage of the 

forensic excavation. Finally, all of these procedures of the forensic excavation will be conducted at all times 

with an awareness of contamination, using agreed measures of access and protective clothing. 

Excavation of the entire area of the former Mother and Baby Home should be avoided, where possible, as it 

is the site of an earlier Union Workhouse, and where the potential for 19th century burials has been 

demonstrated, it is likely that archaeological remains would be uncovered.  

Burials from the famine period may not always be immediately differentiated from 20th century graves. This 

may require some archaeological/forensic excavation to decipher and thus an archaeological excavation 

licence. It would therefore be prudent for any future investigatory team to equip itself with an archaeological 

excavation licence in advance so that any archaeological material inadvertently or incidentally uncovered 

during forensic investigations could be dealt with in the most expeditious manner possible. The National 

Monuments Service recommended that only the minimum amount of interference necessary take place with 

19th century workhouse features or burials, to avoid forensic investigations becoming caught up with 

unrelated archaeological material and the resources involved in dealing with such material appropriately. The 

archaeological materials would necessarily be recorded to forensic standards, comparable to (and often 

surpassing) those standards used in traditional archaeological practice.  

However, should it be the case that there are numerous or expansive areas that contain relevant interments, 

then it may become more effective to completely excavate the entire area.  

Ultimately, there is potential for the proposed works to give rise to negative effects on archaeology. However 

a detailed archaeological excavation plan will be drawn up prior to any works commencing on site, and a 

suite of measures will be established to avoid any disturbance or damage to features of significance.  

7.6 Landscape and Visual 

As described in Section 5, the proposed site is not considered to be of any landscape sensitivity significance. 

However, given the extremely sensitive nature of the proposed works, as well as the proximity of the 

surrounding residential dwellings to the site, there will be a need for the erection of hoarding and tenting. 

Thus, there is potential for slight negative landscape and visual effects during the works, however these are 

considered to be minor in nature and short-term.  

7.7 Material Assets  

As described in Section 7.3, Irish Water Datasets detail a combined drainage system bordering the north of 

the site. This network serves the foul and storm water from the houses to the north and extends though the 

site access from Dublin Road Estate. Existing surface water is drained from the site using this network. The 

site is located within the agglomeration served by Tuam Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). Surface 

water will enter the combined system and travel though the network to reach the WWTP. Here the water 

undergoes treatment from a conventional aeration system before discharging into the River Clare (ING: M 

41238 52343). 
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During excavation, a sump will be constructed within all open excavations to allow for a pump to be placed 

to remove any water gathering in the trenches. Water will be pumped to the forementioned combined 

drainage system. All pipe work required to achieve this will be installed prior to excavation works 

commencing on site. 

No other existing infrastructure is understood to be present on site, with the exception of the disused sewer 

tank.  

There will be a slight increase in traffic movements in the Dublin Road Housing Estate, resulting from 

material being removed from site, as well as general access and egress of site workers. However, having 

regard to the scale and nature of the project, as well as the project timeline, this increase is not expected to be 

significant, and disruption to local residents is expected to be minimal. Detailed project and transport 

planning will seek to minimise the level of disruption for local residents. 

No likely significant effects on material assets are predicted.  

7.8 Cumulative Effects 

The Galway County Council Planning website was consulted in order to ascertain if there are any other 

existing or permitted projects that could give rise to cumulative effects, when considered alongside the 

proposed works. No other existing or permitted projects were identified which could give rise to potential 

significant environmental effects.  

Further, given that there are no likely significant effects identified as a result of the proposed works, no 

cumulative effects are identified.  

7.9 Transboundary Effects 

As described in Section 5, the site of the proposed works is approximately 0.48Ha, located in the Dublin 

Road Housing Estate in Tuam, County Galway. The proposed works will be minor in nature and scale. Thus, 

there is no potential for transboundary effects to occur as a result of the proposed works. 

 

 

8. Screening Conclusion  

The conclusion of the EIA Screening is based on the nature of the proposed works, the baseline environment 

in the area and the likely significant effects of the proposed works.  

The nature, scale and location of the proposed works are such that there is no real likelihood of significant 

effects on the environment arising from the proposed works. It is the conclusion of Arup’s EIA screening 

exercise that an EIA is not required. The final determination in this regard will be made by the competent 

authority. 
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Appendix A 
Form 3- OPR Screening Checklist  
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Screening Determination: 

A. Case Details: 

Planning Register Reference: 

Development Summary: Forensic Excavation and Recovery of Known Human Remains with 

Further Evaluation/Excavation or other Areas of Potential 

Burial/Interest at the site of the former Mother and Baby home in 

Tuam, County Galway.  

 Yes / No / N/A: Comment (if relevant): 

Does the application include information 

specified in Schedule 7A? 

Yes  

Other relevant information submitted: N/A  

Does the application include a NIS and/or other 

reports to enable AA screening? 

Yes Report for the Purposes of AA Screening 

 

Is an IED/IPC/Waste Licence or Wastewater 

Discharge Authorisation (or review of licence/ 

authorisation) required from the EPA for the 

subject development?  

No   

If YES has the EPA been consulted? N/A  

Have any other relevant3 assessments of the 

effects on the environment been carried out 

pursuant to other relevant Directives –for 

example SEA or AA? 

AA Report for the Purposes of AA Screening 

Prepared 

B. Examination: 

1. Characteristics of proposed development 

(including demolition, construction, operation, or decommissioning): 

•  If relevant, briefly describe the characteristics of the 

development 

(i.e. the nature and extent): 

a. The size and design of the whole of the 

proposed development (including any 

demolition works): 

The site of the proposed works is approximately 0.48 Ha. The 

proposed works are described in Section 5 of this report and 

comprise of the forensic excavation and recovery of known human 

remains with further evaluation/excavation or other areas of potential 

burial/interest. 

b. Other existing or permitted projects 

(including under other legislation that is 

subject to EIA) that could give rise to 

cumulative effects: 

The Galway County Council Planning website was consulted in 

order to ascertain if there are any other existing or permitted projects 

that could give rise to cumulative effects, when considered alongside 

the proposed works. No other existing or permitted projects were 

identified which could give rise to potential significant 

environmental effects.  

Further, given that there are no likely significant effects identified as 

a result of the proposed works, no cumulative effects are identified. 

c. Use of natural resources, in particular land, 

soil, water and biodiversity: 

 

The proposed works involve the excavation of land at the site of the 

old Mother and Baby Home in Tuam, and, as such, will not require 

the use of natural resources, outside of what would usually be 

expected for works of this nature.  

 

3 Relevant assessments are those which have a significant bearing on the project.  
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Screening Determination: 

Will construction or the operation of the proposal 

use natural resources such as land, soil, water, 

materials or energy, especially any resources 

which are non-renewable or are in short supply? 

Some energy will be required for the operation of construction 

compounds, construction lighting etc. However, the amount of 

energy required to facilitate the proposed works is not considered to 

be significant. There may be some requirement for water usage at the 

site; for welfare facilities or indeed for dust prevention, in the even 

that there is any stockpiling of material on site. However again, any 

water use on site is not expected to be significant and would not be 

outside what would usually be expected for works of this nature. 

d. Production of waste: 

Will the proposal produce solid wastes during 

construction, operation, or decommissioning? 

There will be some waste generated on site. Standard domestic waste 

will be generated in construction compounds and welfare facilities. 

This will be segregated at source, removed from site and disposed of 

in a suitable licenced facility.  

There may be some Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste 

generated from the proposed works, in the form of some asphalt 

and/or concrete. The quantities of C&D waste are again, not 

expected to be significant and will be removed from site and 

disposed of in a suitable licenced facility. It is not considered that 

there will be any waste soil removed from site. All soil will be 

reinstated following excavation. However, there is potential for some 

contaminated soil to be present on site, given the sites previous uses. 

Soil should be tested prior to commencement of works and, should 

the presence of contaminated soil be identified, a plan will be put in 

place for the segregation, storage and removal of this soil from site to 

a licenced facility. 

e. Pollution and nuisances: 

Will the proposal release pollutants to ground or 

surface water, or air (including noise and 

vibrations) or water, or lead to exceeding 

environmental standards set out in other 

Directives? 

There is potential for some emissions to air to occur as part of the 

excavation works, however there is not expected to be any 

exceedance in environmental standards set out in other Directives. 

There is not expected to be any emissions to ground or surface water 

as a result of the proposed excavation works. Refer to Section 7 of 

report or Section 3 of this checklist for a detailed description of the 

types and characteristics of effects. 

f.  Major accidents and disasters: 

In accordance with scientific knowledge, is there 

a risk of major accidents and/or disasters which 

are relevant to the project, including those 

caused by climate change? 

Given the scale and nature of the proposed excavation works, there is 

not considered to be any risk of major accidents and/or disasters 

which are relevant to the project.  

When working within confined spaces and in trenches all health and 

safety procedures must be followed in accordance with the Safety, 

Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005, Safety, Health and Welfare 

at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013 (as amended) and the 

Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) 

Regulations 2007 (as amended). All working permits, method 

statements, risk assessment etc., are to be fully complied with and 

suitably qualified and insured contractors to be employed for the 

duration of the project. Health and Safety consultants should be 

appointed to advice on the excavations and working within confined 

spaces.  

On-site monitoring of the proposed geotechnical measures and 

existing stone walls are considered essential during the course of the 

project. All demolition works will be in accordance with the relevant 

code of practice and to be completed by a suitably qualified and 

insured contractor 

g. Risks to human health, for example due to 

water contamination or air pollution: 
There is some potential for the proposed excavation works to give 

rise to human health effects. Refer to Section 7 of this report or 

section 3of this checklist for a detailed description of the types and 

characteristics of effects. 
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Screening Determination: 

2. Location of proposed development: 

The environmental sensitivity of geographical 

areas likely to be affected by the proposed 

development: 

If relevant, briefly describe the characteristics of the location  

 

(with particular regard to the (a) existing and approved land use, (b) 

the relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity 

of natural resources, and (c) the absorption capacity of the 

environment): 

a. Generally describe the location of the site 

and its surroundings: 
The site of the proposed works is located within the Dublin Road 

Housing Estate in Tuam, County Galway, as illustrated in Figure 4.1. 

The site measures 0.48ha and is made up of a memorial garden, 

playground area, access roadways and grassed areas. The site was 

previously occupied by a Union Workhouse, and then a Mother and 

Baby Home. The memorial garden was created and curated by locals 

to commemorate the lives lost during the period in which the Mother 

and Baby Home operated (1925-1961) within the site.  

The memorial garden at the site had been registered in 2016 as an 

archaeological monument, i.e., a Children’s Burial ground (SMR 

GA043-141----), but subsequent to the excavations carried out by the 

Mother and Baby Home Commission of Investigation, the 

classification was made “a redundant record” 

A structure of significance is located within the boundaries of the 

memorial garden. It is an elongated structure, comprising 20 

chambers, with juvenile human remains identified in 17 of those 

chambers. Information relating to the chambers state that all are deep 

and narrow and are broadly equivalent in size. This chamber is 

considered to have once been in use as a sewage tank. 

b. Is the project located within, close to or has 

it the potential to impact on any site 

specified in Article 103(3)(a)(v) of the 

Regulations: 

• European site  

• NHA/pNHA 

• Designated Nature Reserve 

• Designated refuge for flora or fauna  

• Place, site or feature of ecological 

interest, the preservation, conservation, 

protection of which is an objective of a 

development plan/ local area plan/ draft 

plan or variation of a plan. 

The nearest European site to the site of the proposed works is Lough 

Corrib SAC, with is located approximately 3km north-west and 4km 

south-east of the site. There are no known hydrological connections 

from the site to the SAC.  

The nearest Natural Heritage Area/proposed Natural Heritage Area 

to the site is Knockavanny Turlough, which is located approximately 

4.5km to the north-east of the site. Belclare Turlough is located 

approximately 5.5km to the west of the site.  

There are no nature reserves, or nature designated areas of refuge for 

flora or fauna at or near the site of the proposed works. The site is 

not considered to be of significant ecological interest, refer to 

Section 5 for further information. 

c. Are there any other areas on or around the 

location that are important or sensitive for 

reasons of their ecology e.g. wetlands, 

watercourses or other waterbodies 

(including riparian areas and river mouths), 

the coastal zone and the marine 

environment, mountains, forests or 

woodlands, that could be affected by the 

project?  

The site of the proposed works is located in an existing residential 

area, within the town of Tuam. As illustrated in Figures 4.3 and 4.4 

below, the proposed site consists of areas of hard-standing and areas 

of amenity grassland. It is not considered that there are any species 

of rich biodiversity value on the site, and there are no other areas on 

or around the site that are considered important or sensitive for 

reasons of their ecology. 

d. Is the proposal likely to be highly visible to 

many people? Are there any areas or 

features of high landscape or scenic value 

on or around the location, or are there any 

routes or facilities that are used by the 

public for recreation or other facilities 

which could be affected by the proposal? 

As previously described, the proposed site is located in the Dublin 

Road Housing Estate in Tuam, County Galway. The proposed site is 

low-lying, surrounded at its perimeter by a concrete wall ranging in 

height from approximately 1m around the playground, to 4m at its 

highest point, at the memorial garden. The site is not considered to 

be of significant landscape character significance.  

There are a number of two-storey residential dwellings located in 

immediate proximity to the site, many of which share a boundary 

with the same. A large portion of these residential dwellings have a 

clear view over the playground area of the site.  
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Screening Determination: 

There is currently a disused playground and parking spaces within a 

portion of the site. 

e. Are there any areas or features of historic 

or cultural importance on or around the 

location that could be affected by the 

project? 

The memorial garden at the site had been registered in 2016 as an 

archaeological monument, i.e. a Children’s Burial ground (SMR 

GA043-141----), but subsequent to the excavations carried out by the 

Mother and Baby Home Commission of Investigation, the 

classification was made “a redundant record.” 

f. Are there areas within or around the 

location which are densely populated or 

built-up, or occupied by sensitive land uses 

e.g. hospitals, schools, places of worship, 

community facilities that could be affected 

by the proposal? 

Yes- refer to response to 1(d) above. The site of the proposed works 

is located in the Dublin Road Housing Estate, which is considered a 

location which is ‘built-up’ and which contains community facilities 

that could be affected by the proposal. 

g. Are there any areas within or around the 

location which contain important, high 

quality or scarce resources e.g. 

groundwater, surface waters, forestry, 

agriculture, fisheries, tourism, minerals, 

that could be affected by the proposal? 

The site of the proposed works does not contain important, high 

quality or scarce resources that could be affected by the proposal. 

h. Are there any areas within or around the 

location which are already subject to 

pollution or environmental damage, and 

where there has already been a failure in 

environmental standards that could be 

affected by the proposal e.g. the status of 

water bodies under the Water Framework 

Directive? 

There are no known areas within or around the site of the proposed 

works which are already subject to pollution or environmental 

damage, or where there has already been a failure in environmental 

standards that could be affected by the proposal. However, given the 

previous use of the site, specifically its use as a Military Barracks, 

there is potential for some soil contamination on the site. 

i. Is the site located in an area susceptible to 

subsidence, landslides, erosion, or flooding 

which could cause the proposal to present 

environmental problems? 

The site of the proposed works is not located in an area susceptible to 

subsidence, landslides, erosion or flooding which could cause the 

proposal to present environmental problems.  

The site of the proposed works is low-lying and located within the 

built-up area of Tuam.  

There are no surface watercourses located on site. The closest 

surface waterbody is the River Nanny, located 0.75 km north-east of 

the site. The River Nanny flows west (approximately 3km) and joins 

the River Clare, a watercourse that discharges into Lough Corrib and 

within the SAC. The Killeelaun stream which is located 

approximately 900m to the south-west of the site. This flows 3.5km 

before also discharging the River Clare. There is not expected to be 

any direct effects on surface water as a result of the proposed 

excavations.  

The proposed site is located in Flood Zone C, where the probability 

of flooding from rivers and the sea is low (less that 0.1% or ‘1 in 

1000’ for both river and coastal flooding). Thus, there is no risk of 

flooding of the proposed site. 

j. Are there any additional considerations 

that are specific to this location?  
There are no additional considerations that are specific to this 

location that are deemed relevant to this assessment. 
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Screening Determination: 

3. Types and characteristics of potential impacts: 

If relevant, briefly describe the characteristics 

of the potential impacts under the headings 

below. 

(including where relevant the magnitude and 

spatial extent of the impact (e.g. geographical 

areas and size of population likely to be 

affected), nature of impact, intensity and 

complexity of impact, probability of impact, and 

duration, frequency and reversibility of the 

impact): 

If relevant, briefly describe any mitigation 

measures proposed to avoid or prevent a 

significant effect. 

 

Is this likely to 

result in 

significant 

effects on the 

environment? 

 

Population and human health: 

There is potential for residents to witness the 

works taking place on site, which are extremely 

sensitive in nature.  

There is potential that the residents of Tuam, and 

in particular the residents of the Dublin Road 

Housing Estate may experience some anxiety or 

psychological unrest during the time of the 

excavations. 

There will be a slight increase in traffic 

movements in the Dublin Road Housing Estate, 

resulting from material being removed from site, 

as well as general access and egress of site 

workers. However, having regard to the scale and 

nature of the project, as well as the project 

timeline, this increase is not expected to be 

significant, and disruption to local residents is 

expected to be minimal. 

The proposed excavation works has the potential 

to attract pests. 

The Contractor will make use of hoarding and 

tenting in so far as possible, prior to any works 

commencing on site, so that all potential 

visibility of the works is screened. The site will 

have a full-time security presence, will be fully 

secured, and closed to members of the public for 

the project duration. 

Local residents will be consulted on relevant 

matters before any works commence and 

dedicated community liaison arrangements will 

be in place for the duration of the project.  

Detailed project and transport planning will seek 

to minimise the level of disruption for local 

residents. 

A Pest Control Plan will be prepared by the 

Contractor prior to the commencement of works 

which will detail how to control rodents during 

the course of the works. 

No  

Biodiversity, with particular attention to species and habitats protected under the Habitats Directive and the Birds 

Directive.4 *  

No potential significant negative effects on 

biodiversity are thus likely to occur as a result of 

the proposed works. 

No  No 

Land, soil, water, air and climate: 

The proposed works will require the excavation 

of the memorial garden, or, in a worse-case 

scenario, the entire site indicated in Figure 5.2. 

The extent of the excavation works is not fully 

known at this time, but likely to reach a depth of 

2-3m across the site.  

During excavations, soil will be stockpiled on 

site, as required, and managed in accordance with 

all construction best practise measures. As 

discussed in Section 1, there is potential for some 

contaminated soil to be present on site, given the 

sites previous uses.  

There may be some C&D waste generated from 

the proposed works, in the form of and some 

asphalt and/or concrete.  

Soil will be tested prior to commencement of 

works and, should the presence of contaminated 

soil be identified, a plan will be put in place for 

the segregation, storage and removal of this soil 

from site to a licenced facility.  

As part of the proposed works, a sump will be 

constructed within all open excavations to allow 

for a pump to be placed to remove any water 

gathering in the trenches. Water will be pumped 

to the forementioned combined drainage system- 

as discussed below. All pipe work required to 

achieve this will be installed prior to excavation 

works commencing on site.  

All machinery will be stored in a bunded 

construction compound on site.  

No  

 

4 *And with particular regard to areas specified in Article 103(3)(a)(v) of the Regulations. 
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Screening Determination: 

The quantities of C&D waste are not expected to 

be significant and will be removed from site and 

disposed of in a suitable licenced facility.  

There are no surface watercourses located on site. 

The closest surface waterbody is the River 

Nanny, located 0.75 km north-east of the site. 

The River Nanny flows west (approximately 

3km) and joins the River Clare, a watercourse 

that discharges into Lough Corrib and within the 

SAC. The Killeelaun stream which is located 

approximately 900m to the south-west of the site. 

This flows 3.5km before also discharging the 

River Clare.  

There is not expected to be any direct effects on 

surface water as a result of the proposed 

excavations.  

The site is located within the bedrock aquifer: 

Karstified (conduit), a regionally important 

aquifer. There are no bedrock aquifer fault lines 

in proximity to the site. The water-table depth 

and variability is unknown at present but likely 

fluctuates seasonally. With no site investigation 

details presented, it is assumed that the water 

table for the area is 2.5/3.0 metres below existing 

ground level. Human remains currently lie in a 

context with a potential depth of 2.75m. They are 

subjected to the movement of ground water due 

to the nature of the feature they are contained 

within.  

Irish Water Datasets detail a combined drainage 

system bordering the north of the site. This 

network serves the foul and storm water from the 

houses to the north and extends though the site 

access from Dublin Road Estate. Existing surface 

water is drained from the site using this network. 

The site is located within the agglomeration 

served by Tuam Wastewater Treatment Plant 

(WWTP). Surface water will enter the combined 

system and travel though the network to reach the 

WWTP. Here the water undergoes treatment 

from a conventional aeration system before 

discharging into the River Clare (ING: M 41238 

52343). 

There is potential, as in any construction or 

excavation site, for a pollution event to occur 

resulting in contamination.  

No fuels will be stored on site. Best practice 

construction methods will be implemented. 

 

Material assets, cultural heritage and the landscape:*  

There are no protected structures or Architectural 

Conservation Areas (ACAs) in the vicinity of the 

proposed works. Thus, there is not likely to be 

any significant negative effects on any recorded 

or protected features of archaeological or 

architectural features of significant. 

As described in Section 3, the proposed site is a 

known burial ground and site of the old Union 

Workhouse, Military Barracks and then Mother 

and Baby Home, and the proposed works involve 

the forensic archaeological excavation and 

exhumation of human remains at the proposed 

site. 

Refer to The Technical Report on the Tuam Site 

(Expert Technical Group, 2017) for detailed 

measures- as summarised in Section 7.5 of this 

report.  

Detailed project and transport planning will seek 

to minimise the level of disruption for local 

residents. 

No  
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Screening Determination: 

Thus, there is potential for the works to give rise 

to negative effects on archaeological features, in 

the absence of detailed mitigation measures.  

The proposed site is not considered to be of any 

landscape sensitivity significance.  

However, given the extremely sensitive nature of 

the proposed works, as well as the proximity of 

the surrounding residential dwellings to the site, 

there will be a need for the erection of hoarding 

and tenting. Thus, there is potential for slight 

negative landscape and visual effects during the 

works, however these are considered to be minor 

in nature and short-term. 

Irish Water Datasets detail a combined drainage 

system bordering the north of the site.  

This network serves the foul and storm water 

from the houses to the north and extends though 

the site access from Dublin Road Estate. Existing 

surface water is drained from the site using this 

network. The site is located within the 

agglomeration served by Tuam Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (WWTP). Surface water will 

enter the combined system and travel though the 

network to reach the WWTP. Here the water 

undergoes treatment from a conventional aeration 

system before discharging into the River Clare 

(ING: M 41238 52343). 

During excavation, a sump will be constructed 

within all open excavations to allow for a pump 

to be placed to remove any water gathering in the 

trenches. Water will be pumped to the 

forementioned combined drainage system. All 

pipe work required to achieve this will be 

installed prior to excavation works commencing 

on site 

Cumulative effects: 

The Galway County Council Planning website 

was consulted in order to ascertain if there are 

any other existing or permitted projects that 

could give rise to cumulative effects, when 

considered alongside the proposed works. No 

other existing or permitted projects were 

identified which could give rise to potential 

significant environmental effects.  

Further, given that there are no likely significant 

effects identified as a result of the proposed 

works, no cumulative effects are identified. 

 No  

Transboundary effects: 

As described in Section 5, the site of the 

proposed works is approximately 0.48Ha, located 

in the Dublin Road Housing Estate in Tuam, 

County Galway. The proposed works will be 

minor in nature and scale. Thus, there is no 

potential for transboundary effects to occur as a 

result of the proposed works.  

 No  
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Screening Determination: 

4. Additional Considerations: 

Further relevant information, if any, relating to 

how the results of any other relevant assessments 

of the effects on the environment have been taken 

into account (e.g. SEA, AA screening, AA): 

The conclusions of the AA Screening Report have been considered 

in the preparation of this report.  

Other relevant information/ considerations of 

note: 

 

C. Determination:  

No real likelihood of significant effects on the 

environment. 

x 
EIAR is not 

required 

Real likelihood of significant effects on the 

environment. 

 
EIAR is 

required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Reasons and Considerations: 

Having regard to the criteria in Schedule 7, the information provided in accordance with Schedule 7A of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and the following: 

a. Set out the main reasons and considerations specific to the nature, size, or location of the proposed development, 

and the types and characteristics of potential impacts: 

b. Where relevant, reference any key mitigation measures of significance to the screening determination: 

c. Where relevant, reference the results of any other relevant assessments of the effects on the environment (e.g. SEA, 

AA screening, AA): 

d. Any other relevant information: 

It is considered that the proposed development would/ would not be likely to have significant effects on the 

environment and that the preparation and submission of an environmental impact report is/ is not therefore 

required.  


