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Table B 3 Summary of relevant mitigation from DAFM documents 

Aspect  Mitigation 

Measure Specific 

It is therefore a general recommendation of this SEA 
that the text ‘where suitable and subject to 

appropriate environmental assessments’ be included 
following proposals for new planting or creation of 

new forests. 

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation   

The Registered Forester must assess the potential risk of sedimentation and nutrient runoff entering into ‘receiving waters’ (streams, rivers, 
lakes), during afforestation operations and establishment  

Ensure a site assessment has identified and mapped (on the required Biodiversity Map) the water features each of which require a water 
setback. 

An environmental setback is a unplanted and undisturbed open space of a defined width, installed to protect a particular environmental 
feature or sensitivity. Different types apply, depending on the feature or sensitivity involved, i.e. water setback, retained habitat setback, 
archaeological setback, public road setback, utilised building setback, landscape setback. 

Ensure that an adequate contingency plan is prepared. This plan must clearly inform operators how to react and who to contact, should an 
unexpected event arise that may create a risk to the environment, e.g. a period of intense rainfall, an accidental spillage of chemicals, the 
discovery of an unidentified archaeological site, monument or object. The plan should be readily available onsite and all operators should be 
made familiar with its content 

Prior to operations commencing, all machine operators and other site personnel will be appropriately briefed by the appointed Works 
Manager, Registered Forester or Site Ecologist, on the specific sensitivities of the site and on all relevant conditions, including the location of 
all exclusion zones and environmental setbacks. 

Ensure that future operational areas for future forest roads do not overlap with environmental setbacks for water, archaeology and retained 
habitats. 

Forestry Standards Manual 

At development planning stage (i.e. Form 1 stage), all environmental considerations must be identified on the biodiversity map drawn up 
with these in mind. 

The plantation must contain a minimum of 20% broadleaves. This can comprise broadleaves planted in plots of minimum width and / or as 
additional broadleaves planted for landscape and environmental reasons.(Also, see Note below regarding specific water sensitive areas.) 

Under Irish legislation, EIA is mandatory for the following forestry projects:  

-Forest  roads which would exceed 2,000 metres in length (S.I.600 of 2001, as amended by S.I.235 of 2008)  

-initial afforestation which would involve an area of 50 hectares or more (S.I.349 of 1989, as amended by S.I.538 of 2001) 

DAFM must undertake a ‘screening’ for appropriate assessment to evaluate if there is a possibility of the project – either alone or in 
combination with other plans and projects – having a significant effect on the conservation objectives and associated qualifying interests of 
any NATURA 2000 site.. 

The Native Tree Area scheme will not follow the pre-approval process of the existing afforestation scheme where individual applications are 
screened for appropriate assessment. Direct entry to the scheme will apply, using the same approach that is employed with agri-

https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

environmental schemes. The scheme has been designed to avoid and minimise potential impacts from the outset using the best available 
information and by applying pre-emptive measures. These generic measures are mandatory in nature for all areas to be included in the 
scheme. They will not be proposed on a farm-by-farm basis by applying site specific conditions. Pre-emptive measures have been introduced 
to ensure that tree planting works are undertaken in a legally compliant and sustainable manner. These measures are applied in the form of 
two distinct stages; Stage 1: Scheme Eligibility Map and Stage 2: Scheme Pre-Emptive Measures. Screening for appropriate assessment is 
taking place at scheme level and not on a farm-by-farm basis for each individual application received. 

 .. 

It should be noted that the approval of the Minister is required for  all afforestation and forest road construction projects, whether grant aided 
or not. 

Water sampling under the Acid Sensitivity Protocol for Afforestation is not required for Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine 
afforestation applications within Acid Sensitive Areas (ASAs) that comprise Native Forests FT1, 2 and 3or agroforestry. 

 Forest Creation Silvicultural Standards 

When assessing a site for Forest Creation, a simple walkover soil survey is needed to identify the soil type(s) present. 

For native forest creation, each new forest must reflect the appropriate native forest type (or types) identified during the application process 
as being the most ecologically appropriate for the site.  

The site must be capable of supporting the vigorous growth and sustainable long-term development of suitable species and FT for the site.  

Restrictions relating to land type, soil, elevation, aspect, shell marl, flooding and other site factors, as set out in the Forestry Schemes Manual 
l and the Land Types for Afforestation, apply. GPC 1 and 2 land categories are not eligible for grant aid under Forestry Programme 2023-
2027.  

Afforestation is regulated under  Forestry Act, 2014 (and any Act that succeeds or replaces that Act). 

Several ASAs also overlap with Freshwater Pearl Mussel (FPM) catchments. Native  Forests FT1, 2 and 3 applications must incorporate 
appropriate measures to ensure that no silt, nutrients or herbicides enter receiving waters. This is a key requirement within FPM catchments. 
The Forestry and FPM Requirements must be applied.  

All tree species proposed for planting under Native Forests FT1, 2 and 3 Scenario 1 to 6 . must be: (i) native to the island of Ireland; (ii) 
representative of the native woodland type or types being promoted on site: and (iii) acceptable to  DAFM 

The spacing of 2.0 m x 1.5 m is required for FT1, 2, 3 and 6, giving a planting density of 3,300 trees / ha. The spacing of 2.0M x 2.0M is 
required for FT4,7,10,11 and 12. These specifications are aimed at promoting rapid establishment and the development of a vibrant emerging 
canopy in those areas planted. Any variation on the above requirements regarding species mix, density, composition and layout, must be 
agreed in advance with DAFM. Polices on plant density spacings may be changed as directed by DAFM.  

Exclusion of ash due to ash dieback disease (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus), as set out in Forest Service Circular 04/2013. 

 

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

In the context of Ireland’s special Protected Zone status with respect to specific harmful forest pests and diseases, plants of those species 
acceptable under FT 1 – 12 must be purchased from nurseries / brokers registered under the EU Plant Health Regulations, and must be 
accompanied by a valid EU Plant Passport where applicable, to certify the absence of the relevant pests and diseases 

Registered Forester must assess the site risk and identifying appropriate options 

assess the site (both in-field and desk-based, using MapViewer on iNET); 

identify the level of risk associated with the site (or parts thereof) regarding the potential for sediment and nutrient release and other negative 
impacts, arising from: the nature, size and location of the project (including all operations and ancillary works)  over the establishment period 
and the potential for in-combination effects with other plans and projects. Select the appropriate option (or combination of options) that 
match the level of risk identified, drawing from a list of forestry operations, practices and measures (‘options’) set for each type of forestry 
development (as set out under S.I.191 of 2017). Appropriate ancillary options must also be selected. 

It is a recommendation of this SEA that the IPFS 
incorporates the mitigation measures in Section 9 of 
SEA relating to best practice forestry management 
and operation.  

Forestry Standards Manual 

Sediment control and management measures must take account of rainfall levels and the possible likelihood of rainfall deluge and flash-flood 
events.  

Where trees are required to be removed (e.g. to facilitate the erection of a fence), a felling licence may be necessary 

Apply fertiliser manually after cultivation to afforestation sites, avoiding drains, all environmental setbacks, areas within 20 metres of aquatic 
zones, and waterlogged areas 

All existing fences and boundaries must be to a standard that can exclude domestic stock and protect the growing crop.  

 

Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements 

When selecting the most appropriate / preferred forestry option(s), the following must be considered: 

No commercial conifer afforestation is envisaged within close proximity to aquatic zones within the Plan’s area on sites deemed to be highly 
sensitive in nature. On such sites, afforestation will be excluded or limited to the creation of new native  forest under  FT1,2 and 3 

A reduced or no-thin policy may be needed where certain site conditions exist (e.g. high water table, high exposure) which elevate the risk of 
windblow and subsequent sediment release. Any area proposed for clearfelling will need to be assessed individually and an appropriate 
harvesting plan put in place. In most cases, it is anticipated that standard harvesting machinery will be used to clearfell the majority of 
existing sites, with alternative options (such as manual felling and cable extraction) considered for more sensitive sites or parts of sites. 

Careful consideration is required regarding the most appropriate post-clearfell option or combination of options, using the Reforestation 
Objective system set out in the Felling & Reforestation Policy 

The aerial fertilisation of forests requires a licence from the Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine under S.I.191 of 2017. As a general 
policy, forest owners should assume that this activity will not be permitted in any of the 27 FPM Catchments. 

Aerial Fertilisation shall not carry out aerial fertilisation in the period from 1 September to 31 March of the following year. 

Adhere to all setback outlined in S.I.191 of 2017 when carrying out Aerial Fertilisation. 

file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd%20(2).pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwit6tzu39f6AhUGTEEAHXAcAAcQFnoECCQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F179639%2Ff56bf340-b5dc-4de0-860b-5b31874135a3.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1QXHWkTQCXVPzgcjjAwjLI
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Aspect  Mitigation 

 

Standards for felling and Reforestation 

Plan extraction routes to avoid exclusion zones for water, archaeology and onsite habitats. 

Before the commencement of any works, all machine drivers and other operators should be fully aware of any environmental sensitivities 
onsite, and the relevant standards that apply. For example, operators must be made aware of the location of any exclusion zones for water, 
onsite habitats and biodiversity features, and archaeological features, and what they entail for operations. All operators must also be familiar 
with the content of the Harvest Plan and the Contingency Plan 

Contingency Plan must clearly inform all machine drivers and other operators how to act and who to contact, should an unexpected event 
arise that may create a risk to the environment. Examples include an accidental fuel spillage or the discovery of an unidentified 
archaeological site or artefact. 

Exclusion zones at harvesting stage, where not otherwise specified as an archaeological condition of the felling licence, will be the minimum 
setbacks for archaeological sites, monuments, important built heritage structures or features 

The treatment and reporting of the discovery of archaeological finds during harvesting or at reforestation stage should be as per the 
specifications in Section 3.8 (page 44) of the Environmental Requirements for Afforestation (December 2016) 

Store and prepare all chemicals, urea, fuel and machine oils at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest aquatic zone 
and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this purpose.  

Similarly, undertake all machine refuelling, maintenance and repair at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest 
aquatic zone and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this 
purpose. Collect spent oils and remove for correct offsite disposal. 

It is a recommendation of this SEA that the IPFS 
incorporates the mitigation measures in Section 9 of 
SEA relating to archaeological assessment and the 
discovery of potential features of archaeological 
significance.  

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation   

Where afforestation is approved near known or suspected archaeological sites and monuments or other important built heritage structures or 
features, to seek to ensure that: (i) appropriate exclusion zones, fencing, access paths and other relevant measures are incorporated into the 
project design; (ii) there is an appropriate response should any previously unrecorded archaeological site, monument, object, structure or 
feature be discovered during site work; and (iii) any approved design is sympathetic to and provides an appropriate visual setting for such 
sites, monuments, structures or features. 

The Registered Forester must identify known archaeological sites and monuments or other important built heritage structures or features, on 
and adjoining a site proposed for afforestation, through review of the relevant layers on iNET, and through a thorough onsite assessment. 

Where an archaeological object is discovered at this stage, it must by law be reported within a reasonable time period (and not longer than 96 
hours) to the Garda Síochána or the National Museum of Ireland. 

Where archaeological monitoring is required as a condition of a licence or scheme approval an independent archaeological consultant must 
be retained by the Applicant or Registered Forester to carry out the monitoring and the Applicant or Registered Forester will be responsible 
for all costs arising; 

The archaeologist will be empowered by the approval conditions to stop any works in the immediate area of any new discoveries inter alia, so 
as to ensure the timely notification of the relevant authorities, the proper recording of any exposed archaeological material, and the 
preservation by record or preservation in situ of the elements of the archaeological heritage, as appropriate 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf


 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine Ireland's Forest Strategy Implementation Plan 
 

285593-00_DB_RP_003 | Issue | 14 October 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland Limited SEA Environmental Report Page C-6 
 

Aspect  Mitigation 

Where archaeological monitoring is required as a condition of a licence or scheme approval, there will be a condition requiring the 
archaeological consultant to submit a full report on the results of the archaeological monitoring (including any discoveries made and any 
subsequent archaeological work undertaken) to the DAFM, the NMS and the National Museum of Ireland;  

Unless the conditions attached to the technical approval specify otherwise, erect a permanent fence comprising two strands of plain wire on 
the outer edge of the archaeological / built heritage exclusion zone. Adhere to the standard DAFM fencing specifications, including the use of 
IS 436 stakes (see the Forestry Standards Manual) (*). Note, where the outer edge of an archaeological monument / built heritage structure or 
feature is not evident on-the-ground, the advice of the DAFM Archaeologist or a consultant archaeologist retained by the Applicant or her / 
his Registered Forester should be sought. (*This fence must be stock proof, if it represents an external boundary of the plantation.) 

Existing access routes to an archaeological site must be left unplanted and undisturbed, and must be left open for pedestrian access by 
archaeological officials throughout the rotation. If there is no existing access route, leave an unplanted 4 metre wide route suitable for 
pedestrian access from the direction of the nearest public road, forest road or track. 

If an archaeological find is discovered, the following applies: -The Garda Síochána, the National Museum of Ireland or the National 
Monuments Service must be notified immediately.- The archaeological object(s) or feature(s) must be left undisturbed. A minimum 
exclusion zone 20 metres in radius centred on its location, and preferably larger, must be immediately created until the site of the find has 
been investigated. - Where an archaeological object is discovered other than by a qualified archaeologist operating under an excavation 
licence issued by the NMS, it must be reported in the same way as described in the Section 2.6.4. - Where feasible, all operations should be 
switched to some other part of the afforestation site, as far away as practically possible, until the investigation is complete. 

Standards for felling and Reforestation 

Plan extraction routes to avoid exclusion zones for water, archaeology and onsite habitats. 

Before the commencement of any works, all machine drivers and other operators should be fully aware of any environmental sensitivities 
onsite, and the relevant standards that apply. For example, operators must be made aware of the location of any exclusion zones for water, 
onsite habitats and biodiversity features, and archaeological features, and what they entail for operations. All operators must also be familiar 
with the content of the Harvest Plan and the Contingency Plan 

Contingency Plan must clearly inform all machine drivers and other operators how to act and who to contact, should an unexpected event 
arise that may create a risk to the environment. Examples include an accidental fuel spillage or the discovery of an unidentified 
archaeological site or artefact. 

Exclusion zones at harvesting stage, where not otherwise specified as an archaeological condition of the felling licence, will be the minimum 
setbacks for archaeological sites, monuments, important built heritage structures or features 

The treatment and reporting of the discovery of archaeological finds during harvesting or at reforestation stage should be as per the 
specifications in Section 3.8 (page 44) of the Environmental Requirements for Afforestation (December 2016) 

Store and prepare all chemicals, urea, fuel and machine oils at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest aquatic zone 
and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this purpose.  

Similarly, undertake all machine refuelling, maintenance and repair at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest 
aquatic zone and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this 
purpose. Collect spent oils and remove for correct offsite disposal. 

Forestry Standards Manual 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd%20(2).pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

The BIO Map must be included (if present) Archaeological sites and should be recorded in the legend, with the monument type (e.g. a 
ringfort) and the Record of Monuments and Places Number (e.g. LA 034-009) also noted, where known. Monuments should be identified on 
the map with a numbered prominent red cross 

Environmental features that may be potentially impacted by the proposed road development (e.g. archaeology) must be included on the Form 
1 pre-approval Forest Road Map, where relevant. 

Where the proposed planting site contains or adjoins a listed archaeological site or monument, or an unlisted but suspected archaeological 
site- identify the location of the site / monument on the Biodiversity Map. Although not required, a speedier processing of the application 
may be facilitated if the relevant Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) number is included in the Biodiversity Map legend 

Damage to archaeological sites is irreversible. The constraints relating to such sites are summarised in the Forestry & Archaeology 
Guidelines published by the DAFM. 

The Forestry & Archaeology Guidelines also summarise the actions and reporting procedures that must follow any archaeological find made 
in the course of forestry work, as well as the exclusion zones to be observed around non-archaeological sites 

All GPC plots must be 20 metres or greater in width, as measured tree-to-tree (i.e. excluding open spaces such as aquatic buffer zones, public 
road setbacks and archaeological exclusion zones) 

NWS Establishment Silvicultural Standards 

The minimum plot size and width requirements set out in the Forestry Procedures & Standards Manual apply to GPC9 and GPC10, with the 
following exception: GPC9 and GPC10 plots must be 20 metres or greater in width, as measured tree-to-tree (i.e. excluding open spaces such 
as aquatic buffer zones, public road setbacks and archaeological exclusion zones). 

It is a recommendation of this SEA that the IPFS 
incorporates the mitigation measures in Section 9 of 
SEA relating to landscape sensitivity assessment.  

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation   

The Registered Forester should consult with the relevant County Development Plan (both Draft and Final Plans), which will identify areas of 
particular landscape sensitivity, areas unsuitable for new conifer forestand important views. The Registered Forester should also view the site 
from various vantage points and approaches, to identify how best to design the forest 

Overall straight or horizontal lines and geometric or regular shapes should be avoided, where possible. These are often imposed by property 
boundaries, but can be mitigated by landscape setbacks 

On hillsides, planting should conform to the overall pattern in the landscape, whether natural landforms or field patterns, and follow the same 
rounded or irregular shapes. 

On sites approaching the skyline, the upper margin should be in line with the predominant landscape characteristics, be they irregular or 
smooth. Avoid leaving a narrow parallel band of open ground near the skyline. The open ground should reflect the scale of the hill or ridge. 
At lower points, planting can be carried right over the skyline. 

On lower margins, plantations can be blended into the agricultural landscape by introducing and extending broadleaf plots and additional 
broadleaves upwards in amongst conifer plots, especially following hollows in the landform 

Avoid creating long rows of single species or rows or blocks of alternate species. 

Avoid species boundaries crossing the skyline.  

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

Plot outlines and group planting should follow ground vegetation patterns – this will help maintain a natural appearance.  

Reinforce the outline of retained woody habitats, by planting broadleaves in adjoining tongues or groups.  

Where possible, ridelines and firebreaks through forests should follow landform and make use of natural features. They should follow an 
irregular route that avoids dividing a plantation into equal parts, and they should not be sited at right angles or parallel to contours. 

Standards for felling and Reforestation 

The Harvest Plan and associated maps must clearly state and illustrate the harvesting and, where applicable, reforestation operations that are 
planned onsite, and must also detail proposed measures to protect various social and environmental features (Key consideration listed below) 

Select coupe sizes which reflect the scale of the landscape.  

Landscape issues favour asymmetric and irregularly shaped coupes which follow landform, with edges diagonal to the contour, rising in 
hollows and descending on spurs. 

Skylines need to be treated on a large scale, with the forest either left standing or cleared fully to reveal the shape of the underlying landform. 

Narrow belts of perimeter trees on the skyline tend to accentuate the negative visual impact of harvesting operations and generally, should 
not be retained. 

Refer to the County Development Plan, which may contain particular references to landscape sensitivity in respect of forest development or 
operations such as clearfelling. 

Forestry Standards Manual 

If the proposed development is greater than 25 hectares, the application is automatically referred to the relevant Local Authority for its 
observations. Sites below this threshold may also be referred to Local Authorities, depending on their location and landscape sensitivity 

The plantation must contain a minimum of 20% broadleaves. This can comprise broadleaves planted in plots of minimum width and / or as 
additional broadleaves planted for landscape and environmental reasons 

Where practical and feasible and with consideration to other environmental receptors e, access to forest land should select the least visually-
sensitive route, particularly in areas of high landscape sensitivity. Existing access routes and crossing points should be used when present and 
suitable. 

Due to their biodiversity, cultural and landscape value, non-native veteran trees can be retained indefinitely. 

It is a recommendation of this SEA that the IPFS 
incorporates the mitigation measures in Section 9 of 
SEA relating to best practice construction measures82 

Standards for Felling and Reforestation 

Prior to the commencement of operations, install silt traps within existing forest drains that connect with aquatic zones, either directly or 
indirect through other relevant watercourses. 

Minimise the crossing of drains during felling and extraction, and restrict machine activity to brashed extraction racks and haulage routes.  

 
82 Where ‘construction’ is taken to mean any works involving machinery, traffic movements, noise and air emissions etc.  

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd%20(2).pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

Create and maintain dense mats of brash and branch wood on all machine routes, to avoid soil damage, erosion and sedimentation. 
Concentrate brash mats on primary routes and in sections crossing soils with a low bearing capacity. The junction of extraction paths and 
landing sites should also be supplied with a protective brash cover. Brash mats should be renewed when they become heavily used and worn, 
and no longer function effectively 

Store, fuel and machine oils at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest aquatic zone and at least 20 m from the 
nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this purpose.  

Similarly, undertake all machine refuelling, maintenance and repair at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest 
aquatic zone and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this 
purpose. Collect spent oils and remove for correct offsite disposal. 

Forestry Standards Manual 

Areas recognised for their geological importance should be taken into consideration during the layout, design and construction of forest 
roads. 

The construction of new drains, or changing the shape of drains, should not take place in exclusion zones and should only enter aquatic 
buffer zones where the site is flat (or almost so) and will not result in sediment entering the aquatic zone. 

Special construction works will only apply to permanent bridges and large culverts greater than or equal to 1.0 metre in diameter, and will be 
limited to situations where the forest area served exceeds 5 hectares 

It should be noted that the approval of the Minister is required for all forest road works projects, whether grant aided or not. 

 

Forest Road Manual  

• Roading plans to be based on detailed surveys and environmental care principles that ensure that all environmentally sensitive locations are 
identified and appropriate design and construction techniques adopted 

• Roads must not follow watercourses, crossings must be kept to a minimum and crossing structures (bridges, fords, etc.) must not impede the 
waterflow. 

• Roadside drains should be provided to minimise the concentrations and velocity of runoff and ensure that water drains from the road surface. 

• Methods for the construction of forest roads and associated special construction works including the specification of machinery and ancillary 
equipment should be selected to promote efficient construction and minimise environmental impact. 

• Road construction should ideally be undertaken during summer periods when lower rainfall and drier soil conditions minimise the risk of 
erosion. 

• The refuelling and maintenance of machines must not take place close to sensitive sites in order to prevent spillage of fuel and oils from 
entering streams and watercourses. Forestry and Water Quality Guidelines require this work to be carried out at least 50 m from the nearest 
aquatic zone on a dry, elevated site. 

It is a recommendation of this SEA that additional 
text be incorporated on the requirement to locate 
nursery areas away from any sensitive or designated 

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation   

file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd%20(2).pdf
https://www.unirc.it/documentazione/materiale_didattico/598_2007_39_832.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

sites, as well as the requirement to implement 
stringent biosecurity measures at the nurseries.  

Applicants are encouraged to seek ecological input early in the design stage in situations where one or more of these scenarios apply, and to 
tailor any subsequent application accordingly before submission to the DAFM 

The DAFM may require an ecological report assessing the habitat and its extent and identifying mitigation measures capable of ensuring that 
the project can take place in a manner compatible with the maintenance or restoration to a favourable conservation status of that habitat. 

 

Forestry Standards Manual 

If any unusual pest or disease is observed please immediately contact your local Forestry Inspector or Forest Health section 

Plants of the genera listed in Table 8.7 should only be purchased from nurseries registered under the EU Plant Health Regulations and the 
plants must be accompanied by a valid EU Plant Passport, where applicable,. 

 

Standards for felling and Reforestation 

Good Plant Protection Practice document sets out general principles of integrated pest management, which all professional users are required 
to follow 

 

Forest Establishment Silvicultural Standards 

Plants of those species acceptable FT1,2 and 3 and listed below should only be purchased from nurseries / brokers registered under the EU 
Plant Health Regulations, and must be accompanied by a valid EU Plant Passport, where applicable, to certify the absence of the relevant 
pests and diseases 

DAFM policy is to maintain a healthy forest environment by ensuring good management, and by identifying risks and maintaining a 
sustained commitment to measures that prevent the entry and establishment of destructive forest pests and diseases, including those which 
may impact negatively on native woodland. 

The  Native Woodland Establishment Framework incorporates changes introduced in Forest Service Circular 4/2013, taking account of the 
suspension of the grant aiding of ash planting in response to the Chalara fraxinea ash dieback disease 

Freshwater Pearl Mussel  Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements  

Registered Forester must assess the site risk and identifying appropriate options 

assess the site (both in-field and desk-based, using MapViewer on iNET); 

identify the level of risk associated with the site (or parts thereof) regarding the potential for sediment and nutrient release and other negative 
impacts, arising from: the nature, size and location of the project (including all operations and ancillary works) over the short, medium and 
long term; and the potential for in-combination effects with other plans and projects; and then 

select the appropriate option (or combination of options) that match the level of risk identified, drawing from a list of forestry operations, 
practices and measures (‘options’) set for each type of forestry development (as set out under S.I.191 of 2017). Appropriate ancillary options 
must also be selected. 

file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

All applications within the area of the Forestry & FPM Plan (as described in Table 2.2) will be subjected to 100% field inspection by District 
Forestry Inspectors throughout the lifetime of this Plan 

As part of the evaluation process, each application will undergo AA screening by DAFM under the AAP, to determine if there is a possibility 
of a significant effect on the conservation objective for FPM (and that for any other qualifying interest(s) listed for the SAC in question). 

In addition to the actions listed for forestry in the RBMP, the key principles guiding the DAFM’s input into achieving the objectives of the 
RBMP are: 

to safeguard water during all forestry operations; 

to restructure existing forests to reflect water sensitivities, where required; & 

 to situate & design new woodlands & forests in a way that protects water quality.  

Using the WFD’s ‘source-pathway-receptor’ model, reducing sources & breaking pathways are key.  

The aim is to fully realise the significant role woodlands & forests can have in protecting & enhancing Ireland’s waters & associated aquatic 
ecosystems 

The Framework will apply to all applications for S.I.191 / 2017 licences (for afforestation, forest road construction 

Discipline Specific 

Population and Human Health Establishment Silvicultural Standards 

Projects involving  Forest creation are encouraged to include amenity for public access and recreation, woodland interpretation and 
environmental education (including projects integrated with the NeighbourWood Scheme). 

For health, safety and environmental reasons, herbicide use must adhere to the Environmental Requirements for Afforestation and the 
European Communities (Sustainable Use of 

Pesticides) Regulations 2012 (S.I.155/2012) 

Where required, maintain access for anglers, i.e. stiles and setbacks for casting. 

Adhere to all setback requirements set out int eh Environmental Requirements for Afforestation in regard to utilised buildings, archaeological 
features, public roads and utilities. 

Biodiversity Forestry Standards Manual 

DAFM  must undertake a ‘screening’ for appropriate assessment to evaluate if there is a possibility of the project – either alone or in 
combination with other plans and projects – having a significant effect on the conservation objectives and associated qualifying interests of 
any NATURA 2000 site. 

Certain types of woody habitat (including areas of blackthorn scrub, pockets of high forest trees less than 0.1 ha in area, and hedgerows) can 
be maintained for biodiversity purposes 

An ABE of plot size should be mapped and recorded as a separate plot in the Certified Species Map legend. Biodiversity plots must have a 
minimum width of 20 metres. 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

The submission of a BIO Map is required at pre-approval (Form 1) stage and at 1st instalment (Form 2) stage for the Afforestation Scheme 
and the Forest Road Scheme 

Where trees are required to be removed (e.g. to facilitate the erection of a fence), a felling licence may be necessary 

All existing fences and boundaries must be to a standard that can exclude domestic stock and protect the growing crop 

 

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation  

The Registered Forester must ensure that all operators are aware of the importance of any environmental setbacks required onsite, their 
location and extent, and what is and is not permitted within them. An environmental setback must not be used for any forest operation or for 
any other purpose which could compromise its protective function, or which could damage the environmental feature or sensitivity being 
protected. 

Monitor and apply appropriate control to prevent the colonisation of setbacks by rhododendron and other invasive alien species. 

The colonisation of the water setback with invasive species , in particular, Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam and rhododendron, is of 
significant concern regarding water quality. 

 

Standards for felling and Reforestation 

Prior to operations commencing, all machine operators and other site personnel will be appropriately briefed by the appointed Works 
Manager, Registered Forester or Site Ecologist, on the specific sensitivities of the site and on all relevant conditions, including the location of 
all exclusion zones and environmental setbacks All operators must also be familiar with the content of the Harvest Plan and the Contingency 
Plan 

Before operations commence, identify  exclusion zones along the edge of all aquatic zones, hotspots and water abstraction points, and mark 
this clearly on a site map. 

Retain existing hedgerows and mature broadleaves onsite, where it is safe and appropriate to do so. 

Regularly check silt traps and silt fences, and maintain as required, to ensure their continued effectiveness throughout works. 

Setbacks from environmental receptors that may not have been installed at initial planting must be created at reforestation 

 

Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements 

 

No commercial conifer afforestation is envisaged within close proximity within 30 metres to aquatic zones within the Plan’s area on sites 
deemed to be highly sensitive in nature. On such sites, afforestation will be excluded or limited to the creation of new native woodland under 
NWS Establishment. 

Land and Soils Forestry Standards Manual 

https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
https://arup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/amy_sproule_arup_com/Documents/Forest%20Strategy/gov.ie%20-%20Forestry%20grants%20and%20schemes%20(www.gov.ie)
file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

Each site being assessed for suitability must, amongst other things, undergo a preliminary soil investigation by a Registered Forester. 

In areas where the soil reacts or where there is clear effervescence with dilute (10%) hydrochloric acid (HCl) occurring within 70 cm of the 
surface, a detailed soil sampling and chemical analysis must be carried out. This requirement will be reviewed based on research currently 
taking place and an examination of existing sites where forest crops are performing satisfactorily to required standards.  

Conifers must have a free-draining rooting depth of at least 45 cm throughout the year. This is measured from the top of the topsoil to the top 
of the water table or subsoil 

Soil samples may required to be collected by a Registered Forester and assessed by an accredited forest soil laboratory 

Each Soil Sampling Unit (SSU) must be represented by two mixed sub-samples from the corresponding surface layer and sub-surface layer, 
and a completed Soil Sampling Form describing the SSU. 

The following information must be forwarded to DAFM, Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford: 

The soil sampling map showing the soil sampling units (SSUs).  

A copy of the fully completed 2-page Soil Sampling Form for each SSU. 

Each sample must be related to a plot number and each zone of sampling clearly identified.  

A copy of the laboratory soil analysis report.  

The interpretative / advisory report 

 

Sediment control and management measures must take account of rainfall levels and the possible likelihood of rainfall deluge and flash-flood 
events 

If vegetation clearance with machine is required, particular care is needed to guard against soil damage, compaction, rutting or removal. 
Subsequent spraying may also be required, using approved herbicide appropriate to the target vegetation 

 

Forest Creation Silvicultural Standards 

When assessing a site for Forest Creation, a simple walkover soil survey is needed to identify the soil type(s) present. 

Restrictions relating to land type, soil, elevation, aspect, shell marl, flooding) and other site factors, as set out in Forestry Standards & 
Procedures Manual 

Strict adherence to minimum site disturbance will apply during planting and establishment,  

Ground preparation is largely limited to mounding, inverted mounding, scrap mounding, shallow ripping, pit planting and auger planting 

Requirements for firebreaks, a fire plan, etc., apply, as set out in the Forestry Standards & Procedures Manual. 

 

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation  

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

The Registered Forester must ensure that all operators are aware of the importance of any environmental setbacks required onsite, their 
location and extent, and what is and is not permitted within them. An environmental setback must not be used for any forest operation or for 
any other purpose which could compromise its protective function, or which could damage the environmental feature or sensitivity being 
protected. 

Select machinery with an appropriate Nominal Ground Pressure based on soil, drainage and slope, to minimise the risk of rutting. 

Stop drainage and cultivation operations in situations where rainfall level and site conditions create the risk of sediment becoming mobilised 
onsite. Operations can only recommence once an adequate period of time has elapsed for the risk to abate or move to a location where 
operations do not pose a risk to water quality or soil. This safeguard is triggered by tracking weather forecasts and by contingency planning 

 

Standards for felling and Reforestation 

Before the commencement of any works, all machine drivers and other operators should be fully aware of any environmental sensitivities 
onsite, and the relevant standards that apply. For example, operators must be made aware of the location of any exclusion zones for water, 
onsite habitats and biodiversity features, and archaeological features, and what they entail for operations. All operators must also be familiar 
with the content of the Harvest Plan and the Contingency Plan 

Create and maintain dense mats of brash and branch wood on all machine routes where necessary, to avoid significant soil damage, erosion 
and sedimentation that will cause significant environmental impact in the absence of mitigation. 

Regularly check silt traps and silt fences, and maintain as required, to ensure their continued effectiveness throughout works. 

 

Draft plan for forests and freshwater pearl mussel in Ireland & Land Types for Afforestation 

The aerial fertilisation of forests requires a licence from the Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine under S.I.191 of 2017. As a general 
policy, forest owners should assume that this activity will not be permitted in any of the 27 FPM Catchments 

Water If subsequently licensed, all afforestation must adhere to  environmental requirements that include (in relation to water)  mandatory water 
setbacks and other protective measures regarding  cultivation, fertiliser application, and herbicide use 

 

Forest restructuring is also crucial to reshape the existing forest estate to take account of water and other environmental sensitivities. This 
should be undertaken primarily at reforestation post-clearfell, when the replanting of the site can incorporate water setbacks, native woodland 
zones and hydrological restoration. This ensures that the new rotation of the forest has a far more sensitive ‘footprint’ regarding water.  

 

Environmental Requirements for Afforestation  

Ensure that an adequate contingency plan is prepared. This plan must clearly inform operators how to react and who to contact, should an 
unexpected event arise that may create a risk to the environment, e.g. a period of intense rainfall or an accidental spillage of chemicals,. The 
plan should be readily available onsite and all operators should be made familiar with its content. 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf
https://arup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/amy_sproule_arup_com/Documents/Forest%20Strategy/gov.ie%20-%20Forestry%20grants%20and%20schemes%20(www.gov.ie)
https://assets.gov.ie/109253/e9ad373a-4767-4596-bc90-2b166f8e6f06.pdf
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Aspect  Mitigation 

The Registered Forester must ensure that all operators are aware of the importance of any environmental setbacks required onsite, their 
location and extent, and what is and is not permitted within them. An environmental setback must not be used for any forest operation or for 
any other purpose which could compromise its protective function, or which could damage the environmental feature or sensitivity being 
protected. Water setback distances will vary depending on soil type, slope and the presence of environmental sensitivities such as freshwater 
pearl mussel or high status objective waterbodies. 

Stop all drainage and cultivation operations during periods of rainfall, in situations where rainfall level and site conditions create the risk of 
sediment becoming mobilised onsite. Operations can only recommence once an adequate period of time has elapsed for the risk to abate. This 
safeguard is triggered by tracking weather forecasts and by contingency planning 

Match fertiliser type and application rate to specific plots – aim to achieve successful establishment with the minimal level of fertiliser input 
possible. Do not apply fertiliser if it is not needed 

The colonisation of the water setback with invasive species, in particular, Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam and rhododendron, is of 
significant concern regarding water quality.  

 

Forestry Standards Manual 

Water sampling under the Acid Sensitivity Protocol for Afforestation is not required for DAFM afforestation applications within Acid 
Sensitive Areas (ASAs) that comprise Native Forest Establishment Ft 1, 2 and 3 or agroforestry. 

Applications for afforestation approval (with or without grant aid) on sites located within certain 6 inch Ordnance Survey sheets designated 
as acid sensitive areas (see following pages for list) require a site-specific assessment of the acid sensitivity of watercourses. Sampling and 
analysis shall be carried out on at least four separate occasions within the period 1st February to the 31st May inclusive, with each sample 
taken at least 28 days apart. 

Where site permitting, the required 20% broadleaf component within any afforestation project located within, or partially within, specified 
water sensitive areas may include a Native Forest Establishment plot (or plots) along sensitive sections of any watercourse adjoining or 
crossing the site, to enhance water protection. 

Sediment must be prevented from entering aquatic zones. This is achieved by adherence to the Environmental Requirements for 
Afforestation, Standards for Felling and Reforestation, and with appropriate sections of this manual. Site-specific measures may also be 
required. 

Fertiliser should not be discharged into a free-flowing drain, nor into a sediment trap. 

Apply fertiliser manually after cultivation to afforestation sites, avoiding drains, all environmental setbacks, areas within 20 metres of aquatic 
zones, and waterlogged areas 

 

Standards for Felling and Reforestation 

Before the commencement of any works, all machine drivers and other operators should be fully aware of any environmental sensitivities 
onsite, and the relevant standards and licence conditions that apply. For example, operators must be made aware of the location of any 
exclusion zones for water, onsite habitats and biodiversity features, and what they entail for operations. All operators must also be familiar 
with the content of the Harvest Plan and the Contingency Plan 

file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/advice/Standards-for-Felling-and-Reforestation.pdf


 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine Ireland's Forest Strategy Implementation Plan 
 

285593-00_DB_RP_003 | Issue | 14 October 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland Limited SEA Environmental Report Page C-16 
 

Aspect  Mitigation 

 Before operations commence, identify exclusion zones along the edge of all aquatic zones, hotspots and water abstraction points, and mark 
this clearly on a site map. 

 Regarding aquatic zones, ensure banks remain undisturbed. No branches or debris are to enter the aquatic zone during operations. 
Immediately and with care, remove any branches that do fall in. 

Prior to the commencement of operations, install silt traps within existing forest drains that connect with aquatic zones, either directly or 
indirect through other relevant watercourses.         

Minimise the crossing of drains during felling and extraction, and restrict machine activity to brashed extraction racks and haulage routes.  

Store and prepare all chemicals, urea, fuel and machine oils at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest aquatic zone 
and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant 

Similarly, undertake all machine refuelling, maintenance and repair at a dry, elevated location onsite at least 50 metres from the nearest 
aquatic zone and at least 20 m from the nearest relevant watercourse. Do not utilised water, habitat or archaeological setbacks for this 
purpose. Collect spent oils and remove for correct offsite disposal. 

Regularly check silt traps and silt fences, and maintain as required, to ensure their continued effectiveness throughout works. 

Undertake regular visual checks of relevant watercourses (primarily at their outflow from the site) and adjoining aquatic zones, to confirm (or 
otherwise) that no sediment or silt discharge is arising from site works 

 

Forest Establishment Silvicultural Standards 

The general approach regarding the treatment of the natural riparian zone and DAFM-stipulated 10-25 metre wide aquatic buffer zone (ABZ) 

Details regarding the design and treatment of the water setback and the natural riparian zone should be site-specific. Adopting the DAFM 
requirement as the minimum width, the actual width of the setback can be increased at various points along its length, to reflect factors that 
may heighten the risk of sedimentation at particular locations (e.g. natural hollows and other preferred flow paths, where water gravitates 
towards as it approaches the receiving watercourse). This will maximise the level of protection against the runoff of sediment and nutrients 
into the stream or river. Varying the width of the setback (particularly in relation to sunlight) will also increase the biodiversity ‘edge effect’ 
between the setback and the native forest canopy. 

In areas where the DAFM Forestry & Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements apply, a 25 metre wide setback is stipulated. 

Activities within the setback may be subject to the agreement of Inland Fisheries Ireland and (where relevant) the National Parks & Wildlife 
Service. 

Several ASAs also overlap with Freshwater Pearl Mussel (FPM) catchments. Native Forest Establishment applications must incorporate 
appropriate measures to ensure that no silt, nutrients or herbicides enter receiving waters. This is a key requirement within FPM catchments 

 

Woodland for Water: Creating new native woodlands to protect and enhance Ireland’s Water 

Permanent undisturbed water setback, 10-25 metres in width (or wider, if required), uncrossed by new drains & largely unplanted. Can be 
widened at key locations onsite, where site hydrology & slope increase the vulnerability of receiving waters. Planting within 10 metres may 
be allowable in certain circumstances such as for alluvial woodland.  

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Woodland-for-Water-April18.pdf


 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine Ireland's Forest Strategy Implementation Plan 
 

285593-00_DB_RP_003 | Issue | 14 October 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland Limited SEA Environmental Report Page C-17 
 

Aspect  Mitigation 

New native forest created under FT1 or FT2, 20 metres or greater in width & uncrossed by new drains. Can be widened at key locations 
onsite, where adjoining land use, site hydrology & slope increase the vulnerability of receiving waters 

Setback planting comprising single trees or small groups of suitable native riparian species of trees & shrubs strategically planted & 
maintained for bank stabilisation, dappled shading & as a food source for aquatic life 

Possible blocking of existing drains (with silt traps, slow-flow dams) to break existing pathways from source to the receiving watercourse, & 
to create pocket wetlands & settlement areas 

Native forest establishment has an overriding ecological focus. For example, site disturbance and inputs must be minimised, species selection 
must reflect the most appropriate native forest type for the site (based on site, drainage, elevation, etc.), and all forest reproductive material 
(seed, transplants, cuttings) used must come from suitable sources within Ireland (within limited practical exceptions) 

Generally, sites that flood are excluded from the Afforestation Scheme. However, native forest plots located on natural floodplains may be 
acceptable, where 1) the frequency of flooding and the inundation periods involved do not impede establishment and development; and 2)  
such plots form part of a larger application or a wider multi-site project developed with input from other statutory bodies and aimed at the 
strategic development of native woodland along a sensitive watercourse, for water protection 

Each project under FT1 or FT2 must promote the native forest type that would occur naturally on the site (or parts of the site). This 
framework uses location, soil and main habitats and vegetation to identify the most ecologically appropriate native woodland type 

All tree species proposed under FT1 or FT2  must be: (i) native to the island of Ireland; and (ii) appropriate to the native woodland type 
identified for promotion onsite (or parts thereof.  

Under FT1 or FT2, the identified woodland type should be realised with the minimal 

amount of site inputs (e.g. fertilisers) and disturbance (e.g. cultivation). The focus is on retaining natural site conditions and facilitating the 
emergence of the native forest type that would occur naturally on the site.  

While standard fertiliser application is not accepted under FT1 or FT2, a once-off 

hand application at establishment (using slow release formulations) is allowed on marginal 

sites, in order to boost initial growth. However, this need is unlikely to arise on most sites where the Woodland for Water measure might be 
applied.  

Pre- and post-planting herbicide application must be kept to the minimum required to ensure success, and should be used together with other 
methods, e.g. planting with larger transplants 

Herbicide application is not permitted within the water setback or within 20 metres of an aquatic zone, whichever is greatest. Limited 
exemptions may apply, where agreed by the relevant statutory body (e.g. stem injection to eliminate stream-side rhododendron, in order to 
tackle infestation and to reinstate natural vegetation 

For Forest Types other than FT1, 2 or 3, wider setbacks are required for sites on peat soil or within the catchment area of a high ecological 
status (HES) objective waterbodies 

Water setback planting can involve single or small irregular groups (5-10 trees) of native riparian species (birch, willow, and occasional alder 
and pedunculate oak) at strategic points within the water setback. This planting should not exceed 20% of the area of the water setback. 
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Typically, trees are to be pit-planted. No cultivation is permitted within the water setback, but soil can be imported from outside the setback, 
and deposited to create individual planting positions, if required 

Fertiliser application and vegetation management can be applied to establish setback planting, based on the following restrictions: Fertiliser 
application is limited to the manual application of an appropriate slow release formulation into the planting pit. Regarding  vegetation 
management, herbicide use is prohibited. Use nonherbicide methods instead, such as trampling, mulches and mats. 

The Registered Forester must ensure that all operators are aware of the importance of the water setback, its location and extent, and what is 
and is not permitted within it. The marking out of the setback prior to site operations commencing is encouraged, to avoid incursions 

Any planting carried out in the water setback must be monitored, and trees maintained as needed (e.g. vegetation management, replacement 
of mortalities, adjustment and eventual removal of tree shelters) until they are fully established and free of grazing/browsing pressure and 
vegetation competition 

Ongoing monitoring and appropriate control is needed to prevent the colonisation of water setbacks by invasive species. In particular, 
Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam and rhododendron, are of significant concern regarding water quality. Where best practice involves 
herbicide use, consult with Inland Fisheries Ireland and other relevant bodies in advance. Controlling such species is difficult and expensive, 
and often requires a wider catchment approach for progress to be sustained. 

Periodic mowing and strimming of vegetation and subsequent removal of cuttings from the site, may be useful in reducing the build-up of 
nutrients in the water setback arising from its buffering role. Controlled grazing, with prior DAFM agreement, may also fulfil this role 

 

Air, Noise and Climate N 

All forests are protected by the Forestry Act 2014 (and any Act that succeeds or replaces that Act), which controls felling of trees. Under this 
Act, with certain exceptions, it is illegal to cut down any tree unless a Felling Licence has been obtained from the DAFM 

Archaeology and Culture See above   

Landscape and Visual See above 

 

In addition:   

 

Forestry Standards Manual 

Afforestation must contain a minimum of 20% broadleaves. This can comprise broadleaves planted in plots of minimum width and / or as 
additional broadleaves planted for landscape and environmental reasons. 

 

All forests are protected by the Forestry Act 2014 (and any Act that succeeds or replaces that Act), which controls felling of trees. Under this 
Act, with certain exceptions, it is illegal to cut down any tree unless a Felling Licence has been obtained from the DAFM. 

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/forestry/grants/Native-Woodland-Establishment-GPC9-GPC10.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf
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Material Assets Forestry Standards Manual 

It should be noted that the approval of the Minister is required for ALL afforestation and forest road construction projects, whether grant 
aided or not. 

A corridor of 15 metres applies to a major water mains (Local Authority or Group Scheme) 

Setback for public road A setback strip of 10 metres for broadleaves and 20 metres for conifers 

The setback distance from dwelling houses and associated buildings is 60 metres, or 30 metres with the written consent of the owner. 

Rights-of-way held by parties other than the owner; this varies but is normally no more than a corridor of 5 metres or as set out in the folio 
document. 

A corridor of 15 metres applies where the gas pipeline has been installed prior to planting. A corridor of up to 30 metres applies where the 
gas line was installed after the area was planted. 

A minimum 30 metre setback from the maximum horizontal extent of the turbine blades rotated around 360O must be observed in the case of 
new afforestation around pre-existing turbines. This setback distance may be increased on a case-by-case basis during the consultation 
process. Where the plantation pre-dates the installation of the wind turbines,. DAFM permission is required before any trees are removed. 
Forestry grants and premiums may have to be repaid in relation to areas deforested. 

Setbacks for railway lines 20 metres. 

Overhead Powerlines (Table 7.1 Forestry Standards Manual) 

Drinking water abstraction point  - 20 metre setback 

Utilised farm buildings 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Amy.Sproule/Downloads/72450_2b76f13760574c1fb559d6518e03aebd.pdf

