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Appendix A 
Interaction with Relevant Plans, Policies and Programmes 
Table A.2 Interaction with Relevant Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan, Programme or 
Policy  

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP  

International Plans, Policy and Programmes 

Aarhus Convention  The Aarhus Convention is an international 
agreement that gives people the right to access 
information about the environment. It also 
promotes public participation in decision-making 
and provides access to justice on environmental 
matters. 

DAFM, as the competent Authority and 
publisher of the Draft IFSIP will coply with 
all aspects of the Aarhus Convention in the 
adoption of this plan. 

ESPOO Convention and 
Kyiv (SEA) Protocol  

The Espoo (EIA) Convention sets out the 
obligations of Parties to assess the environmental 
impact of certain activities at an early stage of 
planning. It also lays down the general obligation 
of States to notify and consult each other on all 
major projects under consideration that are likely to 
have a significant adverse environmental impact 
across boundaries 

The Kiev Protocol was the first legally binding 
international instrument on pollutant release and 
transfer registers. Its objective is ‘to enhance public 
access to information through the establishment of 
coherent, nationwide pollutant release and transfer 
registers (PRTRs). 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

OSPAR Convention An international co-operation to protect the marine 
environment of the north-east Atlantic is achieved 
through the OSPAR Convention. It aims to provide 
a comprehensive and simplified approach to 
addressing all sources of pollution which might 
affect the maritime area, and all matters relating to 
the protection of the marine environment.  

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EU Green Infrastructure 
Strategy 

Aims to create a robust enabling framework in 
order to promote and facilitate Green Infrastructure 
(GI) projects. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EPA  Land Use Review - 
The Land Use Evidence 
Review 

Aims to address land use challenges and inform 
consideration of policy responses, this review is 
being carried out in two distinct phases: 

Phase 1 – Evidential Review Phase 1 of the Land 
Use Review, which is currently underway and 
being led by EPA.  Phase 1 aims to provide an 
evidence base to determine an appropriate land use 
indicator set for Ireland, as well as determining the 
environmental, ecological, and economic 
characteristics of land types across Ireland. Phase 1 
of the Evidence Review activity commenced in 
June 2021 and is scheduled to complete in Quarter 
3, 2022. 

Phase 2 – Building on the evidence base from 
Phase 1, Phase 2 will identify appropriate policies, 
measures and actions in the context of the 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 
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Plan, Programme or 
Policy 

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP 

government’s wider economic, social and climate 
objectives. 

It is anticipated that such a review will allow 
knowledge transfer to policymakers, advisory 
services, and landowners in making informed 
choices as to how best to use land. 

DECC and DAFM had prepared a concept paper 
for the National Land Use Evidence Review and 
identified policy relevant questions and policy 
support outputs desired from the EPA led Phase 1 
Evidence Review stage.  These specifics were key 
to informing the agile work programme devised by 
EPA.  

UNESCO (1972) The 
Convention for the 
Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural 
Heritage 

Links concepts of nature conservation and the 
preservation of cultural properties; and 

recognizes the way in which people interact with 
nature, and the fundamental need to preserve the 
balance between the two. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

UN (1992) The Convention 
on Biological Diversity 

An overall objective is to develop national 
strategies for the conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Paris climate conference 
(COP21) 2015 (Paris 
Agreement) 

At the Paris climate conference (COP21) in 
December 2015, 195 countries adopted the first-
ever universal, legally binding global climate deal. 

The agreement sets out a global action plan to put 
the world on track to avoid dangerous climate 
change by limiting global warming to well below 
2°C. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EU forest strategy for 2030 The strategy builds on the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy to 2030 and will contribute to achieving 
the EU’s greenhouse gas emission reduction target 
of at least 55% by 2030 and climate neutrality by 
2050. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EU 2030 Framework for 
Climate and Energy 

A 2030 Framework for climate and energy, 
including EU-wide targets and policy objectives for 
the period between 2020 and 2030 that has been 
agreed by European countries. 

Targets include a 40% cut in greenhouse gas 
emissions compared to 1990 levels, at least a 27% 
share of renewable energy consumption and at least 
27% energy savings compared with the business-
as-usual scenario. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Convention of the 
Protection of the 
Architectural Heritage of 
Europe (Granada 1995) 

The main purpose of the Convention is to reinforce 
and promote policies for the conservation and 
enhancement of Europe's heritage. It also affirms 
the need for European solidarity with regard to 
heritage conservation and is designed to foster 
practical co-operation among the Parties. It 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
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Plan, Programme or 
Policy  

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP  

establishes the principles of "European co-
ordination of conservation policies" including 
consultations regarding the thrust of the policies to 
be implemented. 

regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Bern Convention 
(Convention on the 
Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural 
Habitats) 
 

The convention has three main aims: 

to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural 
habitats 

to promote cooperation between states 

to give particular attention to endangered and 
vulnerable species including endangered and 
vulnerable migratory species 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EU Common Agricultural 
Policy 

To improve agricultural productivity, so that 
consumers have a stable supply of affordable food; 
and to ensure that EU farmers can make a 
reasonable living. The DAFM recently held a series 
of public information sessions relating to Ireland’s 
draft CAP Strategic Plan (CSP) for the period 
2023-2027. The information sessions took place 
over the month of March where negotiations are 
currently underway for CAP updates for the period 
2023-2027. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

European 2020 Strategy for 
Growth 

Europe 2020 sets out a vision of Europe’s social 
market economy for the 21st century and puts 
forward three mutually reinforcing priorities: 

Smart growth: developing an economy based on 
knowledge and innovation. 

Sustainable growth: promoting a more resource 
efficient, greener and more competitive economy. 

Inclusive growth: fostering a high-employment 
economy delivering social and territorial cohesion. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

The European Green Deal 
(EGD) 2020 

The deal sets out how to make Europe the first 
climate-neutral continent by 2050, boosting the 
economy, improving people’s quality of life, caring 
for nature and leaving no one behind. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EU (2030) Biodiversity 
Strategy 

A long-term plan for protecting nature and 
reversing the degradation of ecosystems across the 
European Union. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

EU (2018) Clean   Air 
Policy 

Package 

Aims to substantially reduce air pollution across 
the EU. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Water Framework Directive  The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 
requires EU Member States to achieve good status 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 



 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine Ireland's Forest Strategy Implementation Plan 
 

285593-00_DB_RP_003 | Issue | 14 October 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland 
Limited SEA Environmental Report Page A-4 
 

Plan, Programme or 
Policy  

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP  

in all bodies of surface water and groundwater by 
2027.  

legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

LULUCF Regulation 
(Regulation 2018/841) and 
the proposed changes to 
these  regulations currently 
being discussed at EU 
level. 

Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry 
(LULUCF) Regulation (EU 2018/841) 

The Regulation includes greenhouse gas emissions 
and removals from LULUCF into the 2030 climate 
and regulation framework.. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Emissions Ceiling 
Directive (2016/2284) 

The National Emission reduction Commitments 
Directive sets national emission reduction 
commitments for Member States and the EU for 
five important air pollutants: nitrogen oxides 
(NOx), non-methane volatile organic compounds 
(NMVOCs), sulphur dioxide (SO2), ammonia 
(NH3) and fine particulate matter (PM2.5). 

The directive transposes the reduction 
commitments for 2020 agreed by the EU and its 
Member States under the 2012 revised Gothenburg 
Protocol under the Convention on Long-range 
Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP 
Convention). The more ambitious reduction 
commitments agreed for 2030 are designed to 
reduce the health impacts of air pollution by half 
compared with 2005. 

Further, the Directive requires that the Member 
States draw up National Air Pollution Control 
Programmes that should contribute to the 
successful implementation of air quality plans 
established under the EU’s Air Quality Directive. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Air Pollution 
Control Programme 

The National Air Pollution Control Programme 
(NAPCP) outlines the pathway Ireland will follow 
to achieve compliance with its commitments under 
the National Emission Ceilings Directive 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

8th Environmental Action 
Programme 

8th Environmental Action Programme (EAP) to 
2030 

Guides European environmental policy until 2030, 
supporting the climate action objectives of the 
European Green Deal. It’s overarching aim is to 
‘ensure wellbeing for all, while staying within the 
planetary boundaries 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

The EU Zero Pollution 
Action Plan 

The action plan requires among other 
commitments, that by 2030, the EU should reduce: 

by 25% the EU ecosystems where air pollution 
threatens biodiversity; 

by 50% nutrient losses, the use and risk of 
chemical pesticides, the use of the more hazardous 
ones, and the sale of antimicrobials for farmed 
animals and in aquaculture; 

by 50% plastic litter at sea and by 30% 
microplastics released into the environment 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 



 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine Ireland's Forest Strategy Implementation Plan 
 

285593-00_DB_RP_003 | Issue | 14 October 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland 
Limited SEA Environmental Report Page A-5 
 

Plan, Programme or 
Policy  

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP  

 

 

 

Ireland 2040 - Our Plan, the 
National Planning 
Framework and the 
National Development Plan 
(2018-2027) 

The National Planning Framework is the 
Government’s high-level strategic plan for shaping 
the future growth and development of to the year 
2040. It is a framework to guide public and private 
investment, to create and promote opportunities for 
people, and to protect and enhance the environment 
- from villages to cities, and everything around and 
in between. 

The National Development Plan sets out the 
investment priorities that will underpin the 
successful implementation of the new National 
Planning Framework. This will guide national, 
regional and local planning and investment 
decisions in Ireland over the 

next two decades, to cater for an expected 
population increase of over 1 million people. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Planning, Land Use and 
Transport Outlook 2040 [in  
preparation] 

The Planning, Land Use and Transport Outlook 
will take account of forecasted future economic 
and demographic scenarios, affordability 
considerations and relevant Government policies 
and will: 

Quantify in broad terms the appropriate scale of 
financial investment in land transport over the long 
term; 

Consider how fiscal, environmental and 
technological developments might impact on this 
investment; and, 

Identify strategic priorities for future investment to 
ensure land transport infrastructure provision 
facilitates the objectives of Project Ireland 2040. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Draft Clean Air Strategy for 
Ireland 

The Clean Air Strategy will provide the strategic 
policy framework necessary to identify and 
promote integrated measures across government 
policy that are required to reduce air pollution and 
promote cleaner air while delivering on wider 
national objectives. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Water Resources 
Plan (NWRP) 
 

The NWRP is a plan on how to provide a safe, 
secure and reliable water supply to customers for 
the next 25 years, without causing adverse impact 
on the environment. 

The objective of the NWRP is to set out how we 
intend to maintain the supply and demand for 
drinking water over the short, medium and long 
term whilst minimising the impact on the 
environment. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Landscape 
Strategy for Ireland 2015-
2025  

 
 

The National Landscape Strategy will be used to 
ensure compliance with the European Landscape 
Convention and to establish principles for 
protecting and enhancing the landscape while 
positively managing its change. It will provide a 
high-level policy framework to achieve balance 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 
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Plan, Programme or 
Policy 

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP 

between the protection, management and planning 
of the landscape by way of supporting actions. 

Landscape Strategy Vision: “Our landscape reflects 
and embodies our cultural values and our shared 
natural heritage and contributes to the well-being 
of our society, environment and economy.  
We have an obligation to ourselves and to future 
generations to promote its sustainable protection, 
management and planning.” 

Ireland’s National Waste 
Policy 2020 – 2025 

The Policy sets out new targets to tackle waste and 
move towards a circular economy. 

To maximise the collection of hazardous waste 
with a view to reducing the environmental and 
health impacts of any unregulated waste. 

To strive for increased self-sufficiency in the 
management of hazardous waste and to minimise 
hazardous waste export. 

To minimise the environmental, health, social and 
economic impacts of hazardous waste generation 
and management. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Adaptation 
Framework (NAF) 2018 
and associated regional, 
local and sectoral 
adaptation plans 

NAF specifies the national strategy for the 
application of adaptation measures in different 
sectors and by local authorities in their 
administrative areas in order to reduce the 
vulnerability of the State to the negative effects of 
climate change and to avail of any positive effects 
that may occur 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Energy & Climate 
Plan (NECP) 2021 – 2030 

Ireland’s National Energy & Climate Plan (NECP) 
2021-2030 takes into account energy and climate 
policies developed up to 2019, the levels of 
demographic and economic growth identified in the 
National Planning Framework - Project 2040 and 
includes all of the climate and energy measures as 
set out in the National Development Plan 2018- 
2027. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Air Pollution 
Control Programme 
(DCCAE, 2019) 

The National Air Pollution Control Programme 
(NAPCP) is the main governance instrument by 
which EU Member States must ensure that the 
emission reduction commitments for 2020-2029 
and 2030 onwards are met. The first NAPCPs were 
due by 1 April 2019. This was the first iteration of 
the NAPCP report for Ireland, which comes under 
Article 6(10) of Directive (EU) 2016/22841. The 
NAPCP reports on both air quality and air pollution 
emissions of NOx, SOx, NMVOC, NH3, and 
PM2.5. The NAPCP is to be submitted every fourth 
year. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Irish Water’s Water 
Services Strategic Plan 
2015 and associated 
Proposed Capital 
Investment Plan (2014-
2016) 

This Water Services Strategic Plan sets out 
strategic objectives for the delivery of water 
services over the next 25 years up to 2040. It 
details current and future challenges which affect 
the provision of water services and identifies the 
priorities to be tackled in the short and medium 
term. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Food Wise 2025 Food Wise 2025 a roadmap for the Irish food 
industry, as it seeks to innovate and expand in 
response to increased global demand for quality 
foods. It sets out a vision for the potential growth 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
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Plan, Programme or 
Policy 

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP 

in agricultural output after the removal of milk 
quotas. 

achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Food Vision 2030 Food Vision 2030 is a roadmap for the Irish food 
industry. It sets out four high-level missions to 
fulfil this ambition: 

A climate-smart, environmentally sustainable agri-
food sector. 

Viable and resilient primary producers, with 
enhanced wellbeing 

Food that is safe, nutritious and appealing, trusted 
and valued at home and abroad 

An innovative, competitive and resilient sector, 
driven by technology and talent. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Rural 
Development Programme 

The National Rural Development Programme, 
prepared by the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, sets out a national programme 
based on the EU framework for rural development 
and prioritises improving the competitiveness of 
agriculture, improving the environment and 
improving the quality of life in rural areas 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Our Rural Future: Rural 
Development Policy 2021-
2025 

‘Our Rural Future’ provides a framework for the 
development of rural Ireland over the next five 
years. The Framework acknowledges that the 
country is heading into an era of unprecedented 
change as we recover from the impact of COVID-
19, as we adapt to new ways of working, as the 
impact of Brexit presents itself and as we transition 
to a climate-neutral society. This change is 
considered a significant opportunity for rural areas. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Realising our Rural 
Potential: The Action Plan 
for Rural Development  

The Plan aims to unlock the potential of rural 
Ireland through a framework of supports at national 
and local level which will ensure that people who 
live in rural areas have increased opportunities for 
employment locally, and access to public services 
and social networks that support a high quality of 
life. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Forestry 
Programme (2014-2020) 

Represents Ireland’s proposals for 100% State aid 
funding for a new Forestry Programme for the 
period 2014 – 2020. 

This Plan will replace the National Forestry 
Programme 2014-2020 

River Basin Management 
Plan 

The River Basin Management Plan sets out the 
measures planned to maintain and improve the 
status of waters. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

National Peatlands Strategy 
(2015-2025) 

This Strategy aims to provide a long-term 
framework within which all of the peatlands within 
the State can be managed responsibly in order to 
optimise their social, environmental and economic 
contribution to the well-being of this and future 
generations. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 



 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine Ireland's Forest Strategy Implementation Plan 
 

285593-00_DB_RP_003 | Issue | 14 October 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland 
Limited SEA Environmental Report Page A-8 
 

Plan, Programme or 
Policy  

Plan Programme or Policy Objectives Relevance of Plan, Programme or 
Policy to the Draft IFSIP  

Flood Risk Management 
Plans arising from National 
Catchment Flood Risk 
Assessment and 
Management Programme 

The national   Catchment   Flood   Risk   
Assessment   and Management (CFRAM) 
programme commenced in Ireland in 2011 and is 
being overseen by the Office of Public Works. The 
CFRAM Programme is intended to deliver on core 
components of the National Flood Policy, adopted 
in 2004, and on the requirements of the EU Floods 
Directive. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Ag Climatise: A Roadmap 
Towards Climate Neutrality  

This document is a roadmap designed to help all 
stakeholders to work together to tackle climate 
change and air pollution, by clearly explaining 
what we need to do and when we need to do it. By 
collectively pooling expertise and energy we can 
determine how best to do it, ensuring our sector 
remains at the forefront of globally sustainable 
food production systems. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Draft Renewable Electricity 
Development Framework 
(DCCAE) 2016 

The goal of this framework is to optimise the 
opportunities in Ireland for renewable electricity 
development on land at significant scale, to serve 
both the All Island Single Electricity Market and 
any future regional market within the European 
Union, in accordance with European and Irish law, 
including Directive 2009/28/EC: On the promotion 
of the use of energy from renewable resources. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Tourism Policy Statement: 
People, Place and Policy – 
Growing Tourism to 2025 

The main goal of this policy statement is to have a 
vibrant, attractive tourism sector that makes a 
significant contribution to employment across the 
country; is economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable; helps promote a 
positive image of Ireland overseas and is a sector in 
which people want to work. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Regional Economic and 
Spatial Strategies  

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies provide 
a long-term strategic planning and economic 
framework for the Regions in order to support the 
implementation of the National Planning 
Framework. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Integrated Implementation 
Plan 2019-2024 

The Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 required 
the National Transport Authority, following the 
approval of a transport strategy for the region by 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, to 
prepare an Integrated Implementation Plan 
covering a six year period. The Transport Strategy 
for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035, was 
approved in February 2016. The preparation of this 
Integrated Implementation Plan was aligned with 
the Governments review of capital spending which 
commenced in 2016 and culminated with the 
publication of the National Development Plan 
2018-2027 in February 2018. The Transport 
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035, 
establishes an overall framework for transport 
investment over the next two decades and was 
subject to full SEA and Stage 2 AA. It is focused 
on improving public and sustainable transport. 
 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Groundwater Protection 
Schemes 

A Groundwater Protection Scheme provides 
guidelines for the planning and licensing 
authorities in carrying out their functions, and a 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
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framework to assist in decision-making on the 
location, nature and control of developments and 
activities in order to protect groundwater. 

cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Fáilte Ireland Tourism 
plans, strategies, 

Fáilte Ireland’s work includes preparing various 
plans and strategies for Ireland’s Ancient East and 
other brands and initiatives. These plans are subject 
to their own environmental assessment processes 
and any project arising is required to be consistent 
with and conform with the provisions of all 
adopted/approved Statutory Policies, Strategies, 
Plans and Programmes, including provisions for 
the protection and management of the environment. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Climate Action Plan 2021 The Climate Action Plan 2021 provides a detailed 
plan for taking decisive action to achieve a 51% 
reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions by 
2030 and setting us on a path to reach net-zero 
emissions by no later than 2050, as committed to in 
the Programme for Government and set out in the 
Climate Act 2021. The Plan lists the actions needed 
to deliver on our climate targets and sets indicative 
ranges of emissions reductions for each sector of 
the economy. It will be updated annually, including 
in 2022, to ensure alignment with our legally 
binding economy-wide carbon budgets and sectoral 
ceilings. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Local Authority County 
Development Plans (CDP): 

 

County Development Plans are used across Ireland 
as the main instrument used to regulate and control 
development in each County. The plan states the 
authority's policies for land use and for 
development control and promotion in its area. The 
authority, in making decisions on planning 
applications, must consider the provisions of the 
Plan, and try to secure its objectives. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

The draft 4th National 
Biodiversity Action Plan 

The (draft) goal of the next National Biodiversity 
Action Plan (NBAP) is that biodiversity is 
effectively conserved and restored, and the causes 
and key drivers of the biodiversity crisis are 
recognised and addressed. There are six objectives 
in the current draft NBAP:  

Fostering a whole-of-government, whole-of-society 
approach; 

Meeting urgent conservation needs; 

Securing nature’s contribution to people; 

Linking biodiversity and climate action; 

Enhancing the evidence basis for action; and 

Strengthening partnerships for people and planet. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Threat Response Plans New Threat Response Plans (TRP) are being 
prepared by NPWS as part of Ireland's response to 
the judgement of the European Court of Justice in 
case C-183/05, and the requirement to establish a 
system of strict protection for species listed in 
Annex IV of the Habitats Directive. 

These three-year plans provide detailed 
information on range, distribution and habitat. 
They also focus on the particular threats facing 
each species and identify the measures required to 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 
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address these threats, as well as identifying who is 
responsible for implementing them and providing a 
time frame for delivery. 

Forestry, agriculture and energy are the 3 relevant 
sectors for implementing the Threat Response 
Plans. The provisional publication date is Spring 
2023 for the TRPs. 

Species Action Plans 
(SAPs) 

The Species Action Plans are intended to be used 
as a tool for identifying and prioritising measures 
to restore the populations of these species across 
their range within the EU. They provide 
information about the status, ecology, threats and 
current conservation measures for each species and 
list the key actions that are required to improve 
their conservation status in Europe. Each Plan is 
the result of an extensive process of consultation 
with individual experts in Europe. 

The plans are intended to assist Member States in 
the conservation of these species but they not 
legally binding documents, nor do they engage the 
Member States beyond their existing legal 
commitments under this Directive. 

Consultation has recently been completed for the 
Lesser Horseshoe Bat SAP. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

All Ireland Pollinator Plan 
2021-2025 

The All Ireland Pollinator Plan aims to tackle the 
issue of Irish pollinators being in decline and 
ensure the sustainability of our food production; to 
avoid additional economic impact on the 
agricultural sector; and to protect the health of the 
environment. The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan is a 
shared plan of action. By working together, it aims 
to collectively take steps to help restore pollinator 
populations to healthy levels.  

Over the next five years, this plan will work to 
bring about a landscape where pollinators can 
flourish. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Common Agricultural 
Policy Strategic Plan 

  

A key agricultural policy with the main objectives 
of ensuring a decent standard of living for farmers 
and the provision of stable and safe food supply at 
affordable prices for consumers. The CAP through 
various iterations is the principal policy that drives 
agricultural management throughout the European 
Union. It recognises the economic and rural 
importance of agriculture through a system of 
subsidies and support programmes. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Prioritised Action 
Framework 2021-2027 
(NPWS) 

This plan identifies the range of actions needed to 
help improve the status of Ireland's habitats and 
wildlife within the Natura 2000 site network. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Management plans for 
Natura 2000 sites 

Member States need to designate these sites as 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and adopt 
conservation measures involving, if need be, 
appropriate management plans and other measures 
which correspond to the ecological requirements of 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
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the natural habitat types and the species of 
Community interest. 

Special Protection Areas designated under the 
Birds Directive need to be managed in accordance 
with the ecological needs of habitats of birds. The 
Directives make it clear that conservation 
objectives should be met while taking account of 
economic, social, cultural, regional and recreational 
requirements. It is for Member States to establish 
the most appropriate methods and instruments for 
implementing the Directives and for achieving the 
conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites. 

regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 

Draft Forestry and 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
Plan (DAFM) 

This Plan for Forests & FPM in Ireland applies to 
the SACs designated for the species, plus the 
Owentaraglin subcatchment of the (Munster) 
Blackwater River SAC. The objective of this Plan 
is to eliminate, reduce or mitigate diffuse and point 
sources of sediment and nutrients and the 
disruption of the natural hydrological regime, 
arising from forests and regulated forestry activities 
within the area of the Plan, to ensure that these do 
not threaten the achievement of the conservation 
objective for each of the SACs involved, in relation 
to FPM. 

Implementation of the Draft IFSIP will 
comply with all relevant environmental 
legislation and will align with, and 
cumulatively contribute towards the 
achievement of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for environmental 
protection and management. 


