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Teagasc & ACA - ACRES Queries to DAFM 

Tuesday 1 November 2022 

Wednesday 2 November 2022 

Monday 7 November 2022 

 

Application process 

1. Must the 0.5 ha of Natura required for Tier 1 access be eligible land on the 2022 BPS? 

The applicant must have at least 0.5 ha of land within the Natura (SAC/SPA) mapped area in 2021. To 
be considered for TIER 1 priority access, one of the actions as outlined below must be selected on an 
area intersecting the Natura mapped area. The area under the Natura mapped area may contain a 
redlined area, however the actions listed below cannot be chosen in a LPIS parcel with an MEA=0. 
 

Private Natura sites 
Grassland  

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Natura (SAC/SPA) 
mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry 
to the ACRES General approach.  
To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. or b. must 
be selected on an area intersecting the Natura mapped area.  
a. Low Input Grassland  

b. Extensively Grazed Pasture  
 

Private Natura sites Tillage  If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within Natura (SAC/SPA) 
mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry 
to the ACRES General approach.  
To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. b. or c. must 
be selected on an area intersecting the Natura mapped area.  
• a. Unharvested cereal headlands  
• b. Winter bird food  
• c. Environment management of arable fallow  
 

 

2. In the case of an existing farm partnership (multi herd - 2 herd numbers between father and son) 

– another son is to apply for a herd number this November and join the existing partnership in 

2023.  Will the new farm partnership (now 3 herd numbers) be eligible for ACRES in the 2023 

tranche with a multiplier of 3 (3 herd numbers) given that the new herd number will not have had 

a BPS application in 2022?? 

Section 10 of the Terms and Conditions of ACRES (‘the Terms and Conditions’) deals with treatment 

of partnerships as regards participation in the Scheme, with Section 10.8 stating ‘A registered farm 

partnership (RFP) who is participating in the ACRES may dissolve for the purposes of reconstituting as 

a new RFP but only where holding multipliers remain the same.’ As stated in Section 14.6 of the 

Terms and Conditions “Any change to the name of the farmer or legal status, which transfers control 

of the holding to a new entity, requires prior approval from ACRES Section of the Department for the 

transfer of the ACRES contract”. 
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3. LESS – Is imported slurry eligible for LESS? (The Specification for LESS is confusing):  

➢ All the slurry applied on the farm (produced and/or imported) must be spread by one 

or a combination of the following methods for each year of the contract.  

➢ Pig slurry is not eligible for payment under this action. Only slurry produced on the 
holding (excluding pig slurry) is eligible for payment.  

Only slurry produced on the holding is eligible for payment, so imported slurry is not eligible for 

payment. However, all slurry applied on the holding must be applied using LESS equipment 

 

4. What do we do when AgriSnap photos submitted and showing Sent don’t appear on the GLAMS 

layer? 

Contact GLAM help. 

 

5. What do we do with Reps of who wish to make an application? 

There is currently no system in place to facilitate ACRES applications in the category of ‘In the Reps 

Of’. The Department is reviewing the legal and operational issues involved, with a decision to issue on 

this as soon as possible.  

 

6. Is the 2021 Bovine and Ovine Stocking Rate available? 

The applicant and advisor have to calculate the Ovine stocking rate using the Ovine Census data 

submitted and the bovine stocking rate can be gotten from the Nitrates Statement. 

 

7. Where GLAMS allows us to draw up a FSP for someone who did not have a BPS in 2021 – what will 

happen? 

The submission of a valid BPS 2021 application is one of the eligibility requirements of the Scheme so 
such an application would fail the Pre-Approval Validation process and would not be considered a 
valid ACRES application. 

 

8. Are GP9 and GP10 the categories of native woodland establishment that may give an applicant 

Tier 2 priority entry – along with GPC 11 – Agro-forestry? 

Yes, GPC 9 and GPC 10 are the two Grant and Premium Categories which relate to Native Woodland 

Establishment and are therefore the relevant categories. 

 

9. Can farmers grazing the Glen of Imaal undertake the commonage action under ACRES or how do 

we draw up application? 

For commonage, there is no selection of parcels in the FSP or Application that is submitted. If the 

commonage parcels meet the eligibility requirements as set out in the Terms and Conditions, then 

these parcels will be considered for payment under ACRES. 



3 
 

10. Solar panels grazed by sheep in 8 ha with a watercourse - is it eligible for a Riparian strip? 

If the parcel has an MEA greater than zero in the 2022 BPS and is eligible for BPS payments, then the 

action can be selected in the parcel. 

 

ACRES Co-operative  

11. What is included in Upland Farmland Birds for Ranking and Selection of ACRES CP? 

The Upland Farmland Bird hotspot map has been provided by Bird Watch Ireland. 

12. Organics in CP 

➢ On organic farms in CP where all lands are scored - will privately owned lands over 70 ha 

receiving €30 / ha from organics be reduced by €30 / ha in the ACRES Results based 

payment / ha.  

Refer to Appendix 6 of the Specifications.  

ACRES Co-Operation Project (non-commonage) 
lands receiving results-based payments  

Allowed but ACRES payment rate reduced by 
€250/ha  

 

 

➢ Below is the wording for the OFS terms and conditions. What we wish to clarify is the 

example of a dry stock farmer with 100Ha of privately owned land in a CP. This farmer will 

receive €250/Ha from year 3 onwards under OFS on the first 70Ha and €30/Ha on the next 

30Ha. If this farmer joins both the OFS and ACRES, and this farmer scores 5 on the result-

based ACRES action, what will this farmer receive under ACRES on the final 30Ha? If we 

base it on the wording below from OFS, this farmer will receive a negative payment.  

  

ACRES CP results-based payment would be zero for a score of 5 if that parcel is in receipt of any OFS 

payments as ACRES payment rate reduced by €250/ha 

13. If an applicant has lands in two separate Co Op Zones, I understand that the one with the larger 

area will be assigned, you might confirm if all areas within both CPs are ringfenced or if it is only 

those in the assigned CP area - i.e., the one with the larger area? 

All CP forage parcels regardless of which Zone they are located in as declared in the 2022 BPS are 

included in the ring-fencing calculation 

14. All land in CP zone is land that grows a lot of silage and will not score high for LIG. How does this 

work with scoring and what commitments must the farmer make? 

All owned CP forage parcels must be scored in year 1,3 and 5. Results based payments will be based 

on the score achieved on the scorecards.  
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15. What happens if a farmer doesn’t adhere to the measures asked of him by the Co-op team next 

year? Will he not then get paid on his ring-fenced amount? 

Refer to pages 4 to 7 of the ACRES Specifications. The NPIs and Landscape actions will be voluntary. 

Results based payments will be based on the score achieved on the scorecards not the ring-fencing 

calculation. 

16. For farmers with more than 23ha in CP zone. Do we need to map anything or just submit a blank 

FSP and create application and accept T&C's and submit? Does land parcels need to be listed on 

the summary or do we just submit it? 

Refer to pages 4 to 7 of the ACRES Specifications. If after applying the ring-fencing calculation, no 

funds are available for General actions then there will be no need to draw any actions in the FSP or 

list any parcels. The approval letter that will be sent to CP participants will list all the CP forage parcels. 

17. If a farmer only has 0.1 hectares in a CP zone, does he have to enter through the co-operation 

approach and is there any point in planning general actions for his non-CP lands as the CP team 

will decide what actions will be suitable? 

Applicants have to have at least 3ha of 20% of their holding based on 2021 BPS within the CP zone to 

be eligible to apply for ACRES CP. Refer to POINT 2.4 of the Terms and Conditions. Read pages 4 to 7 

of the ACRES Specifications. 

 

18. In a situation where a farmer has exceeded the €7,000 ceiling due to ring fencing, where we know 

he/she will not score on the fields i.e., they will score <4, should we be marking in stonewalls that 

are eligible stonewalls? Will they receive payment on these walls if they score nothing on the 

scorecards or should we not mark the walls and hopefully they may be paid on under an NPI'S. 

If they exceed the €7,000 euro in the ring-fencing calculation. Traditional Dry stone wall maintenance 

will not be an eligible General action for payment. NPIs will be applied for separately and the should 

not or cannot be identified at ACRES application stage. 

19. If a farmer maxed out the LIPG action on 8Ha within the Designated Raised Bog 500m Buffer 

layer, can he use Ext Grazing & LIG on the balance of the land within the Designated Raised Bog 

500m Buffer layer to increase the payment? 

Yes 

20. Can general actions be put on tillage parcels in a CP zone, and how are ring fencing payments for 

tillage land calculated?  

Ring fencing only applies to forage parcels. General actions can be selected in CP arable parcels. 

 

Area based Actions 

21. Is it ok to select Management of Intensive Grassland next to an appropriate watercourse which is 

the neighbours side of a hedge (which will help protect the watercourse)? 

If the watercourse is identified by the OSI Water line or Water single streamline and is contiguous with 
the parcel it will be accepted if there is only a hedgerow between the watercourse and the field 
selected.  
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22. Is it ok to select Management of Intensive Grassland next to an appropriate watercourse with a 
farm roadway in between?  

No 
 

23. Is it ok to select Management of Intensive Grassland next to an appropriate watercourse with a 

public roadway in between?  

No 

24. Is the Riparian Buffer strip / zone Arable allowed on NPWS designated sites? Spec says they are 

prohibited on Designated grassland) 

Riparian Buffer Strip/zone - Arable are not prohibited in Designated Natura areas. Riparian Buffer 

zones/strips- Grassland are prohibited in Designated Natura areas. 

25. Because page 21 of Specs says, ‘Other than the protection and maintenance of Archaeological 
Monuments action, no other ACRES actions can be delivered on the site of a National Monument 
or the surrounding Buffer.’ Please confirm if ACRES Actions that are allowed on parcels with 
monuments can be undertaken without creating a new LPIS parcel specifically for the monument 
on:   

➢ Nonvisible monuments Yes 
➢ Visible monuments where the ACRES Protection of monuments action is not 

undertaken Yes 
➢ Visible monuments where the ACRES Protection of monuments action is undertaken 

Yes, The actions not allowed with the Protection of Archaeological Monument Tillage will be blocked. 
The point on Monuments on page 21 in Specification mentioned above will be removed.  
 
GLAM will automatically block Tree Belt for ammonia capture and Planting Traditional Orchard on a 
monument and the surrounding 75m buffer. All area-based Grassland actions in can be selected on a 
LPIS with Monuments. And no need to create a new LPIS specifically for the monument. There are 
some restrictions with Protection of Archaeological Monuments Arable and other area based arable 
actions because of the income forgone element but they will be blocked by GLAM where they are not 
allowed. Obviously Planting New Hedge and Tree planting should not take place on the site of a 
National Monument.  

 
26. Where actions are not allowed on the same parcel or split of parcel where the action to protect 

monuments is undertaken – (Example Winter Bird Food plot with Protection of monument arable) 
can the parcel be split to create a new LPIS parcel for the archaeology? 

Yes, but the actions that are not allowed cannot be selected in the on the site of a National Monument 
or the surrounding Buffer. 

 
27. Can a farmer get a Straw Incorporation Measure payment on a parcel with Overwinter stubble? 

Yes 

 

28. Where horses are the grazing enterprise of owned livestock on the holding required for 
Extensively Grazed Pasture and evidence of livestock ownership must be shown on the Animal 
Identification and Movement System (AIMS) each year for the duration of the contract – what 
evidence is required for horses (who I don’t think are on AIMS)? 

All premises where horses and donkeys are kept must be registered with the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, in accordance with S.I. No. 8 of 2012, Diseases of Animals Act 1966 
(Registration of Horse Premises) Order 2012. All equines are required to have a valid passport in the 
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applicants name. Horse passports in the participants name will have to be submitted to ACRES in 
Johnstown Castle to verify ownership. 

29. Where the Geese and Swan layer intersects a farmer’s commonage – can you confirm we do NOT 
include the commonage share in the calculation of the minimum area required for Tier 1 
prioritisation? 

For the Geese and Swans action, Geese and Swans area within commonage parcels will not be included 
in the 50% calculation. 

30. Where the Breeding Wader layer intersects part of a parcel – must the action relevant to Breeding 
Waders be selected on under the part of the parcel under the Breeding Wader layer or on any 
part of that parcel in order to get Tier 1 prioritisation? 

If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Breeding Wader hotspot mapped area in 2021, 
he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry to the ACRES General approach.  

To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. b. or c. must be selected on an area 
intersecting the Breeding Wader Hotspot mapped layer.  
a. Low Input Grassland. 
B. Extensively Grazed Pasture. 
C. Environmental Management of Arable Fallow. 
 

31. Geese and Swan - Timing 
If a farmer is doing geese and swans action which states ground must be closed from 1st 
October until March, is October the first time he will have to close ground or does he have to 
close it in January 2023 when he gets accepted until March of year one? 

From 1st October 2023 

 

32. Delisted Monuments – showing up on GLAMS system but when I look at Records page, they are 

delisted. 

a. Are they eligible for the Action?  

If Monument is visible in the parcel and the monuments are identified on GLAM by 

the NMS- Sites and Monuments 21 Layer the are eligible to be chosen for the 

protection of monuments action. 

b. Do they prevent other actions on that parcel – as per page 21 of the Specifications? 

Selecting Protection of monuments-grassland does not block other actions elsewhere 

on that parcel however Protection of monuments-tillage can restrict other actions on 

the same area.  GLAM will automatically block Tree belts for ammonia capture and 

Planting Traditional Orchard on the actual location of the monument and buffer. 

Other actions can be chosen on the monument site so point 3 on page 21 that will be 

removed. Extensively grazed pasture, LIG etc is all allowed along with the monuments. 

No tree or hedge planting should take place on the monument site.  

 

33. Can a farmer who has all grass on the 2022 BPS but is planning 10 ha tillage each year from 2023 

apply for over winter stubble as an option to do after harvest of 2023 tillage land by 30 September 

2023 

Yes 

34. Why is the organic payment allowed with Catch Crops but not allowed with Brassica Fodder 

stubble? 
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Appendix 6 of the ACRES specifications sets out the interaction between ACRES actions and OFS. OFS 

payment is not allowed in the same parcel as Brassica Fodder Stubble to avoid double funding issues. 

35. A 2ha parcel along a main river with 1600 trees planted on their own accord in 2020 in agro 

forestry style, with large spacing between rows and they cut silage in strips between rows up now. 

Parcel is still 100% eligible on bps maps. They do NOT intend to plant any more tree in this parcel 

Is this eligible for Riparian Buffer zone grass? 

Yes 

 

36. The requirement for parcel to remain eligible as ‘eligible ha’s’ under new BISS throughout ACRES 

contract is understood and the plan would be for gaps between rows to be managed each year in 

September through cutting riparian zone. As this 2ha parcel with 800 trees/ha (1600 in the full 

2ha parcel) matures if canopy cover contravenes forestry act could this lead to issues or once the 

parcel remains fully eligible under BISS and doesn’t exceed 50% trees/scrub area under new 

eligible ha definition, is this ok for ACRES as none of the trees were planted under ACRES? 

If this parcel is selected for RBZ is eligible for BPS & BISS then it will be eligible for ACRES payments 

37. B Wader: A mixed farmer with 5ha in BW, approx. 0.20 ha of this is arable land and the remainder 

is grassland. It is therefore impossible to dedicate a minimum of 0.50ha of EMAF within the zone, 

you might confirm if choosing EGP or LIP within the zone will put him into Tier 1 in this case?  

Mixed farmers are not limited to EMAF, they can also choose LIG and EGP to be considered Tier 1. 

38. If there are red lined areas which become eligible next year in a land-based action area, can we 

include them in the area calculation for the action?   

This has been answered previously. Refer to previous weeks Q& A documents on GOV.IE/ACRES 

webpage for questions relation to scrub/redlined areas in parcels selected for ACRES area-based 

actions. 

39. Can we use the area under a Riparian Buffer Zone as part of the calculation for Nitrates (KgN/Ha)?  

As there is no chemical or organic fertiliser allowed to be applied in the RBZ parcel, and no grazing this 

zone area will not be included as part of the calculation for Nitrates (KgN/Ha).  

40. Riparian Buffer zone: Has land the far side of a river to be fenced 1.5 m both sides where stock 

may have access? 

If the river is noted as an OSI watercourse as defined in the ACRES specification and both sides of the 

watercourses are in the same LPIS parcel at time of application, then both sides require to be 

protected from bovines.  All Livestock have to be excluded from the Riparian Buffer Zone.  

 

41. I split a parcel for EGP. It shows up as Split Parcel Actions: Measurement 7.99ha but under claimed 

quantity it says N/A. Is this a mistake, should there be a figure in claimed quantity? 

The Split parcel will be digitised as a separate LPIS parcel. The 7.99Ha is the gross area as drawn on 

GLAM. The claimed area will be declared by the farmer/advisor when completing the 2023 BISS 

application. This will form the contract area for ACRES going forward. 

42. Breeding Waders: a farmer with grassland and Wild Bird Cover (WBC) from GLAS is he/she a mixed 

farm? If the WBC is in a breeding Wader (BW) hotspot, can he/she select Environmental 

Management of Arable Fallow (EMAF) on this parcel and get TIER 1 status?  Additionally, if he/she 
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also has grassland in the BW hotspot as well as the WBC can he/she select the LIG or EGP instead 

of the EMAF and still get TIER 1 status? This question relates to point 3 on page 28 of spec 

specifically referring to a mixed farm having to select EMAF in the BW Hotspot even though they 

may not have tillage in the BW Hotspot (could just have grassland) and their tillage land could be 

outside the hotspot.  

Mixed farmers are not limited to EMAF, they can also choose LIG and EGP on a grassland parcel to be 

considered Tier 1. 

43. Can a RBZ be a triangle in shape i.e., one end is not 20 metres wide? 

Yes, It must be at least 0.04 ha and at least 20m at the widest point from the watercourse/drain. 

44. Geese & Swans - a farmer has G & S listed on his summary of environmental assets on GLAMS 

which shows the parcels listed including habitat areas, farmyards, buildings, the gross share of the 

commonage parcel. Does the farmer/advisor reduce the area of G & S to the forage area of the 

parcels listed to define the 50% area needed to qualify for the action? 

Only forage and arable parcels should be included in the 50% calculation. Commonage parcels should 

also be excluded from the calculation. 

45. Winter Bird Feed Plot: with regard to spot treatment of invasive weeds in the winter bird food 

plot, does this include application of a graminicide to control black grass where necessary?  

Yes 

 

46. Are areas under powerlines which have been excluded from forestry land eligible for area-based 

payments? 

ACRES actions cannot be chosen within Forestry LPIS parcels  

47. RBZ- grassland: Last week Q &A: 1. Where a Riparian zone is chosen in an entire field which has 

existing stockproof boundaries, is there a requirement for another fence?  The action pays for the 

cost of a fence so a permanent fence such as a wire and post fence must be in place around the 

riparian buffer zone to exclude livestock from the parcel. A hedgerow that is naturally stockproof 

would not suffice. Where a fence has been grant aided under TAMS II or any DAFM Capital 

investment Scheme from 01 January 2018, this fence cannot fulfil the fencing requirement for 

Riparian Buffer Zone.  Follow on question, when a farmer has a rectangular field (that he wishes 

to choose this action on), three sides are surrounded by a lake and the fourth side is adjoining a 

neighbouring field, I am correct in saying he just needs the stockproof fence on the 4th part only 

(where touching another field)? 

 Yes 

 

48. Geese & Swans interaction with LIG - I have a client who has circa 10 ha of G & S/SPA.  There is a 

6-ha field within the 10 ha that would score well in LIG.  If he selects the LIG on 6 ha and drops 

below the 50% for Geese & Swans, will he be excluded as a tier 1 applicant. 

If the farmer meets the Tier 1 requirements for Natura by selecting LIG in the Natura parcel. This 

farmer would then not require Geese and Swans action to be considered a Tier 1 Applicant. 

49. Breeding Waders and Geese & Swans in same area. Can farmer choose LIG or EGP to qualify under 

tier 1 breeding waders and ignore geese and swans’ rules? 

Yes 



9 
 

 

50. Does 1.5 ha of Env. Management of arable fallow earn 10,000 points? 

Refer to the Tier structure and RASS in the Terms and Conditions.  

51. EMAF- Can you spray off the fallow with glyphosate in March before doing the cultivation for the 

shallow cultivation?   

Yes 

 

52. EMAF- can you use a graminicide in the catch crop to control invasive weeds such as wild oats or 

black grass?  

Yes 

 

53. Winter Bird Food: Can you spray off the WBF area with glyphosate each year before planting the 

new crop? 

YES 

 

54. EGP - Must a farmer have animals on farm for the duration of the contract? Do they have to be 

owned, or can they be taken in on a temporary grazing basis?  

There must be grazing enterprise each year. If bovines are recorded on the ACRES participant’s AIM 

profile, they will satisfy the requirement. 

55. What is the minimum fence requirement for EGP in split parcel?  

A Permanent fence that is fit for purpose to delineate a parcel boundary where no natural field 

boundary exists. 

56. LIG - If you want to apply for the meadow bonus on just part of the LIG area, can this be done at 

the time of mowing, or do you need to split the total LIG into two parcels when creating the plan? 

Late Meadow Bonus can only be applied for during the ACRES contract if the entire LPIS parcel is 

eligible. The parcel would need to be split at time of completing the FSP.  

 

57. A certain field I have visited twice to take Agrisnap LIG Photo it continues to come up you 

are offline, and photo will send when you are back online. Are these photos being received 

correctly for the particular field when sent later? 

You should check on GLAM if the photos have been recorded in the relevant parcel. Turn on Agrisnap 

Photos Reference layer. You can click on the purple circle on the map, and it will display the data for 

the submitted photo and the photo can be viewed. See screenshot below.  
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58. Tree planting-does 60m from neighbouring dwelling include owned dwelling on farm? 

No, as long as applicant owns the dwelling house. 

 

59. Where an existing or new organic farmer in 2023 joins ACRES, please explain how both the ACRES 

and Organic Units will link up in 2023 or the process of assessment to calculate the payment to 

the farmer in both schemes where an area-based action is selected in ACRES e.g., riparian zone? 

Please see Appendix 6 of the ACRES specifications. OFS Division will adjust the OFS payments where 

there is an overlap with the relevant ACRES General action 

 

Linear Actions 

60. Is it ok to place a Riparian zone / strip adjoining an appropriate watercourse or drain which is the 

neighbours side of a hedge (which will help protect the watercourse)? 
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Yes, if the watercourse is running beside the LPIS boundary where the action is selected. The Riparian 
buffer strip width is measured from the top of the bank or the edge of the existing vegetation 
(if scrub or hedge is present) into the field.  
 
61. Is it ok to place a Riparian zone or strip adjoining an appropriate watercourse or drain with a farm 

roadway in between? 

No  

 

62. Is it ok to place a Riparian zone or strip adjoining an appropriate watercourse or drain with a public 

roadway in between? 

No 

 

63. Is it ok to select Riparian strips on a proportion of a field side? 

Yes, but where a Riparian buffer strip or Riparian Buffer zone - SP is being created along an OSI Water 

line and/or a Water single streamline in a parcel, bovines are not permitted to access any OSI Water 

line or Single streamline at other locations in the parcel (drinking points are not permitted). 

 

64. Can trees funded under the Tree Planting action be planted in: 

➢ New ACRES hedge No 

➢ Hedge coppiced or laid under ACRES No 

➢ Grass margins? No 

➢ Riparian strips? No 

 

65. Follow Question on to No 33 Answer on 17 October – can the fence be erected just outside the 

designated area to undertake the ACRES Riparian strip? 

Riparian zones: how close to SAC area can we go for this measure to work?  Please comment on 

the fencing i.e., SAC lands vs non-SAC lands.  

Riparian buffer strips/zones – Grassland action is not permitted on NPWS Designated sites (SACs, SPAs, 

NHAs, pNHAs). The fence cannot be erected on the designated area. 

Further clarification: 

Riparian Buffer Zone Grassland land cannot be selected on an area that intersects the SAC/SPA map 

layer. 

Riparian Buffer Strip Grassland: The fence cannot be put up on the SAC/SPA area. It can be erected 

outside of the SAC/SPA area. 

66. Are Grass margins Grassland allowed on NPWS designated sites? 

Grass margin Grassland is not allowed on NPWS designated sites. 

 

67. Are Grass margins Arable allowed on NPWS designated sites? 

Grass margins Arable are not prohibited on NPWS designated sites as long as the margin is in a parcel 

that was declared as arable in 2022 BPS. 
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68. Does the ACRES Specification requirement: The Riparian buffer strip width is measured from the 

top of the bank or the edge of the existing vegetation (if scrub or hedge is present) into the field? 

‘apply to existing GLAS Riparian strips which may contain scrub)? 

Yes, it applies in all cases. 

 

69. I understand a new hedge should not be planted under the shade of a treeline or woodland where 

it would struggle to grow. If the site is deemed suitable can a new hedge be planted along a newly 

planted woodland of sufficiently away from forestry that it will grow and add significantly to the 

biodiversity of the forestry?  

There must be a field or roadway between the newly planted woodland and the newly planted 

hedgerow. 

70. Is a boulder wall eligible for maintenance in ACRES (I think it was said at the ACRES training to be 

eligible – is it? 

Yes 

 

 

 

71. How close to a public road can trees be planted? 

There are no set requirements in ACRES for how close to a public road, trees can be planted. They 
have to be planted within the LPIS parcel.  

 
72. Can trees be planted in existing treelines where there is space for them? 

Yes 

 

73. If we are marking an external stone wall along a public road (farmer has control of both sides and 
will be maintaining both sides) I assume we mark it as an internal wall to get the full rate of 
payment or how will they know the farmer has control of both sides 

Yes. To claim the full rate for any external stone walls, the farmer must have control over both sides, 
and these must be selected as Traditional Dry-Stone Maintenance-Internal on GLAM.  

 
74. GLAS Riparian Margins are blocked out of ACRES because of their Crop Code in BPS – neither 

Grassland nor Arable – will this be changed? 

It is only blocked if the margin was digitised as a separate parcel and declared Riparian Zone on BPS. 

There are no plans to change these validations on GLAM. 
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75. Tree belt against ammonia states adjacent to a shed - does it mean facing the shed or to the edge 

of the shed and the whole belt must be within 50 metres of the shed? Can the ammonia tree belt 

be facing the side of the shed, or does it have to face the full front area?  

As long as it is located within 50 m of the livestock shed and adjacent to that shed it will meet the site 

suitability requirements of the action.  

76. Stone walls and gates: Do we just measure full distance and then manually dock the 4 metres or 

for any scrub on some parts? 

You should only select suitable stonewalls and draw the line for the action beside the lengths that are 

being entered for the action. 

77. Grass Margins - Q – Where a GLAS AGM exists in a parcel and you want to establish a new ACRES 

Grass Margin Arable in 2023, can you mow the existing grass margin at any time during 2023, with 

a view to reseeding the new ACRES Grass Margin in its stubble afterwards?   

Yes, as long as it is done BEFORE 31st Aug 2023.  

78. Where you have 2 ha of tillage land in SAC and to get Tier 1 access you select Unharvested cereal 

headlands on a parcel with SAC designation. The parcel in question here has a river and the SAC 

designation extends into the parcel for about 10 meters. He is planning to put the unharvested 

headland along the river (in the SAC), but it will extend into the field beyond where the SAC 

designation ends in other words some of the headland will be on non-designated lands. Is this 

acceptable?  

Yes 

 

79. Is it acceptable to place a grass margin arable or grassland beside a watercourse? 

Yes 

 

80. Farmer wants to do a 1.5m Riparian margin along an open drain.  He also wants to plant a hedge 

along this drain.  Will he get paid for both these options?  (Note that when the hedge is planted 

next to the drain, the riparian buffer will be fenced 1.5m from the new hedge). 

Each of these actions would need to be fenced separately. Farmer can plant the new hedge beside the 

drain. This hedgerow must be fenced to be eligible for payment. The farmer can then fence off an 

additional 1.5m Riparian margin. A separate stock proof fence is required for this action to be eligible. 

81. Riparian Buffer Strips. Is there a limit to length of these on a farm?  

No, there is no maximum. 

82. Where a watercourse only extends along a part length of a particular field boundary, can you place 

a riparian buffer zone beside the watercourse, and select the remaining length of that boundary 

as grass margin arable\grassland? 

Yes 

 

83. Riparian Buffer Strips - A vulnerable status river basin area intersects a parcel on its northern end 

and to the east and lower side of the parcel there is an established hedge. On the far side of this 

hedge is a land drain which is in the neighbour’s parcel. On the "layer maps" half of this land drain 

is identified as the yellow "water single streamline", but part of it is not identified on the layer 

though it does exist in reality on the ground. If the farmer establishes a riparian buffer strip along 
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the full length of this hedge beside his neighbour, and this buffer strip intersects that area of the 

field which is the vulnerable water status river basin, does this qualify for payment? If yes, does it 

qualify on the grounds of the vulnerable water status area or the drain on the other side of his 

hedge. To ask another way, does a well-established hedge with a clay bank base preclude the 

farmer from placing a buffer strip here?    

Refer to previous Q & A documents on the ACRES webpage. 

84. Can a grass margin be placed on only a section of a parcel boundary, or can you place it on for 

example 100meters of a hedge row that runs to a length of 200m on one side of a parcel? 

It can be selected alongside part of a parcel boundary. 

85. If natura land of 0.01 ha intersects a parcel is that parcel ruled out for planting hedgerows? 

The new hedgerow can be drawn/selected in the parcel as long as it does not intersect the Natura 

mapped layer. 

86. Grass Margins Grassland (2 metre width?), if they are selected in a field that is used for silage 

cutting only and no stock are ever in the field, must the margin still be fenced provided that the 

2-metre margin is left uncut when cutting silage? 

Yes, fencing is mandatory. 

87. Planting New Hedge: What is an appropriate permanent fence on a tillage farm with no livestock. 

One strand of barb wire? Two strands etc.?  

Refer to page 20 of the specification for fencing requirements. Permanent fence fit for purpose. New 

hedgerows must be protected from all livestock. 

88. Planting New Hedgerow, is a letter at time of application so we can do both sides?  

Control of both sides of the hedgerow is required, a letter of consent should be attained at time of 

application to ensure that no issues arise in future with compliance with this requirement. 

 

All Other Actions 

89. Any issues with farmers over 170kg N/ha joining ACRES.  

They are eligible to join ACRES. 

90. Are tree planting and ammonia belts Traditional Orchard eligible for ANC and BPS? 

They are eligible for BISS, eligibility for ANC is currently under review. 

91. For the action Management of Intensive grassland next to a watercourse and the 

requirement to have a whole farm stocking rate of 100Kg/Ha or over. On AgFood the 

stocking rate for this farm is listed as 100Kg/Ha but when you do the calculation it comes 

out as 99.83Kg/Ha but it is rounded up to 100Kg/Ha. Does this farmer qualify for this 

action?  

In the final Nitrates data provided for validation it will be the rounded-up figure used so the 100kg/Ha 

as in the example above. This farmer will qualify for the action. 
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92. A farmer wants to plant trees in a land parcel 200 metres away from an S.A.C. however the S.A.C. 

slightly overlaps the very edge of the land parcel in question (which I believe is a mapping error) 

and the GLAMS system will not allow tree planting in the land parcel because of this slight overlap. 

Can I map the trees in a different land parcel with a note on the plan to say that they will actually 

be planted at the other location that GLAMS wouldn't allow?  

No, they can only be planted in the LPIS parcel where they have been selected on GLAM.  

 

93. Organics - where being an organic participant is the basis for qualification for Tier 1 entry into 

ACRES, must the ACRES participant then retain his organic scheme licence and membership for 

the duration of the ACRES contract? 

If approved into ACRES on this specific basis, registration with an Organic Control Body as an organic 

operator must be maintained for the duration of their ACRES contract. ACRES Circular 9/2022 of 9th 

November 2022 refers. 

 

94. Can rare breeds (horse) ownership be in joint names and still eligible/payable as long as one of 

owners is farmer applying for ACRES. e.g., dad and daughter own horse and Dad is eligible farmer 

looking to join ACRES under rare breeds. 

Yes, as long as the other joint owner of the equine/animal does not have a Herd Number. 

95. Tree Belts for ammonia Capture from farmyards: if farmyard is surrounded by two LPIS parcels, 

can some of the tree belt be in one parcel and another area be in the other parcel?  

Yes, the action can be delivered in 2 separate LPIS parcels but at least 0.18 ha has to be delivered in 

each Split Parcel. 

 

All Other Questions  

96. When I click LESS action on the homepage then save draft it is not ticked when I click again. 

Can you provide screenshots showing where LESS action has been ticked and then when you 

click into the FSP again after saving draft, it is not ticked? Please provide aga number, herd 

number and screenshots.   

 

97. I want to put in that the applicant will plant 10 trees but when I put in the point it says 

quantity 1. Is this correct?  

The quantity of trees to be planted must be entered on the data entry box on the right-hand side of 

the screen. The 1 is editable. Record the total number of trees in the quantity box. 

 

98. A farmer has recently got an Organic Licence, how and where do I inform ACRES that this is the 

case, or will this be picked up at approval of ACRES stage? 

The registration of a farmer as an organic operator will be verified by the Department internally as 

part of the pre-approval validation process.  
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99. If a farmer is farming their tillage under a Dept recognised Share Farming Agreement - does this 

present any problems? Can actions be carried out in the tillage fields?  

As stated in Section 7 of the ACRES Terms and Conditions, to be eligible to participate a farmer shall 

inter alia 

• Have all lands farmed declared in the applicant’s name on the Integrated Administration and 
Control System (IACS).  

• Have submitted a valid BPS 2021 application.  

• All lands brought into the scheme must be declared in the applicant’s 2022 BPS and declared 
on the applicant’s BISS application for all subsequent years of ACRES participation.  

 

100. Organics: has the selection of ACRES area-based actions any effect on previous years Organic 

payments e.g., 2022, 2021 etc? 

Any queries relating to payments under the Organic Farming Scheme should be sent directly to the 

Organic Unit of the Department, the contact details for which are: 

Address:  Organic Unit, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Co. Wexford. Y35 PN52  
Email: Organic@agriculture.gov.ie 
Phone number: +353 53 9163425 

 

mailto:Organic@agriculture.gov.ie
tel:+353539163425

