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Teagasc & ACA Questions and Answers for Agri-Climate Rural 

Environment Scheme (ACRES) 

Submitted week beginning Monday 24 October 2022 

Application process 

1. Is there is a minimum area that must cross the High- Status Water layer for the farm to 

be considered in the High- Status Water?  

Refer to T&C’s Annex 2A: Structure of ACRES General 

 

2. Please confirm that NHA and pNHA areas won’t get Tier 1 prioritisation (as not 

Natura), but NHA and pNHA raised bogs will get Tier 2 status for LIGP. 

 Refer to T&C’s Annex 2A: Structure of ACRES General and Q41 ACRES 

Questions and Answers for the week beginning 17th October 2022. 

Only the criteria stated in the Tier structure is taken into account for Tier 1 and Tier 2. 

NHA and pNHA are not listed in Annex 2A 

To select LIPG action, the field(s) must intersect the Designated Raised Bog 500m 

buffer map and have been declared as low input permanent pasture, permanent pasture 

or traditional hay meadow on the 2022 BPS application. The action is targeted at land 

that surrounds Designated Raised Bogs. The advisor does not have to worry about 

whether it is NHA of SAC once the parcels intersect the Designated Raised Bog 500m 

buffer map. 

If an applicant (whether beef, dairy or sheep) has a whole farm stocking rate exceeding 

130 kg livestock manure NPH in 2021 or has greater than 30 hectares of arable crops 

in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 2 priority entry to the general scheme. To be 

considered for Tier 2 priority access, at least one of the listed actions a. to f. must be 

selected.  

a. Minimum tillage (min 10ha)  

b. Catch crops (min 6ha)  

c. Over winter stubble (min 4ha)  

d. Grass margins arable (min 500m)  

e. Grass margins grassland (min 500m)  

f. Low input peat grassland (min 0.5ha)  

 

3 AgriSnap photos. Does it matter what date the photos are taken/submitted on the App 

as farms were visited in Aug/Sept as I want to submit the plan now, but go back out to 

take the photos when I’m in that area again later this month?  

All Geotagged photos must be submitted before the closing date of applications i.e. 21st 

November 2022. 

4 Do the photos have to match what is submitted on the plan – does it matter if we have 

already sent in a LIG and EGP for the same parcel?   

refer to last week Q and A document for week beginning 17 October. 

5 Agrisnap photos – some photos not taken in the middle but clearly in the parcel and 

give a good representation of the area. Is there tolerance on the location?  
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At least 10m in from boundary, as per Specification. Photos taken too near the boundary 

are in danger of not being recorded in the LPIS parcel 

6 For farmers who have SAC land in the Shannon callows. This land is now under 2 - 4m 

of water as the Shannon floods and does each year. How do I manage to submit these 

without photos as the lands cannot be accessed by advisors?  

 Where it is not possible to access a parcel due to flooding, a Geotagged photo will not 

be required for that parcel. However, at least 1 geotagged photo must be taken in at 

least 1 parcel of the holding and submitted before the closing date for applications i.e. 

21st November 2022.  This exception only applies where lands can’t be accessed due to 

flooding. Refer to Circular No. 7 of 2022. 

Co-operative Approach  

7. In the event of the CP area being oversubscribed in ACRES would there be any merit 

in adding in owl boxes to farmer yards as this is the only option available. Will it come 

down to numbers of actions picked? 

Refer to the RASS criteria for ACRES Co-operation in ANNEX 3 of the Terms and 

Conditions 

8. When will applicants know what criteria will be used to score intensively managed 

grasslands in Cooperation zones? 

There will up be to 12 different scorecards that are available for CP lands. The CP teams 

will assign the appropriate scorecard to be used in each parcel. If intensively managed 

grassland doesn’t achieve a score of 4 then they will receive no Results based payment. 

However, the applicant can apply for Non productive investments on these parcels 

subject to scheme limits.  

Area based actions  

9. Can you create actions on Natura parcels and get paid as long as you do not map any 

part of the action in the Natura mapped layer?  

If an action is blocked because the parcel intersects the Natura layer, the parcel can be 

split on Glam. Certain Actions can be selected on the split parcel that does not contain 

Natura, other actions such as Tree Planting are blocked on the entire LPIS parcel. If 

GLAM allows the action to be drawn in the split parcel that does not contain Natura 

then it is allowed.  

10. What are the requirements for the distance of a winter bird food plot from a dwelling 

house or a public building e.g. school?  

None set out, but you should have regard to issues such as birds and other animals being 

close to these buildings. 

11. If splitting a parcel, is one line of fence adequate with a boundary division with 

remainder of parcel?  

Where a fence is required, the fence must be fit for purpose and remain in place for the 

entire contract period. There are specific requirements for certain actions, certain 

actions require livestock to be excluded. 

12. EGP: Does a pond used for drinking have to be fenced. It is not connected to any water 

line?  No 
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13. Can a farmer undertake 10 ha of LIG and 10 ha of LIPG and 8 ha of Extensively Grazed 

Pasture?  

Yes 

14. EGP: where this is selected on part of a larger field, and a watercourse ìs being fenced 

off, does the watercourse in the remaining part of the original field have to be fenced 

off?   

The watercourse that is located in the area/split parcel selected for the action must be 

fenced. 

15. Can silage be cut in Extensively Grazed Pasture?  

Yes but only after 1 July 

 

16. LIG: Can a Parcel with part Natura be included as a LIG Parcel where there is greater 

than 3% heather on the non-Natura part of said parcel?  

If part of the LIG field intersects the SAC/SPA layer then the following applies 

If the field is a designated SAC/SPA or Annex 1 Grassland, the 3 criteria below do not 

need to be met to select this action.  

1. The field(s) must be extensively managed with low inputs of chemical and organic 

fertiliser  

2. The cover of ryegrass must be low (<30%) and the field must not contain more than 

3% heather.  

3. The field (pasture/meadow) must have a minimum of four grass species, excluding 

ryegrasses.  

 

 

17. LIG and EGP parcels must have a defined field boundary from the commencement of  

contract i.e. hedgerow/drain/watercourse/fence etc. Is a clay bank sufficient?  

Yes 

18. Where fields selected as LIG in order to get prioritisation and are suitable on LIG 

eligibility criteria, but then score < 4 in any of the contract years there will be no 

payment, but can you confirm that it will not lose the prioritised action such as Breeding 

Wader / Natura) and consequently be removed from ACRES? 

Once the action meets the site suitability requirements and a scorecard is submitted in 

years 1,3 and 5 as required it, will not be removed from ACRES because of the score 

achieved. 

19. Catch Crop can't be chosen on the same parcel as the new hedge action or Arable 

grassland Margin. However, it can be rotated in subsequent years to a plot with a new 

hedge. Is it permissible that catch crops be rotated in subsequent years to plots where 

an Arable grassland margin has been created?  

Yes as long as there enough area in the parcel to deliver all actions 

20. Breeding Waders: is a farmer with only grassland and Wild bird cover 2022 expected 

to choose the Env Mgt Fallow action in the Breeding wader zone in order to gain Tier 

1 entry. He would have no other tillage - is he considered a mixed farmer?  

A farmer with tillage and grassland can choose either of the 3 actions below, they are 

not limited to the tillage action 
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If an applicant has at least 0.5 ha of land within the Breeding Wader hotspot 

mapped area in 2021, he/she may be eligible for Tier 1 priority entry to the ACRES 

General approach.  

To be considered for priority access, one of the actions a. b. or c. must be selected 

on an area intersecting the Breeding Wader Hotspot mapped area.  

a. Low input grassland  

b. Extensively grazed pasture  

c. Environmental management of arable fallow  

 

21. Is Curlew area on the mapping layer able to qualify as breeding wader?  

The Breeding Waders Layer on GLAM is the relevant mapping layer to use 

22. If only part of a field is in the Geese and Swans mapped area, does a permanent fence 

need to be erected throughout the year to define the division or can a temporary fence 

be erected in the Oct- April period only to meet the non-grazing rules?  

If splitting the parcel for the Geese and Swans Action, it must be fenced for the entire 

contract period if there no existing boundary. If entire parcel is selected for action, then 

no fence required. 

23. Management of intensive grassland action. Are sheep and horses counted for stocking 

rates or it is just bovines on CMMS? Bovines and Ovines only. 

24. Management of intensive grassland next to a watercourse: where the stocking for 2021 

has to be 100kg/ha or over, in a 2 herd partnership is it the stocking for the partnership 

or for each herd number individually?  

Stocking rate for the partnership. 

25. Can derogation farmers apply for EGP and Management of Intensive grassland next to 

a watercourse?  

Yes 

 

26. Fencing of tillage actions; 

For Overwinter stubble: Where necessary, the action must be protected from livestock 

using a fence that is fit for purpose, what does this mean?  

Refer to point 4 on page 71 of the spec. 

For Environmental Management of Fallow: Where no fence is required, the 

boundary of the fallow area must be clearly identified with visible posts / markers if no 

natural boundary feature exists, what does this mean? 

Refer to point 6 on page 45 of the Spec. 

For Brassica Fodder Stubble What is the fencing requirement?  

Refer to point 7 in the requirements on page 32 of the specification. 

For Catch Crops (light grazing permitted): What is the fencing requirement? 

Refer to page 34 of the spec. point 9. 

27. For Geese and Swans –how do we do the calculation if some of the Geese and Swan 

land is rented in, which may or may not be available in 2023?  
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The 50%/19ha requirement takes into account owned leased and rented parcels. Farmer 

and advisor must ensure that sufficient land agreements are in place at application stage 

to ensure that the land entering ACRES will be in the control of the farmer for the full 

term of the contract. Where land is lost a clawback may apply depending on the 

circumstances. 

28. Can LIG or EGP be chosen in parcels that are in the Geese and Swans mapped Layer. 

Yes if the parcels meet the site suitability requirements for the actions. 

29. Farmer had no Geese and swan area on the 2021 BPS but did on the 2022 BPS are they 

entitled to the Geese & Swan action payment, but would obviously not be Tier 1? Yes 

,they are  eligible for the Geese and Swan action but they would not be eligible for Tier 

1 under Geese and Swan 

30. Can a traditional orchard be planted on a breeding wader hotspot? (The breeding wader 

hotspot has been removed as an exclusion in the Final Specification) 

Yes, this is now allowed as an action in Breeding Wader Areas 

31. Is a GLAS Riparian margin eligible as an ACRES Riparian zone?  

For any ACRES action, the area selected must meet the site suitability requirements. In 

Glas Riparian Margin was a linear action.  

To be eligible for Riparian Buffer Zone, the minimum area to be delivered is 0.04 

hectares and the maximum area for payment is 2 hectares. The minimum width of the 

Riparian buffer zone must be at least 20 metres.  

32. Are estuaries eligible for Riparian margins and zones?   

Yes, the parcels where the action is selected must meet all site suitability requirements.  

33. If  a 2 ha Riparian Zone along a lake doesn’t cover the whole lake shore - does the entire 

length of lakeshore need to be fenced?  

No, only OSi Water line and/or a Water single stream line require fencing 

34. Riparian Buffer Zones Grassland: what is the fencing requirement for a single whole 

field (and one LIPS)  where there is an existing stockproof hedge as the boundary?  

If there is a watercourse along one boundary, then the three remaining boundaries will 

have to be fenced with a permanent fence to ensure that the requirements of the 

Specification are met. 

35. For RBZ grassland-  if any part of the boundary is only post and wire, has another fence 

to be erected?  

 An existing suitable permanent fence will suffice but must be maintained for the 

contract. 

36. Riparian Buffer Zone: where a Buffer Zone is created along an OSI waterline, does the 

remainder of the waterline in that parcel to be fenced off from bovines?  

Yes 

37. Riparian Buffer Zone - it states a farmer can cut but not between 1st march & 31st Aug. 

If they wish, would the farmer be allowed to cut hay/silage outside this time frame?  

Yes 

38. Riparian Zone - A farmer who has lodged an application under the Green Restoration 

Project. She has opted to place 2 dams in a stream under this scheme. There will be no 

actions taken in adjacent parcels under the Green restoration project. Will putting these 

dams in have any affect with creating a buffer zone adjacent to the stream. The Green 
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Restoration project has said it would not be considered as double funding, but the 

applicant would like clarity. Please advise. 

Please see relevant section 7.8 in Terms and Conditions for issues in relation to potential 

double funding.  

 

 

39. Can a Riparian Margin be selected if it ticks the boxes for flow paths and flow points 

but doesn’t have PIP-P 1-3?  

Yes, if created adjacent to small streams, surface drains, rivers, lakes or ponds.  

 

40. Can a watercourse fenced for REPS/GLAS 1.5m be used now as a Riparian Strip 

without having to put up any additional fencing?  

See question 32 on Q&A document dated 17th October 2022. 

41. Where a river runs through a parcel with scrub and 0 MEA but cattle graze the adjoining 

parcel which has claimed area and can access the 0 MEA parcel and river - Is a 1.5m 

riparian buffer strip eligible on the parcel with claimed area provided its 1.5m back 

from the scrub?  

No  

42. Does the watercourse in the adjacent 0 MEA area need to be fenced, although it won’t 

be eligible for payment?  

Not applicable as not action not eligible 

43. Riparian Buffer Strip: if a fully stockproof hedge is present along watercourse - can the 

fence be erected tight to the hedge?  

No, to be eligible for this action the minimum continuous length to be delivered is 10 

metres. The Riparian buffer strip width is measured from the top of the bank or the edge 

of the existing vegetation (if scrub or hedge is present) into the field.  

 

44. If a farmer produces over 170kgN /ha grassland stocking rate in 2021 or subsequent 

years can they avail of the 1.5m riparian strip? Yes but the 1.5m buffer strip will need 

to be in addition to the mandatory requirement (currently 1.5m). Fence will have to be 

3m on applicable watercourses. To be eligible for the 1.5m Riparian Buffer strip. 

45. Riparian buffer zone with its own LPIS parcel of 2.05 ha. Can we select the entire parcel 

on the system and the farmer will receive payment on the 2ha?  

If the entire parcel (2.05 ha) is surrounded by stone wall, can the farmer fence around 

the whole field or has the 2 ha to be fenced?  

Yes entire LPIS parcel can be selected. They can fence around the whole field to be 

eligible for the action. Maximum payment is on 2ha. 

46. If you have a watercourse running through your land - can it be fenced on both sides 

(i.e. 1.5m) and claim riparian buffer strip payment on both sides?  

Yes 

47. If a farmer has sheep and puts a Riparian margin on land in the holding that sheep don't 

graze, can 1 strand of electric fence and permanent posts suffice?  

The fence must be fit for purpose and appropriate to exclude all livestock kept on the 

holding. If sheep are kept on the holding then sheep fencing would be required. 
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48. If a farmer wishes to create a Riparian Buffer Strip along the remaining waterline 

(adjacent to the RBZ), will he get paid to fence it out 1.5m from the top of the bank?  

Yes 

49. Planting Trees in a Riparian Buffer zone Tier 2 - planting 10 trees. A parcel is 1.16 ha 

so we have to digitise the parcel to be under 1 ha. 

If only planting 10 trees the RBZ plot can remain as 1.16Ha. Refer to Q28 on Q & A 

dated 17TH October 2022 

50. Does your farmyard have to be in the 2022 BPS in order to select ammonium capture 

farmyard action?  

Yes.  

 

51. Tree Belts for ammonia capture from farmyards: can we do this on the same parcel/field 

as planting a new hedgerow i.e. do we just draw out the area for the tree belt and fence 

the hedge with a different fence than the tree belt for ammonia? 

 GLAM will not allow the hedgerow on the Tree Belt for ammonia capture from 

farmyards Split Parcel. You draw the area for the Tree Belt. The hedgerow can go on 

the remaining area outside that split parcel and would need a different fence than the 

fence for tree belt. See Spec for full requirements for this action 

52. Which of the 3 possible REPS 3 and REPS 4 Measure 4a habitat options chosen when 

REPS was over are now eligible for ACRES Actions:: 

i. Returned to grass and became eligible – with MEA  

ii. Stayed as or went to scrub and became ineligible – no MEA  

iii. Was designated as a Landscape Feature which couldn’t be removed, could be 

managed as in REPS – could be cut but didn’t have to – not grazed and as a 

Landscape Feature was eligible or entitlements 

When choosing an ACRES action, only parcels with an MEA > 0 are eligible (other 

than Barn Owl Nest Boxes). For payment purposes it’s the eligibility for BISS in 2023 

that will determine eligible area for ACRES actions. Crop codes in 2022 need to be 

considered when choosing ACRES actions also. Refer to site suitability for each 

action.in terms of what action can be chosen on a parcel. Certain actions will be blocked 

on GLAM in the plots declared as Designated Habitat as they won’t have the allowable 

grass or arable crop code.  

 

 

Linear Actions 

53. Where there is a Space for Nature (SFN) green line/hedge drawn on the BPS maps, 

which is not a hedge, but a grassy margin/bank, is it okay to put a new ACRES hedge 

here?   

If a feature is mislabelled in the SFN maps this can be corrected at BISS application 

time in 2023. If the location is suitable for a new hedgerow then it can be planted there. 

Refer to point 2 on page 73 of spec.  

54. Can the following parcels be split to enable tree / new hedgerow planting in areas where 

there is no mapped layer: 
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➢ Breeding Wader parcels? Tree planting is blocked on the entire LPIS if there is 

a Breeding Wader map intersect anywhere in that parcel. Splitting the parcel 

will not make the remaining area without the layer available for tree planting. 

Hedgerow Planting is only blocked on the actual Breeding wader mapped layer.  

➢ Geese and Swan parcels? Tree Planting/new hedgerow not blocked on parcels 

with Geese and Swan mapped layer. 

➢ Natura.parcels? Tree planting is blocked on the entire LPIS if there is a 

SAC/SPA map intersect anywhere in that parcel. Splitting the parcel will not 

make the remaining area without the layer available for tree planting. Hedgerow 

Planting is only blocked on the actual SAC/SPA mapped layer. 

55. Grassland Margins Arable – can the field where they are selected become grassland 

during the ACES contract?   

Yes.  Grassland Margin Arable can be chosen in a forage parcel, livestock have to be 

excluded from the grass margin. 

56. Grassland Margins Grassland – can the parcel which includes the grass margin become 

arable during the ACRES contract?   

Yes 

57. Planting a New Hedgerow: How far out does the new hedge have to be planted  from 

an existing hedgerow?  

For this example, there must be a field or farm roadway between the 2 hedgerows. 

58. Are hedgerows planted, or coppiced in GLAS and/or AEOS eligible for the coppicing 

action? See page 6 of the Q & A document dated 10TH October on the website. 

 

59. Planting a New Hedge: is the "additional guidance" of planting a tree every 50m an 

"option" or "conditional" to fulfilling the requirements?  

For all actions additional guidance is optional, only requirements are mandatory 

60. Where no livestock are present on the holding must a protective fence still be erected 

around a new hedgerow that is planted?  

Yes  

61. For Planting, Laying or Coppicing of hedges – Where no livestock are present: What is 

the fencing requirement?  

Permanent Fence must still be in place. 

62. Where an appropriate permanent fence is required, what is the requirement? 

 The fence must have permanent posts and be fit for purpose for the type of livestock 

present. 

63. When drawing linear actions - Do we map out gaps or gateways not to be planted / 

rejuvenated / fenced or is it more important to get the total length planted / fenced 

correct for what will be actually done on the ground? The length drawn has to be 

delivered. If 100m is drawn in the FSP for a linear action then 100m has to be delivered. 

Gaps should be accounted for when drawing the linear actions. 
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Other Actions 

64. Planting a line of trees under the tree planting option, can this be placed beside a new 

hedge being planted under the "planting a Hedgerow" option?  

No 

65. Trees planted under ACRES Tree planting action or the Tree Belt for Ammonia Capture 

from Farmyards. . Will the areas dedicated to these trees still be eligible for BPS 

payments?   

The parcel that is planted for the action Tree Belt for Ammonia Capture from 

Farmyards will be eligible for BISS. Areas planted in the Tree Planting Action will be 

included in the percentage of beneficial features allowed. If entire area of beneficial 

features is less than 50% in the parcel, then the entire parcel will be eligible for BISS. 

66. Can a line of trees be placed beside a new hedge being planted under the "planting a 

Hedgerow" option?  

No.  

  

67. A farmer is proposing to remove a GLAS grove of trees after the 31st of Dec 2022. Can 

he use the same area for planting new trees in ACRES as the grove will be gone?  

All ACRES actions with the exception of Barn owl boxes must be selected on a parcel 

with an MEA > 0. Refer to the Forestry Act regarding removal of Trees.  

 

68. For tree planting in a row, is there a min. number of trees allowed in a row?  

No, minimum spacing must be met for all trees planted 

69. Is it ok to plant trees inside an existing fence once the trees are staked and guarded?   

Yes, but 

Where a fence has been grant aided under TAMS II or any DAFM Capital investment 

Scheme from 01 January 2018, this fence cannot fulfil the fencing requirement for the 

following ACRES actions: Coppicing of hedgerows; Grass margins – Grassland; 

Laying of hedgerows; Planting a new hedgerow; Planting a traditional orchard; 

Riparian buffer strip/zone – Grassland; Tree belts for ammonia capture from farmyards 

and Tree planting.  

The same fence cannot be used to fulfil the fencing requirement where an applicant has 

chosen to select two actions in the same parcel or same location and each action 

incorporates a fencing element. In this case, each action is required to have its own 

fence.  

 

70. Tree planting: Can trees be planted in gaps in existing hedges?  

Yes 

 

71. How will rare breed payment be allocated, will it be an average for each year, or will it 

be limited to the number at contract commencement, e.g. if applicant starts with one 

Dexter cow but buys 9 more in June 2023, how will payment be calculated? 
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The Requirement at applications stage is to upload proof of membership. Must be a 

member at this time of application. Similar to GLAS, payment will be in arrears. Annual 

Rare Breed claim will specify the number of animals in previous year. Payment will be 

made in arrears based on the monthly average livestock units of owned registered 

animals over the previous recording year. 

72. Conservation of Rare Breeds: Can the foal of a Colt <3yrs old who sires a mare & hasn't 

yet been inspected as a stallion be paid on?  

The foal has to registered as with the relevant Breed Society to be eligible for payment. 

73. If a farmer goes organic and doesn't select Geese and Swans on his holding, even though 

lands are all in Geese and Swan mapped area, I assume he still will be regarded as a 

Tier 1 applicant?  

Geese and Swans is not a mandatory action. If the applicant is considered Tier 1 due to 

being registered as an Organic farmer, there is no obligation to undertake the Geese and 

Swans Action 

74. For a farmer participating in organics, do all area-based actions taken up in ACRES 

lead to a reduction in his organic payment?  

Please see Appendix 6 of Spec. 

75. If a farmer in organics for the past 2 years chooses an ACRES action Grass Margins- 

Arable in ACRES now, will he/she have to repay the previous year’s organic payment 

claimed on the area of AGM's that he is now installing and thereby reducing his organic 

area? 

Refer to the OFS Terms and Conditions or direct this question directly to the Organics 

division: Email organics@agriculture.gov.ie 
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