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REMINDER OF WHY WE ARE HERE

❑ONCE IN A GENERATION OPPORTUNITY TO RESET THE FUTURE DIRECTION OF 
FORESTS & FORESTRY IN IRELAND FOR NEXT 100 – 200 YEARS

❑FORESTRY CAN BE A BEACON FOR OTHER SECTORS GRAPPLING WITH 
ADAPTING TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AS THE NEW NORM

❑FORESTS & FORESTRY CAN DELIVER ECONOMIC, SOCIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL 
BENEFITS AND BE TRULY ‘SUSTAINABLE’

❑BROAD SOCIETAL INPUT & BUY-IN BEING SOUGHT FOR A SHARED NATIONAL 
VISION FOR TREES WOODS & FORESTS THAT WE CAN ALL SUPPORT



Focus for WG 2

1) THE SHARED VISION (THE WHY AND THE WHAT)

2) STRATEGY TO DELIVER ON THE VISION (WHAT, WHO, 

HOW, WHEN)

3) COALITION BUILDING TO HELP IMPLEMENT THE VISION 

AND STRATEGY



All Feeding Into Both the Vision and Strategy;
Reports all on FS Website + Summary Report

Summary of Consultations and Engagements



Significance of all of the Consultations and Reports

• Provides Broad Legitimacy for the Shared 
National Vision and the Strategy to 
Implement that Vision

• The vision is for change not business as 
usual



Significance of all of the Consultations and Reports

Following an extensive period of engagement and consultation Ireland has, for the first time a Shared National 
Vision for the role of trees and forests. It is an ambitious vision, which if achieved, will result in an expansion of 
multi-functional and diverse forests, delivering multiple benefits for climate, nature, wood, people, economy 
and rural development. The overarching statement of this Vision is:
‘The right trees in the right places for the right reasons with the right management supporting a clean, healthy 
and well protected environment and a sustainable economy and society’.
The outcome of the recent public consultation and engagement produced wide ranging well represented 
views. It generated rich insights into the views and values of Irish citizens and forestry stakeholders. For 
example, it is clear that people want more trees and forest cover in the Irish landscape, with climate change 
and biodiversity seen as the key drivers for this. There is a preference for more diverse mixed and native 
forests to be established and managed in ways that can enhance ecosystems and biodiversity; benefit human 
health and wellbeing; and contribute to the national and local economy. There is a preference to see more 
wood products used both as a long-term store of carbon and as a substitute to using more carbon intensive 
products. The consultation also identified some of the key challenges such as having sufficient capacity and 
resources to meet the ambition set out in the Shared Vision; achieving better integration of trees and forests 
with traditional farming and agricultural practices.







Next Steps

• Complete the public and SEA consultations on both the 
Draft Forest Strategy and Draft Forest Strategy 
Implementation Plan

• You are all free to engage in this process 

• Finalise the Strategy, Forestry Programme and 
Implementation Plan and get cracking on implementation 

• Finalise and establish new Governance and Stakeholder 
Engagement Processes for the new Forest Strategy and 
Forestry Programme



The hard work of implementation begins now and we have the best 
chance of realising the ambitious vision for transformational 
change if you and the other organisations and groups that make up 
the broad coalition get fully behind the new vision and strategy.  


