




Submission HLG 00433-22: Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
Determination on Foreshore Licence Application FS007261 Shelmalere 
Offshore Wind Farm Ltd for Site Investigations off Wexford and Wicklow

Final comment

Signed by minister, 12/10/2022

Action required

Ministerial determination on the Screening for Appropriate Assessment and signing of the Screening for Appropriate Assessment 

Determination Statement, if approved.

Executive summary

Shelmalere Offshore Wind Farm Ltd has applied for a Foreshore Licence to conduct Site Investigations off counties Wexford and 

Wicklow to inform the engineering and design of an offshore wind farm and associated infrastructure.

As part of the assessment of this application the Minister is required to make a Screening for AA determination in accordance with 

Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 

Habitats Regulations 2011 as amended (The Regulations).

Having considered all relevant material, a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Report and reaches the following Screening for AA determination:

In accordance with Regulation 42(6) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is required  as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a 

significant effect on European sites. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites cannot be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European site.

Detailed information

Shelmalere Offshore Wind Farm Ltd, a subsidiary project company of DP Energy Ireland, has applied for a Foreshore Licence to 

carry out Site Investigation (SI) surveys off the coast of counties Wexford and Wicklow. These surveys will inform the suitability of 

the area as a location for an offshore wind farm and associated export cables and electrical infrastructure.

Brief Description of Works

The following SI surveys are proposed: Hydrographical and Geophysial; Geotechnical; Ecological and Metocean Device Deployment 

(Floating LiDAR, ADCP’s, Wave Buoys). The purpose of these surveys is to better understand the existing seabed and sub-surface 

conditions within the Foreshore Licence Application Area which will be used to inform design of the proposed offshore wind farm.

The Foreshore Licence Application Area lies within the South-Western Irish Sea off the coasts of Counties Wexford and Wicklow, 

within Ireland’s 12 nautical mile limit and covers an area of 639.66km2.

A Foreshore Licence is sought solely for the proposed site investigation works which will be temporary and short-term. Undertaking 

the site investigation works does not guarantee that an offshore wind farm and associated infrastructure will be developed.

Further details of the proposed activity are outlined in the application form and associated documents at the link 

below:  https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site-investigations-off-counties-wexford-

and-wicklow/

Environmental Assessment

As part of the assessment of this Foreshore Licence application, Ove Arup and Partners with Hartley Anderson Limited were 

commissioned as Independent Environmental Consultants (IEC) to conduct a Screening for Appropriate Assessment (stage 1 

screening) and if required, an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2), of the likelihood of significant impact on European sites from the 

application for a Foreshore Site Investigation Licence.

Application documents submitted by Mainstream Renewable Power Ltd informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment. These 

are:

l Application Form (Tab 07) 

l Foreshore Licence Map (Tab 08) 

l Foreshore Licence Map2 with Coordinates (Tab 09) 

l Schedule of Activities (Tab 10) 

l Supporting Information for Screening of Appropriate Assessment (Tab 05) 

l Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species (Prepared by applicant) (Tab 06)

The Department ’s Foreshore Notice website, currently containing the Application Form and the Map is at: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site- investigations-off-counties-wexford-and-

wicklow/

Risk Assessment of Annex IV Species

The Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment) reviewed the applicant’s environmental reports and concluded: 

A review of the applicant ’s environmental reports provided sufficient relevant information in order for a Risk 

Assessment of Annex IV species to be carried out by the IEC. With strict adherence to the DAHG 2014 guidance 

on underwater noise as outlined in the IEC’s report it is very unlikely that any Annex IV species will be disturbed, 

injured or killed as a result of the proposed site investigation works. Having considered the application by DP 

Energy Shelmalere and the IEC’s Risk Assessment of Annex IV species report I agree with and accept this report 

and its conclusions. It should be noted that this risk assessment is not part of the Article 6.3 assessment and 

therefore identification and inclusion of mitigation measures within the risk assessment is appropriated at this 

stage. (TAB 4).

Independent Environmental Report

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report (Tab 03) was completed by the IEC in September 2022. It concluded that likely 

significant effects as a result of this project, alone or in-combination with other plans and projects, on the conservation objectives 

of European sites cannot be excluded and therefore an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2) is required. (TAB 3 ).

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment review, along with all relevant material provided by the applicant, was considered by the 

Department Marine Advisor (Environment) who agreed with and accepted the IEC ’s report and its conclusions.The following 

recommendation has been made in relation to the Screening for Appropriate Assessment by the Minister:

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage has undertaken Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European sites, if the Site Investigation surveys off the coast of County 

Wicklow and Wexford, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effects on 

any European site. 

In accordance with Regulation 42(6) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a 

significant effect the integrity of European sites, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives. This determination is based on 

the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed site investigations, and has not taken account of measures intended to 

avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

A copy of all the material which informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment report is contained in the tabs below and 

adoption of the report is recommended. 

Tab 01  contains the Screening Determination for Appropriate Assessment statement, prepared by the Department’s Marine 

Advisor (Environment), for Ministerial Determination and signing.

Tab 02  contains the Marine Advisor Environment Screening Stage Report, prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor 

(Environment).

Tab 03  contains the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report, prepared by the IEC
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Executive summary

Shelmalere Offshore Wind Farm Ltd has applied for a Foreshore Licence to conduct Site Investigations off counties Wexford and 

Wicklow to inform the engineering and design of an offshore wind farm and associated infrastructure.

As part of the assessment of this application the Minister is required to make a Screening for AA determination in accordance with 

Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 

Habitats Regulations 2011 as amended (The Regulations).

Having considered all relevant material, a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Report and reaches the following Screening for AA determination:

In accordance with Regulation 42(6) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is required  as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a 

significant effect on European sites. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites cannot be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European site.

Detailed information

Shelmalere Offshore Wind Farm Ltd, a subsidiary project company of DP Energy Ireland, has applied for a Foreshore Licence to 

carry out Site Investigation (SI) surveys off the coast of counties Wexford and Wicklow. These surveys will inform the suitability of 

the area as a location for an offshore wind farm and associated export cables and electrical infrastructure.

Brief Description of Works

The following SI surveys are proposed: Hydrographical and Geophysial; Geotechnical; Ecological and Metocean Device Deployment 

(Floating LiDAR, ADCP’s, Wave Buoys). The purpose of these surveys is to better understand the existing seabed and sub-surface 

conditions within the Foreshore Licence Application Area which will be used to inform design of the proposed offshore wind farm.

The Foreshore Licence Application Area lies within the South-Western Irish Sea off the coasts of Counties Wexford and Wicklow, 

within Ireland’s 12 nautical mile limit and covers an area of 639.66km2.

A Foreshore Licence is sought solely for the proposed site investigation works which will be temporary and short-term. Undertaking 

the site investigation works does not guarantee that an offshore wind farm and associated infrastructure will be developed.

Further details of the proposed activity are outlined in the application form and associated documents at the link 

below:  https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site-investigations-off-counties-wexford-

and-wicklow/

Environmental Assessment

As part of the assessment of this Foreshore Licence application, Ove Arup and Partners with Hartley Anderson Limited were 

commissioned as Independent Environmental Consultants (IEC) to conduct a Screening for Appropriate Assessment (stage 1 

screening) and if required, an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2), of the likelihood of significant impact on European sites from the 

application for a Foreshore Site Investigation Licence.

Application documents submitted by Mainstream Renewable Power Ltd informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment. These 

are:

l Application Form (Tab 07) 

l Foreshore Licence Map (Tab 08) 

l Foreshore Licence Map2 with Coordinates (Tab 09) 

l Schedule of Activities (Tab 10) 

l Supporting Information for Screening of Appropriate Assessment (Tab 05) 

l Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species (Prepared by applicant) (Tab 06)

The Department ’s Foreshore Notice website, currently containing the Application Form and the Map is at: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site- investigations-off-counties-wexford-and-

wicklow/

Risk Assessment of Annex IV Species

The Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment) reviewed the applicant’s environmental reports and concluded: 

A review of the applicant ’s environmental reports provided sufficient relevant information in order for a Risk 

Assessment of Annex IV species to be carried out by the IEC. With strict adherence to the DAHG 2014 guidance 

on underwater noise as outlined in the IEC’s report it is very unlikely that any Annex IV species will be disturbed, 

injured or killed as a result of the proposed site investigation works. Having considered the application by DP 

Energy Shelmalere and the IEC’s Risk Assessment of Annex IV species report I agree with and accept this report 

and its conclusions. It should be noted that this risk assessment is not part of the Article 6.3 assessment and 

therefore identification and inclusion of mitigation measures within the risk assessment is appropriated at this 

stage. (TAB 4).

Independent Environmental Report

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report (Tab 03) was completed by the IEC in September 2022. It concluded that likely 

significant effects as a result of this project, alone or in-combination with other plans and projects, on the conservation objectives 

of European sites cannot be excluded and therefore an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2) is required. (TAB 3 ).

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment review, along with all relevant material provided by the applicant, was considered by the 

Department Marine Advisor (Environment) who agreed with and accepted the IEC ’s report and its conclusions.The following 

recommendation has been made in relation to the Screening for Appropriate Assessment by the Minister:

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage has undertaken Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European sites, if the Site Investigation surveys off the coast of County 

Wicklow and Wexford, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effects on 

any European site. 

In accordance with Regulation 42(6) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a 

significant effect the integrity of European sites, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives. This determination is based on 

the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed site investigations, and has not taken account of measures intended to 

avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

A copy of all the material which informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment report is contained in the tabs below and 

adoption of the report is recommended. 

Tab 01  contains the Screening Determination for Appropriate Assessment statement, prepared by the Department’s Marine 

Advisor (Environment), for Ministerial Determination and signing.

Tab 02  contains the Marine Advisor Environment Screening Stage Report, prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor 

(Environment).

Tab 03  contains the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report, prepared by the IEC
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the area as a location for an offshore wind farm and associated export cables and electrical infrastructure.
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(Floating LiDAR, ADCP’s, Wave Buoys). The purpose of these surveys is to better understand the existing seabed and sub-surface 
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Further details of the proposed activity are outlined in the application form and associated documents at the link 

below:  https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site-investigations-off-counties-wexford-

and-wicklow/

Environmental Assessment

As part of the assessment of this Foreshore Licence application, Ove Arup and Partners with Hartley Anderson Limited were 

commissioned as Independent Environmental Consultants (IEC) to conduct a Screening for Appropriate Assessment (stage 1 

screening) and if required, an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2), of the likelihood of significant impact on European sites from the 

application for a Foreshore Site Investigation Licence.

Application documents submitted by Mainstream Renewable Power Ltd informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment. These 

are:

l Application Form (Tab 07) 

l Foreshore Licence Map (Tab 08) 

l Foreshore Licence Map2 with Coordinates (Tab 09) 

l Schedule of Activities (Tab 10) 

l Supporting Information for Screening of Appropriate Assessment (Tab 05) 

l Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species (Prepared by applicant) (Tab 06)

The Department ’s Foreshore Notice website, currently containing the Application Form and the Map is at: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site- investigations-off-counties-wexford-and-

wicklow/

Risk Assessment of Annex IV Species

The Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment) reviewed the applicant’s environmental reports and concluded: 

A review of the applicant ’s environmental reports provided sufficient relevant information in order for a Risk 

Assessment of Annex IV species to be carried out by the IEC. With strict adherence to the DAHG 2014 guidance 

on underwater noise as outlined in the IEC’s report it is very unlikely that any Annex IV species will be disturbed, 

injured or killed as a result of the proposed site investigation works. Having considered the application by DP 

Energy Shelmalere and the IEC’s Risk Assessment of Annex IV species report I agree with and accept this report 

and its conclusions. It should be noted that this risk assessment is not part of the Article 6.3 assessment and 

therefore identification and inclusion of mitigation measures within the risk assessment is appropriated at this 

stage. (TAB 4).

Independent Environmental Report

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report (Tab 03) was completed by the IEC in September 2022. It concluded that likely 

significant effects as a result of this project, alone or in-combination with other plans and projects, on the conservation objectives 

of European sites cannot be excluded and therefore an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2) is required. (TAB 3 ).

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment review, along with all relevant material provided by the applicant, was considered by the 

Department Marine Advisor (Environment) who agreed with and accepted the IEC ’s report and its conclusions.The following 

recommendation has been made in relation to the Screening for Appropriate Assessment by the Minister:

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage has undertaken Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European sites, if the Site Investigation surveys off the coast of County 

Wicklow and Wexford, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effects on 

any European site. 

In accordance with Regulation 42(6) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a 

significant effect the integrity of European sites, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives. This determination is based on 

the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed site investigations, and has not taken account of measures intended to 

avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

A copy of all the material which informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment report is contained in the tabs below and 

adoption of the report is recommended. 

Tab 01  contains the Screening Determination for Appropriate Assessment statement, prepared by the Department’s Marine 

Advisor (Environment), for Ministerial Determination and signing.

Tab 02  contains the Marine Advisor Environment Screening Stage Report, prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor 

(Environment).

Tab 03  contains the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report, prepared by the IEC
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