
 

 

ACRES Circular No. 9/2022        9th November 2022 

 

 

Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) 

Eligibility for Tier 1 on basis of registration as organic operator 

 

Dear Advisor 

 

The Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES) is now open for applications.  

 

Section 8.20 of the ACRES Terms and Conditions states that: 

“Organic Farmers can apply for the ACRES General approach under Tier 1 provided they are registered 

with and approved as an organic operator by one of the Organic Control Bodies by the closing date for 

applications under relevant Tranche of ACRES.” 

 

It should be noted, and applicants advised, that, if approved into the Scheme on the basis of their 

registration as an organic operator, such registration must be maintained for the duration of their 

ACRES contract. 

 

Section 8.20 of the ACRES Terms and Conditions is accordingly amended to read: 

 
“Organic Farmers can apply for the ACRES General approach under Tier 1 provided they are 
registered with and approved as an organic operator by one of the Organic Control Bodies by the 
closing date for applications under relevant Tranche of ACRES. If approved into ACRES on this 
specific eligibility criteria, such registration must be maintained for the duration of their ACRES 

contract. While there is no mandatory action associated with their organic status for the purposes 
of the ACRES General, applicants who have commonage on their land must undertake the 
mandatory commonage action – see also section 16. Where appropriate, applicants should also 
consider adopting other Tier 1 actions. Where there is risk of double-funding, the payment under 
the Organic Farming Scheme will be reduced accordingly to avoid a double-funding situation.”  
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