


































employees, but the NUJ has experience of news organisations being slow to deal 

with this issue. 

Media Literacy 

20. Media literacy is vital in helping people negotiate the internet, learn how to find

respected news sources and differentiate between rumour, pastiche, propaganda

and misinformation, as well as protect themselves from harm. For young people,

many of whom learned to use the iPad in their pram, it can be a minefield. They are

constantly targeted by a range of vloggers and "influencers" paid by advertisers to

promote their wares. Digital marketing company, Exposure Ninja, claims on its

website: "A whopping 81 per cent of the population trusts the advice they get from

bloggers, making them very powerful advocates for any brand on line." The NUJ has

taken part in a media literacy roundtable convened by the DCMS and held a meeting

during Media Literacy Week which brought together experts in this field and our

members. Michelle Stanistreet, NUJ general secretary, said the union had a long

tradition of supporting ethical journalism, promoting a diverse media industry and

regularly worked with journalism colleges: "Boosting our critical capacity to weed

out what's been fact-checked from what has not is the challenge we all face and a

skill we need to help our children acquire from the earliest possible age. Trust in

journalism underpins all this work - as does having a media which reflects the world

it depicts."

21. Media literacy needs to be embedded in the curriculum from early years onwards.

The NUJ is keen to be involved in the government's proposed new online media

literacy strategy, together with the major digital, broadcast and news media

organisations, the education sector, researchers and civil society, as suggested in

the White Paper.
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